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Mail Order Love Agencies Revive fl NAME ACTS 


As Busted Gents Hunt Hot Heiresses 


Los Angeles, March 7. 
The matrimonial agency, one of 
America’s oldest gags but for years 
in the discard as a money maker, 
is back in the running again. Over 
100 of them are now operating. 
Practically all of them are west of 
the Mississippi in the cornfed coun- 
try, with a number of new ones lo- 

cated in and around Los Angeles. 
General depletion of finances is 
credited for the revival with most 
of the males hoping to grab an 
eligible femme with a bankroll. 
Agencies are classing themselves 
as correspondence clubs for lonely 
people to get away from the agency 


. stigma. 


$1,000 Weekly 
That the long distance mail order 


_ecourtships are still popular is evi- 
-denced by the number of letters 
+ sent out daily by one company ope- 


‘rating here. 


The promoter is net- 
ting himself around $1,000 weekly. 

Outfit charges $5 for membership 
and promises nothing but a good 
old friendship between opposite 
sexes and a chance for the lonely 
ones to meet people. Membership 
certificate and card, together with a 
flock of by-laws, are given to those 
Mailing in the fin. 

Buildup usually comes later when 
the club starts to send out photo- 
graphs of supposedly eligible girls 
to the male members. This L. A. 
club uses pictures made by a New 
York photographer who specializes 
in heads. Most of those pictured 
look like Park Avenue and are re- 
fined, lovable, lonely, never with- 
out less than $20,000 in the bank. 


Disillusion 


The real girls mostly are buxom 
dames hailing from Gideon, Mo., 
(Continued on Page 42) 


BANK IS SAVED BY 
LOCAL MEN’S LOANS 


Detroit, March 7. 

A bank in one of Michigan's key 
cities has been steadied through its 
crisis by the town’s business men 
reversing the usual procedure and 
loaning money to the bank. 

About $1,500,000 is understood to 
ave been secured in this manner 
following an appeal from the finan- 
Cial institution. 

Among the contributors to the 
fund is reported a theatre man 
Who borrowed $5,000 from another 
bank for the purpose. 











UNEMPLOYED PAN GOLD 


, Denver, March 7. 

Panning gold within Denver city 
limits and making a living at it, 
Scores of unemployed men line the 
anks of the Platte river daily. 
ana make as high as $4 a day 
- occasionaly find garnets, worth 
9 to $15 a pair. Others make from 
72a Cénts up. 

The 


Sold ig sold to dental supply 
Ouses, 








Tipster’s X’d Signals 





Hollywood, March 7. 

Tipsters for Broadway col- 
umnists are increasing within 
the film colony. One trade 
paper man here, believed con- 
nected with a local daily, is 
furnishing two N w York col- 
umnists with material. 

In his haste last week he 
first gave one New Yorker a 
story later printed here in his 
sheet. 


FILM PARTY GAG 
IN HOLLYWOOD 


Hollywood, March 7. 
Big laugh in Hollywood at pres- 
ent is the showing of ‘blow-up’ 


reels at private parties. The ‘blow- 
up’ reel is a series of cut-outs from 
films, where the player has gone 
up in his or her lines with embar- 
rassing results. 

When the pictures are sprung at 
parties, players concerned usually 
leave the room until they regain 
their composure, for what is said 
and done in the n. g’d portion of 
their pictures usually brings plenty 
of blood to the face. It’s a great 
gag when it happens to the other 
guy. 

Unreeled at an exec’s home last 
week, one of these blow-up shorts 
showed several picture gals flying 
the wrong colors, They're all ladies 
but when their memory fails they're 
liable to say things that look bad 
in print and sound worse. 


Bad English 


One picture star, very English 
and much the grande dame on the 
set, knows all the words and part 
of the music when she muffs her 
lines. She attended the party but 
didn’t remain after her clips were 
shown. 

A male star, kneeling in prayer, 
couldn't remember. the ‘Amen’ for 

(Continued on page 62) 

















4-a-Day Vaude, 3 Acts, 
Cards with 29c Dinner 


Erie, Pa., March 7, 

Free vaudeville, four-a-day, and 
a whole dinner for 29c. is the pro- 
gram at a local cafeteria. The place 
also serves as many cups of coffee 
as you can drink without charge. 
The java is taking more encores 
than the acts. 


Last week the show was com- 
posed of singer, waltz team and a 
four-piece orchestra. The boss 
mixes with the diners and hands 


out free decks of cards so that cus- |} 


tomers can bridge, rummy or casino 
while the acts perform 





| 


| 











02,000 OF Mt 


Paid by Theatres This Sea- 
son Because Films Couldn’t 
Draw—Most Imports Pic- 
ture Personalities; Musi- 
cal Comedy, 2d; Radio, 
3d; Vaude, 4th—Many 
Flopped as Draws 


$10,000 TOP SALARY 


Everything that goes up must 


come down, but one element that 
went up and has stayed there dur- 
ing the past season has been the 
salaries of the ‘name acts’ for per- 
sonal appearances in the variety 
theatres. 

The situation is deemed, within 
the trade, to have been instigated 


by a run of poor pictures which 


could not make the theatres show 
a profit. 

Dire necessity and wide demand 
for something to draw money to 
wilting boxoffices set things up for 
name attractions as they’ve never 
been set up before. In a generalized 
attempt to keep their heads above 
water, the theatres made many acts 
rich. These acts were selected for 
their presumed name value, the 
theatres hoping the heavy invest- 
ment would be returned and more. 
They also figured business stimula- 
tion through creation of added in- 
terest. 

The high salaries were actually 
born of desperation rather than 
because of affluent treasuries. 

Many of the high salaried names 

(Continued on page 30) 


Hellinger Wants to Wave 
That Stick at Musicians 


Mark Hellinger wants to be a 
band leader and m. c. besides a 
newspaperman. NBC has the con- 
sent of Hellinger, New York ‘Mir- 
ror’ columnist, to book him. 

Network tried to place Hellinger 
and a band for the New Yorker 
hotel and for the 
where Buddy Rogers is now spotted 











Operations in Color 





Hollywood, March 7. 

Surgical operations by outstand- 
ing specialists in this country and 
abroad are being photographed in 
color, with synchronized explana- 
tory lectures by the surgeon him- 
self, for a medical library service 
in organization here. 

Operations are mainly recorded 
on one recl, though some of the 
majors require two or three. Renta! 
to medical schools or to individual 
surgeons is at $5 a reel 
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Page 1 Competish 


When the Lindbergh kid- 
naping dimmed the war on the 
front pages, Japan and China 
ceased firing. 


PRICE SPREE IN 
HOPEWELL, N. J. 











Trenton, N. J., March 7. 
The little town of Hopewell, 12 
miles from Trenton, is the only 


community in the country that has 
gotten over the depression. 

The village that has not tasted 
fame since Revolutionary days—and 
then it suffered competition—is 
reaping thousands of dollars a day, 
and every cent of it is going to the 
farmer-inhabitants who are _ the 
beneficiaries of the vivid kidnaping 
drama that puts any current Broad- 
way attraction to shame. 

Outsiders, particularly Trenton 
and Princeton merchants, and in 
some instances Philadelphia busi- 
nessmen, who thought that they 
might chisel in and benefit by the 
tremendous influx of reporters, 
photographers, the curious, et al., by 
renting vacant stores in Hopewell 
or by making outright purchases of 
small businesses, have found them- 
selves not wanted. This is Hope- 
well’s show, for, after all, who are 
the neighbors of Lindbergh? The 


doesn’t make a particle of differ- 
lence. 
Prices Soar 
Prior to last Wednesday, when 


the invasion of newspapermen from 
all parts of the country got under 
way, it was an enviable merchant 
!in Hopewell who grossed more than 
i$25 a day. 

That went for the one and only 
|restaurateur, for Gebhart’s Hotel, 
|the dairy store and the inevitable 
cigar and soft drink store where the 
|locals play checkers until bedtime. 








| The town’s only taxicab ran a cou- | 


| ple of errands daily and the barber 
shop grossed the $15 mark on Sat- 
page 42) 


on 


(Continued 


‘Public Ball Benefit 
| For Bandit on Trial 


Portland, Me., March 7. 
| A ‘benefit ball’ was staged here 
Friday for John ‘Spec’ O'Donnell, 


| who is in the county jail here facing 


|alleged participation in the sensa- 


' 
|15 to 30 years in state’s prison for 
|tional Cabot Mills payroll robbery a 


few months ago. The dance took 
lplace at the State ballroom, and' 
jtickets were openly sold by his| 


\friends to raise funds for the de- 
| fense, 

|} City and county officials knew of 
the plans from the start. 


fact that they mever saw Lindbergh : , ; 
papers anti-radio sentiments. 


+ 


Radio has scooped the daily press 
on almost all news stories of na- 
tional and international importance 
for the past two years. Since the 
simple procedure of getting a story 
on the air doesn’t include the more 
involved newspaper process, the 
element of time gives radio a big 
edge in high speed dissemination 
of news. 

On Friday (4) the A. P., U. P. and 
INS ceased furnishing news bulle- 
tins to both NBC and CBS. News 
offices told the networks that they 
are being kept too busy on the kid- 
napping case to take care of the 
broadcasting stations. INS has its 
own affiliated station in New York, 
WINS (Hearst) and could not see 
why it should service the networks, 


Inability of the networks to se- 
cure bulletin service forced them 
to send their own representatives to 
the U.P. and A.P. offices, and to 
some of the New York dailies, to 
pick up all news possible for relay 
to the microphone. 

Some of the daily offices kicked 
out the radio reps, but investigation 
by the broadcasting companies 
showed that the radio men were 
bothering the editors for data. In 
the majority of these instances, the 
bothersome reps were replaced by 
new men who were instructed not to 





| 





bother the newsmen. 

Networks also have their own 
men at the Lindbergh home now, 
reporting in by remote control. 

At the finish of news releases 
radio in general has lately ap- 
pended the information that ‘fur- 
ther details can be learned from 
any daily newspaper.’ That's a par- 
tial squarer, but hasn't quite suc- 
ceeded in pacifying the news- 


When radio threatened to cut in 
(Continued on page 34) 





DESERT’S LOW FLIERS 
| SEEKING NUDE STARS 


Los Angeles, March 7. 
Returners from Palm Springs are 
complaining of sky-peepers in air- 
planes who are flying low over the 


town and getting an eyeful of 
nudes. Sunbaths behind canvas 
side walls offer no _ protection 
against the overhead lookers who 
sometimes carry cameras. 

Those who go for the complete 
suntan say that every time they 


hear the drone of a plane it’s on 
with the bathrobe. 
Practice of flying over the town 


| With a pair of binoculars has been 
| spreading with several of the free- 


| towns 
| eyeful during a 20-minute air ride. 


lance flyers around San Bernardino, 
Redlands. tiverside and _ other 
promising passengers an 


Camera gag is a recent develop- 
ment, the photo addicts hoping te 
| Set a film star au natural on the™ 


negatives. 
Many commercial planes fl 
und the Springs, several ag 
} lin making it a scheduled stop 
nudist can’t take a chanced 


| 
|; but the 


}—so all airplanes are poison. 


| 
ar 
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Any Attempt to Cure Film Critics 
Unfavorably Regarded by Industry 


Curing the critics is held helpless 
Haysites who have made a more 
t ough stud of the newspaper! 
! ‘ sys ill othe I 
tals. 2) < é es > the a 
itio ‘ ] t shers, it I ng 
been nd he 7 eal 
t s the re critical 
ecis no t 
i iré riting 
ne co ris on tie alile as Was £&e = 
tured in Washington toward the 
dramatic brethren last week, is re- 


garded by leading picture buffers as 
not only impossible but dangerous. 

Picture spokesmen do not regard 
picture reviewers on the whole over- 


severe. They register many individ- 
ual objections, how ever, these being 
directed against critics who take 
their friends too seriously and who 
write with the idea of entertaining 
this particular group and with little 
consideration whether or not the 


film is entertaining to the masses. 
Score Star Rating 
Producers, however, strenuously 
object to papers permitting the star 
system of checking up a feature 


Dialog has added to the pro- 
ducers’ critic discomfort. On some 
of the metropolitan papers are re- 


noted, among the makers, 
vigilance as to rhetorical 
Students of the reviewer 
that an entire picture 
may be damned because one line 
may be grammatically incorrect. 
That type of picture reviewer in 
New York who studies every new 
picture to find if it contains a sem- 


viewers 

for their 
blunders. 
trouble allege 


blance of something which he has 
seen in previous releases, is also’! 
scored. If it should, the new pic- 


ture, regardless of other qualities, 
is invariabley rated as secondary. 


Wising up reviewers to produc- Lila Lee’s suit against Colum- 
tion details also has proven foolish.| pia charging breach of an oral 
Picture spokesmen contend that/| agreement to give her the femme 
when anything technical is €X-|leaq in Eddie Buzzell’s fight fea- 


plained to some of them, they store 
away the definition but when they 
see the next picture and the one 
after that they apply the knowledge 


in their own way, which usually is 
100% wrong. 
Educating the publishers to the 


point where they could bridle crit- 
icisms and confine the duties of a 
critic away from the personal to a 
more straight-away reportorial ac- 
count of how the audience received 
the picture is the picture producer's 





Stuck 


figure an 
the new headache. 


RED GRANGE SERIAL 
CALLED SLANDEROUS 


T.os 
sma 


answer ¢ 














Angeles, March 7. 

ll town reaction to | 
comes from Anaheim, | 
where the Ministers’ 
Union is campaigning against Sun 
day amusements. They have been 
making capital of an apparently in- 
nocent states right serial, ‘Gallop- | 
ing Ghost’ recently made by Mas- 

t with Red Grange. 
Citizens have been 
this serial] treating 
racket by combining gridiron and 
gangster elements. Feeling seems | 
to be that Hollywood has _ be- 
smirched the fair name of a na- | 
| 


Oddity of 
pictures 


California, 


rar 
resentful of 
football as ‘a 


tional enthusiasm and taken the | 
romance of fighting for dear old 
Alma, 

Red Grange is one of the authors | 
of the story. 


Col. Promises Lila Lee 
Squarer for Buzzell 


Hollywood, 





March 7. 


ture last December has been called 
off. Miss Lee has been promised a 
similarly important part in a fu- 
ture Columbia feature. 

Ralph H. Blum represented the 


actress, 





? 
Bancroft’s Future 
Hollywood, March 7. 
George Bancroft’s: contract for 
three pictures at Paramount will be 





dream right now. 


SOBOL’S SHORTS 


Columnist Starts This Week for 
Dowling and Bill Rowland 











Louis Sobol and Texas Guinan 
will be in the first of the series of 
shorts which Eddie Dowling and 
Bill Rowland are producing at the 
Standard Sound studio, New York. 
Sobol, New York ‘Journal’ column- 
ist, will do 13 shorts for the firm, 
using a different stage personality 
for each. 

Nick Kenny, ‘Mirror’ 
umnist, will make 13 others 
ether names. 

Sobol was 
stage names 
Sullivan fell 
Guinan brief goes 
this week. 


with 


picked to handle the 
when a deal for Ed 
through. The Sobol- 
into production 


~ ATWILL’ s 2D 


Hollywood, March 7. 


Lionel Atwill, legit actor, has 
gone with Warner Brothers. It's 
his second picture, 


Leo Morrison placed. 





Whitbeck as Wampas Prez 
Hollywood, March 2. 
Frank Whitbeck is expected to 
be elected president of the Wampas 
tomorrow (Tuesday). 
Paul Snell (Paramount) 
withdrawn from the 
clear field. 


having 
race leaves a 


Lady Inverclyde Sailing 
Hollywood, March 7. 
Lady June Inverclyde sails fer 
London March 24 on the Empress of 
Britain. 
She goes into a musical in Ju 
for Julian Wylie. 





up May 18, at which time the actor 
expects to leave for New York on 
a vacation. He also has an offer 
to make a film in England. 

Bancroft is new working on 
‘World and the Flesh’ and goes into 
his third and last immediately after 
completing it. 





CROSBY IN RADIO SATIRE 


Paramount may set Bing Crosby 





| the Doran, Ray & Hewes’ legit pro- 


j 
| 
| 
j 


radio col- | this end, 








EYES AND BELIEVES IT 


} 
IGNORANCE SHUTS ITS 4 
iS RIGHT. 





MR. AND MRS. JACK NORWORTH 
130 West 44th Street 
New. York 











;ences with Jesse L. Lasky toward 


for the film version of ‘Wild Waves,’ 


duction satirizing the radio. The 
crooner has been in several confer- 


Mind-readings ts are ducl 

g offers to work because of 
the Lindbergh babe. Afrai 
they'll be asked where ‘tis. 

They avoid trouble on 

ext president question by say- 
ng they can't discuss politi 


| Earl 
| phone 


| $250,000 a year. 


| publicity 


PICTURES 











WILL MAHONEY 


2 “Earl Carroll’s Vanities” 
Rowland Field in the Brook- 


Mr. 
lvn “Times’”’ said: “The high spot of 
Carroll’s Vanities is the xylo- 
dance by that competent 
clown, Will Mahoney.” 

Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 rds 


FAN DEPTS. NOW 





PAY OWN WAY 


Hollywood, March 7. 
Eliminating free fan photographs 


|}of picture celebs for the asking is 


saving the major studios more than 
Since the studios 
decided to charge from 10 cents 
to $1 each for the photographs, de- 
pending on size, the demands for 
pictures in fan letters have dropped 
75%. 

Studios still maintain fan letter 
departments, although considerably 
curtailed on account of the fewer 
letters to handle. Departments are 
now almost. self-supporting, the 
dimes and quarters that pour in 
just about takes care of the cost 
for stamps, stationery and clerical 
hire. 

Passing out free photos was en- 

couraged in the earlier days as a 
stimulus but now the 
studios are of the opinion that the 


more than $250,000 a year was vir- 
tually wasted for a big majority 


of the requests came from kids who 
looked upon the pictures as they 
did the old cigarette cards. 

Putting the pictures on a cost 
basis eliminated the kid urge to col- 
lect them in wholesale lots and the 
swapping gag as in cigarette cou- 
pons. It wasn’t unusual to find 
as many as four and five letters a 
week from the same youngster ask- 
ing for pictures of as many stars, 
each of which was their ‘favorite 
actress.’ 

One thousand requests a month 
for photographs of any one star is 
not considered heavy. Two years 
ago, toward the end of the free 
period, the demands reached as 
high as 32,000 a month. This was 





but nothing set as yet. 
Crosby has two more weeks to go 
at the Paramount, Brooklyn. 


SAILINGS 


to New 
Sherman 





April 5 (Paris 
iHelen Costello 
ette). 

March 24 (Los 
don), Lady June 
pres~ of Britain). 

March 14 (New 
{Lloyd Corrigan 

Mareh 12 
Libby 
ada). 

March 11 (New York to London) 
Marion Harris (Europa). 


York), 
(Lafay- 


Angeles to Lon- 
Inverclyde (Em- 





York to N 
(Augustus). 
to Orient) 
(Empress of Can- 


aple s}, 


(Vancouver 
Holman 





in the case of Clara Bow, and a 
record for any one player or one 





| month. 

| = 

| CORRIGAN’S VACASH 
Hollywood, March 7. 

| Lioyd Corrigan, Paramount di- 

jrector, left here Sunday .6) for 


New York. Will sail from there 
March 14 for Naples. 
On three months’ leaye from Par. 








A $750 Spite 


—_—_—_—_ 


Hollywood, March 7. 
contracted at $750 
a week received such a small 
part in a picture that he de- 


An actor 








liberately turned his back to 
the ¢ mera whenever called in 





front of the lens. 











GOLDWYN DISCOURAGES 
CANTOR PRE-FILM TOUR 


March 7. 
Eddie Cantor, who went into the 
Chinese theatre Sunday as an added 
attraction to ‘Mata Hari’ on a guar- 
antee and percentage for the final 
eight days of the picture’s run, 
may not tour the coast in ‘Kid from 
Spain’ as a musical before filming 
i: for Sam Goldwyn. 
not 


Hollywood, 


so hot for the 
that a musical shot 
directly from the script will have 
much more new business in it than 
one which has played to audiences. 
Too much opportunity for material 
in the stage production to be 
copped before it reaches the screen. 
Cantor, faced with the possible 
picture tactics, admits he’s lost en- 


Goldwyn is 
idea, believing 


thusiasm over the possibilities of 
his legit tour with his picture ma- 


terial, 


Idle Since April, Louise 
Wants to Scram Abroad 


March 7. 
An offer received some time ago 
to make a picture in England may 
be accepted by Anita Louise, at 
present under contract to Radio. 
The 16-year-old actress is tired of 
sitting around, not having had a 
role on the Radio or Pathe lot since 
‘Everything’s Rosey,’ finished last 
April. Six months ago she played 
for Universal in ‘Heaven on Earth’ 
on loan. 

Miss Louise was given a new con- 
tract Jan. 1° good for one year. 





Hollywood, 





Profs. in Hollywood 
Hollywood, March 7. 
Jacob Gould Schurman, former 
ambassador to Germany, and Prof. 
Charles Beard of Columbia Uni- 
versity are in Hollywood studying 
motion picture production, 
Say they are interested in pro- 
duction only from an educational 
viewpoint. Schurman  has_ been 
president of Cornell, 





Trenker Quits U 


Universal City, March 7. 
Luis Trenker, former Alpine ski- 
jumper, chilled on pictures. Actor 
imported for additional scenes in 
‘Mountains in Flame’ heads for 
Austria today (7). 
Studio and he couldn’t gibe on 


the money for him to work in new 
scenes for ‘Song of the Alps,’ Ger- 
man picture, for domestic use.. 
Universal’s option on the film will 
be dropped. 











Hemingway as Dial 
For Plots; Hollywood's Favorites 


og Model, Dumas 





4 | 
March 11 (New York to London). | Hollywood, March 7. 
Jimmy Campbell, Reg Connelly |} . 
(Majestic). meagete the fact that he has 
March 9 (Paris to New York). | written two novels and 30 shorts 
\Ina Claire (Olympic). stories, but has only sold one novel, 
March 8 (New York to Pari -) | ‘Farewell to Arms,’ for pictures, 


Mady 
(Bremen). 


Christians, 


Jack Warner 


argh 4 (New York to Paris), 
iJ apnea , Earl Carroll] (lle de 
aere 
| March 2 (Vancouver to Mel- 
be rne), John Junior (Stapletor 
| Kent). 
i 
| March 2 (New York to Havar 
| Dwig ght Dere Wiman (Morro “asr- 
tle), 
March 2 (New York to Berlin), 
| M r. and Mrs. Lruno Walter (Ham- 
burs). 
March 2 (London to New York) 
' Alex Aarons (Majestic). 


Ernest Hemingway is the most 
popular modern author among the 





picture people according to the 
|rental libraries and book shops 
here, 

Each of the book stores admits 


that more writers read Hemingway 
than any other author with one 
| exception, Alexander Dumas. Book 
store people claim that Dumas sup- 
plies more plots than any other 
| single writer. Hemingway, in their 
| opinion, is used as a dialog primer. 

All western producers are rabid 
readers of Zane Grey and Harold 
Bell Wright. Every new book they 
pen is eagerly awaited by the horse 


opera producers 
new angle for 
heroes, 

Anna Katherine Green, 
she has never sold 
to pictures, is another fav with 
the flicker group. Gene Fowler, 
with none of his three pub- 
lished books sold for films, also 
ranks high. Fowler’s ‘Great Mouth- 
piece’ has been the inspiration for 
several stories now in work includ- 
ing his own, ‘The State’s Attorney,’ 
which he wrote direct for Radio. 

According to the book stores, 
ranking of contemporary authors, 
in respect their popularity with 
the stucios and picture people is: 
Hemingway, Grey, Rupert Hughes, 
Mary Roberts Rinehart, Philip 
3arry, Anna Katherine Green, Fow 


hope for a 
galloping 


who 
their 


though 
anything 


to 





'Edna 


ler, Donald Henderson Clarke and 
Ferber. 


— 
——, 


Film 0. K. for Money, but for Acting 
Give Her Legit, Says Miss Frederick 





Pauline Frederick’s deep stage. 
actress voice gets all tightened up 
with indignation 


whenever anyone 


calls her a picture star. Though 
thousands of American women envy 
her the title, Miss Frederick 
| burns when she hears it. 
Frederick doesn’t care if has 
worked in pictures for years: she’s 
acted on the stage even longer, and 
it’s as a stage actress that 
wants to be known. 
It takes something 


only 
Miss 


she 





she 


to become a 


stage star, Miss Frederick says, but 
anybody, just so she has a pretty 
face, can be a picture star. Miss 


Frederick takes her acting serious- 


ly, and she doesn’t believe an ac. 
tress gets the chanceto prove her 
ability in pictures. She’s imme- 
diately limited by the necessity for 
remaining within the camera's 
range; she can’t give full vent to 
her talent for expression: she’s 


hemmed in by too many mechanical 
restrictions. Why then dignify her 
being photographed and responding 
to the director's orders by calling it 
acting? Only on the stage 
actress really act. 

Pictures, however, have 
mighty kind to stage 
They provide opportunity to earn 
enough money to allow the luxury 
of chancing the financial uncertain- 
ties of the stage. Miss Frederick 
makes more out of one picture than 
she does from months on the stage. 
Pictures have their monetary use 
to recruits from the stage, but as 
for picture work enhancing a stage 
actress’ reputation—well, that’s 
just too absurd, says Miss Fred- 
erick. She didn’t go through long 
hard years of serious work on the 


can an 


been 
actresses, 


stage only to be called a picture 
star, she repeats. 


A Paradox 


So zealous for the interests of the 
stage, Miss Frederick sees talking 
pictures in the paradoxical position 
of giving the stage the greatest im- 
petus it’s had in years. The 
mechanical, metallic, false sound of 
canned voices must drive people 
into the theatre, she _ believes. 
Surely her own voice can’t be that 
deep, hollow sound she hears com- 
ing out of picture theatres’ sound 
machines. It’s too machine-made. 

After a session with a series of 
such voices, audiences must get a 
nostalgia for the simple, natural 
tones of the speaking voice unam- 
plified. She doesn’t place much 
credence in the current belief that 
theatre audiences have swelled with 
people who want to see their screen 
favorites in person. They're there 
because they want to hear real 
voices, not sound box distortions, 
Miss Frederick thinks. 





POST-MORTEM SCRIPT 


Edgar Wallace Story Being Finished 
by Cormack 





Hollywood, Mareh 7. 

Bartlett Cormack has been en- 
gaged by Radio to complete the 
story on which the late Edgar Wal- 
lace was working at the time of 
his death. This is a continuity for 
a new production designed to util- 
ize the ‘prehistoric animal stuff 
filmed by Harry O. Hoyt with me- 
chanical monsters. 

Originally titled ‘Creation,’ that 
story was abandoned some time ago, 
but animal stuff along the lines of 
‘The Lost World’ is regarded as too 
costly to be junked, so it will be 
worked into the new outline. 

‘Man Without a Face’ and ‘Deatn 
Watch,’ written by the late Wal- 
lace, will be filmed as mysteries. 

‘The Most Dangerous Game’ is 
classed as a horror mystery. Irving 
Pichel, a Paramount borrowee, will 
co-direct with Ernest Schoedsack., 


RAYMOND DELAYED 
Gene Raymond doesn't leave 
the Coast for another week. 
Former Shubert player, nee Ray- 
mond Guion, came east to settle his 
Shubert contract. Originally the 
legit firm shared in Raymond's 
$1,000 Paramount picture salary, 
taking 25° 





for 





WB WANT DIANA CHURCHILL 

Diana Churchill, daughter of Win- 
ston Churchill, British statesman, 
has been offered an acting contract 





by Warners. 
She is without any 
experience on either 
screen. 
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Is Harry Ruby 





Hollywood, March 7, 

They broke Harry Ruby's heart 
at Palm Springs, but it was mended 
the same day by the same crowd. 
The Eddie Cantor-Four Marxes- 
Jimmy Durante outfit, with the H. 
Ruby-Bert Kalmar bunch were in 
on it. 

Kalmar and Ruby had gone to 
Palm Springs to confer with the 
Marxes on the next Marx picture 
for Paramount. They conferred 
areund the swiming pool of the El 
Mirador hotel for four days. 

Around the pool Ruby wore a 
baseball suit instead of a bathing 
outfit. Every spring Ruby has been 


with the Washington Senators at 
their training grounds and he felt 
lonesome. He’s popular with that 
ball club. In a Senator uniform, 


Harry is a pitcher. And with the 
uniform goes a swagger. So you 
can imagine Ruby giving the Mira- 
dor pool a load of swaggers. 

In between, Ruby staked the bell- 
hops a couple of smackers to catch 
a few for him. Harry told the hops 
just how the ball would break, so 


they could catch it. Harry didn’t 
want the gallery to think he was 
pitching wild. And always in the 
uniform with the swagger. 


Too Tough 

commenced to get tough 
competition. No one cared about 
his curves. The Durantes and the 
Cantors and the Marxes commenced 
to fade. Even Eddie Buzzell re- 
marked no one was listening to 
Harry Cohn’'s lousy gags. 

Cantor plotted the thing. He and 
Durante. Groucho Marx lost his 
nerve after looking at Ruby’s pitch- 
irg and refused to join. Cantor got 
the hotel clerk to write a note 
signed ‘The Management.’ It in- 
formed Ruby that guests were com- 
plaining against a swaggering ball 


tuby 


player saanging around the _ pool 
frightening the children. Would 


Mr. Ruby kindly oblige by becom- 
ing himself again. 

A bell-boy placed the note in 
Ruby’s free hand. His other hand 
held his last curve. Before reading 
the note, Harry pitched to another 
$2 bellhop. That ball is still roll- 
ing. Then Harry read the note. 

Dejected 

Taking off his cap, Ruby iet his 
head fall until he was doing an 
impersonation of Misery. Durante 
said he looked dejected. Groucho 

ras passing Harry at the time. 

‘T’ll catch a few for you, Harry, 
if no one else will,’ said Julius. 

‘Nope, I’m washed up here I 
guess,’ answered Harry. ‘Look at 
this.’ 

Looking with Groucho also was 
Peppo Marx, in on 25% of every- 
thing Marx, but not declared in on 
the gag. Noticing Harry’s lowered 
morale, Peppo grew sad with him. 

Meantime, Harry had offered a 
bellhop $5 to catch a few for him at 
Banning, a town 25 miles away. 
The bellhop replied it might cost 
him his job which was worth $15. 
But Harry said he couldn't go that 
high. 

Sympathetic “’oungster 

Meanwhile, Groucho’s young son 
noticing Peppo’s sadness, asked his 
Uncle Pep about the trouble. When 
Peppo told the boy, the youngster 
told his uncle Pep that his Pop, 
Groucho, had told his mother it was 
a frame. So Peppo told Ruby. 
Whereupon, Ruby again put on the 
uniform but couldn't find the ball 
and only had his swagger left. 

Ruby has engaged the south bank 
of the pool every weekend while 


west and has ordered a change in: 


He'll be both a 
Harry says 


baseball uniforms. 
Senator and a Pirate. 
he'll show them muggs. 


$1,500 for an Eye 


March 7. 





Los Angeles, 


Mack Sennett, Inc., has settled 
for $1,500 the $50,000 damage suit 
brought for Bobby James, 13, in- 
jured while playing near the for- 
mer Sennett studio on Glendale 
Boulevara. 

Boy found some dynamite caps 
and lost the sight of an eye when 


one exploded. 





Films and Groceries 


Los Angeles, March 7. 
Roland among the latest 
into the food store biz. 
is having a $30,000 public mar- 
ket built at 10th and Fairfax. 
Conrad Nagel, Cecil B. DeMille, 
and the Gore Bros., exhibs, are 
ether investors in food marts. 


Ruth 
breaking 
She 


| That Strange Man at Palm Springs 


in a Baseball Outfit 


PROPOSE NEW CONTRACT 


Agents Ask Only Gratitude 
and 10% 





Hollywood, March 7 
New § iron-bound ] 
‘ dopted 

Association 


contract is 
by the Artists Man- 
for between 
Members of the 
association are trying to put it into 
100% effect. 
Designed to 
breaking, 


been 
agers’ use 


agents and clients. 


prevent contract 


commission defaulting, 


or switching agents its use will 
stop current flood of agent-client 
suits, agents hope. 

Varies from present contracts in 
that if the agent sues for money 
due, client must pay attorney fees. 
No cancellation would be valid un- 
less in both parties’ writing. 

Also gives agent power of at- 
torney to collect client’s check and 
deduct commission. 


studios’ Demand 
or Bit ‘Names 


Stirs Mob Plaint 


Hollywood, March 7. 

Regular extras say they have a 
real kick coming, with work for mob 
people at its worst in picture his- 
tory, if charges are true that stand- 
ard supports are being paid $75 to 
$125 a day for ordinary bits. 

Situation is indicated by the num- 
ber of Hollywood agents evidently 
busy, reporting their business 
normal but refusing to state who is 
working and where. teason is that 
the parts are so minor they fear the 
rep of their clients will suffer if 
identified. 

Casting departments have gone 
‘name mad’ for parts too minor to 
be mentioned, is the agents’ ex- 
planation. Business for which 
some $7.50 extra would ordinarily 
be plucked out and given $12.50 or 
$15 for as a bit, now is specially 
cast. 

Expensive 

Situation is nice for the free- 
lances and their agents, but works 
to nullify the effect of studio salary 
cuts. With the contract lists cut 
25% or more, individual directors 
are inclined to spend some of the 
savings on more tony atmosphere. 

Practice apparently started off 
with Metro’s ‘Grand Hotel,’ which 
was not only loaded with top names, 
but had a number of $50 to $150 day 
people doing inconsequential bits, 

Typical example at a Hollywood 
lot is related by a $75 man, who 
said the director went after him 
as the only man for a 
scene. He was given a hefty script 
in which to find his part, and re- 
ported on the set four days before 
his scene came up. It called for 
him to stand at the foot of a stair- 
case and say good evening to the 
male lead. 


‘Blessed Event’ for WB 
At $66,000 for Cagney 


Warner Bros. topped Metro's bid 
by $1,000 for the screen rights to 
‘Blessed Event.” WB paid $66,900 
for it for Jim Cagney’s use. 

Dealing with the art of Broadway 





columning for a daily, its screen 
possibility for Oakie (Par), Ayres 
(U) and Dunn (Fox) had these 
firms also bidding. 





Fritzi’s Hotel Tangle 


Hollywood, March 7. 
Fritzi Ridgeway, former picture 
star, now operating the Del Tah- 
quitz hotel, accommodating 150 
guests, at Palm 
] with 
I company. 


decision will 


Springs is in a 
tangle stockholders of 
the holding 

Ultimate 
Miss 
Hotel 


people 


ROACH’S 130 


egal 


decide if 
Ridgeway retains control 


mainly caters to picture 





MI.—40 MINS. 


Holl d, Ma i. 
| Hal Roach’'s airoplane made Palm 
Springs to Culive ( about 13! 
i miles, in 49 inutes, 
With Roach on the fast hop were 
Mr. and Mrs. Louis B. Mayer and 
i Mr. and Mrs. Raoul Walsh 








| 


| 
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land probably fancier ones, are said] 
to have been: 
Gaws Maths 6648000 6ess+ Mt: BA 








Watchfulness 





Hollywood, March 7. 
Since receiving a threat let- 
ter a month ago, Edgar Alian 
Woolf has been carrying body- 
guards around with him. The 
protective force is now down 
to one ex-cop who is supposed 


to guard Woolf, front door 
all night. 

The other evening the pro- 
tecter accidentally let an alarm 
clock drop as Edgar opened 
the door. Cop said he needed 
the clock to keep an appoint- 


ment in the morning. 
But he’s still on the job 











Studios Digging 
Into Agents Who 
Take the Big Edge 


Hollywood, March 7. 
Hard up actors are squawking at 
being victimized by agents who in- 


sist on more than the usual 10% 
split in exchange for securing as- 
signments. The agents are known 


also by the studios to be. taking 
advantage. 

Agent argues with the player 
that the studios needn't know of 
this cut as the representative will 
hold out for full salary, but in view 
of things being tough, etc., the 10% 
boys want more than that. 

Understood the producers are 
taking this up at an association 
meeting. Studios are further miffed 
at being put in a spot through in- 
uendo, strictly propagandized by 
the agents, that studio attaches, 
casting officials, et al. must be 
‘seen.’ The agents work this by 
deducting a fixed sum from the 
player, supposedly to ‘take care of’ 
somebody in the studio, with no 
proof that such ever happened, or 
whether the agent pocketed that in 
addition to the 16%. 

If there is an actual pay off in 
the casting or other office on the 
lot, the studio execs have reached 
the point where they want some 
information. 





Mae Clarke’s Breakdown 


Hollywood, March 7. 

Mae Clarke is in a local hospital 
trying to defeat a breakdown, 

tecalled from Palm Springs. 
where she was resting, to make re- 
takes for Universals’ ‘Night Club.’ 
Miss Clarke was immediately rushed 
to Cedars of Lebanon hospital by 
her agent, Leo Morrison, after fin- 
ishing before the camera. 

Yesterday (Sunday) Miss Clarke's 
malady developed so rapidly she 
was removed to a sanatarium and 
may remain there indefinitely. 





MORE FAKE COLUMNISTS 





Crashing Hollywood Festivities in 
Wrinkled Suits 


| 
| 


Hollywood, March 7. 
Party crashers who used to rep- 
resent themselves as members of 


| blueblood and noble European fam- 
get to the free 
palming them 
selves off as prominent newspaper- 
men 

With Hollywood currently wise 
to the prince and duke thing, the 
newspaper gag appears simpler as 
the crashers don’t have to be so 
regal in appearance and poise. Pres- 
ent wave of popularity for column- 
ists is helping the graft. 

Last week Mark Hellinger had a 


eats and 


| 
j 
ilies of Europe now 
drinks by 


pseudo taking the bows for that 
columnist. This week another 


would-be life of the party is get- 
ting elbow exercise as ‘Frank Sul- 
livan of the New Yorker.’ 


KIDNAP SCARE 
HITS FILM 
PARENTS 


Hollywood, March 7. 

Private detectives are enjoying a 
bull market on engagements to 
guard homes and children of pic- 
ture people as a result of the Lind- 
bergh baby kidnapping. 

Kidnap threats, usually from 
cranks, upset film names periodic- 
ally. While nothing ever 
developed, the fear is felt that des- 
perate individuals may be inspired 
to cash on the sentiment that ran- 
soms should be paid for kidnapped 
babies before notifying the police. 

Picturites dwelling in semi-iso- 
lated hill and beach homes are par- 
ticularly worried and _ investing 
heavily in protection. 


Coward Due at Fox 


Hollywood, March 7. 

Noel Coward is expected here this 
week or next to go into story con- 
fabs with Fox on ‘Cavalcade,’ 
‘Bitter Sweet” and a third script to 
be selected. 

Probably will be given a writing 
berth in connection with these two 





serious 








plays. 





Gag Cipher System of Film Business 
Protection Against Own Personnel 





Hollywood, March 7. 

Show business out here .is in 
cipher. Executives carry around 
little notebooks with coded names 
for key men in their own and other 
organizations. Every star has a 
set of whiskers, theatres would 
never know themselves, and arith- 
metic sounds or looks like the gib- 
berish of a three-year-old. 

Oddly enough this shroud of 
mystery has little or nothing to do 
with the press. It’s for the studios’ 
own employees. The third vice- 
president or associate producer is 
afraid the fourth will find out what 
he said, wrote, or wired, the 
ond vice-president or production 
official. 


sec- 


Code Names 


As the codes change frequently, 
probably only a handfull know at 
any one time what the prevailing 


former 


ewer 


hierogylphics are. Some 


code names, now replaced by 


B. P. Schulberg....Mr. Thistle 
Samuel Goldwyn...Mr. Panama 
Hiram Brown..Mr. Hemingway 
Million dollars. .ceceees Oil well 
Will Hays. ..cccccsccces a rustet 
Straight rental.......we Worry 
Percentage...sccoee they Worry 
Louella ParsonS.ce...sees Queer 
Sid Grauman,...e...-Mr. Barnum 
Jack Warner.ccecees-Mr. Miller 


E. R, Tinker....eee. Wall Street 


When negotiations of an import- | by 


ant nature involving organizational 


changes or matters of policy are in 
prospect it is the custom for those 
persons, east and west, who will be 
involved, to formulate a_e special 
code for use. 

It's practically impossible for out- 
siders to receive information at 
any time, but those within the com- 
panies have many ways of inter- 
cepting, eavesdropping, or getting 
tips. Where letouts are contem- 
plated this is especially guarded 
against, as employes with fore- 
knowledge that their services 
about to end can do much harm, 
directly through malice or indirectly 
through indifference. 

Right now, with almost all the 
producing companies, and especially 


thely 


are 


theatre operating adjuncts, it 
a delicate state of uncertainty, leaks 
occurring in the 
constiute a 


transmission of 


Messages major worl 
to executives. 


FLORENCE ELDRIDGE OUT 
Hollywood, March 7. 


Florence Eldridge (Mrs. Fredri 








March) is leaving the Cedars of 
Lebanon hospital the end of this 
yeek 

Appendicitis operation on Mar. 2 

Testing Kath. Warren 

j Hollywood, March 7 
Katharine Warren, with Wal 
Hampden’'s ‘Cyrano,’ is being tested 


Radio for ‘Westward Passage’ 


(Ann Harding). 


Stars at Their Worst’ New Denwal 
Of Dailies, Fan Mags for Pictures 


Holly Ww ood, 
magazines 


March 7%. 


Fan and newspapers 


have revolted against the continued 


use of posed still pictures and have 


started 


candid «¢ 


demanding unposed and 


stuff of studios. 


imera’ 


Deadening effect year after year of 


tooth paste smiles, exposed knees 


ind stilted expressions is being felt. 
for stills 
especially 


un- 


Result is a sudden request 
t are natural, and 
} 


those taken while subject is 
aware, 

Several fan magazines have al- 
ready employed photographers of 
their own to get the pictures. Stu- 
dio photogs are admittedly in a 
rut, having filmed the same kind 
of people and their antics so often 
they can’t get a new angle on a 
pair of gams. 

Studios’ Attempts 


Studios are urging their still men 


to get the ‘candid camera’ stuff. 
Most of this is unfit, showing up 
player’s big feet, wrinkles or bad 


side, and is destroyed. Despite the 
waste, publicity men are hot after 
the unposed stuff, knowing this can 
readily planted with mags and 
newspapers. 

Two studios opened their gates 
to outside cameramen employed by 
magazines to get the candid poses, 
with the understanding that studio 
publicity departments would okay 
the negatives. 

Harry Lang, who represents 
‘Movie Mirror here, employed Les 
Mawhinney, former photog on the 
‘Examiner,’ to grab off some snaps. 
Mawhinney was given the run of 
Radio and Universal to work. Oth- 
er studios as yet have refused to 
permit outside: photographers on 
the lot, not trusting the boys to 
show them everything. 

Candid Photogs 
Fawcett Publications employ a 
bulb squeezer named Harold Fink 
to get candid stuff around Holly- 
wood for their various fan maga- 
zines. 
J. B. Scott, 


former news syndi- 
cate photographer, has opened an 
office in Hollywood with William 
Phillips. Their specialty will be the 
unposed portraits, They will work 
with studios, however, the press 
agents. okaying the pictures, 
Desire for unposed pictures is 
beginning to permeate the news- 
papers nearly as strongly as it has 
the fan mags. 

Typical Scene 
Several of the ‘keyhole’ photogs 
made themselves unpopular through 
swiping scenes at picture parties 
and outdoor events, and publishing 
them as is. One in particular 
showed a certain femme star at the 
Caliente dog races. Her neck was 
well wrinkled, her face screwed up 
by the sun and she had on glasses. 
Her boy friend’s hat was on 
crooked, and he had cigarette ashes 
on his vest. 


At indoor parties, photogs used 
a flash bulb. Now, however, they 
aren't welcome, since some of the 


scenes they took have been printed. 
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$300,000 Worth of 


Film Goes Yearly 


To New Faces; Most Unsatisfactory 


en + 


March 7. 
With all admitting a 
dearth of young talent for future 


Hollywood, 


studios 


starring possibilities, film testing of 
candidates who offs promise is 
costing the studios around $300,909 
yearly. 

Giving the once-over to such tal- 
ent from the bit field, from extra 
ranks and sometimes from the 
simon-pure mob who y to crash 
the gate, consumes at least 1,000,- 
000 feet of film a year. An equal 
amount goes initio cameras for spe- 


cific tesis of players already on 


the payroll. 
Stage Insufficient 
Stage has not been able to 
ply enough prospects for future big 
screen spots. Indicative of the exec 
viewpoint on this was the parting 
short of E. R. Tinker at Fox, who 
stated that hereafter his studio 
would look to small players already 
here for its future featured players 


sup- 


and stars. Other studios are also 
concentrating on this field. And 
it means much testing. 

Making preliminary tests is now 


virtually an industry in itself. Per- 
functory tests of former times, of- 
ten handled by inexperienced tech- 





Much Indie Activity on U 
Lot; Also Chas. Rogers 


Hollywood, March 
Universal is preparing for a 
heavy influx of indie producers on 
its lot and is constructing a number 
occupied 


of additional offices to be 
Vv 


the guest producers, the ‘office’ 
being the chief requisite of 
hurry -uppers. 


Charles R. Rogers is practically 
set to make his own productions 
on the U lot with a number of 
lesser lights dickering and three or 
four already at work. 

Fine for Universal, but a terrible 
headache for the former rental lots 
which now have more overhead 
than intake from the empty spaces 
which once were busy with off and 
on productions. 


PAR-SENNETT 
SHORTS DEAL 





nicians, now are of the past. 
900-Foot Tests 
Every test now means at least 


$00 feet of film. 
represents the negative picture, ° | 
third the voice test negative and 
the other third the combined posi- 
tive. It was the voice end that 
made testing all-important, for in 
the past it was only a one way 
gamble—appearance. Poor voice 
now throws out hundreds of can- 
didates who could have _ passed 
muster were face and carriage the 
Only requisites. 

Recent horror cycle with the 
grotesque make-ups of its monster? 
has heavily taxed the test end re- 
cently. Example was the 9,000 feet 
of film used on Fredrie March for 
*‘Jekyl and Hyde’ before Paramount 
officials were satisfied with the 
trick effects. Universal canned 
even more film before it was set on 
the monster in ‘Frankenstein.’ 


Good OF Bankers 


Balking Layoffs 
For Happy Execs 


One third of this 
| 








March 7. 


Present chaotic condition in the 
studios has the army of lay-offs in 
a quandary as to whom to approach 
for a job. Studio execs are taking 
advantage of the situation by pass- 
ing the buck without giving the job 
seekers the idea that they are being 
hi-hat. 

No-admittance rule at the studios 
has execs gulping their food at the 
Hollywood eateries between ‘6ld pal’ 
greetings from their actor, agent, 
writer and director friends who are 
hanging around the Taft building 
where they get a good view of all 
picture yeople into nearby 
restaurants, 

Greatest protection of the exec 
against layoffs is ‘I don't know how 
that story stands, The bankers are 
reading it now.’ Layoff has no 
comeback. 


Hollywood, 


going 


Roxy’s Bulb Experiments 
Keep Alhambra Closed 


RKO almost got rid of the dark 
Alhambra, New York, last week, 
but lost out just as contracts. were 
on the desk waiting to be signed. 
Irving Yates and Jimmy O'Neal 
wanted the Harlem house for their 
all-colored Bill Robinston talker, 
‘Harlem Is Heaven.’ 

Deal was verbally closed and the 
terms completed when the theatre 
department discovered foxy is 
using the Alhambra for lighting 
and other experiments for Radio 
City. 

Roxy stays in and the house 
stays dark, minus rent, with Yates 
and O'Neal obliged to look for an- 
ether spot. 


-ranks of major shorts’ makers next 


Paramount will drop from the 
season by its transfer of all pro- 
ducing to the west Coast. Its shorts’ 
netivities will be carried on under 
«& working agreement with Mack 
Fennett whereby Sennett will par- 
ticipate in the producing, all of 
which will take place in the Sennett 
studio. 

Transfer of eastern feature work 
to Hollywood will tax the Par stu- 
dio there to the limit, hence the 
necessity of producing shorts else- 
where. 

Larry Kent, Par Shorts’ produc- 
tion head for several years, is re- 
ported: leaving; the company. This 
will vest direction of the shorts’ 
program with the regular feature 


“ FOX-WC CHAIN 





production staff and dissolve the} 
former’s present status of a sepa- 
rate department. 

Par’s tentative shorts program 
for ’31-'32 under the Sennett studio 
arrangement will comprise 10 one- 
reelers, 26 two-reelers anc six four- 
reel shorts. Latter will be called 
‘featurettes.’ 

Of the 10 singles, eight have al- 
ready been produced at the Long 
Island studio during the closing 
weeks there. Remaining pair also 
will be completed there in all prob- 
ability, leaving only the two and 
four-reelers for the western end. 


M-G to Remake Ibanez’s 2, 
Both Possibly with Garbo 


Metro will remake two Vincente 
Blasco Ibanez novels, both of which 
were done by Garbo as silents. They 
are ‘The Torrent,’ first picture by 
Garbo in this country, and ‘The 
Temptress.’ 

Presumption is that in Metro’s 
purchase of the added rights to the 





story for filming now, including 
dialog and foreign talker rights, 


Garbo will star in both. 

‘Torrent’ was released in Novem- 
ber, 1924, as a silent, and ‘Tempt- 
ress’ in October, 1926. 


Schaefer-Katz Confab 


Hollywood, March 7. 

Charles McCarthy will leave here 
Wednesday for New York. Intended 
an earlier departure but delayed 
until the arrival of Sam Katz here 
today (7). 

George Schaefer and John Clark, 
western division manager, are here 
from San Francisco and will go into 
a huddle with Katz. 

Schaefer will remain at least an- 
other week. 

When Sam Katz arrived at the 
Par studio Monday he stated he 
wanted to stay 10 days only. 

Sam Katz, Publix head, is expect- 
ed back in his New York office by 
March 28, Easter Monday. 

Katz left last week for the Coast 
and a visit to the Paramount stu- 
dios there. 








SHIFTING COWAN 

James E. Cowan, in charge of 
the Paramount Astoria studio, clos- 
ing down following completion of 
‘Sensation’ (Par) last week, will be 
shifted to an operating post in Pub- 
lix, it is said. 

He holds a contract that has some 





time 17 go 


LESSER DEAL OFF 


T.P.E. Negotiations Chill On Zane 
Grey Film Series 


Talking Picture Epics’ deal with 
Sol Lesser and Joe Goldberg looks 
cold. 

From his sick bed in a hotel Les- 
iser, who has been laid up with 
| bronchitis, will seek other distribu- 
ition for his Zane Grey series. Gold- 
berg continues in association. 
| Proposition was for Lesser to be- 
‘come prez of T.P.E. with Frank R. 
Wilson, present head, to become 
lv.p., but it’s cooled down now. 








BEST IN U. 8, 
SKOURAS 


Los Angeles, March 7. 

‘The Fox-West Coast circuit is 
the finest theatre property in the 
country,’ says Spyros’ Skouras. 
The Skouras' brothers, Spyros, 
George and Charles, are now the 
sole operators of this western chain 
of around 325 houses, 

Spyros and Charles, now out here, 
are further enthused over F-WC 
through finding the circuit’s con- 
dition much better than they had 
been led to expect before starting 
their present inspection tour. 

Spyros will remain around Los 
Angeles for about another month. 
Upon his return to the east, 
Charles Skouras will remain as 
general director of the chain. 

In toto at present the Skourases 
are operating, east and west, around 
550 theatres, 


STUDIO-UNION PARLEY 
NEARING SETTLEMENT 


Hollywood, March 7. 

Five weeks of negotiations be- 
tween the unions and Pat Casey, 
who is representing the Porducers’ 
Association, are expected to be 
amicably consummated this week. 
New contract will run two years 
from date of signature. 
I. A. Brotherhood of Electrical 
Werkers, Carpenters and Music ins 
have practically agreed to accept a 
10° cut on the wage scale preyail- 
ing prior to November when former 
terms lapsed. Painters expected to 
okay similar proposition later this 
week, 








Rowland in Charge 





Hollywood, March 7. 

Richard A. Rowland took over the 
Fox studio reins afier the departure 
Saturday night of W. C. Michel. 
Rowland’s official title is chairman 
of the management board, of which 
Michel is also member, as is the 
absent Winnie Sheehan. 


Glenn Griswold, accompanied by 
Mrs. Griswold, is due to return to 
New York today (Tuesday) from 
the coast. 


Political Film Cycle 


Hollywood, March 7. 
Courtney Terrett has gone to 
Washington to get the lowdown on 
presidential candidates; material 
required for ‘Dark Horse,’ political 
story he is writing for Warners. 
Story is intended to fit into the 
cycle of yarns expected to ride in 
on the political campaign. Fox has 
‘If I Were President’ and Columbia 
has ‘Washington Merry-Go-Round’ 
to use as a title for a studio-au- 
thored story in the same theme. 
Terrett is hoping to get some in- 
side stuff. 


Fox Outs McKenna 


Hollywood, March 7. 
Kenneth McKenna, Fox director 
assigned to do ‘Man About Town’ 
was abruptly dropped from pay- 
roll. 
John Francis Dillon will direct 
‘Man’ before starting ‘Weekends 
Only,’ for which he was engaged. 


OLDKNOW HOSPITALIZING 


Los Angeles, March 7. 
Oscar S. Oldknow is in the Good 
Samaritan hospital here for a res! 
Former executive v.p. of Fox-W.c. 
may continue under the Skouras 














iregime but with less responsibility. 





Metro Would Buy ‘Rain’ 
For Crawford as ‘Sadie’ 


Hollywood, March 7. 
Metro is interested in ‘Rain’ for 
Joan Crawford and is dickering 
with United Artists for purchase of 
the story. 
Hays office 
title, so if the 


opposes use of the 
Metro purchase ma- 
terializes, picture may be made 
under the Gloria Swanson title, 
‘Sadie Thompson.’ 


Lewis Milestone in New York is 
working with Maxwell Anderson on 
the story preparation of ‘Rain’ and 
knows nothing about U.A. selling 
the rights or Hays’ tabooing the 
play for screening under its orig- 
inal title. 


SCHOOL FILMS 
IN FOR SPURT 


Interest in producing visual edu- 
cational subjects is being markedly 
revived within big production cir- 
cles as the result of the complete 
endorsement of film as a medium 
by the National Educational Asso- 
ciation in Washington last week, 
One of the major picture com- 
panies is prepared shortly to con- 
tinue visual work on a more exten- 
sive scale than ever before. 
Establishment of a visual nucleus 





through the consolidation of the 
film boards of. the NEA and the 


Academy of Visual Education is re- 
garded by film executives as one 
of the most material as well as po- 
litical moves toward expediting 
pictures in the classroom. This 
merger, it is pointed out, has been 
agitated among educators for the 
past seven years, 





MclIntire’s Paper Saving, 
$1,000,000 for Fox Lot 


Hollywood, March 7. 

D. E. McIntire, Chase bank’s rep. 
on the Fox lot, returns to New 
York with a paper-saving of ap- 
proximately $1,000,000 on the re- 
moval of Fox productior. from the 
Western avenue lot to Westwood. 
When the move was first dis- 
cussed the previous studio regime 
figured it would cost close to $1,- 
000,000 in production tieup added to 
the physical cost of the move, 

McIntire requested $50,000 to be 
used for this purpose, pledging that 
there would be no interruption to 
the production schedule. It was 
accomplished at a cost of around 
$30,000 without stoppage on any 
picture. 


Understanding at the Fox home 
office is that the return of D. E. 
McIntire from the coast studio is 
temporary and that he will go back. 
Visit is described in the east as 
‘routine.’ 





Jack Warner Sailing 


Jack L. Warner sails on the 
Bremen today (Tuesday) on a short 
trip to England to look over Warner 
Bros.’ production there. He will be 
abroad only a week or 10 days. 

Harry Warner may stay away 
from his New York office for an- 
other month. Head of WB is still in 
Florida. He was originally due back 
here late last month. 


Alec Francis No Alien 


Hollywood, March 7. 

Alec B. Francis, in ‘Variety's 
list of foreign-born picture players, 
secured his citizenship papers in 
November, 1930, 

In view of current agitation 
against alien actors Francis wants 
his status known. 








Laemmle’s May Sailing 
Carl Laemmle, Sr., will embark 
for Europe in May, his itinerary to 
include Germany. Any anti-Hitler 
statement credited to him is a 


wrong report states Universal's 
president, 

Laemmle left for the Coast 
Saturday (5). Junior remains in 
New York. He has been laid up 


with sinus trouble, but plans to de- 





part next week. 


‘Dark House Opener’ Is New Wrinkle 
For Film Thievery; Million Feet Stolen 


+ 


A national ring of film thieves 


using South American theatres ag 
a fence which pay from $50 to $109 
per reel for pilfered American prod. 
uct is being investigated by 
Hays organization 
subsidiaries 
try. 

Among some of the 
tices being resorted to by the ring 
of picture bootleggers is the ‘dark 
house opener.’ A score of exchanges 
and several realtors in the middle 
west have already been reported 
victimized by this unique trend in 
film burglary. 

One of the gang is used 
rate this b.o. scheme. He 
an exchange in a locality 
there are several closed houses, 
stating that he wants a picture to 
try out the talker equipment before 
officially opening. Head 
practically every such _ instance, 
Hays investigators report, has 
gladly volunteered whatever film is 
requested, believing a steady cus- 
tomer is in the offing. 

Exchanges’ Skullduggery? 


tha 
and all of its 
throughout the coune 


latest prace 


to opes 
goes to 
where 


booker in 


In this particular practice inves- 
tigators are certain film exchanges 
are unwittingly hoodwinked while 
in others, belief is expressed that 
there are some ‘inside jobs’ in which 





film employees know what is hap- 


pening. 
During the past six months, 47 
features and short subjects, esti- 


mated to run into over 1,000,000 feet 
of exposed negative, have been 
physically stolen. 

Investigators admit themselves 
unable to attempt to calculate the 
quantity of film rights which have 
been stolen via the duped negative. 
A first class laboratory, it is pointed 


out, can complete such a dupe in 
little over two hours. Labs doing 


business for the regular producers 
are not included in the industry's 
hunt to run down the dupe end of 
this thievery. Indie labs would be 
the more likely spots to do such 
duping, it is believed. 

Tightening up on the physical 
stealing, the industry is preparing 
to warn delivery truckmen espe- 
cially to be on their guard. Many 
of the pilferings of positives have 
been effected while the truckman 
has been off the street. Careless- 
ness about the exchanges through 
leaving film in cans unguarded is 
also being checked up. 

Bootlegging of film, while be- 
lieved to be concentrated in Central 
and South America where the copys 
right laws are lax and where invese 
tigatory results are difficult, is also 
reported flourishing in some of the 
lesser towns in the U. 8S. 


Hays Collects Statistics 
Refuting La Brookhart 


Hollywood, March 7. 

Hays survey of 50 features made 
by majors in 13 months shows only 
16 with gangster or semblance of 
gang activity in them. Statistics 
offered in support of the Hays of- 
fice tag of prevaricator for Sene 
ator Brookhart, especially his state- 
ment that exploitation of the gang- 
ster was the screen fashion last 
year and the trend is now towards 
prostitution. 

Regarding this year’s trend, Hays 
office says it will be virile and 
towards the outdoor and melo, with 
the scarlet less than last year. 











Cukor Preparing Suit 
On Par Credit Removal 


Hollywood, March 7, 

Injunction will be asked against 
the exhibition of ‘One Hour With 
You’ unless credit to George Cukor 
as director is restored on the 
screen and in advertising, accord. 
ing to Ralph H. Blum, Cukor's at- 
torney. Max D. Steur has been re- 
tained by Blum to handle action in 
the New York courts. 

A bulky affidavit by Cukor re- 
garding his work in legit and for 
Paramount, and in detail on his re- 
lations with Ernst Lubitseh in 
‘One Hour,’ has been ferwarded to 
Steuer, with contracts and studio 
correspondence as exhibits Con- 
tention is that eredit was 
jerked after the preview, when 
Lubitsch informed the that 
his or Cukor’s name have 
to come down. 


Cukor's 


studio 
would 
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Defeat of N.Y. 10% Tax Anticipated: 
Anti-Legislation Plan Developed 





A national formula for fighting 
State or Federal tax measures is 
peing developed within the entire 


industry. Inspiration for the same 
admittedly found in the new type 


po legislative battling machine 
which, within 48 hours after it was 
set up in New York, had approxi- 
mately 25,000 telegrams of protest 
from churches, schools and civic 
organizations, as well as the in- 


dustry deluging Albany. Of these 
Governor Roosevelt, personally 
ceived 7,000 messages, 


re- 


Yesterday (Monday), following a 
final week-end poll of assembly 
districts in five counties, industry 
leaders were certain that Friday 


will close the legislature with no tax 


on the New York film box office. 
These same leaders were busying 
themselves for the national foray 
which must be decided within the 
next two weeks. While more or less 
expectant that the 2% sales tax 
will be imposed on rentals, the in- 
dustry spokesmen were optimistic 


that they can, by the same meas- 
ures employed in the Albany battle, 


cnuse to be shelved the contem- 
plated Federal measure of 10% on 
all admissions over 25c 


Telegraphic Barrage 
Saturday and Sunday delegations 
of managers called the home of 
every Albany legislator. Besides the 
the legislators were barraged 
with more wires and telephone calls 


ar 


visits 


that continued up until 3 o’clock 
Sunday and Monday mornings. 


Managers were aided in their cam- 
paign by checkers paid by the Film 


Board of Strategy set up in Man- 
hattan. 

As an instance of the thorough- 
ness of this week-end proxy hunt 


one assemblyman in the Bronx dis- 


trict received 20 visits and 65 
telegrams. There are only five the- 
atres, incidentally, in the district 


which he represents. 
In addition to personal calls man- 


agers were instructed to call upon 
all in their neighborhood to whom 
their theatre had ever rendered a 
favor. In many instances, it is re- 


vealed, butchers and grocers were 
added to politicians, church groups 


and colleges. The entire faculty 
of Fordham joined in a protest to 


the Governor. 
Confession in Red 
More theatre ledgers were lugged 
around than at any time, the man- 
gers leaving nothing unturned 
even to showing the assemblymen 
fresh red ink. 


Over in Brooklyn a single man- 
ager got 36 doctors to wire to AIl- 
bany. 

In the meantime Charles Petti- 


john, of the Hays organization, and 
Charles O'Reilly, of the T. O. C. C., 
were exchanging trains back and 
forth to Albany. 

Among the wires sent to Roose- 
velt was one from the official in- 
dustry in which it was pointed that 


the stocks of largest producers 
had dropped 95° during the past 
two years and so also is the gen- 


eral status of the business. 

‘Is it fair to assume,’ queried the 
wire, ‘that the reason given that 
the tax is easily collected should be 
used to demolish a business which 
is already demoralized?’ 

This wire revealed also that there 
is not a single exhibitor in New 
York today who operating his 
theatre at a profit greater than 2% 


is 


of the 2rTross. 
Legit Activity 
On the legit end Henry Mosko- 
Witz, of the Theatre League, had 


3,000 circulars distributed in Broad- 


Way legit houses urging public 


Protest. They bore a coupon to be 
filled out and were mailed by the 
League. It was estimated that be- 


tween 


0.000 and 6,000 signed pro- 
tests had been sent to Albany. 
The American Federation of 


Labor also joined the protest move- 

ment 
Proposal 

ami 


to place a 10% tax on 
sement admissions was sudden- 
ly put into the new federal 


revenue act by the Ways and Means 
Con 


ba k 


of 





‘marketing 


‘ 





Photophone to Cater 
To Indies by License 


Fee Cuts; W.E. Later? | 


RCA Photophone, first of the big 
electrics to cut reproduction equip- 
ment price, will shortly announce a 
graduated scale of recording royal- 
ties. Instead of a flat $500 per 
negative reel, Photophone will ef- 
fect adjustments which will enable 
the short subject producer to rec- 
ord at about one-third the price of 
the major producer while the in- 
dependent maker, from indications, 
will not be asked to pay more than 
$250 in royalty per reel. 

Return on product through its 
possibilities is under- 
stood to determine largely the RCA 


decision. That issue has been one 
|of the most bitter inside causes of 
friction between the electrics and 
producers. Over a year ago pro- 
ducers began agitating for an 
,elasticity in recording royalties so 
that they would be on a more 
equitable basis. 

Western Electric, admittedly 
forced to lower its equipment 
prices after RCA took the stand, 
denies any contemplation of again 
following Photophone on making 
any sacrifice in its income from 
the film industry. Attitude of 


} 





imittee late last week. After 
Strong protests from theatre inter- 
ests it was hoped the committee 
Would respond to the general plea 
Understood the legislators ruled the 
“icket lax necessary to bring about 
; otal sum figured on. 
\musement interests will cor 
. ® tight the impost, which in | 
Past several years has applied 
to high priced theatre and box- | 
t=. If not successful in the 
‘ protest will be placed 
Senate Finance Commit 
‘ body made the eonces 
“ 


Westernites now, as before, is that 
it is not being influenced by chang- 
ing policies in outside interests and 
that the terms of its licenses for- 
bid it making concessions to any 
selected group without the same 
being enjoyed by all licensees. 

RCA now has producer 
censees throughout the world, 
12 of these in England. 

Cutting of its recording 
this time is understood 
motivated by a desire on 
of RCA to cash in on the growing 
independent field in the U. S. Many 
of the indies now are using the 
Photophone method and these will 
be among the first to benefit by 
the reduction, 

Indie production heads have re 
peatedly complained that a picture 
with a $25,000 budget should not be 
put in the same electric tax class 
with one running into 10 times that 
and with 20 times the distribution 
opportunities. Some of the indie 
users of Western claim that as high 
as 20% of their budget has had 
to be charged off to W. E. license 
fees. 


li- 
with 


a) 
veo 


fees at 
to be 


the part 





Hollywood, March 7. 

Balsley & Phillips, licensed ERPI 
(W. E.) sound recorders, have been 
given new terms by ERPI, which 
virtually presents them with a 
monopoly of the business in ERPI 
recording for independent produc- 
tions, since the Metropolitan studio, 
other ERPI licensed rental lot, does 
not share the concession. 

Under the new terms announced 
by Balsley & Phillips the minimum 
charge is $2,500 fur 85 hours, this 
including the royalty fees, against 
the former charge of $500 per reel, 
payable 30 days following the com- 
pletion of the picture. All record- 
ing over the minimum 85 hours is 
a straight $20 per hour. 


RKO Will Reissue 
Radio’s First Talker 


RKO is planning to retssue ‘Syn- 
copation’ (Radio) in its theatres on 
the strength of the Morton Downey 
and Waring’s Pennsylvanias radio 
Picture is a musi- 


and record rep. 
eal. 

‘Syncopation’" was made three 
years ago and was Radio's first 
talker, then playing only in 1,400 
sound houses. With many more ad- 
ditional houses now available. 
RKO's idea is to try it again for 
the small biz, and, perhaps, grab 


$75,000 for it from the minor houses. 








sions that exempted tickets up to $3 | 


when the revision was made. 
Jackson, Miss., March 7. 
The state of Mississippi is on the 
verge of having a heavier amuse- 
ment tax. <A | has passed the 
House and is up in the Senate. 
Little opposition to the bill is seen 
Events sponscred by argicultural 
se ties onl ire exempted, which 
des 1airs 
pres MI ppi re- 
iu ’ P ea ;dmission ove! 
my I proposes a 
“ « . d a 6 





Small Cost, Big Grosses 
i 


| Universal's ‘Frankenstein’ 
looks certain to gross $1,000,- 
000 within the domestic mar- 
ket. Belief within the trade has 
been that this amount is the 
| maximum to be had under pres- 
|} ent conditions. Some have been 
} of the opinion that the day of 





seven figure gross rentals are 
in the past and will remain 
there until the general situa- 
tion betters. However, no 
question that the U thriller has 


an excellent chance to classify 
itself in the million dollar class 


for income. It cost $270,000 to 
make, 
| ‘Spirit of Notre Dame,’ an- 


other U release, is authentically 
reported to have reached $700,- 
000. This grid film cost $210,- 
000 to turn out, while ‘Dracula,’ 
U's other big got 
around $650,000. 


grosser, 











WB Makes 50% 
Of Film’s Play 
Buys This Year 





Warners is the undisputed leader 
in the legit play buying done this 
season by film producers. WEB has 
taken nearly 50% of the total shows 


sold, total number being less than 
in any past season. 
With ‘Blessed Event’ the latest 


Warner buy, that company has five 
legits on its schedule not counting 
the unproduced Ward Morehouss 
play ‘New York Nights.’ If the lat 
ter figured in the computation 
then 


is 


talker this winter. 
That six stage shows should go 
to Warners for an aggregate of less 


than $200,000 is the indication of 
the drop in film prices. Warners 
have ‘Jewel Robbery’ (Paul Stre- 
ger), at $29,000; ‘Two Seconds’ 
(Lande & Stevens), $29,000; ‘Hot 
Money,’ James Elliott ($15,000), 
and ‘Church Mouse’ (Wm. Brady), 
$22,500, and ‘Blessed Event’ ($66,- 
000). 


BANKER ERA IN FILMS 
OPPOSES CONTRACTS 


New era in films 
only lesser salaries but contract- 
less executives. Millions of dollars 
have been spent by the picture in- 
dustry in buying up such contracts 
when other industries, including 
radio, have been able to effect ad- 
justments with their manpower. 

Bankers are among those who 
point out that in their own field the 
contract is virtually unknown, 

In radio, for instance, high ex- 
ecutives such as David Sarnoff, 
head of RCA, are said to be among 
ether rulers who have no written 
instrument tying them 
posts. 


calls for not 


to 


Warners have exactly 50% of | 
the complete roster of legits going | 


i working 


| 


| 


| 
| 
! 
| 





Hold 


Ed. Mulls Plan of 


| 
| Quitting Production, 
| May Only Distribute 


educational is thinking of divore 
ing itself entirely from production to 
devote itself in future to distribu- 
tion only. This setup, with Educa- 
tional turning itself strictly into a 


|} releasing organization, is said to be 


Hammons for 
for which most 
distributors are now 
product schedules, 
ough, Educational 


desired by E. W. 
the coming season, 
producer - 
out 


If going thi will 


Withdraw itself from production of 
shorts by itself and Tiffany, as well 
as irom features currently made 
by Tiff and World-Wide. Under 
isuch a scheme deals would be 
looked for with independent pro- 
ducers, similar to that which Tif 
had with James E. Cruze, with re- 
ij lease of product so made as Tiffany 
pictures, 

While at HEducational home of- 
fices, withdrawal from actual pro- 
duction by the company itself is 








their | carry 


uncertain Officially, it is understood 
that intentions toward 
operation only as a releasing organ- 
substantially under way. 


Hammons’ 


ization are 


‘Scarface’ Preview Stirs 
Hays-Hughes Trouble 


Hollywood, March 7. 

How Hlughes-Hays squabble 
on the former's ‘Scarface’ went into 
further skirmishes following a press 
preview of the original version of 
the gang picture, with attending 
blurbs in local papers and pans 
for the Hays office holding up 
the picture. 

Result of the 
deavor of Sid Grauman 
picture for a world 
Chinese theatre here, with possibil- 


ird 


in 


is an en- 
to get the 
premiere at the 


blurbs 


ity this might go over, otherwise 
intention is to open locally at the 
United Artists. 

Twist in the ‘Scarface’ censor- 


ship angle is that UA execs. claim 
the version turned down in New 
York by the censor board was the 
version satisfactory to Hays but 
that it was the original treatment, 
which Hays office opposed, that was 
shown here. California has no 
censorship board and a first pres- 


entation here is looked upon by 
Hughes as a tester. 

No member of the Hays office 
was at the pre-showing. 

Howard Hughes’ ‘Scarface’ will 
be released under that title, its 
original, and in states where the 


title is banned it will be called ‘The 
Means that the picture will 
be known under two titles. Where 
officially named ‘The Scar’ it will 
sub-billing indicating is 


Scar.’ 


it 


| based on ‘Scarface.’ 








Island and 


move 


his Long home 


With 
private ready 
William Fox has delayed his 


car to coast- 
ward, 
west through 


contemplated visit 


a receivership. Fox is personally 
reported a sizeable creditor of Gen- 
eral Theatre Equipment, which is 
now in the hands of the court. 
Fox's five-year contract at $500,- 
1000 annually is said to have been 
by him with General Equip- 
and that contract has three 
yet to go. Another Fox 
obligation William Fox 
arising out of Bill 
of Fox Films’ control to 
Harley Clarke, is now a General 
Equipment liability from account 
It reported at $3,900,000. This 
would let in Fox present as a 
| $5,000,000 observer 


made 
ment 
years 
Films’ 
personally, 


Fox's 


to 
also 


sale 


at 
of which 
|General Equipment will come out of 
receivership. 
Accordingly, the 
vhen the litt 


grate Hollywood. 


ite 
e is no te 
le Fox group will mn 


to 





Is Bill Fox Holding Bag for 5 Millions 


Due to General Theatres Receivership? 


Story i that when Bill Fox sold 
to Harley Clarke, the latter placed 
everything into the name of Gen- 
eral Equipment with Fox express- 
ling his preferance to that at that 
time instead of Fox Film signa- 

ire. 

This winter but two private Pull- 
mans have been in use outside of 
railroad officials One recently 


conveyed William Fox and his fam- 
Ga ] j 


lv to Augusta and bar again 


Kent Confers 


J destination of S. RK. Ken 
former Paramount-Publix exe 
ve, as regards the picture busines 
1 Stil 

Kent spe ost of last \% 

‘ erri th the Pox-Chase i 
' ! h definite has been «4 
cidled } © t s atliliatior 


Indie Prods. Costing $100,000 Can is 
Make Twice as Much as Major Cos., 
Prospective Indie 


Producers 


iesalie iet-outs of 


W he distributor 
heads in virtually all of the impore 
tant and some lesser companies, exe 
cept Fox and Metro, will shortly ree 


a? 
eal 


a 


themselves in wide effects upon 


the industry is generally ex- 


it 
pected, 

Increase in independent produc- 
|} tion ranks with former distrib heads 
turning indie and getting national 
‘release of their product through 
companies on which they were for- 


merly on the payroll is already in 
the cards. 
| More significant to the present 
executive end of filmdom, however, 
is the belief among certain of the 
deposed distributors that they are 
the first of the men to feel the 
exec salary slash, admittedly de- 
signed for all. 
Sales Economies 

While producer spokesmen dis- 
claim this and maintain the gener- 
ality of the let-outs of sales heads 
to be just a coincidence, the feel- 


ing that it is more than coincidental 
prevails among the ex-heads. These 
believe that industry rulers in their 


pruning on the exec end decided 
to start in the east. 
| As one of the most recently de- 


posed sales chiefs puts it: ‘It strikes 
me that the whole matter is part of 


the economy campaign. That the 
producers feel the sales heads are 
getting too much money and that 


the best way to lower their incomes 
to re-shuffle the deck. I do not 
think the industry has any intention 
of permanent-y ridding itself of any 


is 


of the sales managers now at lib- 
erty. Specifically, I have a feeling 


that as the new sales posts are of- 
fered, the salary presented will at 
the same tim: be considerably un- 
der what it was before the shifting.’ 


Producer representatives’ views, 
generally, that good salesmen are 
just good salesmen and should re- 


main in that department, would co- 
incide with the above quotation 
were it not that many ex-sales heads 


have done well on the production 
end, 
With more high-power execs at 


liberty than at any other time in 
the business, thoughts are turning 
the indie way also as at no other 
time. 

$100,000 vs. $250,000 

Some of the distribs at large, 
fresh from the books of their own 
big companies, openly express the 
belief that as an independent pro- 
ducing pictures on a $100,000 budget 
they could make twice as much as 
the big company turning in $250,000 
on a picture. This reasoning is 
along the lines that many of the 
biggest companies today are en- 
cumbered with such an overhead 
that after they charge off a part of 
that to a picture, there is very little 
remaining fo> the savings bank. 

Shortage of big product for the 
new season is advanced as another 
reason for worthwhile independents 
finding it fairly easy to get a na- 
tional release for whatever they may 
turn out. 

In arguing the case of the dis- 
tributor turned producer, one of the 
biggest sales heads in the industry, 
as well as one of the oldest, states: 
‘Nine out of every 10 successful pice 
tures produced since the start of the 
industry to date were started in 
New York. 

‘Every time Hollywood has adopt- 
ed a picture vogue it has been in- 
spired by New York judgment.’ 


GERMANY’S INTENSIVE 
SURVEY OF U. S. FILMS 


| 





{ 





Martin Freudenthal, member 
of the German foreign office, is in 
New York to make an official in- 
vestigation of picture business. His 

| orders are to stay as long as neces- 
sary to make a complete report on 
American filmdom from every pos- 

viewpoint, including what 
| Germat are in America 

}and what America has in mind for 
the future in Europe 

After a few weeks in 
Freudent} will go to 
then returning to New 
iT il ‘ ec nN up 

It's the first the German 

' has officially had a man 

j here to look into picture business, 


“ ible 


chances 


New York, 
Holly wood, 
York for a 


al 


time 
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Machinery for Handling Disputes 


As Operated by the Coast Academy 





The Academy accepts any complaint from responsible persons in the 


Hollywood, March 7. 


industry, whether or not Academy members. 


Exceptions: (1) plagiarism charges; (2) cases in litigation. 
accepted only if both parties agree 


and the litigation is dropped. 
Complaints must be in writing, 
evidence. 


These are 
to abide by the Academy’s decision, 


and signed, but need not contain 


Before cases can reach the Academy’s supreme court, the Con iliation 
Committee, they are sifted through one of two main jurisdictions: 


FREELANCE PLAYER CASES 
Disputes in 
Standard Minimum Contract. 
pearance is compulsory and 
sions legally binding. 


Ap- 
deci- 


Complaints are made to: 
ACTOR-PRODUCER RELATIONS 


REPRESENTATIVE 
(William Conklin) 


They attemn adjustment by me- 


diation. This failing, they present 
the full facts to: 
ACTORS’ ADJUSTMENT 
COMMITTEE 


Decision can be appealed to the 
Conciliation Committee. 


These committees attempt to me- 
diate the case and bring the par- 
ties together. Failing, they present 
a full report, with the evidence, to 
the Conciliation Committee. 


administration of 


ALL OTHER CASES 
Complaints by term’ contract 
players, and by writers, directors, 
technicians, producers. Appearance 
is voluntary and decisions not le- 
gally binding; however, all have 
been observed to date. 


ACADEMY’S EXECUTIVE 
SECRETARY 


(Lester Cowan) 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF 
BRANCH 


(Actors, directors, producers, 
technicians, or writers; according 
to complainant’s occupation.) 


Decision is final if branch execs 
find the case not suitable for Acad- 
emy Conciliation. 


THE CONCILIATION COMMITTEE 


(Supreme Court of Academy Conciliation) 


1. Set time for hearing and notifies parties, 


i] 


Holds hearing at which: 


—A subcommittee may be appointed to hear and report on a par- 


ticular phase; 


—complainant and respondent 
neys; 


can appear in person or by attor- 


—if no answer is filed, decision is made on the complaint. 


3. Records findings and decision, 


turns them over to the Academy, 


which immediately notifies complainant and respondent. 


Conciliation Bench 
(Numeral is years of term) 


Senior Members 
2 Lawrence Grant 
2 Reginald Barker 


ACOPB. -ccscces 
Directors. ..... 
Technicians... 2J.T. Reed 
Writers........ 1 Percy Heath 
Producers..... 1 Albert Kaufman 


ist Alternates 

1 Conrad Nagel 

1 Mervyn LeRoy 

1 George C, Pratt 
2 John F.. Goodrich 
2 William Sistrom 


2nd Alternates 

3 Antonio Moreno 
3 John Robertson 
3 J. A. Ball 

3 Frank Woods 

3 M. E. Greenwood 


Twenty-nine cases had reached the Conciliation Committee to Feb. 15, 


1932; 


24 of them referred from branch executive committees of the 


Academy; 5 appeals from the Actors’ Adjustment Committee, 


Disposition: 11 decisions after hearings, 2 decisions without hearings, 
15 settled by correspondence before hearing, 1 pending. 





Par ‘Wonderland’ Talker 
By Venturini on Tap 


Hollywood, March 7. 

Talker version of ‘Alice in Won- 
derland’ is on tap at Paramount, 
which has been negotiating for a 
month with Dan Venturini to make 
his adaptation of the Lewis Car- 
roll story. Understood Par has an 
option on the screen rights to 
‘Alice’ and if doing it will work 
along the same lines as it did with 
‘Peter Pan.’ 

Story would require an almost 
continuous series of trick shots with 
a musical embellishment that is now 
being worked out by Ralph Rainger. 
studio composer. 

British company made a silent 
version of ‘Alice’ about four years 
ago, which flopped. 


Werker and Howard Lose 
Contracts but Stay Fox 


Hollywood, March 7. 

Salary jumps were too large in 
the options of Al Werker and David 
Howard, Fox directors, so the op- 
tions weren't renewed. 

The directors instead were put on 
@ week-to-week basis. Howard will 
do George O’Brien’s next western 
and Werker is preparing a story. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


George Schaefer. 
Charles McCarthy. 
Lloyd Corrigan. 
Mrs. Joe Leo. 
Gregory La Cava. 
Luis Trenker. 
Gene Raymond. 








N. Y. to L. A 


Mr. and Mrs. George May. 
Leon Schlesinger. 








Extras’ Quiet Week 


Hollywood, March 7. 

Mob work dropped back to the 
basement last week with a daily 
of 480 extras working. 
Things looked brightest Friday (4) 
when 634 worked. Prize set that 
day was the courtroom for ‘State’s 
Attorney’ at Radio, using 158 people. 


Next best set of the week was the 
Spanish fiesta at Paramount ‘for 
‘Thunder Below,’ which ~ as dressed 
with 114 extras Tuesday and kept 
about half of them next day. 

Monday William K. Howard 
wound up the ‘Trial of Vivian Ware’ 
at Fox with a crowd of 122 ina 
skating rink. 


About 25 feature units worked last 
week, but the trend is up now that 
the yearly tax valuations have been 
made, 


Lloyd Doubling Up 


Hollywood, March 7. 


Departing from his policy of 
making a single production a year, 
Harold Lloyd will follow his cur- 
rent comedy on Hollywood with 
‘Whistling in the Dark,’ Broadway 
play, rights to which are owned by 
Joe Schenck. 

Not finally 
probable. 


average 








set, but regarded as 





DAVIES IN ‘3 GIRLS’ 
Hollywood, March 7. 

‘Three Blonde Girls’ is being pre- 

ired by Metro as next for Marion 

vies. 

Story is an original by Francis 
Marion, <Aben Kandel, author of 
Rabbi Burns,’ is with Miss Marion 
on the adaptation. 





Ist Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 


Week March 11 


Paramount — ‘The Wiser 
Sex’ (Par). 

Roxy — ‘Beast of the City’ 
(Metro). 

Capitol — ‘Passionate 


Plumber’ (Metro). 
Rivoli — ‘Sky Devils’ (UA) 
(2nd week). 
Mayfair—‘Impatient Maiden’ 


(U) (2nd week). 
Winter Garden — ‘Alias the 
Doctor’ (FN) (2nd week). 
Rialto — ‘Shanghai Express’ 
(Par) (4th week). 


Week March 18 
Paramount-—‘Dancers in the 


Dark’ (Par). 

Roxy — ‘Hotel Continental’ 
(Tiff). 

Capitol — ‘Polly of the Cir- 
cus’ (Metro). 


Rivoli — ‘Sky Devils’ (UA) 
(3rd week). 

Mayfair — ‘Lost Squadron’ 
(Radio). 

Winter Garden — ‘Alias the 
Doctor’ (FN) (3rd week). 


Rialto — ‘Shanghai FEx- 
press’ (Par) (5th week). 
$2 Pictures 
‘Hell Divers’ (Metro) (As- 
tor) (12th week). 
‘Man Who Played God’ 


(WB) (Warners) (ith week). 


Foreign Films 
‘Das Lied Ist Aus’ 
film) (German) 
(7th week). 
‘Ein Walzer vom Strauss’ 


(Super- 
(Europa) 


(Splendid) (German) (Little 
Carnegie) (5th week). 
‘Rubacuroi’ (Pittaluga) 


(Italian) (5th Ave Playhouse) 
(2nd week). 











RACIAL CASTERS 
CORNER TYPES 


Hollywood, March 7. 
Besides Central Casting Bureau, 
there are a number of small cast- 
ing agencies and individuals who 
supply extra talent for the studios. 
Latter specialize in foreign types 
and in most cases act as technical 
advisors in the pictures for which 
they supply talent. 
Tom Gubbins, best known of the 
talent specialists, is an Englishman 
who formerly lived in China. He 
operates a curio store in Los An- 
geles, handles all the Chinese talent 
used in pictures and acts as inter- 
pretor for the directors. 
Charles Butler corrals all the 
Negro talent. Every time a call goes 
out for African bushmen, Butler 
gets busy and hustles the greatest 
mob of aborigines in the world with 
a Harlem accent. 

Ex-service men are handled by 
Capt. Bradley, former army officer. 
Bradley works them with military 
dicipline and they are about the 
only group of picture extras who 
stick in one spot ‘during production. 

Boyle’s Tough Boys 

Jack Boyle is head man of the 
cowboys, and to him go the orders 
for Western extras. Cowboys are 
particularly high-hatty about their 
calling and the faker has little 
chance of getting a job as an extra 
in a western if he is not known to 
the regulars. If one does land he 
has 2a tough time, usually being 
handed the tough horses and as a 
rule is shoved up in front if there 
is any shooting to be done. The 
old-timers see that their guns go 
off close to his horse’s ears and 
make things generally miserable for 
him, If he comes back again he’s 
usually accepted by the regulars. 
though the chances are he'll stick 
to parlo. dramas. 

Jamiel Hasson handles nothing 
but Arabs. He doesn’t work often, 
but when he does he usually breaks 
up a half dozen tumbling acts in 
order to get his countrymen in pic- 
tures. 





Kobliansky’s Russ 


Nick Kobliansky, president of the 
Russian-American club, and Alexis 
Davidoff handle ail the Russians. 
Too much trouble with the Russ 
contingent in direct deals has the 
studios entrusting their orders to 
this team. 

Hawaiians and _ Filipinos § are 
hustled by Allessandro Gambo. 
Mexicans report for work to John 





Ejiberts. 


‘eae 


Hollywood 





weekly “Variety.” : 
The Bulletin does not circulate ot 


department. 


Columbia Gets Serious 
Getting ready for resumption of 
| production March 12, Columbia has 
| hired three former major lot direc- 
tors—Allan Dwan for a bank story, 
Irving Cummings for a Fallon yarn 
and Mal St. Clair to direct a Holly- 
wood story. Program calls for 26 
features, same as last year, and 110 
short subjects. 

Restricted Privilege 

Judge Walter Desmond ruled that 
Mickey McGuire, formerly Joe Yule, 
Jr.. may use his legally adopted 
name in private only. Desmond is- 
sued a permanent injunction against 
professional infringement on_ the 
Fontaine Fox cartoon character in a 
suit brought by Fox, Radio and 
Larry Darmour. 

Ceasar Valedictory 

Last picture for Arthur Caesar 
under present Warner contract is 
‘New York Town,’ on which he is 
working with Ward Morehouse and 
Lillian Hayward, with Douglas Fair- 
banks, Jr., in mind. Joe Jackson 
also through at the studio March 18 
after five years, but may contniue On 
different terms. Monte Banks and 
Maude Fulton have already left the 
lot. 





‘Lucky Day’ Back at $2 
Road tour for ‘Lucky Day’ started 
Saturday at the Fox California, San 
Diego, subbing for the regular pic- 
ture. After a week goes to Santa 
Barbara for two nights, then to the 
Columbia, San Francisco, at $2 top. 
Up the coast from there, with 
Charles Harris continuing as com- 
pany manager and Bill Thomas, 
Pantages theatre, p. a., in advance. 

Rounding the Vowels 

Albert Lovejoy, from the Cam- 
bridge dramatic school of Havard, 
teaching young Radio contractees 
poise, voice culture and the broad 
‘A? 

New associate story ed. at Radio 
is James Seymour, former Pathe 
chief, who has been on the Radio 
writing staff. 





Cochrane Says Nix 
After considering an advertising 
post with Paramount, W. K. Coch- 
rane, U advertising planter, turned 
the proposition down because of 
possible complications with his U 
job. 

Ben Markson Moves 
Jump from publicity to scenario 
dept. at Radio for Ben Markson who 
wrote ‘Is My Face Red?’ with Allan 
‘Rivkin and sold it to Radio. Work- 
—- on adaptation with Gene Fow- 
er. 


Nobby Nose Needed 
Paramount testing Judith Wood's 
nose, flattened in an auto accident, 
to see if she’ll get an assignment 
or more time f » poseo to heal. 





Donald Ogden Stewart westbound 
to write Metro dialog. 


Ed Royce directing dialog on Har- 
old dZloyd’s studio comedy with 
Clyde Bruckman, Lloyd’s regular 
megger, handling action. 





Tuttle London-Bound 
Finishing ‘This Is the Night,’ his 
last for Paramount, Frank Tuttle is 
prepping for Europe and his self- 
financed English film production of 
Galsworthy’s ‘The Apple Tree.’ 


Persecuted Innocence 
When E. D. McIntire was passing 
a table in the Fox restaurant, he 
overheard a writer say that McIn- 
tire wasn’t any too hot and had a 
lot to learn, etc. It was two weeks 
after the writer had been fired be- 
fore it became known that the 
writer was ‘talking about O. O., not 
E. D. 

Horace Jackson Sticks 

Now working out the last option 

on his contract, Horace Jackson, 
Radio writer, gets a new termer in 
two months when this one is com- 
pleted. 





Jungmeyer Goes Col 
Jack Jungmeyer is on the Colum- 
bia writing staff. Wrote the bio- 
graphical ‘Riding with the Daltons’ 
since his previous studio berth with 
Fox. 


Cornbleth in Again 


Joe Cornbleth returned to local 
office of Lyons & Lyons as head 
of the vaude and picture house dept. 
on a profit-sharing deal. Sidney 


Cohen replaced as manager by Rex 
Bailey, former Radio caster. 


Minced Words with Marx 





Wilson Follett, Pulitzer prize 
writer working incogn‘to in Metro's 
reading department, was out after 
words with Sam Marx. 

th 


Briefly rewritten extracts from “Variety’s” Hollywood Bulletin, print 
each Friday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the regula, 


her than on the Pacific Slope. 


News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 





Harry Cohn Outvoted 
Harry Cohn’s protest arainst uge 
of major studio talent in Louig 
Lewyn’'s ‘Hollywood on Parade’ nove 


elties, 90% to MP Relief Fund’g 
benefit, was overruled by the pro. 
ducers association. Cohn claimeg@ 


discriminatory competition with hig 
‘Screen Snapshots.’ 
Premature Old Age 

At the age of five Bobby Hawking 
has outgrown his job in Our Gang, 
Kid played ‘Wheezer,’ but is now tog 
big for a baby. 

Not Cricket 

Young riot at the Music Box whey 
holders of passes were unable to get 
admission to the theatre on the last 


night of ‘Seventh Heaven.’ § Stock 
company has been papering the 
house heavy, about 25% of each 


performance cash. Pass holders had 
been getting the ‘Sold Out’ routine 
all week. 


Chandler Sprague Starts 

New personnel of Paramount's 
editorial board will be headed by 
Chandler Sprague, former Fox scee 
nario head. Others not appointed, 
Percy Heath, former editorial head, 
back to writing staff. Ed Mone 
tagne leaves the studio next week, 
Alan Rinehart left last week, Also 
out is Hector Turnbull, associate 
producer, recently returned from 
Astoria. 


S. J. Perelman, who finished 
‘Horsefeathers’ at Paramount, is at 
Radio to work on ‘Hold ’Em Jail! 
Also has an assignment for an Edna 
May Oliver original. 





Alhambra _ theatre, 
grinder, will run 
starting March 12, 
‘Five Year Plan.’ 

Pickford Story 

Deal with Metro to bring Frances 
Marion over to UA for a month’s 
work on the story she wrote for 
Mary Pickford. 

U’s New Writers 

Two new Universal writers, Ben 
Orkow to do a ‘Dream Court’ origi- 
nal and Lieut, L. E. Davis for an 
aviation story. Nina Wilcox Put- 
nam is dickering for another assigne 
ment on the lot. She went off the 
envelope list when ‘Cagliostro’ was 
finished. 


Hill street 
foreign features 
First will ke 


Mitzi Green, after postponing her 
RKO tour three times, opens March 
12 in Cincinnati, canceling St. Louis, 





Literary Branch 
Frank Lloyd will direct ‘Auf Wele 
dersehen,’ original by Gordon More 
ris, eldest brother of Chester Morris, 
for Fox, early this summer. Deal 
negotiated by Adrian Morris, ane 
other brother. 


Sidney Foxe ‘In Style’ 
Sidney Foxe’s next for Universal 

to be ‘Out in Style,’ by Earle Snell, 
Jim Mulhauser and Edward Luddy, 
with latter directing. 

Innocence Scarce 
After a fruitless hunt for simple 
girls of 16 for his ‘Boy Friend’ 
series, Hal Roach gave up when 
tests of 30 out of 250 prospects were 
made and none selected. Rehired 
Mary Kornman and Betty Bowen 
whom he had dropped. Search for 
fresh faces continues with Janct 
Curry, formerly at Metro, almost set 
for a contract, 





Leon Britton’s Import 
Four reels of edited material 
brought back from Shanghai by Joe 
Rock and Leon Britton, may be 
purchased by Universal as a four 
reel news film of Chinese war ace 
tivities, Graham McNamee to dub 
in lecture. 


Fox Gets Going 
First six pictures on Fox schedule 


for next season’s program are: 
‘Precious,’ James Forbes play 
adapted by Marry Connors and 


Philip Klein; ‘The Killer,’ Stewart 
Edward White novel for George 
O’Brien, Ai Cohen adapting, David 
Howard directing. ‘After the Rain,’ 
Aubrey Kennedy play, for Peggy 


Shannon, Guy Bolton adapting; 
John Blystone directing. ‘Under 
Cover,’ Roi Cooper Megrue’s play, 


Byron Morgan scripting, Henry 
King megging. ‘My Dear,’ for Fare 
rell-Gaynor, Frank Borzage directe- 
ing. A May Eddington story being 
adapted by S. N. Behrman and 
Sonya Levien. 


Hughes Multicolor Claim 


Jud: Paul J. McCormick granted 
insolvency petition of Smith «& 
Aller, Davidge lab, and J. FE. Brula- 
tor and declared Multicolor bank- 
rupt. Today (7) creditors will fight 
the validity of Howard Hughe 





claim that color company owes ! 
$1,700,000, 
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Indies Want 20% 


Say 32 Will Be Their Boom Year 


—_——__— 4 


Major indie company heads 
claim that 20% more indie exhib 
grand total of 5,000 


pookings, or a 
throughout the U. S., is 
all thes to live profitably and 
indepe:.dently of the national cir- 
cuits. With just a 10% increase in 
their feature output they figure they 
the total of major com- 
new year. 


likewise, it is de- 


accounts 
need 


reach 
production for the 


will 
pany 
Indie exhibitors, 


clared in freelance circles, can be 
made independent of major pro- 
ducers. It is a hand-in-hand prop- 


osition of independent producer and 
theatre owner. Indie 
leaders contend it would effect an 
which, at the same time, 
cause of all pic- 


independent 


economy 
will advance the 
ture independents. 

Both the Motion Picture Theatre 
Owners of America and Allied 
States. the two national indie 
groups, are turning a keener ear in 
this direction than at any other 
time, it is claimed by indie producer 
representatives. 

Realization of their boxoffice 
strength is bringing the indies in 
both branches closer together than 
ever before, it is maintained. 

Indie ?rod. Uptrend 

That indie producer business is on 
the definite uptrend is proven in 
claims that the indie picture is now 
averaging $20,000 per feature more 
in gross rental than in 1931. 

Compared to rentals charged by 
the major companies, the indie, with 
no high fixed operating charges, is 
able to underbid in the key centers 


and cities the big producer by an 
average of 40% on each feature. 

In the small situations, the na- 
tional producer, with pictures de- 
signed for city trade, is almost 
forced to give product away. Indie 
prodcers say that they cannot 
compete on lowness of rental with 


the big producers in such spots. In 
these places reverse posi- 
tions with nationals. According to 
their own books, a small town ex- 
hibitor in many instances will pay 
as much as 20% more for an indie’s 
action theme than for a national 
oprolucer’s high grade and sophis- 
tioated drama. 

Even if playing directly with in- 


indies 


Aependent exhibitors, indie pro- 
ducers claim a 1ice margin of profit. 
For $25,000 they can produce, and 


sell accordingly, a picture that very 
often is considered cheap by a na- 
tional producer at several times 
that cost. 

3,500 Out of 9,000 Accts. 

Of the 9,000 good accounts which 
national distributors concede is the 
current average, certain of the 
larger indie heads claim they have 
about 3,500, not including a lot of 
lesser indie exhib bookings. 

Of these accounts, 30, the same 
spokesmen figure, are good _ for 
showing indie pictures for an en- 
tire week’s run. These 30, it is also 


claimed, are scattered about the 
country in such a way that they 
virtually represent as many key 


spots—almost the same number as 
those enjoyed by the national pro- 
ducers. 

A year 
week's 
made 


such a thing as a 
run for any independently 
picture was virtually un- 
known. This is claimed as proof 
of the progress in national inde- 
pendence being realized by the indie 
maker. 

Of their present bookings indie 
Producers claim but 700 are repre- 
sented in big circuit accounts. They 
admit that twice that number of 
Independent exhibitor bookings 
would be necessary to replace 
the national showings. This means 
that if indie producers had 
only 5,000 indie accounts they could 
function entirely independent of the 
Hays organization. 


ago 


Barrymore Better 





Hollywood, March 7. 
Production work on Radio's 
‘State's Attorney,’ held up by the 
lameness of John Barrymore fol- 
lowing at auto accident, is expected 
to be resumed next week. 


Franklin Leaving 


Harold B. Franklin was still in New | 


York yesterday 


Probability 


(Monday) with the 
that he wouldn't get 
“way for the coast until midweek, 
probably Wednesday or Thursday. 
franklin, as an RKO advisor, has 
been conferring with both Hiram 8. 
Brown and David Sarnoff, the latter 


having ret ined from the south last 


ore Accounts, 











Downpour’s Outpour 


Hollywood, Mareh 7. 


In sOme instances that bad 
weather spell meant bette 
pictures 

One indie producer started 
on an outdoor picture with a 
10-day schedule when the rain 
sent him inside The com 
pany cleaned up all the in- 
teriors and it was still rain- 
ing. So the producer kep 


right on and made a special 


out of it. 





| position of 











Reisman and Rothacker 


Very Probable for Ratio 


Phil Reisman is practically set to 
join RKO as its general film buyer 
with added executive duties, and 


Watterson R. Rothacker to go into 
the RKO-Radio studio in charge of 
business administration under David 
O. Selznick. 
Rothacker is to 
matters previously 
Schnitzer. 


New Czech Studio 


take over the 
handled bv J. I 


Prague, Feb. 27. 


The A. B. Film Co. is erecting 
one of the largest studios in KEu- 
rope in the suburb Barandow for 
the production of domestic films. 


The A. B. studio 
by Klangfilm-Tobis and have a 
capacity of 80 sound features an- 
nually. The minimum capacity of 
the film laboratories will 1,500,000 
feet of films monthly. 
Of American-made 
lish dialog films with Czech 
stitutes are the most popular. 
Dubbed films are not in demand. 
Cost of a sound feature produced 
by the A. B. company in 1931 av- 
eraged 1,000,000° crowns, (nearly 
$30,000), and the total cost of sound 
features produced during 1931 in 
Czechoslovakia is estimated at 20,- 
000,000 crowns (about $592,600). 


will be equipped 


Eng- 


sub- 


films 


$7.50 for Nabe Publicity 
Has Appeal for Indies 


Hollywood, March 7. 

Despite opposition from major 
lots against giving work to contest 
winners, indies like the idea be- 
cause of the attendant publicity. 

In return for yards of publicity 
in a neighborhood paper, Allied 
Pictures will give one day’s work 
at an extra’s pay to girl winner 
of an ‘Opportunity’ contest at the 
Strand theatre in East Los Angeles. 
Dick Pritchard promoting. 

Studios have opposed giving con- 





test winners jobs, thus taking away | 
checks from regular studio workers. ! 


MGM’s Instructions 
Detroit, Mareh 7. 

M-G-M has instructed all its em- 
ployees to stay away from the Al- 
lied States Convention, to be held 
here this week. 

Invitations were sent to all ex- 
changes by the convention. 


JACK CONNOLLY SAILS 


Jack Connolly was a last minute 
addition to a sizeable show con- 
tingent sailing on the ‘Ile de France, 
March 4. Pathe News head will be 
gone three weeks or so. 


Connolly will add more sound 
trucks and arrange for increased 
coverage for Pathe during his trip 


abroad. 


UA CHANGES UFA TITLE 

Unitec Artists will change 
title of ‘Congress Dances,’ 
which it purchased for the U. 5., t 
‘Once for Love.’ 

Picture is tentatively penciled into 
either the Rialto or Rivoli, New 
York, for late April, 


Austin’s Fish Footage 
Hollywood, March 
Harold Austin who made most o! 


‘Africa Speaks’ and the fishing 
footage tor ‘Monsters of the Deep,’ 
leaves here in a few day for more 
thrill fish stuff 

He goes with a crew to northern 
Pacific waters for es ind | 


ther big fis footage 


ito determine 


| polling the nation, 
| ‘ 

| being printed, 
] 


| ie , 
| classifications of 











the | 


Ufa film , hie 
|} refused to honor extradition papers 


|for the removal of Mike Mindlin to 


jlin was being held ir 
} 


M. P. Club’s Meeting 


Regular 
M. P. 
day), 
ball, which advance 
netted around $8,° 0. 

Other matters up were annual re- 
port by Lee A. Ochs, president: 
treasurer's report, election of direc- 
tors for the coming 


annual 


Club, held last night 


reports 


and 
refund by the treasury 


year, 


department. 


HAYS POLL ON 
FILM TASTES 


In what is described as an effori | 


picture tastes. 0! 
America, as well as to build up pa- 
onage, the Hays organization is 
spending the next three months 
Ballots are now 
These contain ix 


story themes and 


35 sub-divisions which require a 
voter only to ‘X’ his particular fa- 
vorites. 

This is the first time the indusiry 
has attempted going to the publi: 
on a national scale. Up until now 
the main outside influence has been 
from organized groups throughout 
the country, chiefly mothers and 
parent-teachers’ associations 

40% Drop-Off 

Marked decline in 
dance nationally, it 
that during the past 
fan fall-off has 
10%, is largely responsible for the 
industry reaching campaign 
lines for outside advice and aid. 

In order to keep interest 
the balloting alive the Hays or- 
ganization will interview 2,000 of 
the country’s most prominent citi- 
These will represent all 
industries and 

Haysites state the industry has 
never had consistent class patron- 
age which, it is figured today, would 
heavily swell present national at- 
tendees, 


regular atten- 
being figured 
two years tho 
been as high as 


along 


during 


Zens. 


spheres, sports. 


No Successor to Hatch 


Educational is not naming a suc- 


cessor to Stanley Hatch, general 
sales manager, who left recently. 


Hatch’s assistants, Harvey Day and 
J. R. Wilson, will carry on in the 
distribution of shorts. 

Meanwhile, Jack H. Skirboll, long 
associated with Hammons through 
exchange interests in Ohio and one 
of Educational’s large stockholders, 
will contact exchanges for Ham- 
mons. This will not mean Skirboll 
takes over the exchange work of 
Day, who will continue covering 
branches on sales. 


Frank Newman Out 


Los Angeles, March 7. 

Frank Newman, who resigned as 
supervisor of Warner's trio of the- 
atres, Hollywood, Downtown and 
Western, may go with the Skouras 
brothers in unnamed capacity. Max 
Shagrin takes over Newman's 4d _- 
ties on top of his own. 


Frank Newman, Jr., was let out 


|atter his father resigned. 





MPTOA Conv. Looks Big 


M.P.T.O.A, convention in Wash- 
ington, D. C., March 14-15-16, will 
be the largest in the organization's 
history. 

Already 1,000 people have reserved 
seats at the banquet, which is twice 


}the attendance of last year. 


CAN’T EXTRADITE MINDLIN 


Gov. Roosevelt of New York has 


Chicago jurisdiction to face charges 


!of misappropriating funds from the 


Chicago Valentino Memorial Clu» 


there. 
According to it Mind 


bond 


formation 

$2,000 
; on complaint of Ade 
of the club, 


line Linnell, secretary 


lwho alleges Mindlin collected $2,600 


purpose of opening an art 


| theatre in Chicago and then forgot 


about it. 


Frederick E 


) sents M llin 


meeting of the 
(Mon- 
reported on the recent M. P. 
said 





dis- |} 
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BOTSFORD TO HEAD PAR 
STUDIO’S STORY BOARD 


Hollywood, March 7. 
A.M 


Paramount 


Botsford is returning to the 


studio in a few weeks 


to take charge of the _ editorial 


| board. 


Reported that Russell Holman 


who's now here, assisting in the 


reorganization of the departmen: 


will take Botsford’s story job east. 

The Paramount editorial board 
will keep in close personal contact 
with the coast studios, under re- 


ported intentions of Emanuel Cohen, 


who will also make frequent trips 
back and forth. It is also expected 
that Sam Katz, with widened gen- 


eral duties in the Paramount Pub- 
lix organization, will also visit the 
studios more often than in the past. 
Katz is now in Hollywood. 

Cohen feels that members of the 
eastern editorial board should spend 
about six weeks at the Hollywood 


| Studio on trips they are to make. 


Youthful Producer Gets 
His Pet Into State, L. A. 


Hollywood, March 7% 


After months of labor and pro- 
motion in which he promoted and 
expended $10,000, Ted Eshbaugh 
has a one-reel color cartoon titled 
‘Goofy Goat,’ which is at Loew’s 
State this week but has no distribu- 
tion set. 

Eshbaugh, a youth with an idea 
and no capital, has lined up a staff 
of young cartoonists ready to turn 
out more reels if their maestro 
clicks or collects, 





Singers with ‘Susie’ 

As a build-up for the first show- 
Keith's Memorial, Boston, 
March 3, of ‘Sunshine Susie’ (film), 
RKO booked the Meistersingers, 
male chorus of 13, on the same bill. 
Circuit may use the act in other 
spots with the picture. Meister- 
singers are a Boston choral group. 
They rendered two songs in unison 
with the vocal reproduction from 
the film. 

Gainsboro 


‘Sunshine Susie’ is a 


film, taken for distribution in the 
U. S. by Radio. In Germany the 
film was known as ‘The Private 


Secretary’ in its original version. 


‘GRAND HOTEL,’ ASTOR, $2 


N. ging “Tarzan, the Ape Man’ 
(Metro) for the Astor, New York, 


at $2, under consideration for some 
Loew-Metro will hold ‘Hell 
house until ‘Grand 
editing stage, is 


time, 


ready. That will be in three weeks 
or 80, 

Meanwhile M-G is giving ‘“Tar- 
zan’ a pre-release world premiere 
at the Stanley, Baltimore, Friday 
(11), preparing a special campaign 


for the showing. 


Par’s Coming Pair 


Paramount is planning a talker- 
ization of ‘The Ten Commandments. 
Another pretentious film will be a 
filmization of Suderr 


‘Song ot 


iann’s 


spotted in the latte 


Loew and Par. Last Week's Best 
Performers, Drop Back: RKO Gets 
A Whirl as New Group Favorite 


+ 


By AL GREASOW 

The Stock Market 
(Mon.) had an artificial look 
that were carried into new tops last 


vesterday 


Stocks 


week gave ground under pressure, 
while new pivotal shares were 
trotted out to make a demonstra- 
tion Prices of the first half hour 
were the best of the day, with 
American Can, Consolidated Gas, 


Standard of 
fraction 


best. 


Jersey 


their 


creeping to a 
above previous 1932 

Put as the day progressed it be- 
came evident that study of 
business conditions over the week- 
end had left traders in a mood to 
take profits. Dealings were on a 
mcederate scale, with the bull spon- 
sors apparently able and willing to 
give sufficient support to prevent an 
actual major retreat. 


basic 


The amusement shares followed 
the trend of the general market. 
Loew moved in small volume, but 
was definitely weak toward the 
close, ending the day 1% down at 
324%. There is some feeling that 
the clique found too much stock 
for sale around 34, and were will- 
ing to permit a setback to check 
liquidation. The top at 34, peak 
for the new year, now becomes a 
resistance point and a break 


through would be a favorable sign 
for the whole group. 

Paramount likewise backed away 
from its recent thrust toward a 
double top at 11%, closing at 10% 
for a net loss of %&, probably due 
to profit taking on last week’s good 
news concerning the sale of the 
company’s Columbia Broadcast in- 
terest for enough to finance its next 
stock repurchase installment, and 
about $1,000,000 over for new work- 
ing capital. 

With the slowing down of these 
two sprightly performers, RKO was 
brought forward, scoring a net ad- 
vance of a whole point on the 
day with transactions at the rela- 
tively large volume of about 8,000. 
Nothing in the news to account for 
the movement, although the trade 
has heard gossip of new deals. The 


RKO debentures were up 2% on 
negligible dealings and even Or- 
pheum preferred forged ahead on a 
few sales, gaining more than a 
point. 

Bonds were strong throughout 
the list, apparently reflecting the 
new credit conditions under the 


Glass-Seagall measure, but the per- 
formance of the equity stocks was 
dubious as the new week started. 
Encouragement in Bonds 
Most encouraging factor of the 
week just passed was the sustained 
improvement in the bond list, an 
improvement in which the leaders 
of the amusement group par- 
ticipated to a heartening degree. 
To be sure, the active entertain- 
ment stocks moved ahead to a new 


peak since the bottom of last De- 
cember, but there was a keen sus- 
picion that results here were 


brought about by artificial means 
rather than normal improvement in 
buying demand, the means being, of 
course, covering by short sellers 
and activity by speculative’ bull 
cliques, 

Figures released by the exchange 
revealed that the outstanding short 
account had decreased by about 1,- 
000,000 shares from Feb. 11 to Feb. 
24, giving the clue to where the up- 
swing of last month originated. By 
March 1, however, the bears had 
gone short about 140,000 shares all 
over again, leaving the short ac- 
count as of that date, 3,102,800, 
which compares with a short ac- 
count of 5,589,700 at the peak of 
last May, representing a bear re- 
treat along a pretty wide front. 

The sharp shrinkage of the out- 
standing short contracts in Febru- 
ary, of course, coincides with the 
introduction in Congress of the 
Glass-Steagall bill, liberalizing the 
Federal Reserve credit facilities, 
with something like a bear panic 
resulting. There seems to be no 
doubt but that easier credit has 
brought a new and genuine demand 
into the bond market, but the bet- 
terment of the equity share list 
does not look so healthy, due to its 
background of clique manipulation, 

tusiness remains in an unim- 
proved condition and the Govern- 
ment’s budget program is not clear, 
while, also on the side of bearish 
developments, the retreat of the 


bears has left the technical posi- 
tion in an impaired condition. As- 
suming that seasonal influences 


played a part in the advance of the 





¢ 


Songs.’ Miriam Hopkins will he 


last few weeks, it is now time that 
ba business conditions do some- 
thing to catch up with the market 
movement if prices are to be 
(Coniinued on. page 16) 
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Cantor Hops Into 


ie 


Chinese and 


Boosts to $24,000; Criterion 


Going Dark; 


Los March 7. 


Edddie Cantor the 
Chinese for ‘Mata 
Hari’ and the gross is jumping back 
to $24,000. Cantor is in on a flat 
@iiarantee of $5,000 and shares 
50-50 on everything over $20,000. He 
went in on two days’ advance pub- 
licity. 

‘Lysistrata,’ with 
doing four-a-day, 
shade better than 
Orpheum, much more 
house has seen in some time. 

Clark Gable as ae clergyman 
geemed to lose none of his romantic 
appeal to local femininity. ‘Polly 
of the Circus’ started off with more 
clamour for admittance than Loew’s 
State has seen in months with the 
exception of ‘The Champ.’ 

Little otherwise to agitate discus- 
sion. Those houses doing the trade 
are the ones with added attractions. 
Warners’ Downtown improved last 
week to $12,500 with 10 acts on top 
of their feature, although some in- 
terests would discount the stage and 
pass the lilacs to ‘Fireman, Save My 
Child.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Chinese (Fox) (2,028; $1.50)— 
‘Mata Hari’ (M-G) and stage show 
(6th-final week). Eddie Cantor as 
attraction will bolster to 


Angeles, 
stepped into 


the final week of 


Nance O'Neil 
will mean a 
$17,000 to the 
than this 


special 
$24,000 in film’s final week. Last 
week was $15,000. 

Criterion (Fox) (1,600; 35-65)— 
‘Business and Pleasure’ (Fox) (2d- 
final week). Will Rogers around 
$4,800. Opened to $8,500, not big. 


Patronage notable for middle aged 
and elderly folks. House goes dark 
March 9, lacking product. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-65)— 
‘Alias the Doctor’ (FN) and vaude- 
ville. Barthelmess film had fair 
total last week at Hollywood, so 
with 10-act policy expect $11,800. 
Last week ‘Fireman’ perked bouse 
to $12,500, brisk. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 35-75)— 
Play Girl’ (FN) and stage show. 
Loretta Young starred; figures nice 
$15,000. Last week ‘Alias the Doc- 
tor’ pegged $15,000. 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,270; 35-90)— 
‘Lysistrata’ and ‘Prestige’. Another 
experimental policy that will be 


watched not only locally but nation- 
ally. First instance of deluxe down- 
towner trying condensed drama; 55- 
minute version of ‘Blue Ghost’ has 
been playing small Illinois towns for 
Publix recently. ‘Lysistrata’ cleaned 
up and toned down after . police 
raids. RKO anticipating better 
than $17,000, very good. Final stanza 
of ‘Lucky Day’ worth $11,900. 

Pantages (Fox) (2,700; 20-40-65- 
90)—‘Emma’ (M-G). Roscoe Ar- 
buckle personal appearance may lift 
gross. Pantages smitten with spe- 
cial attraction virus after that de- 
licious week with ‘Lucky Days.’ If 
vaulting above $10,000 Arbuckle will 
be doing nicely. Last week ‘Lovers 
Courageous’ copped $7,300. Arbuckle 
in on gumshoes, almost a hideaway. 
Publicity probably fearful of raking 
up dead embers of clubwomen ani- 
mosity. 

Paramount (Franklin) (3,595; 35- 
715)—' Wayward’ (Par) and stage 
show. Arbuckle on stage, but under 
$10,000. Last week Frecric March's 
‘Strangers in Love’ annexed $16,100, 
good. 

RKO (2,950; 30-65)—A Woman 
Commands’ (RKO) and LO vaude- 
ville. Pola Negri picture will be 
closely clocked. Satisfaction will be 
expressed at $10,000. J.ast week Co- 
lumbia’s ‘Maker of Men’ dipped 
dangerously to $8,500. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 35-$1)— 
‘Polly of the Circus’ (M-G) and 
stage show. Aimed at pleasant $21,- 
600. Error in transmission last week 
commented ‘very good’ on $10,000 
for ‘Silent Witness’ (Fox). Obvi- 
ously should have read ‘very bad.’ 

United Artists (Franklin) (2,100; 
35-$1)—‘Broken Lullaby’ (Par) (2d- 
final week). Only $7,000 likely fol- 
lowing disappointing $10,000 opener 





and out. ‘Greeks’ here Wednes- 
day (9). 
Tacoma Orph $6,500 
Tacoma, March 7. 


Vaude helping first half at Or- 
pheum with ‘Squadron’ for last half 
makes this look an oke week for 
RKO house. Amateur night every 
Wednesday clicking, with 16 acts 
on for opening week. 

‘Taxi’ showing some life at Blue 
Mouse with admish prices lowered 
at Orpheum, 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 25-35-50 
and 25-35)—‘Big Shot’ (Pathe) and 
vaude. Singer’s Midgets’ a help. 
Last half, ‘Lost Squadron’ (Radio) 
and $6,500 fine total. Last week, 
‘Heaven on Earth’ (U) and ‘Fire- 
man’ (FN), $4,600. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 25- 

86-50)—Taxi’ (WB). Near good 


- “Pie a ee 
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‘Lysistrata’ $17,000 


BIRMINGHAM FAIR 


‘Squadron’ Pacing Near $6,000 — 
‘Bama $8,000 with Arliss 





Birmingham, March 7. 

Although Birmingham 
the most religious city in the coun 
try, the natives not taking to 
Man Who Played God.’ Chance it 
will improve before current week is 
over, however. Big play this week 
is for ‘Lost Squadron’ at the Ritz. 
Stock company opens at the Jef- 


ferson, Monday (14), and Vernon 
Reaver may open Pantages with 
pictures and vaude, leaving only 


two theatres downtown dark. Strand 
drops double features this week, 
Estimates for This Week 


Ritz (RKO) (1,600; 25-40), ‘Lost 
Squadron’ (Radio). Topping every- 
thing in town, $6,000. Last week 
‘Rue Morgue’ (U) pulled after three 
days in favor of ‘Woman Com- 
mands’ (Radio), $4,800. 

Alabama (Publix) (2,800; 25-35- 
50), ‘Man Who Played God’ (WB). 
Second week without vaude and 
prospect of fair $8,000. Last week 
‘Shanghai Express’ (Par), $7,500. 

Strand (BTAC) (800; 25-40), 
‘Beast of City’ (M-G). Dropping 
twin features this week, and one 
of those weeks in prospect, $3,900. 
Last week ‘Misbehaving Ladies’ 
(FN) and Tulane-U.S.C. football 
game, $3,800. 

Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 25-50), 
‘Passionate Plumber’ (M-G). Will 


draw fairly well, $4,400. Last week 
‘Hatchet Man’ (FN), oke for $4,300. 

Galax (BTAC) (500; 15-25), 
Rainbow Trail’ (Fox). Booked for 
one week contrary to split policy, 
$1,000. Last week ‘Reckless Living’ 
(U) and ‘Safe in Hell’ (FN), mod- 
erate $950. 


A Pair of Socks; 
‘Express’ $24,600, 
‘Polly’ $22,000—S. F. 


San Francisco, March 7, 

Street offers a different than 
usual story at the boxoffices this 
week. At the Warfield, Marion 
Davies aided by a wholesale cover- 
ing of publicity from two Hearst 
sheets, is doing business. House 
should hit a big $22,000 on the week. 
Paramount also galloping at $24,600 
for Dietrich. 

Other outstanding event is the 
second week holdover of Constance 
Bennett at the Orpheum aided by 
the third week holdover of Duke 
Ellington and his colored aggrega- 
tion. In fact, the Duke is the real 
draw. The Bennett holdover is 
forced and the result of a lack of 
pictures, plus the courage that 
comes from having the band on the 
same bill. 

Arliss is holding over for a deuce 
week at Warners, while Will Rogers 
in ‘Business and Pleasure’ is sur- 
prisingly weak at the Fox. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (5,000; 35-65) ‘Business and 
Pleasure’ (Fox) and stage show. 
Pulling poorly and $24,500 is all. 
Last week six days of ‘Woman from 
Monte Carlo’ (FN) very bad at $21,- 
000 for this big house. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 35-60) 
‘Makers of Men’ (Col.) and vaude. 
yene Dennis in person, but only 
$12,000, poor. Last week Anna May 
Wong in person and ‘Secret Wit- 
ness’ (Col.) $14,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) 
‘Lady With Past’ (2nd week) and 
stage band. Duke Ellington the 
draw and $11,000 fair. Tirst week 
hit a neat $17,800. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 35-50) 
‘Shanghai Express’ (Par). lWooks 
like a big $24,600. Last week ‘Broken 
Lullaby’ (Par) under $14,000, 

United Artists (1,200; 25-40-60) 
‘Arrowsmith’ (5th week) (UA). 
Forced, though under $6,000 isn’t 
too bad. 

Warfield (Fox) 
‘Polly of Circus’ (M-G) and stage 
show. Hearst plugging helping 
plenty and $22,000 likely. Last week 
‘Hatchet Man’ (WE) drew good 
$19,800. 

Warners (1,365; 35-50-60) ‘Man 
Who Played God’ (2nd week) (WB) 
Big at $12,500 after an exceptional 
first week of $16,000. 


‘ 





(2,270; 35-60) 


(2,672; 30-60) 


WASHINGTON LOW 


$15,000; 





‘Big Timers’ Weak at 
‘Polly,’ $20,000, Oke 





Washington, March 7. 
Blizzard last night (Sunday) will 
cut current business down. No ex- 
citement anywhere along the line. 
Estimates for This Week 
Columbia (Lo. .7) (1,323; 35-50)— 
‘Arrowsmith’ (UA). About $10,000. 





may be} 


‘The | 





$3,000. Last week ‘Man Played God’ 
(WB), $3,450. 
Rialto (Fox) (1,200; 25-35-50)— 


‘Man I Killed’ (Par). 
‘Passionate Plumber’ (M-G), light; 
‘Beloved Bachelor’ (Par), better. 
With 3-way split anticipated gross 
is $3,800. Last week ‘Dance Team’ 
(Fox), ‘Ladies of Big House’ (Par), 
and ‘Road to Reno’ (Par), fair $3,- 
600. 


Blank at b. o.; 





Last week ‘Hell Divers,’ 2d week, 
$7,000. 

Earl (WB) (2,000; 25-35)—‘No 
One Man’ (Par). Will get about 
$15,000. Last week ‘Shanghai Ex- 
press’ (Par) $17,500. 

Fox (2,434; 25-35-50)—‘Big Timer’ 
with Ben Lyon in person. Started 
weak and will be around $15,000; 
bad. Last week ‘Gay Caballero’ 
|(Fox) and El Brendel in person 
| $22,700. 


Metropolitan (WB) (1,624; 25-35- 
50-75)—Broken Lullaby’ (Par). 
About $6,500. Last week ‘Man Who 
Played God’ (WB), second stanza, 
$5,500. 


Palace—‘Polly of Circus’ (M-G). 
About $20,000. Last week ‘Emma’ 
(M-G) about the same. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,875; 35-60)— 


‘Lost Squadron’ (Radio). Held over 
with new vaude; will do about $9,- 
000. Last week a good $17,000, 
Rialto—‘Impatient Maiden’ (U). 
Will mean about $5,000. Last week 
‘Rue Morgue’ (U) about $4,000. 





Baltimore Is Up and Down; 
‘After Tomorrow’ $8,500, 


Baltimore, March 7. 

With the Auditorium dark and 
the Rivoli about to go on the block, 
about 3,000 first run seats are un- 
certain. Rumors that more down- 
town houses are to go combo may 
be just rumors. 

Trade continues up and down. 

‘Wayward,’ at the Century with a 
stage revue but no outstanding 
name, looks like a good average 
week currently, while the Stanley, 
with ‘Broken Lullaby,’ should finish 
out front. 
Last week the Rivoli, with a dou- 
ble bill of sex stuff, ‘Damaged 
Souls’ and ‘Fools of Passion,’ got 
real business. 

Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew-UA) (3,200; 25- 
60), ‘Wayward (Par) and stage 
show. First time in several weeks 
no big name on stage bill; week 
seems pretty good, $19,500. ‘Beast 
of City’ (M-G) last week, plus Jean 
Harlow, an excellent $27,500; first 
time this b.o. has rung bell at such 
a figure since early January. 

Stanley (Loew-Stanley-Crandall) 
(3,600; 25-60), ‘Broken Lullaby’ 
(Par). Fine notices but perhaps 
too serious for mass biz; a pretty 
good $20,000. Last week ‘Shanghai 
<xpress (Par) got good but not re- 
markable $19,500. 

Valencia (Loew-UA) 1,200; 25- 
35), ‘Woman of Monte Carlo’ (IN). 
First runs seldom smashes at this 


elevator house; a _ pretty good 
$3,000, ‘Arrowsmith’ (UA) last 
week, $2,900. 

Parkway (Loew-UA) (1,000; 25- 


35), ‘Greeks’ (UA). Pleasant entry 
for this house; should cross $4,500. 
‘Arrowsmith’ (UA) last week, day- 
and-dated with Valencia but ran 
"way ahead; a surprising $4,700. 

Keith’s (Schanbergers) (2,500; 
25-50), ‘Final Edition’ (Col) and 
vaude. Charley Chase on stage the 
main lure; should go to good $15,- 
000. ‘Husband's Holiday’ (Par) last 
week sagged badly, $10,000. 

Hipp (Rappaport) (2,500; 25-50), 
‘Men of Chance.’ Return engage- 
ment of George Jessell, who opened 
this house last September, will 
mean near $13,500, okay. Last week 
‘The Runaround’ with Lee Morse 
on stage and Koran, with extra 
added midnight spook show, swell 
at big $16,000. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 25-50), 
‘After Tomorrow’ (Fox). Farrell, 
without Gaynor, doesn’t jam ’em at 
this stand but seems all right at 
$8,500, Last week ‘Millionaire’ 
(Fox), $7,000. 





Louisville Is Normal 
With ‘Strangers’ $8,600 


Louisville, March 7. 

Theatres continue to fight business, 
but the best is just what used to be 
average. 

Jack Kane, at Gayety, shifts his 
company to Columbus this week, be- 
ing replaced with similar stock bur- 
lesque headed by Fred Hurley. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (3,252; 25-35-50-60)—'Polly 
of Circus’ (M-G),. Fair $8,200. Last 
week ‘Greeks’ (UA), $7,900. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,865; 25- 
35-50)—‘After Tomorrow’ (Fox). 
Fair $5,200. Last week ‘Man Who 
Played God’ (WB) $7,100, fine. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (2,910; 35-50- 
60)—‘Strangers in Love’ (Par). At 
$8,600, not bad. Last week ‘Forbid- 


den’ (Col) $9,100. 

Brown (2,100; 20-30-40) — ‘Lady 
with Past’ (Radio). Maybe $2,609, 
good, Last week ‘Hatchet Man’ 
(FN) $4,800. 

Alamo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 15- 
25-40)—‘Cheaters at Play’ (Fox). 


Oke $3,900. Last week ‘Gay Cabal 





lero’ (Fox) $3,400. 


| Plumber,’ at 


Loop Mixed: ‘Arsene’ Good $40,000; 
Camel Act Boosts Palace $27,000 
Little Hope for ‘Greeks, $16,000 





MONTREAL QUIET 


‘Plumber’ Best Near $13,000—Capi- 
tol’s Two $10,000 
Montreal, March 7. 
Buster Keaton and ‘Passionate 
Loew’s, will put that 
house ahead of the crowd this week. 
Palacé with ‘Broken Lullaby’ fig- 
ures to run second. jut Lent is 
still holding down grosses. 
Nabes just about making 
grade. 
Estimates for This Week 
His Majesty’s (CT) (1,900; 50- 
$2.50) Cegit). ‘Queen’s Husband.’ 
Colbourne and Jones London com- 
pany may collect around $10,000. 
Last week dark. 
Palace (FP) 


the 


(2,700; 75), ‘Broken 
Lullaby’ (Par). Has some popular 
names and may get $11,000. Last 
week ‘Man Who Played God’ (WB) 
about $12,000. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 60), ‘No One 


Man’ (Par) and ‘Reckless Age’ 
(Par). Just about $10,000. Last 


week ‘Business and Pleasure’ (Fox) 
and ‘Silent Witness’ (Fox) about 
same figure. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-60), ‘Pas- 
sionate Plumber’ (M-G) and vaude. 
Looks to be headed for nice week, 
possibly $13,000. ‘False Madonna’ 
(Par), $13,000 last week. 

Princess (CT) (1,600; 35-60), ‘Pa- 
gan Lady’ (Col) and ‘The Deceiver’ 
(Col) should hold to average around 
$9,000. Last week ‘Men of Chance’ 
(Radio) and ‘Ladies of Jury’ (Ra- 
dio) had fair week at $8,000. 
Imperial (FP) (1,900; 25-40), ‘Gay 
Caballero’ (Fox) and ‘Stepping Sis- 
ters’ (Fox). May gross $2,800. Last 
week ‘Woman from Monte Carlo’ 
(FN) and ‘Big Shot’ (Pathe) about 
2,500. 

Cinema de Paris (Ind) 
50), ‘Servants’ (French). About as 
usual, $1,500. Last week ‘Ma Cou- 
sine Gaby’ (French), $1,750. 


(600; 25- 





Minn. Slumps as 
Weather Explodes; 
‘Smith’ Best, $12,000 


Minneapolis, March 7, 

Unfavorable weather and lack of 
outstanding pictures mitigate 
against heavy grosses this week 
after a stretch of prosperity. With 
blizzards and below zero tempera- 
tures very much in evidence, the 
week is dismal, 
Starting a day ahead of the bad 
weather, ‘Arrowsmith,’ at the Pan- 
tages, aroused attention and seems 
to be the single attraction destined 
to make a respectable current show- 
ing. It will breeze through to a nice 
total and remain a second week. 

Will Rogers’ pictures as a general 
thing are natural for the Minnesota, 
but ‘Business and Pleasure’ looks as 
though it may prove an exception to 
the rule Rogers will do well to give 
the ace Publix house a fair week 
this time. 

Estimates for This Week 

Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 75)— 
‘Business and Pleasure’ (Fox) and 
unit. Picture regarded below the 
usual Will Rogers standard; bad 
weather also hurting; maybe a fair 
$20,000. Last week ‘Broken Lullaby’ 
(Par) to $22,600. 

State (Publix) (2,200; 50)—Polly 
of Circus’ (M.G&). Clark Gable 
drawing some customers, but picture 
not stirring up a great deal of en- 
thusiasm, Marion Davies means 
nothing here to box office. Miss 
Davies name played down in smaller 
type than Gable. About $7,000 indi- 
cated, fairly good. Last week ‘Taxi’ 
(WB) around $6,400, 

Orpheum (RKO) 
‘Hatchet Man’ (FN) 
Robinson unabl. to 
or bad weather; 





(2,890; 50)— 

and vaude. 
overcome odds 
maybe $11,000, not 


so good. Last week ‘Lady With 
Past’ (Pathe) around $12,500. 
Pantages (UA) (1,400; 50)—‘Ar- 


rowsmith’ (UA). Picture liked and 
stirring up lots of comment; with a 
better weather break may wind up 
close to $12,000, good; holds for sec- 
ond week. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35)— 
‘Cheaters at Play’ (Fox). No names 
in cast; will be lucky to reach $2,- 
500, weak. Last week ‘Gay Cabal- 
lero’ (Fox) close to $5,200. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 25)—‘Heaven 


on Earth’ (U) and ‘Three Wise 
Girls’ (Col) split. Around $1,200, 
weak. Last week ‘Makers of Men’ 
(Col) and ‘House Divided’ (WU), 
about $1,009. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 25)—‘Hell 
Divers’ (M-G). Second loop run. 
Full week should top $2,000, good, 


Last week ‘Mati Hari’ (M-G) about 





: $1,700, good, 


+ 








Chicago, March 7, 

Despite the flock of new product 
riding into town with much hope 
pinned to it, there appears to be q 
wide mark between the anticipation 
and the final totals, Disappointmeng€ 
is written over the registers of seve 
eral loop theatres. Blame for the 
setback spotted on a number of are 
guments, including Lent, income tax, 
weather. 

B. & K. is particularly struggling 
against the lowered takes by slicing 
hard on the overhead, Result is that 
while the grosses are cut badly the 
net may not reveal a similar drop, 
Scarcity of product is still keeping 
the bookers from sleeping soundly, 
Roosevelt is a sharp worry for B. & 


K., the house having been accepting 
a number of indie production 
State-Lake, for the RKO side, ig 
also last minute booked, pictures 


rarely being able to be spotted very 
far in advance, 

Loop lead again rides with the 
Chicago, where the Barrymore freres 
are holding the fort to a good $40,< 
000. Night trade is the big factor 
currently, the two Barrymores bringe 
ing the adult patronage and skipping 
the flaps. Set to holdover next week 
at the run Roosevelt. 

‘Greek’s’ didn't get a start. 
to be the case in this town that 
flickers without obvious man-ande 
woman leads don’t get a chance. At 
the present rate doesn’t figure to 
stick more than a fortnight. 

Down at the vaude Palace 
start of the Camel hour in-person 
week indicates a bettering of the 
average gross by at least $5,000. Act 
drew a wide fire of exploitation from 
a trio of press guys, and the results 
are noticeable despite a snowstorm, 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (Publix-B. & K.) (4,0004 
50-75-85), ‘Arsene Lupin’ (M-G) 
and stage show. Barrymore brothers 
exhibiting strength, especially for 
the smarter nite shift; scheduled to 
hit for $40,000, one of the better 
sessions; slated to go into the run 
Roosevelt, Friday (11), for one week 
holdover. Last week ‘Strangers in 


Seems 


the 


Love’ (Par) came through neatly 
at $36,900 backed up on stage by 
Lilyan Tashman. 


McVickers (Publix-B. & K.) (2,« 
200; 50-75-85), ‘Broken Lullaby’ 
(Par). Just a fortnight in spite of 
earnest reviews; additional ex« 
ploitation to grab the better audi- 
ences held the opening week oke 
to $24,500, but current interlude 
looks hardly more than weak $12.< 
000. ‘Man Who Played God’ (WB) 
in Thursday (10). The Chevalier 
‘One Hour with You’ (Par) set to 
follow. 

Oriental (Publix-B. & K.) (3,200; 
50-75-85), ‘After Tomorrow’ (Fox) 
and stage show. Nothing here this 
week and the house slides; maybe 
$24,000, a couple of g’s under the 
break even figure. Last week ‘Polly 
of Circus’ (M-G) held to good $28,< 
100 on Davies-Gable names. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-75-85), 
‘House Divided’ (U) and vaude 
Camel radio act the noise cure 
rently; won't get near top money 
for house, though present symptoms 
point to good $27,000. Last week 
just fair on nameless vaude lineup 


and ‘Woman Commands’ (Radio), 
$23,300. 

Roosevelt (Publix-B. & K.) (1,- 
500; 50-75-85), ‘Shanghai Express? 
(Par). Fell away swiftly in sec« 


ond week, garnering $15,500, after 
having copped $25,200 for its opene 
ing week; sticks for one more 
stanza, this week, and likely to be 
content on meagre $9,000. Friday 
(11) brings in ‘Arsene’ (M-G) for 
its holdover. 

State-Lake (RKO) (2,700; 50-75« 
85), ‘Lost Squadron’ (Radio). Riche 
ard Dix flying film not strong here, 
depending almost solely on male 
trade, looks for fair $19,000 on first 
stanza and likely to be satisfied 
with a fortnight. Last week ‘Lady 
With Past’ (Pathe) finished a twoe- 
weeker, to flabbiest Constance Bene 
nett gross, $10,500. 

United Artists (Publix-UA) (1,< 
700; 50-75-85), ‘Greeks’ (UA). 
Wobbled from the bell and indicates 
departure within two weeks: open- 
ing week presages not more than 
hollow $16,000. ‘Arrowsmith’ (UA) 
completed a snorting three weeks 
£0 to $13,800 last week. 

Punch and Judy (Burstyn) (365; 
50-75), ‘Road to Life’ (Sovkino). 
One week at the loop Apollo and 
three weeks at this out-of-the-way 
tiny suggests strength in this Rus- 
sian talker; now in final and prob- 
bably oke to $850, after taking good 
$1,800 for second week. 
of the Don’ (Sovkino) 
Monday (14). 


‘Cossacks 
arrives on 


U’S ‘SHANGHAI INTERLUDE’ 

Hollywood, March 7. 

Universal has taken 

Interlude,’ original by 
Wong, Chinese, 


‘Shanghai 


Wellesley 


vo, 
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Dietrich’s ‘Angel’ and ‘Dishonored’ 
Stand Out on Long Runs in Paris 








Paris, Feb. 28. 

With few exceptions business is 
slack in Paris, but better for pic- 
tures than legit, which is at ebb. 

Grosses show the considerable 
local drawing power o Marlene 
Dietrich, whose ‘Angel,’ after several 
months’ run at the Ursulines, is now 
packing them in on the boulevard, 
and whose dubbed ‘Dishonored,’ 
titled ‘X 27,’ is holding well at the 

iracles. 

” Estimates 

ar) (1,900)—‘Tu Se- 
ras Duchesse’ (Par). Second week, 
with Mary Glory and Fernand 
Gravey still holding for a fair $22,- 
000, against $27,000 the first week. 

Gaumont Palace (G.F.F.A.) (6,000) 
—Chien Qui Rapporte’ (Braun- 
berger). Despite sugrestiveness, 
poor $15,000, following a very weak 
$13,000 the week preceding, when 
Pabst’'s ‘Tragedy of the Mine’ had 
been held over a third week. 

Olympia (Haik) (1,900)—‘Five Ac- 
eursed Gentlemen’ (Haik), $11,500. 
A poor second week, after $19,000 
the first week. 

Moulin Rouge (Natan) (2,200)— 
‘Paris Mediterranean’ (Natan). The 
Annabella-Murat combination get- 
ting a very nice $13,00vU, against a 
poor $7,500 for the third and clos- 
ing week of ‘Galeries Levy ’(Natan) 
preceding. 

Marivaux (Natan) (1,200) —‘A 
Nous La Liberte’ (Tobis). A poor 
$2,500 for the second week of Rene 
Clair’s film, following $3,700 of the 
first week of its introduction on the 
boulevard after it had already played 
the Colisee, on the Champs Elysees. 

Miracles (Bailby) (700). $4,500 for 
the fourth week of Marlene Diet- 
rich’'s dubbed ‘Dishonored,’ after 
$5,500 for the third week. Very sat- 
isfactory. 

Madeleine (Metro) (700)—‘Jenny 
Lind (Metro). $4,000 for second 
week, dropping $500 from a _ poor 
first week. 

Imperial (Natan) (500)—‘Galeries 
Levy’ (Natan). After leaving the 
Moulin Rouge, getting less than $3,- 
000, following a panicky $1,200 for 
the 5th week of ‘Marchant du Sable’ 
(Hugon-Natan), 

Aubert Palace (G.F.F.A.) (800). 
A practically unprecedented $7,500, 
with Marlene Dietrich’s ‘Blue Angel’ 
already shown for nearly a year in 
the Ursulines. Week before closed 
Laurel and Hardy’s ‘rarden Us, 
still getting a fair $3,000 on its 5th 
week, 

Colisee (Haik) (650)—‘Coeur de 
Lilas’ (Wifra). Increasing to $3,000 
on the second week, after a doubt- 
ful $2,500 for the first week. 

Palace (Dufrenne & Varna)—‘Her 
Man’ (Pathe). ‘Sixth week topping 
the fifth, with $4,000 against $3,200 
on the fifth. Holding very well. 

Ermitage (Natan) (1,200)—‘Drac- 
tla’ (Universal). After the fashion 
for razzine film has vanished, the 
second week holdover drops to be- 
low $2,000, after $3,500 on the first 
week. 


CINCY PALACE $16,500 
WITH ‘LOST SQUADRON’ 


Cincinnati, March 7. 

Ordinary product and the sea- 
60n's first touch of winter a.e driv- 
ing grosses of downtown cinemas to 
a lighter mark than has obtained 
in months. 

Palace and Lyric are only houses 
With a chance of bcttering last 
Week's receipts. 

Estimates for This Week 

P Albee (RKO) (3,300° $5-65)— 
Chan's Chance’ (Fox), and vaude. 
Stage show means noth’ ~ to box 
Office this week; a sorry $18,000 in 
Biglit. Last week ‘Panama _ Flo’ 
(Pathe) and Camel radio act drew 
$24,500, 

Palace (RKO) 
‘Lost Squadron’ 


Paramount ( 





(2,600: 
(Radio). Strong 
exploitation helping for very good 
$16,500. Last week ‘Arrowsmith’ 
(UA), $16,900. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,285; 30-50)—‘Ar- 
sene Lupin’ (M-G). John and Lionel 
Barrymore magneting a good $11,- 


500. Last week ‘Man Who Played 
God’ (WE) $10,000. 
Capito! (RKO) (2,200: 30-50)— 


ti says - 

Millionaire’ (Fox). Flapper appeal 
helping for a fair $9,500. Last week 
Polly of Circus’ (M-G) $10,500. 


,, Keith (Lisbon) (1,600; 25-40)— 
Around World’ (UA). A fair $2.- 
390 Last week ‘Forbidden’ (Col) 
$3.100, 

_ Strand (RKO) (1,350: 25-40)- 
“hanghai Express’ (Par) and ‘Polly 
or Cireus’ (M-G). Second runs 
ppp uit. Fair $3,000. Last weel 


Beast of City’ (M-G) and ‘Cheaters | ; 


at Play’ (Pex) $2,800. 

nh amily (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
nator Walks’ (Fischer), and 
evil on Deck’ (Tif). Fair $3,000 


Last eek 


P om ‘Gay Caballero’ (Fox) 
and ‘Sunset Trail’ (Tif) $3,500. 


30-50)— | 


FILM HOUSES SPURT 


Product Ups Prov. Sites—Arrow- 
smith’ Near $18,000—Albee, $11,000 
Providence, March 7. 


Eixcellent film 


at the State will lead picture house 
group with ‘Shanghai Express’ at 
the Paramount trailing a good sec- 
ond. 
Estimates For This Week 
RKO Albee (2,300; 15-50-60)— 
‘Final Edition’ (Col) and vaude. 
House seems headed for good week: 
to possibly $11,000. Last week 
‘Lost Squadron’ (Radio), soared to 
fine $14,700. 
Fay’s (2,000; 15-50) — ‘Graft’ 
(Whirlwind) and vaude. Nick 
Stuart and Sue Carol on stage for 
at least $7,500, great. Last week 
‘One Man Law’ (Col) and Buck 
Jones on stage, very good at $7,200. 
Loew's State (3,700; 20-50-75)— 
‘Arrowsmith’ (UA). House is get- 
ting first real business it has had in 
six weeks feature: has chance for 
$18,000. Last week ‘Polly of Cir- 
cus’ (M-G), low at $13,600. 
Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 
‘Taxi’ (WB) and ‘The Expert’ 
(WB). Week will finish close to 
$9,500. Last week ‘Millionaire’ 
(Fox) and ‘Subway Sally,’ so-so at 
$8,800. 


15-50)— 


Paramount (2,200; 15-50)— 
‘Shanghai Express’ (Par). Depend- 
ing on word-of-mouth for $10,000. 
Last week (‘Strangers in Lote’ 
(Par), managed to tilt a fair 
$8,000. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 10-35)— 
‘Lost Squadron’ (Radio). Moved 
over from RKO Albee for second 
week and $2,500. Last week ‘Ex- 
plorers of World,’ tilted $6,000 for 
nine days. 


SS 


K. C. TRADE ONLY $0-S0; 
‘SQUADRON’ UP, $19,000 


Kansas City, March 7. 

No indication of any material in- 
crease in grosses, but even a slight 
tilt would be acceptable here. 

Heavy publicity this week for 
‘Lost Squadron,’ ‘Strangers in Love’ 
and ‘Business and Pleasure.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s Midland (4,000; 25-50)— 
‘Arrowsmith’ (UA). 
$17,000, oke. Last week ‘Polly of 
Circus,’ $14,800. 

Mainstreet (3,200; 
‘Lost Squadron’ (Radio) and vaude. 
Full pages in papers and $19,000 
nice. Last week ‘Ladies of Jury’ 
(Radio), with Nick Lucas featured 
over picture, $18,200. 

Newman (1,890; 25-35-50)—‘Busi- 
ness and Pleasure’ (Fox). Probably 
near $7,100. all right. Last week 
‘Man Who Played God, $7,900. 

Liberty (1,000; 25-50)—‘Strangers 


week ‘Shanghai Express’ (Par) sec- 
ond week, $5,600. 
Pantages (2,200; 


Should get $4,000. Last week Mur- 
der at Midnight,’ $4,500. 


Apollo (1,200; 35)—‘Michael and 
Mary’ (U). In English, but won't 
better foreign mades here; $1,000. 


Last week ‘Fast Company’ and 
‘Bottom of the World,’ only $800. 





Not Spending in B’klyn; 
‘Hatchet’ Best, $17,000 


Brooklyn, March 7. 
deluxers this week 
‘ooking brightest 


A lull in all 
with the Strand 


on account of Ed Kobinson and 
‘Hatchet Man.’ Even the larger 


neighborhoods seem off, indicating 
that the folks just ain't attendin’. 
Somewhat balmy Saturday (5) 


sent hordes to Coney Island board- 
walk with some of the concession- 
aires opening up. Reports are that 
lithe natives were just walking, not 
spending. 
Estimates for This Week 
Paramount (4,200; 25-35-50-75- 
85), ‘Strangers in Love’ (Par) and 
stage show. May reach a mild $338,- 
000. ‘Broken Lullaby’ (Par) last 
week fine at $46,000 
Fox (4.000; 2 50-65), ‘Cheat- 
} 


Play’ (Fox) and stage show 


ers at 





A poor prospect, maybe under $15,- 


fare will give | 
Straight picture houses their first 
real break in weeks. ‘Arrowsmith,’ 





|}made a few dollars at $14,500. 


Likely close to, (NA) was poor at $9,300. 


| 


25-35-50-60)— | and last week with last six days 


| 





in Love’ (Par), Weak at $3,500. Last | 


| screen at $20,000 pace. 
20-35) — ‘Guilty | tures are held over. 
Generation’ (Col) and ‘The Bargain.’ | 


| 


Last week ‘Taxi’ not too! 

good at $9,500. 
Poli (Fox) (3,040: 50)—‘Arsene 
| Lupin’ and ‘Menace,’ headed for fair 


| day-and-dating with the Paramount 





000 Last week ‘Millionaire’ (Fox), | 
$18,000, } 
| Albee 8500; 25-39-50-75), ‘Im 
patient Maiden’ (17) na ‘ Ve 
|Nothing exeiting in $21,000, but 
ok Last week with ‘Final Edi- 
ition’ (Col), $16,000, poor. 

| Strand (2 506 5 a) 
boyy tehet Man’ (WR. Hf r etride 

| for good $17,000; may hold over 
{J ast WeeK Fireman (FN) a s| A 
$11,000, 

| Metropolitan (3,500; 25-35-50-75) 
i‘ Well’'s House (ined) ind = vaude 
Very qa iet at $14,000, Last week 
ltrovers Courageous’ (M-G), $17,600. 


MINUS SOCKS 


New Haven Paramount $16,000 with 
Ted Lewis—‘Fireman’ $10,000 


New Haven, March 7. 

Pre-holy week letdown seems to 
have started already. Bad weather 
crimped and looks like Paramount 
gets this week’s business with Ted 
Lewis. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Publix) (2,253: 65)— 
‘Wayward’ and Ted Lewis About 
$16,000. Last week ‘Shanghai’ $16,- 
500, rood. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200: 65) 

‘Fireman’ and vaude Set for fair 
$10,000. 


$11,500. Last week 
and ‘Cheaters’ $12,500. 

Bijou (1,536; 50)—‘Reast’ and ‘Big | 
Timer.’ Probably moderate $4,100. 
Last week ‘Behind Mask’ and ‘Cock 
of Air’ fair $4,300. 


‘Arrowsmith’ 





Detroit Pepless, but 
‘Fireman’ Looks Bright 
On $20,000—Fisher 


Detroit, March 7. 


‘Alias the Doctor, 
Best on Broadway in Quiet Week: 
Roxy's $40,000 Bad, Weather Hurts 





DENVER’S GOOD SPOTS 


$19,000 for Publix Ace With Dot 
Mackaill in Person—Orph $18,000 





Denver, March 7. 

The Denver with ‘Strangers in 
Love’ and Dorothy Mackaill in per- 
looks to top town. Orpheum 
will be a strong second. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 385-50- 
75)—Millionaire’ (Fox). Will do 
good $5,000. Last week ‘Impatient 
Maiden’ (U). same. 

Denver (Publix) (2,300; 25-40-65) 
—‘Strangers in Love’ (Par) and 
unit. Dot Mackaill in person and 
$19,000, fine Last week ‘Broken 
Lullaby’ (Par) a weak $12,000. 

Orpheum) (RKO) (2,600; 25-35- 
10-65)—‘Lost Squadron’ (Radio) 
and vaude. Should see $18,000, 
good, Last week ‘Ladies of Jury’ 


son 





Town is really up against it for 


business. The leader, ‘Arsene Lu- | 
pin,’ is plenty weak at $33,000 for | 
the Michigan. Lent, bad weather, | 


and everything else have taken the | 
houses for a ride. The Fisher is! 
getting the only real break this | 
week with Cliff Edwards in person. 
Estimates for This Week 

Michigan—‘Arsene Lupin” (M-G) 
(4,045; 15-35-50-65) and stage show. 
Expected to play to plenty of cash | 
customers, but will be lucky to get | 
$33,000. Last week ‘Shanghai Ex- 
press’ (Par) was also plenty disap- 
pointing at $31,500, 

Fox—‘After Tomorrow’ (Fox) and 
stage show (5,100; 15-25-50). Get- 
ting weak play; about $21,000. Last 
week ‘Business and Pleasure’ (Fox) 
$22,500. 

Fisher—Fireman’ (FN) and stage 
show (2,660; 15-35-50-65). 





Cliff Ed- | 


wards in person helping for this; 
bright gross; will run into $20,000. 
Last week ‘Strangers’ (Par) was 


weak at $14,500. 

Downtown—‘Rue Morgue’ (U) (2,- 
750; 15-25-50). Getting a fair play 
and will about break even on $12,- 
000. Last week ‘Lady With Past’ 


United Artists—‘Man Who Played 
God’ (WB) (1,018; 15-35-50-65-75). 
Not so forte, but will wind up about 
$15,000 and about two weeks or 10 
days. Last week ‘Cock of the Air’ 


Lullaby’ 
Third 


Parzsmount — ‘Broken 
(Par) (3,448; 15-35-60-75). 
getting fair $7,500. Last week was 
$16,900. 


Whiteman Boston’s Best; 
‘Susie,’ Poor at $12,500 


Boston, March 7. 

Paul Whiteman and band at the 
Boston looks as the town’s best bet 
with ‘Three Wise Girls’ (Col) on 
Several pic- 
Last week the 
new Paramount set a record of $30,- 
500 for the house, 

Estimates for the Week 

Met (Publix) (4,300; 50-75)— 
‘Strangers in Love’ (Par). Over 
$30,000 will be big. Last week ‘She 
Wanted a Millionaire’ (WB) and 
Ted Lewis, $39,700; more expected. 

Paramount (Publix) (1,800; 30-50- 
60) — ‘Shanghal Express’ (Par). 
House record of $30,500 for opening. 
Stays a second down to $25,000 pace. 

Keith”’s (4,000; 35-50-65) — ‘Sun- 
shine Susie’ (Radio-British). Ad- 
vertising terrific for English film, but 
$12,500 poor. Last week ‘Lady with 
a Past’ (Radio) second week $11,700, 
bad, 

Keith's Boston (4,000; 35-50)— 
‘Three Wise Girls’ (Col) and Paul 
Whiteman. Over $20,000 expected. 
zast week ‘Man Behind Mask’ (Col) 
did oke, too, $19,200. 

Uptown (2,200; 35-50-60)—Shang- 
hai Express’ (Par). Around $8,500, 





Last week ‘Hatchet Man’ (FN) sec- 
ond week poor 93,800. 

Scollay (vaudfilm)—‘Hatchet Man 
(FN). Good $12,000. Last week 





‘Charlie Chan’s Chance’ (Par) and | smith’ (UA). Not appealing to the 
Ubangi savages disappointing at | ™asses and looks like a bad $10,000 

$10,500. Last week ‘Polly of Circus’ (M-G) | 
i 9,200; 35-50-60) — Last | $12,000. ; ; 

W bet e-vsed het Man’ in tes hens Saenger (3,000; 60)— ‘Strangers nae 
fair $5,500. Goes for second runs Love (Par). Attracting but minor 
this week. | interest around $11,000, poor. Last 
State (4.000: 25-25-60)—‘Polly of | WEEK Shanghai Express (Par) drew 
the Circus’ (M-G). Gable and Davies | ™** “ 4,000, although more was ex- 
Tere eau, 

Wwe ik at $16 000. ‘Last week ‘Arrow . Orpheum (2,490; 60)—‘Forbidden’ 
mith’ (UA) $18,600. | (Col), Even with Stanwyck's pop- 
_ — ularity week will show but $9,000 


HELEN VINSON’S 1ST AT WB 


Hollywood, March 7. 


Helen Vinson has arrived here 
from Broaway legit to go into 
‘Jewel Robbery’ scheduled to start 
March 21, 

Levit ingenue was given a con- 


tract by Jack Warner in the east. 


| pect for 


(Radio) $17,500. 

Paramount (Publix) (2,000; 25- 
35-50)—‘Arrowsmith’ (UA). Oke 
near $11,000. Last week ‘No One 
Man’ (Par) $6,100. 

Rialto (Huffman) (900; 20-25-40- 
50)—Dance Team’ (Fox) (3 days); 
‘Chan’s Chance’ (Fox) (4 days). 
About $1,900. Last week ‘Manhat- 
tan Parade’ (WB) low for house in 
three days, $600, and pulled. ‘Shang- 


haied Love’ (Col) finished week 
with $2,200 for four days. 
Tabor (Huffman) (2,000; 25-35- 


50)—‘Her Majesty Love’ (FN). Poor 
at $7,500. Last week ‘Gay Cabal- 
lero’ (Fox) corralled $8,000. 





BRISK TRADE, I’NAPOLIS; 
INDIANA MAYBE $25,000 





Indianapolis, March 7. 
is getting along pretty 
well despite freezing weather. 
Battle this week is between the 
Lyric, with its vaude, and Indiana 
with 90 minute tab of ‘Girl Crazy.’ 
Prices now 25 and 65 cents. Lyric 
running ads on no ‘Change in 
Price.’ ‘Arrowsmith,’ Loew’s Palace, 
is leading the straight film houses. 
Estimates for This Week 
Indiana (Publix) (3,300; 35-65)— 
‘Strangers in Love’ (Par) and tab 
‘Girl Crazy.’ Reapine harvest and 
looks close to $25,000. ‘Fireman’ 


3usiness 


(FN) held up well last week, 
finished well at $17,500. 
Circle (Publix) (2,600; 25-35-50) 


—‘Rehind Mask’ (Col). Will have 
to climb to reach $5,000, mediocre. 
Last week ‘Safe in Hell’ (FN) 
failed to get more than $4,000 de- 
spite b. o. title. 

Lyric (Fourth Ave) (2,600; 25-35- 
50)—‘Gay Caballero’ (Fox) and 
vaude. Will reach usual $10,000. 
Last week ‘Silent Witness’ (Fox) 
clicked $8,500, fair. 

Apollo (Fourth Ave) (1,100; 25- 
35-50) —After Tomorrow’ (Fox). 
Will reach $7,590 and may be held 
over. Last week ‘Man Who Played 
God’ (WB) good at $7,000. 


Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,800; 
95-35-50) — ‘Arrowsmith’ (UA) 
Looks good for $8,000, a _ little 


Changed open- 
Friday. 


better than usual. 
ing day from Saturday to 


Last week ‘Polly of Circus’ (M-G) 
only $6,000 despite Gable and 
Davies. 





Worst Week in 5 Years 
In N. 0.—$11,000 Tops 


New Orleans, March 7. 

Worst week in five years is in 
prospect for the local filmeries. In- 
clement weather is hurting, but the 
lack of luster pictures is mainly,, re- 
sponsible for the minimum grosses. 

‘Arrowsmith’ holds a gloomy as- 
Loew’s State, while 
‘Strangers In Love’ seems a light- 
weight for the Saenger. 

Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s State (2,200; 60)—‘Arrow- 





Last week ‘Lady With Past’ (Pathe) 
snared $12,000, not nearly as high as 


former Constance Bennett figures. 
Strand (1,800; 50) — ‘Chan's 
Chance’ (Fox). At $1,500, poor. 


last week ‘Millionaire’ (Fox) $1,600 

Tudor (800; 25)—‘Fireman’ (FN). 
Very light, $1,500 seems about all. 
Last week ‘X Marks Spot’ (Tiff) a 
fair $2,100. 


"$38,000, Looks 


+ 


Business along Broadway, with a 
exceptions, continues to 
be lethargic On top of other ad- 
theatres received a bad 
break in the weather over the week- 
end, Sunday’s all day rain keeping 
plenty of people by the radiators. 

New Barthelmess picture, ‘Alias 
the Doctor,’ heading for $38,000 on 


couple o 


versities 


its first week at the Winter Gar- 
den, is the street's best current 
performer. ‘Sky Devils,’ which 
went into the Rivoli Thursday 
night (3), will rake in around 
$32,000, which is strictly favorable 
these days. 

The foxy is in the _ sloughs. 
Doubtful if house will do $40,000 
this week with ‘After Tomororw.’ 


On top of previous week's ignoble 
$33,000 on ‘Cheaters at Play,’ its 
the blues in a bad way for thi 
immense operation. 

Capitol is around $45,000 on seec- 
ond week of ‘Arsene Lupin’ and a 
fai $52,000 is presaged for the 
Paramount. House has ‘Strangers 
in Love’ and Tetrazzina on stage. 

‘Man Who Played God’ goes out 
of the Warner Thursday (10), com- 
ing into Strand the following day. 
At the same time the Warner again 
becomes a second run with ‘Heart 
of New York,’ current at Strand, 
going in at pop scale. ‘Heart of 
New York’ is letting the Strand 
down to about $14,000 for nine days 
RKO’s Mayfair also pretty dull, 
‘Impatient Maiden’ indicating $13,- 
000. 

Third week of ‘Shanghai Ex- 
press’ ought ‘+ garner around $27,- 
000 at the Rialto. fair enough. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,102; $1-$2)—‘Hell Divers’ 
(M-G) (11th week). Indications 
Metro will hold ‘Divers’ here several 
weeks until ‘Grand Hotel’ is ready. 

Capitol (5,400: 25-85-$1.50)—‘Ar- 
sene Lupin’ (M-G) (2d week), and 
stage show. Strong first week of 
$70,000 and on holdover will be 
around $45,000 this week. 

Paramount (3,664; 40-65 -85)— 
‘Strangers in Love’ (Par) and stage 
show. Not more than about $52,000, 
pretty fair. Last week ‘Broken Lul- 
laby’ (Par), after $2 run, $56,300. 

Rialto (2,000; 45-65-85)—‘Shanghali 
Gesture’ (Par) (3d week). Near $27,- 
000; currently, okay for this .va 
house, Second week did $42,000, 

Mayfair (2,200; 35-65-85-$1)—‘Im- 
patient Maiden’ (U). A disappointer 
at $13,000. Last week $14,000 for 
‘Lady With Past’ (Pathe) on hold- 
over. 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-65-85-$1) — ‘Sky 
Devils’ (UA). Opened Thursday (3) 
to fairly brisk business, indicating a 
good enough $32,000 on initial week. 
Final of ‘Arrowsmith’ (UA) $17,000, 
satisfying after four weeks. 

Roxy (6,200; 40-65-85-$1) — ‘After 
Tomorrow (Fox) and stage show. 
Another low week, picture probably 
not getting over $40,000. Previous 
incumbent, ‘Cheater at Play’ (Fox) 
took theatre down to so low $33,000. 

Strand (2,900; 35-50-75-$1)—‘Heart 
of New York’ (WB). On nine days 
will garner a probable $14,000, poor. 
‘The Expert,’ previously in here for 
five days only, $8,900, and yanked. 

Warners (1,100; 25-35-50-75) — 
‘Man Who Played God’ (WB) (th 
week), Goes out Thursday (10), 
sliding Into pop first run at Strand 
following day. Snared f.vo-abdle 
$14,000 on third week. 

Winter Garden (1,418; 235-65-85- 
$1)—‘Alias, the Doctor’ (FN) (2nd 
week). A nice $38,000 on first seven 
days. ‘Crowd Roars’ (WB) slated as 
next in about three or four weeks, 


COLUMBUS ABOUT NORMAL 





$8,500 for ‘Squadron’—‘Lullaby’ May 
Get $9,000 


Columbus, March 7%. 
Another week of heavy draw 
ishows but nothing looks too good, 
Estimates for This Week 
Palace (RKO) (3,074; 25-50)— 
Squadron’ (Radio). On way 
jto good enough $8,500; heav: pub- 
dad campaign. Last week 
Rue Morgue’ (U) only $5,500. 





| ‘Lost 


city at 


| Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-50)— 
| ‘Business and Pleasure’ (Fox) and 
unit. Hardly better than fair $11,- 
1 O00, Last week Joe Cook drew ‘'em 
| to catch ‘Polly of Circus’ (M-G), 
| $14,700. 
| Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500: 25-50) 
j}—‘Proken Lullaby’ (Par). Will sur- 
| prise if it betters $9,000. Last week 


‘Shanghai Express’ (Par) failed to 
hold up, but nicely at $9,600. 

Grand (Neth) (1,100; 15-35)— 
Hatchet Man’ (WRB). Good for fair 


$1,000. Last week ‘Man Who Played 
| God’ (2d week) just fair at $3,600, 


Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 15-25)— 
‘Two Kinds of Women’ (Par). 
Should be near house- average at 
$2,200. Last week ‘Ladies of Jury’ 


(Radio) average $2,600. 


me 




















10 VARIETY 





PICTURE 


GROSSLS 





Tuesday, March 8, 1932 





: seseeeiniciadaiattiaininiitaaatinsia 


FLOODS HURT SEATTLE, | Stanley’s Eight Acts 


‘Lullaby’ Dominant 
In Dismal Philly, 
$15,000 on 2d Wk. 


Philadelphia, March 7. 


3usiness in the film houses here 


is now just about on a par with that 
in the legit theatres. It typifies 
P 7 re ) c naifte nce to 
ward anv |] 1 of indoor amus¢é 
me? it t present time. 

Biggest ot downtown house 
have been suffering the most, but 


ive been hurt. Outstanding ex- 
ception to the general downward 
trend is the Stanley. With ‘The Man 
I Killed. aided by great notices, 
picture indicates a possibility of 
th ee weeks. 

This week's outlook holds ut lit- 
tle promise. ‘Lady With a Past’ is 
at the Mastbaum, which also offers 
Georgie Price, Maria Gambarelli and 


Barto and Mann,’ the best stage | 


show the house has had in a month. 
Bad notices, however, and hardly 
more than $39,000 anticipated, per-} 
haps less. The Boyd has ‘Arsene 
Lupin’ which received corking re- 
views and should normally fe good | 
for $18,000 or $19,000. Cut that down 
by two grand and that’s the likely 


figure. 
Estimates for This Week 
Mastbaum (4,800; 35-50-75)— 
‘Lady With Past’ (Pathe) and stage 
show. Doesn't look so hot even 
with good stage bill; $39,000 pos- 
sible, but doubtful. Last week 


‘Fireman’ (FN) under $37,000. 


Stanley (3,700; 35-50-75)—‘Broken | 
Lullaby’ (known here as ‘Man I} 
1 


Killed’) (Par). Great notices anc 
ought to get nearly $15,000 this 
week. Did $21,500 last week. 

Fox (3,000; 35-50-75)— Million- 
aire’ (Fox). No strength indicated; 
probably around $16,000. ‘Cheaters 
at Play’ (Fox) with Ben Lyon on 
stage bill, $18,000 last week. 


Boyd (2.400; 35-50-75)—‘Arsene | 


Lupin’ (M-G). Great reviews and 


should be a wallop for first week; | 
maybe $19,000. Last week ‘Man Who | 
Played God’ (WB) off to $13,000 on|. 

|is always good for decent business 


holdover 
Earle (2,000; 25-65)—‘Wayward’ 


(Par) and vaude looks like $18,000 | 
or a little better. Last week ‘X 


Marks Spot’ (Tiff) with locally pro- 

duced review on stage, $19,500. 
Keith’s (1,800; 35-50-75)—‘Fire- 

man’ (FN). Moved here from 


Mastbaum, maybe $9,000. ‘Ladies | 


of Jur (Radio) disappointed with 
$8.000 Mist week. 

Stanton (1,700; 25-65)—‘Behind 
Mask’ (Col). Looks like about $9,500. 
Last week ‘Rue Morgue’ (U) on 
second week, fine. Almost $10,000. 

Karliton (1,000; 50)—‘Man Who 
Played God’ (WB). Moved here 
from Boyd; probably $4,500. ‘To- 
morrow and Tomorrow’ (Par) down 
to $4,500 last week. 

Arcadia (600; 50) — ‘Husband's 
Holiday’ (Par). Probably $3,000. 
Last week ‘Lovers Courageous’ (MG) 
got a few hundred over $3,000. 





Betty Compson on Stage 
And ‘Strangers’ $14,000 


Portland, Ore., March 7%. 

Fox Broadway found it a prob- 
lem to sell ‘Broken Lullaby’ whether 
under that title or ‘Man I Killed.’ 
Finally compromised by using both 
titles in exploitation. tesult was 
moderate $7,000 last week. This 
week ‘Polly of Circus‘ is just fair 
at the same theatre. 

Paramount is plugging Betty 
Compson in person with ‘Strangers 
in Love’ (Par) and is doing best 
business in town. 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-60), 
‘Panama Flo’ (Pathe) and vaude. 
Going for about $7,000, weak. Last 
week ‘Iody with Past’ (Pathe), a 
good $8,800. 

Paramount (Fox-Portland) (3,- 
000: 25-60), ‘Strangers in Love’ 
(Par) and Betty Compson in per- 
son, FM unit. Clicking heavily for 
$14,000. Last week ‘Business and 
Pleasure’ (Fox), a thin $10,500. 

Broadway (l*ox-Portland) (2,000; 
25-60), ‘Polly of Cireus’ (M-G). Go- 
ing fairly fer about $6,500. Last 
week ‘Broken Lullaby’ (Par), $7,000. 

United Artists (Fox-Portland) 
(1,000; 25-60), ‘Two Kinds of Wo- 
men’ (Par). Good enough around 
$4,000. Last week ‘Shanghai Ex- 
press’ (Par), second week, to $4,500. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000; 25- 


35), ‘Taxi’ (WB). Getting nice 
$5,000. Last week ‘Man Who Plaved 


God’ (WB), second week, $5,500: 
first week was $7,500. 
EMORY JOHNSON BROKE 
Hollywood, March 7. 
Emory Johnson, former director. 
now listing himself as a photog- 
rapher, has filed a bankruptcy pe- 
tition. 
Liabilities $4,500 and assets $489. 


& 





| Big for $15,500. Last week 
‘Prestige’ (Pathe) $9,200. 


35-50)—‘Man Who Played God 


| the week’s film procession, coming | stage show. 


ace.’ Garbo sure to pull on second 





Only $20,000, with 
Penn $24,000—Pitt 


Pittsburgh, March 7, 


Outlook currently is for another 


‘BUSINESS’ OK, $13,500 


Seattle, March 7. | 

Auto show did biggest gross, 
$21,000 in six days, and last three 
cutting into this week shows. But 





aeatuad eat’ te scaled seers tepid session. Big Shrine vaudeville 
. ry . d show at the Syria Mosque, which 
exploitation. Floods have tied up xt S ; 
otor traffic on highways, road to drew close to 75,000 paid admissions 
north being several feet unde during the week, hurt the picture 
vater in some stretches Hurts at- | weekend. \ pickup is expected, but 
endance as country folks cai | it s unlikely to be strong enough to 
rive to town. ; ove come the poor s7*taways, 
Estimates for this Week Broken Lullaby’ at the Penn 
. 2 200- 35-60) stands best chance of building 
Bar tata ; ri eds ‘ ox) , On | through rave notices and cast 
wav to nice $13.500 Last week | names, but even this one will have 
‘Beast of City’ (M-G) dragged for | to move fast to better $24,000, much 
poor $9,200. ; below expectations. Doubtful if the 
Stanley’s combination eight-act 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,700; 25-60) 


Lost Squadron’ (Radio) and vaude. vaude and ‘Impatient Maiden’ can 


get more than a feeble $20,000. 
Fulton has a $6,000 prospect with 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (950: 25) ‘Working Girls,” something of a sur- 
‘Reckless Living’ (U). About| Prise for this picture, and possibly 





$3.500. fine. Last week ‘Cock of Air’ | due to presence of Buddy Rogers in 
(U) fair, $3,000. 


cast, Rogers getting plenty of space 


. : - locally during ‘Hot-Cha’s’ (legit) 
‘ ‘ick 900; 25- : . - 
Music Box (Hamrick) (90( ,| fortnight engagement at Nixon re- 


(WB). Looks to hit $5,000 second | Ce?lY. 
week’, Estimates for This Week 
Liberty (Jensen-von lierberg) Davis (WB) (1,750; 10-15-25-35 


(2,000; 10-15-25) —‘Morals for Wom- | 00), ‘Silent Witness’ (Fox). Mys- 
en.” Around $6,000, good. Last week | tery meller deemed okay, but they 





‘Sherlock Holmes’ oke for $5,400. won't go for nameless casts here 
Paramount (Fox) (3,106; 25-35)—/|unless it’s something very excep- 


Freaks’ (M-G) and ‘Strangers in| tional; about $3,000 indicated. Last 


Love’ (Par). Double-header $5,(00, | week ‘Unexpected Father’ (U) sur- 
|fair. Last week ‘Silent Witness’ and 
‘Wayward’ (Par) $4,500. 


prised at $4,500. 
Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,800; 10-15- 
Coliseum (Fox) (1,800; 25-35)— | 25-35-50), ‘Working Girls’ (Par). 
Gay Caballero’ (For) and n | Two-for-ones still helping this site; 


| 


o’ Reno’ (Radio). Split week for | fiJm doing fairly, and $6,000 will be 
$2,500, slow. Last week ‘Way Back | petter than expected. Buddy Rogers, 
Home’ (Radio). ‘Delicious’ (FoX) | just here in Ziegfeld show, may be 
and ‘Champ’ (M-G) $2,700. 


reason. Last week ‘Lady with Past’ 
(Pathe) just short of $9,000. 
Harris (WB) (1,800; 10-15-25)., 





‘Express’ Paces Newark’s ‘Ladies of Jury’ (Radio) and ‘One- 


Man Law’ (Ceol). Double feature 


W k Wi h 23 000 looks like $2,800, just average. Last 
} ood ee it y week ‘Gay Caballero’ (Fox) about 
j 


$2,700, not so hot at this site for a 
George O’Brien film. 

Newark, March 7. Penn (Loew-UA) (3,300; 25-35-60- 
For once the Newark will lead |75), ‘Broken Lullaby’ (Par) and 


Big things expected 
in with $23,000 for ‘Shanghai Ex- because of rave notices, but must 
press.’ Not far behind will be|puila fast to gather $24,000, and 
Proctor’s on ‘Lady with Past,’ for | that’s just fair. Last week ‘Shang- 
$22,000 or so. . hai Express’ (Par) a disappoint- 

Joe E. Brown, at the Branford, ment, $21,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-36-60), 
‘Impatient Maiden’ (U) and vaude. 
House trying experiment with eight- 
act vaude layout and plugged almost 
“teeta A i bye to exclusion of picture; no names in 
ete: ave shows. : stage lineup though; poor $20,000 in 

Estimates for This Week prospect. Last week ‘Fireman’ (FN) 
Branford (WB) (2,966; 20-35-50), |around $21,000. 
‘Fireman’ (FN) and F-M unit. Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50), 
Brown got his usual panning from |‘High Pressure’ (WB). First Wil- 
the papers but he thrives on it|/liam Powell film to win fairly de- 
here; should get $17,000. Last | cent notices in some time, but local 
week ‘Hatchet Man’ (WB) aided by | customers don’t seem to go for him; 
stage wedding, almost $17,000. week looks bad at $7,000. Last week 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35),/‘Man Who Played God’ (WB) 
‘Mata Hari’ (M-G) and ‘The Men- | ground $9,000 for second week, giv- 
ing Arliss film close to $24,000 on 
fortnight, oke. 





and backed by Eva Tanguay and 
Singin’ Sam (radio), in person, 
should approach $17,000. Both 
Proctor’s and the Newark are run- 


run and should beat $5,000. Last 
week ‘Hell’s House’ (Zeidman-Capi- 
tol) and ‘Tonight or Never’ (UA), 
okay, but not great at $4,000. 


Little (Cinema) (299; 50), ‘Eine St. Louis Picks Up, 


Freundin so Goldig wie Du’ (Tobis). 


Will have trouble reaching $1,100. 3 H 0 20 000 
Last week ‘Die von Rummeplatz’ ouses ver 3 
(Capitol) and ‘Gretl und _ Lies!’ 
(New Era) not hot at nearly $1,300. 
Loew’s State (2,780; 30-50), ‘Lov- St. Louis, March 7. 
ers Courageous’ (M-G) and vaude. ale - 
Esther Ralston in person may draw, With a good picture at each house 
but doubtful, and picture not a | ge anon © coldest cold —— 
magnet. With competition will be |!" fll swing, things are looking up 
happy on $15,009. Last week |for @ change. Furnishes a striking 
‘Emma’ (M-G) swell at $25,000. contrast to the previous week when 
Newark (Adams-Par) (15-25-50- there was nothing outstanding 
60), ‘Shanghai Express’ (Par) and Current race is likely to be fairly 








vaude. Going great and may hold |¢ve" With a little more speed shown | 


over, $23,000. Last week ‘Broken | PY ‘1 entrants. ? 
Lullaby’ (Par) good at over $17,000. Estimates for This Week 
Proctor’s (RKO) (25-40-50-60), Ambassador (Par) (3,000; 35-50- 
‘Lady With Past’ (Pathe) and|65), ‘Man Who Played God’ (WB) 
vaude. Bennett lures ’em and will] and stage show. Arliss a draw and 
click at $22,000. Last week ‘Panama | with rave reviews ought to go to 
Flo’ (Pathe) okay at about $20,000. |] pretty good $21,000. Last week ‘To- 
Mosque (WB) (3,281; 20-30-40).| morrow and Tomorrow’ (Par), $20,- 
‘Business and Pleasure’ (Fox). Hard ; 900. 


to judge on reopening, but probably Fox (Fox) (6,000; 25-35-50), 
about $6,000. Last week dark, ‘Business and Pleasure’ (Fox) and 


Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15-|stage unit. Will Rogers near $21,- 
25), ‘Forbidden’ (Col) and ‘Cannon- | 000, too. Last week ‘Gay Cabellero’ 
ball Express’ (First Division) with | (Fox), $13,500, very bad. 

‘Girl of the Rio’ (Pathe) and ‘The St. Louis (RKO) (5,000; 25-35- 
Drifter’ (Capitol) on split. Fair at|50), ‘Lost Squadron’ (Radio). Un- 
$4,000. Last week ‘Prestige’ (Pathe) | usually big ad campaign; — $22,000, 
and ‘In Line of Duty’ (Monogram) | fair. Last week ‘Impatient Maiden’ 
with ‘High Pressure’ (WB) andj|(U) terrible, $9,300. 

‘Grief Street’ (Chesterfield) weak Loew’s State (Loews) (3,000; 25- 
at $3,300. 35-50) ‘Arsene Lupin’ (M-G). 
Brothers Barrymore and a $16,000, 
oke. Last week ‘Greeks’ (UA), 
JUDGMENTS $10,900, off 

— - “re Missouri (Par) (3,500; 25-35-50), 
pareere sananomrerh . $o,poumy, COr:| ‘Safe in Hell’ (FN)' and “The Ex- 

Earl Carroll Realty Corp.; 755 Seventh | Pert’ (WB). Nothing in either to 
Ave. Corp.: $64,952.20 attract much attention so total will 

Satisfied Judgment be held down to $9,000. Last week 
_ doe Lewis, Ine.; B. Bonito; $599; | «Strangers in Love’ (Par) and ‘Se- 
Feb. 25, 1982 lcret Witness,’ $9,600. 


} 
ree 
JOE BRANDT’S PICTURES | 


Any production deal between Joe 
Brandt, former Columbia Pictures | 





Theatre Bankrupt 


Birmingham, Mareh 7. 


jpresident, and Sam Zierler has; Listing liabilities at $23,974 and 
/eooled. Brandt contends negotia-/| no assets, the Gadsden Amusement 
|tions were never opened between! Co. filed a voluntary petition in 


the two men, which contradicts pre- bankruptcy. 


vious authoritative reports. } Lewis W. Thomas is president 
Brandt’s future intent is picture; and the company operated the 
making With nothing set as yet. CGudsden theatre of the same town. 


Stock Market 





(Continued from page 7) 


maintained. So far nothing of the 
kind has come into sight, particu- 
larly in the steel industry. The 
1932 upturn got under way a week 
later than that of 1931 and now has 
continued a week later, and, if the 
new year's chart picture is to fol- 
low that of 1931, as it has so far 
the market should witness its peak 
within the next few days, 


is every likelihood that Wall Street 
and Washington will strain every 
nerve to turn business and the mar- 


political campaign. Except for that 
factor there is not much in the out- 
look to justify the assurance that 
the market tide has turned defi- 
nitely. 


Loew and Par. Advance 


its old ‘ceiling,’ apparently having 
gradually absorbed stock for sale 
around 31 and progressed to a new 


the aggressive and climbed above 
11, coming within a fraction of a 
double top at 11%. 

Paramount apparently moved in 
response to the influence of a re- 
port that it had financed payment 
of its final installment of $4,000,000 
on its stock repurchase agreement, 
by the sale of its half interest in 
Columbia Broadcasting System to 
a syndicate in which, among others, 
Herbert Bayard Swope is interested. 
together with William 8S. Paley, 
president of Columbia. Price is 
said to add $1,000,000 working capi- 
tal to Par. after payment of the in- 
stallment due March 10. 

At the same time the Street 
heard that the company has in pros- 
pect a reverse split up of stock, 
giving one share lor three and thu 
undoing the 1929 split up of three 
for one, following the retirement of 
the old preferred stock. 

Market affects to look Ubon 
these now common capital revisions 
as constructive, since they correct 
the wild stock splits on boom times 
and by that much progress toward 


means, notably Electric Bond and 
Share, and it is generally regarded 
as inevitable that many more cor- 


course, 

It is one of those trading para- 
doxes that the reverse split up is 
now regarded as favorable, where 
in 1928 and ’29 split ups were made 
the occasion of frenzied bull en- 
thusiasm. Point is that a switch of 
three shares into one, has no effect 


true of the direct split up, only no- 


——1931-32-—, 





body seemed to see it in that }i 
at the time. happened wags 
Eave the 
stockholders 


This view does not take into con- | 
sideration the circumstance that} 


1932 is a presidential year and there | OUtSide source 


ket up, at least until the end of the | 


The two significant movements | 
among the amusement issues was | 
the fact that Loew broke through | 


| clique was going ahead at 


top at 34, while Paramount took | 


Theatres Jam Hurts Fox 
Although a receivership for Gen- 
Theatres had been 


was an adverse 


putting their houses in order. A| 
number of other large stock issues | 
have been reduced by — similar} 


|nominal support 
porations will follow the same} its bottoms. 

announcement 
plan to reduce its quoted book value 
$10 brought but 


| bookkeeping 
| gained circulation that a 


due in Warner Bros., but 
stories to that 


whatever upon any stockholder’s | 
equity in the property, since his! 
holdings continue to bear the same | previously 
relation to the total outstanding | However, sales jumped to 12,000 for 
shares as before. The same was | the 


stationary around 314. 
Summary for week ending Saturday, March 5: 


STOCK EXCHANGE 











Wycliffe A. Hill, J. Fred Ryan, Agnes 
1 Parsons, Ren Arid Pau! S. Crouch. 





Certified copy of New York name 


| change to Leo Morrison, Ine., 


Frolics Operating Corp., Cor 


w“ hite Point Pleasure Pier, Ltd.. 


High Sales. Issue and rate. 
-. ©) ae. oneane American Seat 
ion) Se CONGO, Wish ccccccsses 
if; 1.500 Consol. Film pfd. 
185% 22,500 Eastman Kodak (5) 
583g 7.200 Fox, Class A (4).... 
4% 264,100 Gen, Elee, (1) 
1514 26,400 Gen, Thea. Eq. n.. 
1 101% 10 100 Keith pref. (7) 
| 6314 231% Te BOO ss tees catnecetee 
; OS o6 §00 Do pref. (6%) 
7% - vetoes Madison Sq. Garden.... 
27 i. . ,| eae Met-G-M pref. (1.89) 
75 43, a Se ae ee 
OM 5M 165,900 Paramount ......ccccess 
2% lo 1,200 Pathe Exchange.... 
SS, 1% 1,700 Pathe, Class A.. 
|} 27% tly 25,000 Radio Corp........ 
2% peer errr 
9% -” oz¢aaun ccd vesa¥eeed ene 
DT bo “4 20 Universal pref. (8).... . 
20% 2% See WEEP . UCBs ccc ccccovcestce oe 
2614 ae. - -ebheeses ae WOE cece ceseecce 
107% 19% 176,600 Westinghouse (2.50) 
CURB 
on 3 cosecs QOMMNDIA FRCS cs cciccececccsss 
221, Zils 1 Do _ v.t.c 
814 l 4.10) De Forest Radio 
6M% %% eo el aT ‘ 
31% % 15,400 Gen. Thea. Eq. pf 
11% 13% 700) Technicolor 
14 1% COe ZHANG TAR ccsccccecces 
1vg2—-—-~ 
1% 2 S10,.000 Gen Thea 
63 43 » O00) Ieith 6's 
ROL. T9% 14.4400 Loew 6's 
8016 9 2,000 Patt 7's 
7 4414 32,000 Par-Fam-lask 
52! Ty 57,000 Par-Pub S, 
40 ds 4,000 Warner Bros, 6's, 
ISSUES IN OTHER MARKETS 
All Quoted for Saturday 
Over the Counter 
Bid Asked 
pa. YA 5 so =e, CHE Bs tics a5 
| ok tne 
HCOMPGF alles 
CALIFORNIA 
Sacramento. March 
Edmison Film-Protective Device Corp., 
Ad., County of Los Angeles. (To mar- 
ket speed governor for projectors), Cap 
ital stock $50,000, $300 subseribea FJ 
Hawkins, George S Spencer, Lyle Ww 
Rucker, 
National Radie Bettermen League, 
County of Los Angeles N apital stock 


Burbank Theatres, Ine., Count 
ck 





ardsen, J. T. Zelier, 


] 


=ht 


their 


Sather up 
the five nickels and return the quar. 


Lose 
tale 


Parae 


surprised 


HDuying 


some 


which 
n the 
liques 
ve no 


up, but 
|the problem of distributing stock at 


else 


Paramount 
another in- 
to be 
on the 
seems 
problem, let 
alone liquidating pool lines of 
event the 
top spec a 


long 


by i 


share _ 
total in 
an amusement for a long time. 


forecast for 
ebbing of 
prices for its bonds, the actual cp- 
during the 
influence. The 
quotations in 
cents and the bonds broke to : 
bottom of $2 with the default 


iNew 
oo}! ine 
f the 


of the 
conclue 
sion since Fox suspended dividends, 
Theatres Co. 
come largely from its majority hold- 
Really it has the status 


its in- 


IS aS 


under the 
The other properties un- 
Theatre 
Supply and several of the principal 
makers of projection machines, are 
court 


the 


week, moving within extremely nar- 
Holdings here seem to 


Lew 


Fox interests’ banke 
giving 


Stock 


RKO 


mere 


Volume 
while 
Story 


was 


it was ige- 
effect 
duds. 


practically 


che. 


Last. for wk. 
2? bid 


* uy 


Inc. 
Players, Ine., Count: 


ei 





ere 
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What your ERPI SER 





VICE 


dollar buys ...... 














These facts show how each ERPI Service dollar protects the exhibitor 


Il 54.1% for the inspection service that 
prevents trouble—rendered by 600 
men traveling 5,720,000 miles a year 
—to maintain highest standard of 
tonal quality. 


EE 13% for emergency and appoint- 
ment calls which would be greater 
except for the preventive inspection 
service. 


HIE 13% for maintenance of 35 
branch offices, 173 other service points 
and $750,000 stock of spare parts 
which make possible immediate emer- 
gency repairs, quick replacements. 


IV 4.6% for replacements, repairs 
and improvements made at ERPI 
cost and for maintenance of Bureau 
which reduced repair costs 46% in 


1931—saving exhibitors over $750,000! 


V 43% for general administration 
and engineering which make possible 
efficient nation-wide service and uni- 
form quality operatiofi. 

VIE 11% for protection against fire 
loss — assuring complete replace- 


ment immediately without cost to 
exhibitor. 





D> years of ERPI SERVICE experience made 
this eeonomie dollar division possible 


_ Experience with more than 8000 theatres proved 
io us that further reducing the number of pre- 
ventive calls means increased emergency and ap- 
pointment calls! @, To reduce branch points and 
stocks would endanger maintenance of service 


—which would prove costly to the exhibitor. 


THE 


OF 








VOICE 
ACTION 


dG, ERPI’s protection against fire loss by immedi- 
ate replacement without loss of time is an economy 
of ERPI service. @, All economies made possible 
by five years of developing the present efficiency 
of ERPI Service have been reflected in repeated 


and voluntary adjustments of the service charge. 


Elecfric 
[|| SYSTEM 


“i 














Northern Eleetric inianada 


Distributed by 


Electrical Research Products Inc. 


250 West 57th Street, New York, N. Y. 





Rate of ERPI Service 


charge reduction 








1928 1929 1930 1931 





These ERPI economies 
have resulted in savings 
of more than $7,000,000 
yearly to exhibitors — 
without impairing qual- 
ity and performance. 
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for Easter Release 











WHAT .« picture to yank audiences out of 


their humdrum lives .. . 


Ler — the screen’s dramatic meteor, soars 


to new heights of stardom ... 


A STORY bristling every second with 


dynamic thrill and action 





“SA SS ee 2 eS eee 








F OUR winners of the Calcutta Sweepstakes — 


overnight millionaires — thrown together, staking 
, life, love and honor on more millions... 


AVAILABLE Match 27th 


~ 
with 


ELISSA LANDI 


VICTOR McLAGLEN ALEXANDER KIRKLAND 


PAUL CAVANAGH RALPH MORGAN 
BARBARA WEEKS BERYL MERCER 
HERBERT MUNDIN 


Novel: NALBRO BARTLEY Screen play: GUY BOLTON 
SAM TAYLOR Production 














FOX PLAY DATES 
ARE PAY DATES 
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Talking Shorts 








SUBWAY SYN:PHONY 
Musical Revue 


15 Mins. 
Winter Garden, N. Y. 
Vitaphone No. 6309 

Beiter than average musical 
short, it is above par in cast am 
bitiousness, holding the Charles | 
Bennington harmonica band, Joan 
Abbott. Frances Langford, Frank 
Hazzard, Dave Gould dancers ind 


the 5 Rhythm Boys among the cast. 
It’s a s..tire on a Utopian ‘service 
its nickle 


the subway might give 
customers. It shows acts which 


have played solid runs of ‘15 weeks 
on the 72nd St. station’; colored 
revues at the 135th St. station; 
slumming parties in formal attire 
deciding to take in the new revue 
at some other platform, etc. All 
this as part of the service which 
allegedly guarantees a seat tor 
every nickle. Platform revues are 
intended to plug the waits between 


SCREEN SNAPSHOTS 


Novelty 
10 Mins. 
Translux, N. Y. 
Columbia 

All Hollywood has to do is to 
|have one party with performing 
entertainers each week and _ this 
|‘reel’ will never have to worry fol 
material. 

This time the program is. on 
Fanchon & Marco. The producers 
were feted and ‘Snapshots’ covers 


the affair so thoroughly that all but 
the menu is transferred to the 
screen. 

In addition. outgoing and incom- 
ing boats to Honolulu would prove 
that women aren't afraid of some 
Hawaiian men. This is a fairly old 


clip, however, because it has Miss 
Mackaill just returning to_Holly- 
wood. Waly. 








trains when seats become unavail- 
able. ; 
The talent brags of having 
worked solid on the Broadway sub- 
\..y circuit, with the above special- 
ists all coming in for solo opportu- 
nities to suit the occasion. 
Blackout discovers the same —— 
the 


who had been knocked coid in 

subway by the rushing herd com- 
ing out of the coma, and once re- 
vived, he is again swept off his 


feet and packed in by the impatient 

subway mob. 
Zunning a_ bit 

Vitaphone :hort 


this 
usual 


overtime, 


is above 


WB par. A Dorian Otvos and Her- 
man Ruby authored; Roy Mack 
staged. Abel. 
‘A TAXI TANGLE’ 
JACK BENNY 
Comedy 
9 Mins. 
Rivoli, N. Y. 
Paramount 

A fast thinking and generally de- 
lightful comic slowed down by his 
medium, the: screen. Benny can't 
turn loose those shafts he’s ac- 


customed to delivering in legit and 
some vaude spots. They wouldn't 
know what he was talking about in 
most of the film spots. Conse- 
quently it has made for Benny a 
dull short which may, however, do 
better away from Broadway. But 
even that’s doubtful. 

Whole premise here hangs on a 
finishing gag prior to which is a} 
prolonged flirtation between Benny 
and a girl who are in adjoining 
open taxis during a Fifth Ave. traf- 
fic halt. Patter leads to one of 
those comedy marriages and an- 
nulments before the autos start to 
move again. Just before the green 
light flashes the woman decamps 
from her cab followed by three or 
four children unseen until their 
exit. 

Drivers of the cabs are played 
by Tammany Young, hard boiled 
disciple, and a grammatically cor- 
rect individual for contrast. Main 
fault is that the cross-fire between 
Benny and the young woman can't 
stand the strain of the footage al- 





lotted. On the other hand, Benny’s 
droll style may save it for the 
smaller houses. Sid. 
VAN DINE MYSTERY : 
‘The Skull Murder Mystery 
20 Mins. 
Strand, New York 
Vitaphone No. 6206 
A scientist with a sinister twist 


and a Chinese art dealer are the in- 
terrogation centers for Donald 
Meek and John Hamilton in the 
sixth of the Van Dine series of two 
reel mysteryettes. 

Skulls, groans, dim lighting and 


a laboratory provide suitable at- 
mosphere. Some of the perform- 
ances are stagey, but there is 
enough action packed in the two 
reels to keep the audience inter- 
ested. Waly. 
‘BLUE RHYTHYM’ 
Mickey Mouse Cartoon 
8 Mins. 
Beacon, N. Y. 
Columbia 

No story to this, but it needs 

none to get it over. Opens with 


Mickey at the piano pounding out 
a number, with Minnie rather spoil- 
ing it with the falsetto singing that 
is considered necessary for cartoon 
characters. 


|} between a desert spider and a lizard 
jare among the most interesting in 


EDDIE YOUNGER’S MOUNTAIN- 
EERS, 


monica, Jew’'s harp, and banjo play- 
ing mixed in with long grass lyrics. 
Instrumentation includes trumpet 
and bass violin. 

Thin theme, from which the title 
derived, calls for a sheriff's of- 
fice locale and permits introduction 
of a girl for a brief cotton-stocking 
dance. Unusual quick tempo of 
the orchestrations and lyrical of- 
ferings make it interesting for the 
deluxe spots and should delight for 


is 


the part time operation houses. 
Sid. 
‘CHESS-NUTS’ 
Cartoon 
6 Mins. 
Paramount, N. Y. 
Paramount 

Betty Boop and Bimbo, cartoon 
characters, in one of the Paramount 
Talkartoon series, only moderately 


amusing and, for filler, passable if 
nothing else is handy at the ex- 
change. If bought on _ contract, 
might as well use. 

Starts with a chess game by two 
humans cartoon story of knavery, 
abduction and conventional rescue 
earrying on from there. For finish, 
ch*ss players of opening frame are 
still at it with long beards by now. 
Some laughs but few and those 
mild. Char. 


ROBERT L. RIPLEY 
‘Believe It or Not’ 
No. 6; 9 Mins. 
Strand, New York 


Vitaphone No. 5306 

Ripley draws a few cartoons be- 
fore getting into his regular film 
freak travelogue. Looks as though 
he ran slightly short of material 
since he revives more glimpses of 
the pyramids. Short, however, is up 
to the average Ripley standard, 
which is high. 


Fur-bearing chickens and < battle 


this collection. Valy. 


FREDDY THE FRESHMAN 
Merrie Melodies No. 7 

6 Mins. 

Winter Garden, N. Y. 


Vitaphone No. 5607 
Another in the Leon Schlesinger 
series of Merrie Melodies, ‘Freddy 


the Freshman’ is obviously colle- 
giate in theme, with the animated 
animals going through gridiron 
nonsense. 


Brightly animated by Hugh Har- 
mon and Rudolf Ising, it has the 
same skillful Frank Marsaies’ mu- 
sical orchestration. 

Very entertaining. Abel. 


‘$10 OR 10 DAYS’ 


Songs and Dancing 
9 Mins. 
Rivoli, N. Y. 
Paramount 
Lively rural music which should 
particularly please in the _ hinter- 
land houses. Modernized har- 





SKY DEVILS 


released by 





. 7 * g 
Miniature Reviews Howard Hughes, production releas 
United Artists. Features Spencer Tracy, 
William Boyd, George Cooper and Ann 
Dvorak. Directed by Edward Sarees 
‘ tle? Ty "or o - from story by J. M. March and Sutherland. 
Sky Devils’ (UA). War com Photography, Gaetano Gaudia; seund, Wil- 
edy still able to deliver a flock liam Fox. At the Rivoli, N. Y., for grind 
of laughs. Should do nicely r \ neha March 3. Running time, 
P ‘ mins. 
even though it suffers belated Wilkie ches Qebdbnstenedeas Spencer Tracy 
starts due to a dearth of cast Serat. Hogan. .caccecceesccecs William Boyd 
YE > strenge : > Mitchell ....cccece on eeeee ees George Cooper 
ee strength. woes of the yg TTT T TT. Tere Ann Dvorak 
‘Hell's Angels’ footage for a Colonel o...cccecccecosess : Billy Bevan 
spectacular flash. Ee on ceoandeccedteaaeesegeuees Yola D’Avril 
‘Impatient Maiden’ (J). Aims Regneseo- is 
» one Rehashing familiar material, but 
at smartness and _ sophistica- z ; pa ae 
} hi t ~udity doubling back on the trail with suf- 
tion and achieves but crue ity. ficient humor to provide this picture 
Otherwise trashy stuff, wast- with a pleasant swing around thé 
ing efforts of a capable cast. box office track. Men will like it, 
For the intermediates with and, although the women _ won't 
title and Ayres name as help. rave, they will not be able to re- 
: YY $i é » Jaughs ‘olded. “ilm's 
‘Alias the Doctor’ (FN). sist ull the laughs unfo ded I Ss 
Strictly a Barthelmess, de major handicap will be its lack of 
. c é é > Ss, — : . 
wails : cast magnetism. Once they get in- 
pending on the star for sus- side, however, ‘Sky Devils’ will en- 
tenance throughout. Passive tertain the majority. 


screen entertainment, it will It's a hodge-podge of all the laugh 
be better regarded in the polite war stuff, with some additions, in- 
nabes as {ust another pro- cluding no little over-matter from 
grammer. ‘Hell's Angels’; principally the 

‘After Tomorrow’ (Fox). blowing up of the German ammuni- 
Technically and _ artistically tion dump and the start of the aerial 
above the average, but not dog fight during which a swarm of 
likely to see money. Adapted planes fills the sky. But it is tled 
from ‘After Tomorrow,’ legit. in for comedy nere ue ae oye 5 
Charles Farrell featured. the spectacular. veature also has 

‘Heart of New York (War- the help of good performances by 
ners). Too talky talker whose the three featured men and the 

: " : Me F ; decorative Ann Dvorak, who, it ap- 
lack of animation gives it the pears, is only as seductive as the 
reverse box office works, censors have permitted. In fact, it 
despite excellent casting and looks very much as if the picture 
first rate production. Adapted has had considerable of its spice 
from ‘Mendel, Inc.’, legit. eliminated. But whatever the cen- 

‘Strangers in Love’ (Par). sors did to this release must appear 


as a joke to Hughes in comparison 
to what they've done to some of his 
other efforts. 


A romantic programmer, plus 
laughs, that’s built for all situ- 
ations, but needs to be sold by 


the account to insure topping ‘Devils’ is quite apt to go out and 
of house averages, though it grab as much or more money than 
may be only by a slight mar- — Poa kee mave = $ the 
gin. Frederic March-Kay leavier headaches. And ‘Devils 
fy , ss has been a long time on the way, 
Francis team well paired in a too : 


story that’s around a single 
situation but well written and 
entertaining. Word of mouth 


This air comedy is reaily void of 
a story and in directing Sutherland 
seems to have chosen the smartest 


to be gh on. , route in just letting it ride without, 
: Mic ael and Mary (t ). at any time, taking it seriously. So 
sritish made version of Milne there unfolds a series of episodes 
stage play, nicely done but tracing Tracy and Cooper from a 
appealing chiefly to class couple of phoney life guards to the 
trade. army and France, en route picking 
‘Pleasure’ (Art-Class). Bad- up the common enemy, Boyd, who 
ly produced and uninteresting becomes their top sergeant. The 
story. Weak even for the pattern, of course, is .ery familiar, 


as are the mechanics of the comedy, 
but somebody has made it unroll 
fast enough and built it to enough 
strength so that the laughs are 
there and solidly. As Sutherland is 
given program mention for the di- 
rection and a hand in the story, it’s 
logical that the eredit belongs to 
him. 


double features, 

‘Galloping Thru’ (Monogram). 
Action western good for double 
feature. 

‘Unexpected Father’ (WU). 
Very poor comedy around a 
millionaire oil man and a baby 
wished on him. As second buy 


for double feature programs Picture is somewhat reminiscent 
it’s just passable, no more. Co- of Hughes’ ‘Two Arabian Knights’ 
stars Slim Summerville and in its background, and the Boyd 


name, although in the prior picture 
it was the screen Bill Boyd who 
played opposite the late Louis Wol- 
heim. But this Boyd (stage) was 
the original Sergeant Quirt, opposite 
the same Wolheim, in the stage 
“What Price Glory’ for which form- 
ula the studios are still grabbing a 
brass ring to give it another ride 


Zasu Pitts. 

‘Bridegroom for Two’ (BIP). 
Some very funny sequences in 
this Britisher, but it doesn’t 
make the grade. Double fea- 
tures is all it'll find on this 
side, 














‘STRANGE AS IT SEEMS’ 
Curiosities; 10 Mins. 
Translux, N. Y. 

Universal 
seldom that ‘Strange as It 
doesn’t have a number of 
subjects which entertain. The latest 
release is no exception. 

From a blind switchboard 


It is 


Seems’ 


opera- 





A short dance and then a break 
to a stage jazz band for the usual 
trick stuff, but well done and in 
excellent synchrony. Cartoon work 


overlaid on a capital musical pro- 
gram. 

‘FOUND IN MOROCCO’ 
Travelogue 

10 Mins. 

Strand, New York 


Talking Picture Epics 

A very interesting and complete 
re-editing of obviously old clips on 
Morocco, with talker reporter and 
oriental music dubbed in. 

Street letter writers, rug and 
soap makers, wool market, schov! 
kids are all included. Subject 
especially good as an aduc”? 
Waly. 








tor to a gent who lets bees romp 
around his molars, this subject also 
jtakes in a cocoanut-eating§ ele- 
|} phant; an Ohio backyard made into 
a visual version of the Bible, and 
jan Iowa couple who have five sets 
| of twins. Waly. 
a oe 

MAGIC CARPET 

|‘Rhineland Memories’ 

110 Mins. 

|; Embassy, New York 


Fox 


Similar to several other subjects | 
Can't seem to make a | 
d without inject- | 


fon Germany. 

| picture of this kin 
ping al ( ‘ -«l ‘ 
ing. 

| Cloek makers, a wine cellar 
|! duelline practice of students are in- 
cluded with a tourist boat trip up 
}the Rhine. Waly. 


‘ stil ilic- 


and 


} 








The Woman’s Angle 


‘Sky Devils’ (U.A). An example of the debunking that male picture 
audiences relish, in this case kidding the hooey of patriotic heroism. 
Especially for men. 











‘Impatient Maiden’ (U). 
a good woman’s picture. 
exaggerated humor, 
development. 


A hospital romance that should have been 
Has romantic appeal and amusing, though 
but loses audience respect with its illogical plot 





‘Alias the Doctor’ (F.N.). Richard Barthelmess, sincere in a slow and 
sloppily told series of self-sacrifices, none of which has justifiable motiva- 
tion, Yet convincing background of operating-room detail, and a cli- 
mactic suspense sequence at the end rescue the picture in the nick of 
time for the matrons. Slight love interest too confused to satisfy flaps 
other than those always loyal to the star. 


— 





‘After Tomorrow’ (Fox). A tender, humdrum little tale whose leads 
are not strong enough to profit by the sympathy established for them. 
Hasn't the emotional sweep to convince the ladies that they've seen 
a good film. 


————— 


. ‘The Heart of New York’ (WB). Transcription of ‘Mendel Inc.’, lim- 
ited to the scattered femme audience that is sympathetically disposed 


toward undiluted Jewish comedy and pathos. No name value or glam- 
orous appeal for the ladies. Entire treatment is that of a prolonged 
comedy short. 

‘Strangers in Love’ (Par). Despite a forced title, Frederic March's 


authoritative acting yields this well produced programmer § slightly 


| above average femme appeal. 


‘Michael and Mary’ (Gainsborough) Much English 
about what American picture audiences will consider nothing. Lacks 
the pace and unexpected twists necessary, save where Herbert Marshall 
and Jdna Best may have followers amongst the femmes. 


sentimental ado 


‘Rubacouri’ (C-P). Italian neighborhood ladies may he 
film that the Hollywood English 


nettes will find it dull and lacking in attractive personalities. 


with 
fan- 


, . 
pieased 


a native apes manner, speaking 


! 





| 


j 


at this late date. That they can 
continue to provoke laughs with it 
should give the scenario the title 
of ‘Old Faithful’ every time they 
pull it out of the trunk. 

Tracy, for some reason, registers 
differently here than in the pre- 
vious films he has made. He's 
bright, snappy and misses practi- 
eally nothing in this rendition. Boyd 
does a good straight, while Cooper, 


as the sap mechanic who does a 
couple of wild solo flights and is 
instrumental in the final rescue, 
draws heavy guffaws no matter 
what the age of the screen wheezes 
in which he is concerned. Miss 
Dvorak flashes interestingly while 
displaying plenty of what it takes, 
The feminine end ties in lightly on 
the heart angle in which Tracy is 
the victor. 


Film’s central figure is Tracy and 
follows him in and out of jams cli- 
maxing as he blows up his own air- 
port just before the triumphal re- 
turn he and Boyd have accidentally 
earned. 


Touch of suspense and a tingle 
in the brief footage devoted to the 
aerial armadas besides which there 
isn’t much doubt that liughes 
knows the drama to be had from 
the sound of motors just a little bit 
better than a lot of the boys who 
have also tried it. Sound reprodue- 
tion is good throughout, including 


one novel scene played over the roar 
of a snorting engine in a hangar and 
not dubbed in. Camera work 
okay with the sky stuff, of 
as picturesque as the ‘Angels’ 


is also 
course, 
foote 


age because it’s undoubtedly a di- 
rect chip off the old block 

For personality the picture will 
probably mean more to Tracy than 
any of the others concerned. They'll 
remember him from this point for- 
ward. Miss Dvorak should inirigue 
sufficiently to make them want to 
see her again while they'll remem- 


ber Cooper from prior efforts when 
they see him. Boyd suffers the in- 


evitable if unjust penalties of being 
the straight man no matter how 


creditable the performance, 

‘Devils’ is the unusual example of 
another war comedy still capable of 
making them laugh. And how they 
want something to laugh about right 
now. Psychologically and in a ma- 
terial way, it should do nice) 

Nid. 


IMPATIENT MAIDEN 





Universal production and release. Stars 
Lew Ayres. Directed by James Whale. 
Features Mae Clarke, Una Merkel, John 
Halliday and Andy Devine, Story by D. 
H. Clarke, based on novel, ‘The Impatient 
Virgin.’ Sereen play, Richard Schayer and 
Winnifred Dunn. Cameraman, Arthur 
Edeson, At Mayfair, N. Y., week March 3. 
Running time, 78 mins. 

Dr. Myron Brewn.......cc«+<<+wr- Lew Ayres 
Ruth Robbins......... PTT TTT er Mae Clarke 
Betty Merrick...... eoeseccesse- Una Merkel 
Albert Hartman.....eeee..+-John Halliday 
Clarence Howe. .cccccocess-.-Andy Devine 
BPRy WHOOR 6 5 ict oveccdeccesees: Oscar Apfel 
ee oa Bee ee eee Ethel Griffies 
Mrs. Gilman...........Helen Jerome Eddy 
EE are Bert Roach 
PE SOO chk necndeasues Cecil Cunningham 

Mediocre program picture which 
uses all the cinema tricks in vain 
and leaves the witnesses with a 
puzzled weariness from trying to 


separate the comedy relief from the 
romance proper and not getting a 
great deal of entertainment in 
either department. Ayres will help 


it into grade A houses, but won't 
hold it up for week stands. 
Subject wanders here and there, 


touching upon modernistic morality 
standards, burlesque wheel comedy 
bits and an intimate study of a hos- 
pital operating room with the hero- 
ine registering repose while the 
young surgeon does an operation 
upon her all in close-ups. This 
educational passage is matched in 
instructional values by numerous 
studies InVine Jinserya, nen 
a picture drags in closeups of the 
heroine in scanties the studio must 


of fr 


be up against it for dramatic re- 
sources. 
Dramatic punch of the story 


‘-mes when the heroine, separated 
by a misunderstanding from her 
young surgeon sweetheart, is sud- 
denly thrust into the hospital where 
he is the only doctor available and 
an appendicitis operation must be 
accomplished instantly. Much fever- 
ish acting to establish that it’s auite 
a tense situation, and then, breath- 
ing heavily, the young surgeon gets 
into che elaborate uniform of the 
operating room—gets into it with 
the most painstaking detail. 

3y one of those peculiar audience 
perversities, the crowd at. this 
premiere unreeling gave Way to un- 
mannerly merriment. What if the 
heroine was in the valley of the 
shadow, Lew Ayres, as the voung 
surgeon, nevertheless looked funny 
in a gauze mask and rubber gloves. 
Probably the outburst was a release 
from the restlessness of the pic- 
ture’s absurd happenings up to the 
intended big scene. 

Picture is full of false values. 
instance, the heroine has advanced 
notions on the double. standard. 
When the young ambulance surgeon 


For 


; declares his love and then retreats 


on the ground that he is in 


7 no posi- 
tion to marry, she gives 


him to 


|} urcerstand that she is open to com- 
ipromise, It 


doesn't seem altovether 


' + 

{reasonable that a young medical 

student would walk out on a situa- 

tion like that in a hic state of 
(Continued on page 23) 
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Sell from the screen! That’s the 
way to fill those empty seats! 
Big circuits and small houses 
alike know that the final punch 
that fills the empty seats are 
NATIONAL SCREEN TRAILERS 
Economical and Productive — 
more than 8000 Theatres served. 
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NATIONAL SCREEN SERVICE 
AD-VANCE TRAILERS 
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Human Nature 


One almost sure-fire gag to get 
attention is to apparently do some- 
One exhibitor capi- 


thing wrong. . ; 
talizes this in a variety of ways. | 
One week a letter in his marquee | 
sign will be upside down, another 
time it will show a couple of red 
bulbs apparently inserted in the 
white through’ error. Once he 
mounted a one sheet on compo- 
poard and put it in a prominent 


place in the lobby upside down, and 
now and then he misplaces one 
sheet in his 24-sheet stand. 

Always gets a quick reaction from 
the public, many persons telling 
him, in person or over the phone, of 
the error. He figures that if they go 
to that trouble, they must have no- 
ticed the sign and gotten the mes- 
aasce. 

Some years 
put a mounted sheet 
lobby floor had to hire a boy to 
keep it that way because people 
insisted upon picking it up and] 
leaning it against an easel. Error is 
not good if too frequently done. 


exhib who 
flat on the 


ago an 





Open Letters 

Warners effectively used an 
idea when it opened ‘Heart of 
York’ at the N. Y. Strand. 
dressed open letters in newspapers 
to prominent people, telling of the 
filin. Used to be a favorite gag out 
of town, but costs too much for 

heavy use where the rate is high. 
me 


| 
| 
old 
New 
Ad- 

| 

| 


Jumping Jacks 

For an occasional novelty a jump- 
ing jack makes a good attractor for 
a comedy, either suspended from 
a pole, set on the marquee or placed 
in the lobby. It can be made of 
compoboard, gaily painted, and ani- 
mated by means of a motor with a 
crankshaft gauged to the amount of 
travel necessary to operate the 
jointed legs and arms. Where the 
wind is fairly steady, a home made 
windmill may be used to obtain the 
effect, though the motor is more re- 
liable. 

An eight or ten-foot jack, sus- 
pended from the roof, will create no 
small amount of attention which 
can be translated into business. A 
visit to a toy store will supply the 
details of construction. 


Horror Boxes 

Playing up the horror angle of the | 
scare pictures, try a horror peep 
box. Works best if you can borrow 
a Cooper-Hewitt tube, but can be 
done with fair success with green 
incandescent bulbs. 

Usual shadow box has an oval cut 
for the face, and opposite a mirror. 
Box is painted black inside and 
lighted with the tube or green bulbs. 
Gives the reflected face a deathly 
tinge that will thrill the sensitive 
and even jolt the more prosaic. 

Good idea to place the opening 
about five feet from the floor to 
keep the smaller children away, and 
to post a warning for the nervous 
not to look. 


Makeup Demonstration 
Los Angeles. 

Next stage attraction at the Fox 
Wilshire will be ‘Besuty Drama- 
tized,’ presented at matinees only, 
March 14-16, to demonstrate the art 
of makeup. 

It's a tieup negotiated by C. B. 
Harrison, indie exploiter, between 
the theatre and Max Factor, cos- 
metic manufacturer. 


Special Display 

Considerable capital can be made 
of a lobby frame if an effort is made 
to secure a different sort of dis- 
play. One week it can be cartoons, 
either done by the house or by 
school pupils, another week it fig- 
ures from the stills are cut out and 
mounted against drawn back- 
frounds. Real fabric clothes may 
be pasted to figures, home made let- 
tering used, or almost anything that 
is a departure from the usual. 


The gag may not have much ef- 
fect for a few weeks, but if con- 
tinued and kept original, it will 
eventually prove a magnet, which 
Will draw people just to see what 
has been done each week. 


idea has been used by tradesmen 
With real success, often over a pe- 
riod of years. Just as good for the 
theatre. 


Upped Third Day 
the scheme may not 
instances, one exhibitor 

his town booked ‘The 
Guardsman’ for an additional day, 
Which fell on one of his dead dates. 
Iie ran the show the first two days 
at his regular prices, but upped the 
third day to 75c. 


While 
in all 
knows 


work 
who 


Announcement of this additional 
dy at a higher price was sent to 
all persons who presumably could 


afford 
ness, 


to. pay extra for exclusive- 
and while the house was not 
filled it gave him the best Thursday 





he has had in months. 


Got the idea from a chance re-| 


mark of an acquaintance that she 
liked his show, but that his patrons 
were a bit too promiscuous. He 
asked her if she would be willing 
to pay more for a more select crowd, 
and when she said yes, he tried the 
idea. 


Got Society Girls 


* Montgomery, Ala. 


Richard Kennedy of the Para- 
mount hooked with leading mer- 
chants and Montgomery Advertise! 
for a fashion show. 

In selecting the girls Kennedy 
enticed society daughters, and it 


was a definite help. 


Press Book Stunt 

Exhibitor whose house is close to 
a school finds it helps to save his 
press books for the English teacher 
in the lower grades. She cuts out 
the pictures, mounts them on cards 
and loans them to pupils 
sition subjects No 
tising, but it pleases 


as compo- 
direct adver- 


the teacher 


| who finds the children more respon- 
|} sive to the picture stills. 


Cards can be used over and over, 
being given to different children in 
rotation. One set of stills given a 
New York grade school lasted three 
years 


Art Diary 
Iver since the 
exhibitor been 


started 
mounting 


season an 


one 


has 


| still from the current production on 


}one side of a long foyer. Stills are 
in chronological order and form a 
pictorial record of the plays seen 


since last August. 

Now he is planning a return date 
of some of the best of the pictures 
to ease the strain of trying to get 
proper product, and lets the patrons 
vote on the pictures they want to 
see, Finds that his pictorial rec- 
ord not only helps to make up their 
minds, but sells them better 
would a printed list. 


The Tip Off 

Theatre employing two 
used a small card handed 
each ticket sale for a 
weeks. It read: 

‘This reduction ticket is sold you 
to help our business. We want more 
people to see our programs and go 
out and tell their friends when they 
are good. If you appreciate the re- 
duced price, help us to sell more 
tickets. By doing so you will get 
better shows for less money.’ 

Too early for very definite results, 
but the manager thinks that the 
appeal is having its effect since 
many new patrons are showing up. 
Same idea can be used without the 
cut rate with slightly changed 
wording. Sell the patron the idea 
that if he helps business he'll get 
better shows. 


for ones 
out with 
couple of 


Just Grew 


Some months ago an exhib got 
one of those fake extras used to ex- 


ploit newspaper and mystery 
stories. He put it out as a herald 
and got such good results that a 


couple of weeks later he did one on 
his own. To fill in, he sold his extra 


space to merchants to pay for a 
rather large edition, which was 


given house-to-house distribution. 

Thought he was through, but 
there were so many inquiries for 
the next issue that he decided to re- 
peat, since some of the demand 
came from his advertisers. The 
other day he sold the sheet to the 
printer for $500, and the bill of sale 
stipulates that he gets a free half 
page each issue. 


Community Film 
Bronx, N. Y. 

In observance of its 27th anniver- 
sary, Consolidated Amuse, will lo- 
cally film a feature-length ‘Story of 
the Bronx,’ in which community 
figures and spots will be pictured. 
Screen tests will be held at the 
various theatres of the chain to 
select the cast. Edwin Cooper in 
charge of the project and direct- 
ing the picture. 


Those Ford 8's 

Ernie Austgen, of Loew's Akron, 
O.. is the first to report in with a 
hook to the new Ford 8-cylinder car. 
He has arranged to get the first 
chance at the car in Akron and will 
set it in his foyer. Local agency 
will take large spaces to tell about 
the car and where it is to be seen. 

Division press dept. is broadcast- 
ing the idea with stress on the im- 
portance of getting the car first or 
not at all, and placing it where it 
costs a ticket to look over the new- 
comer. 


Free Photos 
New York City. 
Coupon issued by Harry Harris 
at the Gotham entitles each patron 
or member of the patron’s family 
to a photograph free. Tie-up with 
a-local photographer who sells ex- 
tra prints t! thject f the 


yant toner 


be by volunteer auto owners or, per- 


than | 


For Women Artists 

Women sign painters are always 
a good bet, indoors or out, but the 
| trouble is to find a girl with the 
|} proper combination of nerve and ar- 
tistic ability. One way 
| problem is to resort to the 
stunt 

In this the sign is painted by 
regular sign writer in 
white ground. The sign is 
| place and the letters 
whiting, which when it dries 
merges into the background. The 
girl works with a dry brush, merely 
brushing off the coating, revealing 
the lettering. If she is sufficiently 
high up, the dust is not noticeable, 
and a clever girl can fake the brush 
strokes to give a very good imita- 
tion of an actual painting job that 
will hold them on the sidewalk. 

Stunt has to be worked on a dry 
j}day, unless it is done in a show 
window. 


the 
on a 
put in 
coated with 


colors 





Tour the Kiddies 

Any town large 
port a children’s 
some sort of an 
even 
rate limits. It’s good publicity to 
take the stars of your kiddie shows 


enough to sup- 
club must have 
institution nearby, 


to entertain the inmates now and | 
}then. The children will enjoy it, 
|the parents will approve and the 


newspaper will fall for extra space. 
Transportation can be taken care 


haps, a stage line can be induced to 


lend a stage. The children will ad- 
vertise without the use of banners. 


Mackaill’s Birthday 


Denver. 
Dorothy Mackaill celebrated her 
birthday in Denver, scene of her 


first personal appearance. Fifty 
women who wrote best letter about 
her and their escorts were guests at 
a theatre and birthday party at the 
brown Palace hotel afterwards. 


College Nights 








Denver. 
Immediately after taking the job 
as publicity director at the Or- 


to solve the | 


brush off | 


down | 


though not within the ity. to | 


oer night, with the m.c. a popular 
are 


student. Acts and m.c.’s 
assorted, that at least two 
leges are represented on the 
each night. Cost to the house is 
about $25 each night, and the first 
two nights over 600 extra colle 
|tickets were sold. Wilson is work- 
for the lox 


ing on a similar 
high schools for Monday nights. 


male 
so col- 


stage 





| 


stunt 


Augments Amateurs 


Hazleton, Pa. 

Ben Cohen of the Capitol held 
an opportunity night with a three- 
day .vaude date, with $50 as the 
prize. Brought out the town’s best 
talent, with Buddy Page, who had 
been m.c. of the previous week's last 
half show running things. Acts were 
laying over and Wilson Bros. went 
on as amateurs. Jimmy Peiser, also 





from the show, interrupted to ob- 
ject that they were professionals, 
so he was introduced and did his 
eeadey too. Acts all helped out and |} 
made the amateur night a bigger 
jevent than regular vaude. They'll 
| be going back for some time in the 


| hope of a repeat. 
Making Magic 

The craze for parlor magic can be 
used by theatres. Almost every city 
can boast a few men who are or 
think they are clever as to leger- 
dermain. 

If should be possible to form a 
magic club, even in a small town, 
with the magicians giving monthly 
shows after the regular perform- 
ance some off night. Shows should 
immediately follow the last night 
performance in order that the in- 
vited guests will take in the show 
to avoid the annoyance of waiting 
outside until the film is over. 


Enlarged a Page 


Mexico City. 

“nlargement of front page of a 
local tabloid, which featured girl 
murder story with banner line, 
‘Beautiful Girl’s Body Found,’ 
fronting lobby entrance to Cine 
Olimpia, Par show window cand 
largest local movie house, was ex- 





pheum, Gardner Wilson started col- 
lege nights every Friday. First two} 
held have been successes. There 
are 10 colleges of workable size Lod 
and acts from one or two are used 


ploitation conceived by Manager 
S. L. Seidelman that put ‘American 
Tragedy’ (Par) over with a bang. 
Picture, retitled ‘Human Tragedy’ 
here, was outstanding local smash. 





BEHIND 





the KEYS 








Palace, New Braunfels, Tex., has 
closed. 


Bronx, N. Y. 

Irving Shear, formerly manager 
for Fox, Brooklyn, now managing 
the Benenson theatre. 

Anthony A. Costa, in the steam- 
ship agency business for some time, 
back to amusements as manager of 
the New Douglas. 

A. Levy switched from the Forum 
to the Crescent, as assistant man- 
ager. 





Troy. 

Edward M. Hart, has been ap- 
pointed city manager of Warner 
Brothers’ three Troy houses, the 


Lineoln, Troy and the American, 
New York. 
Charles Raymond appointed man- 
ager of Loew's Valencia, Jamaica, 
L. I., succeeding Harold McMahon, 
now in charge of the new 72nd St., 
New York. 


Birmingham. 
Shakeup at Alabama puts Vernon 
Reaver, mgr., and Ben Sims, asst., 
out, with discontinuance of vaude- 
ville in the ace Publix house: suc- 
ceeded by Rollins Stonebrook and 
Jack Murphy. 





building at Longmont and installing 
a theatre seating 400. Opens about 
April 1. 

The Midway at Burlington, Colo., 
has installed sound. 

T. C. Stanton bought the Pawtime 
theatre, Pine Bluff, Wyo., from Joe 
Gertz. 





Montgomery. 
Thomas McConnell named assist- 
ant manager at the Paramount, suc- 
ceeding Jack Murphy, transferred to 
the Alabama, Birmingham. 


Utica. 

Sale of Olympic Theatre building 
in foreclosure will not affect policy. 
Olympic, indie, now managed by 
Morris J. Shulman. Mrs. Edna K. 
Gordon of Westfeld, N. J., said to be 
majority bondholder of property, is 
new owner. 





Birmingham. 

RKO Ritz goes double features 
Saturday (12) making the third 
house to take on doubles in down- 
town Birmingham. Strand and Cap- 
itol adopted ihe policy a few weeks 
ago: Temple, Rialto, Five Points 
and Fairfield are all on twins. 





Reno. 
Remodeled Majestic, 1,250 capac- 
ity, reopened March 5& T. & D. 





Newark. 
transferred Bert 
Leighton, Hudson County district 
manager to Utica, succeeded by 
i Jules Laurent, who had been run- 
ning the Montclair and surround- 
ing territory. Houses have been 
shifted with Cameron Dooley and 
Eddie Batlan splitting 24. This 
puts three men on the work for- 
merly covered by four. 


Warner Bros. 


Denver. 

Price slash from 40-50c. top to 
35c. top by all Fox houses in Rocky 
Mountain division. Affects about 25 
houses, leaving only one 50c house 
lin this territory, the Lincoln, Chey- 
lenne, Wyo. 

A. P. Sitton, Jr., closed the Muzu 
theatre, Tularosa, N. M. 

The R & B theatre, Big Springs, 
| Wyo., reopened by J. Thompson. 
R. E. Griffith of the Griffith thea- 


atre chain in the southwest has 
opened a Denver office to service 
his houses in this territory. He will 


make his home here. Reopening the 








spent over $50,000 in past sixmonth 
fixing up this and local Granada 
theatre. 
San Fra-cisco. 

In two theatre deals consummated 
here last week M. L. Markowitz 
bought the new Lyceum, nabe 
house, from Sol Lesser, and George 
La Vere purchased the Edison, 
downtown grind, from Frank Gos- 
liner. 


San Francisco. 
changes: Lincoln 
Alameda, from ~“erman Schwartz to 
R. Lippert; Alhambra, Alturas, 
from John Sharp to J. E. Miller; 
Arbuckle, Arbreckle, from N. C. 
Steele to David Steele; Harvester, 
Corcoran, from Frank Leino to Fred 
Iodley; Welcome, Knight's Landing, 
from Dr. T. H. Dixon to G. F. Tray- 
lor; Peralta, Oakland, from W. R. 
McKenna to Richard & Soss: Rialto, 
Oakland, from Moshier & Cooke to 
Vally Feehan. 


San 


Managerial 


Francisco, 





Pueblo with W. E. sound. 
| Willfam Menagh of tl State 
j} Boulder, Colo., remodeling a store 


American, San Jose, replacing 


Frank Galvin. 


il | 





Landed Page One 

San Francisco. 
ad to land on the 
the ‘Chronicle’ was 
Fitzgerald's for ‘Man 


First theatre 
front page of 
ithat of Eddie 


e | Who Played God’ at Warners, a 1x10 


;} contracted for each day by different 


| business 


firms, so Fitzgerald bor- 
rowed the space of a friendly com- 
}pany and plugged his picture, 


Among other stuff on the Arliss 
}celluloid were sermons by a local 
minister and a rabbi 


Tong and Hatchets 


St. Paul. 
Ray McConnell, RKO manager, 
contacted the local Chinese tongs 
direct to plug ‘Hatchet Man.’ Charlie 





Wu, head of the Hip Sings here, 
broke into print with a blurb on 
fact that while Eddie Robinson's 
imitation of a Chinaman was okay 
there were no hatchet men now- 
adays, although it might have hap- 
j}pened 20 years ago. Tongs are 
business organizations now, too 
busy to fight with hatchets or any- 
thing else, Wu said in the inter- 
view, which was novel enough to 
intrigue the dailies, 





Ran Too Long 

A Brooklyn exhibitor found him- 
self in a spot when he got one of 
the nearby 5-10 shops to make a 
window display of stills and a large 
painting of Greta Garbo for ‘Mata 
Hari.’ 

Picture was dated ‘Thursday until 
Sunday’ without numerals. Monday 
he tried to get the display back, but 
found that the store could not break 
it up, and he had to wait another 
Week or 10 days to send the paint- 
ing along to the next house. 

Doesn't help that an occasional 
patron kicks because he came down 
to see the advertised film and finds 
another picture billed. 


Class of 22 


Commenting on a recent stunt of 
offering reduced admissions for pen- 
nies in series, Paul Doblin tells of 
a penny stunt he worked at the 
State theatre, Ozone Park, N. Y. 

Reading in a daily paper that 
there had been few one-cent pieces 
coined in 1922, he looked over some 
500 pennies taken in at the box of- 
fice and found only one of that date. 

Figuring this represented safe 
odds, he offered a free admission 
for any penny of that date. Only 
six were turned in. The penny is 
listed in coin catalogs at 15 cents. 








Guessing Doorways 


St. Paul. 

Ed Furnis cracked a local tieup to 
crash the white space free for his 
Paramount. Ran a series of door- 
ways of prominent plays in city to- 
gether with front of his own theatre 
to boost his local news shots, shown 
weekly in conjunction with a daily 
and the park department. First 10 
who guessed correctly the entrances 
won pairs of ducats, 





Lining Up 

Manager hit on the idea of offer- 
ing a prize for tl.e best 10-line para- 
graphs made up of sentences taken 
from as many different items in the 
local paper. It had to make con- 
secutive reading. 

First use made such 2 hit that 
the paper asked for an encore, but 
this time the Sunday issue will be 
specified since the paper desires to 
build up its Sunday circulation. 


St. Paul’s Teaser 


St. Paul. 

Teaser campaign with mystery 
angle used here by Ray O'Connell 
when his Orpheum played ‘Murders 
in Rue Morgue.’ Plastered town 
with chalked, typed and written 
signs reading solely M. IL R. M. 
Hand-written cards, done by house 
staff purported to be cries for help, 
reading Police, M. I. R. M. Had 
town wondering what it was about 
befor? starting the M. L. R. M. gag 
in Jallies two days ahead of start of 


;}engagement. 


Good for any show if mystery 
aura is properly preserved until 
ready to be tipped. Got plenty of 


comment at parties, dinners, etc., on 
what initials mean... 


Picked Birdmen 
St. Paul. 

This one for Lost Squadron’ was 
worked by Ray O'Connell at the Or- 
pheum. He signed up 10 advertis- 
ers for a full page, with the top line 
‘Find the ’Lost Squadron,’’ Inset in 
each ad had picture of one of pilots 
working for local airline. Northwest 
Airways, whose headquarters is 
here, kicked in with two Chicago 
trips, as folks had to visit either 
their downtown or airport offices to 
find out names of pilots. Fifty free 
ducats were handed out at the ad- 





Homer Le Ballister, manager of |suest tir 


vertiser’s 
1 


place of business, five 
kets being given out by each 
to first five persons correctly identi- 


ifying pilot appearing in his own ad, 
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RICHARD DIX 


Mary Astor... Joel McCrea 
Erich Von Stroheim ... Dorothy 
Jordan...Robert Armstrong 
Directed by Geo. Archainbaud 


DAVID O. SELZNICK Production 
RKO RADIO PICTURE 
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RADIO’S JUGGERNAUT OF THRILLS IN TERRIFIC 
OPENINGS...TOPS ‘FRANKENSTEIN’ STATE-LAKE 











“SQUADRON” Delivers...As Advertised! Tops 
“CIM” Washington, Syracuse, Chicago and 
Held Over! Prosperity Grosses Everywhere 
Against Lashing Storm On Eastern Seaboard! 


Critics Burn Up Typewriters in Salvo of Praise | 
«ee Now Primed To Blow The Nation’s Hat Off!... _ 


SQUADRON 
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OK —Harry and Jack Cohn—OK for the tre- 
mendous strides you have made in the past— 
the courage—the vision—the stamina that brought |: 
Columbia right up front as the one great 
independent. 


cs e & 

















And Now — Overnight — you have the entire industry saying “OK 
COLUMBIA”’— watch them go— NEW ideals — NEW Plans —NEW 
BLOOD — Young blood with a fresh outlook and an inspired con- 
ception —rarin’ to go! 


m | OK Columbia— you're the Pep child of the New Year — 
‘| the industry sensed that BIG THINGS were afoot when 
WALTER WANGER joined shoulders to Columbia's 
» | great wheel of achievement — brilliant — young — daring — 
s he knows his pictures —a Sensational asset! 














lt was sure of it when Charles Rosenzweig, sales expert 
par excellence, moved over to Columbia with his dynamic 
selling genius to line up big contracts for the new product 
all over the map — that’s plenty more youth and new 


blood for Columbia! 











am, | And then, just to double check on it, you signed 
41 Bruce Gallup and Hubert Voight for advertising 
\c7 27e9| and publicity—East and West—new blood— 
“§ bee -sveanle energy — know their stuff — and 











And now — the first shot — a triple broadside to open up the season 
with the electrifying production announcement of the buying of 


“WASHINGTON MERRY-GO-ROUND” and “ THE BITTER TEA 
OF GENERAL YEN’ — and the signing of great directorial talent — 
OK — Allan Dwan — OK — Irving Cummings — OK — Harlan Thomp- 
son— BOY! — that’s grabbing ‘em! 


AND WE’VE ONLY JUST STARTED! 


you're going places ~~ 
eo prosperity he A ee you | 
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National Shut-Down, Jugoslav 
Exhibs’ Threat on Taxes, Censor 





— + 
Paris, March 7 S ] Ri l ‘D ] ’ 
, : oions lva racula 
Jugoslav Cinema Owners’ asso- ae a ae 
ciation met Friday (4) and decided 4 aris, Feb. 26. 
‘ose down all Jugoslay picture One spectator dying from excite- 
to clo: i . sli |ment and several women fainting 


March 15 if the govern- 
rescind several objec- 


houses on 
ment doesn’t 
tionable measures in the meantime. 


Dictum laid down by the picture 
men is: 

(1) Taxes should be cut instead 
of raised as proposed in Parlia- 
ment; y 


(2) Film censorship be abolished, 
since the recent censorship regu- 
lations are held to make things 
pretty impossible; 

And (3) the law regulating cinema 


work be changed. 

Delegation of the theatre owners 
are now in Belgrade with the in- 
tention of explaining their feelings 
to the government. One thing that 
the delegation wants to make clear 


is that theirs is no gesture and that 


if the government doesn’t come 
through with relief, the theatres in 


all Jugoslavia will be closed. 
Meantime American film concerns 
are sitting back and letting the the- 
atre men do the fighting, but hold- 
ing to their determination not to 


sell any product in Jugoslavia for 
next season unless and until the 
laws are revised in favor of busi- 
ness. 


ALIAPIN T0 
FILM QUIXOTE 


London, 

Nelson Films, Ltd., with a direc- 
torate including Ali Mackintosh, 
Feodor Chaliapin, Jr., and Nicholas 
Vondas, latter managing director, 
and £10,000 nominal capital, has just 
been formed for the sole purpose of 
exploiting Chaliapin’s films. 

First picture originally intended 
to utilize the scenario dealing with 
Russian life written by Charles 
Chaplin and Jean de Limur, but the 
Bank de la Cinematographie and 
Vandor Film Co., who jointly paid 
$120,000 for a 25% interest in the 
film’s profit, suggested Don Quixote 
as more suitable for the opera star’s 
film debut. It was thought the 
singer would be more at home in 
this part, having appeared in the 
opera of same name. 

Film will be bilingual with the 
French adaptation by Paul Morand 
and English version script by John 
Farrow. With Jean de Limur direct- 
ing, production starts early in May 
with exteriors in France and Spain 
and interiors at Associated Radio 
Pictures’ studio in Ealing. Contract 
calls for the finished picture to be 
delivered in early October. 


United Artists is negotiating for 
the English releasing rights with an 
option for America, UA offering 
$52,500. 


Marceh 7, 


Costly Film Censored 


London, March 7. 
Paramount’s British production, 
‘Spring Cleaning,’ is having censor 
trouble after the picture cost nearly 
$105,000. 
Retitling and partial 
may save the subject. 


reshooting 


, 7 
Ass’d Radio Shake-Up 
London, March 7. 
Staff of Associated Radio Pictures 
Pretty thoroughly shaken up as a 


result of Basil Dean’s switch to 
RKO, Among those out are Fred 
Isaacs, publicity man; Elizabeth 


North, script advisor; Carol Reed, 
dialog director; Graham Cutts, talk- 
er producer, and Edward Carrick, 
art director. 

Also 


Bob De Grasse, head cam- 
eraman, sent over by RKO re- 
cently, has been ordered to hop 


back to Hollywood. 


BRITISH FILMER LOANED 


during a show resulted in no inter- 
ference from the police—show being 
the French Chamber of Deputies. 


This happened during a sitting 
when both parties turned the floor 
into a free for all—scrambling re- 


sulting in much nose bleeding and, 
due to unusual excitement, sitting 
being suspended to clear the casual- 
ties. 





FORBIDDEN TOP 
LONDON MONEY 


London, March 7, 
Sisters’ (Fox) failed to 
grade at the Capitol, 

to the lack of star 
was withdrawn after 
one week. ‘Charlie Chan’s Chance’ 
(Fox) replaced for a week, with 
‘Goodnight Vienna’ (B. & D.) fol- 
iowing for a month’s run. ‘Vienna’ 
stars Jack Buchanan, 

‘Forbidden’ (Col) at the New Gal- 
lery, is the local hit of the week 
and is figured to garner well over 
$10,500 it’s first week. It'll stick on 
for another fortnight, then moving 
to the Marble Arch for a run, 

‘Tonight or Never (UA) at the 
Tivoli, is disappointing. Stuck in 
or a month, it could barely hold 
two weeks. First week was under 
$10,000, and second about $7,000. 
‘Delicious’ (Fox) stuck in to replace 
for a short run, ‘Arrowsmith’ 
(UA) to follow. 


‘Stepping 
make the 
largely due 
names and 


Lone) 





Pavilion Move 
Points to Row 
On Newsreels 


London, March 7. 

Understood that the project of 
switching the Pavilion into a news- 
reel theatre toward the end of April 
is really a new front for the 
‘Daily Mail.” Company handling 
the thing is understood being 
formed by A. E. Abrahams and 
John Maxwell, with the Rothermere 
daily thus making Its first entry 
into the film field. 

Amounts really to a sort of news- 
paper-newsreel battle, since the 
thing would mean a clash with the 
Beaverbrook ‘Daily and Sunday 
Expresses’, with Beaverbrook a big 
stockholder in British Movietone, 
local subsid of Fox newsreel. 

Proposition is for the reels to be 
shown at the Pavilion to be 
gathered by a special crew of news 
trucks, with reels later to go into 
the 190 Associated British Cinemas 
controlled by Maxwell. 


FOX’S 40 OF ’33’S 48 
WITH FOREIGN TITLES 


Forty of the 48 pictures sched- 
uled by Fox for ’33 will be treated 
with superimposed titles for the 
foreign market. 

Fox will stop playing with either 
dubbing or direct shot 
for some time. 
countries, however, Fox will pur- 











chase local-made foreign films for 
distribution in those local markets. 





| W.C. FOREIGN FILM CIRCUIT 
San Francisco, March 7. 
West States Enterprises, with J. 


J. Gottlob, Ralph Pincus and Her- 
bert Roesener as heads, plans to 
organize a group of foreign film 


houses similar to the Filmarte here 
which they operate. Their Roxie, 
| Oakland, slated to open next week 
| with Tobis and Capital celluloid. 

Trio are local reps for Erlanger 


enterprises. 





Canty Set in Berlin 

Berlin, Feb. 26 
American film trade 
opened his Ber- 


c;eorge Canty 


commissioner, has 


London, March 7 lin office. 

Jack Maymond, one of the leading | His quarter. ar. in the premises 
British producers, is being loaned te | of the American Commercial At- 
Associated Radio by Fritish and j tache, and th American Consul 
Dominions, General, in Bellevuestrasse 


FRENCH COLOR FILM 
Paris, Feb. 26. 
Several color processes have lately 
been either invented or perfected 


locally, though state of industry 
doesn’t make their introduction on 
the market probable. 

They nevertheless are either 


bought or placed under option, even 
if only for protection of already ex- 
isting patents. One has lately been 
bought by Metro 


SOVIET GUARDS 
AGAINST U. S. 
PROPAGANDA 


Feb. 27. 

American pietures now running in 
Russia include Monte Banks in ‘A 
Real Gentleman,’ George Bancroft 
in ‘Docks of New York,’ Douglas 
Fairbanks in ‘Son of Zorro’ and sey- 
eral ‘Our Gang’ comedies. 

The queues in front of the the- 
atres with American showings are 
always the longest here. Even the 
oldest Hollywood comedy is a re- 
lief after the over-serious ropa- 
ganda pieces of Soviet manufacture. 

The Russians have no special love 
of old out-of-date pictures, but ac- 
cept them out of necessity, because 
they are cheaper. The new Ameri- 
can talkers, even if the Soviets 
could afford them, would not be of 
much use because so few houses 
are wired as yet. Besides, most 
serious American films are all wrong 
politically from the Soviet angle. 
They show capitalist civilization in 
too flattering and attractive a light. 
Imports from the U. S. A. are thus 
pretty much limited to comedies 
and westerns, except when an occa- 
sional picture like ‘Docks’ or ‘Chi- 
cago’ presents American life in a 
realistic and therefore none _ too 


Moscow, 





| pleasant light 


Russians are even more careful to 
guard themselves against American 
propaganda than Americans are to 
ward off Russian propaganda. There 
have been a dozen American films 
outlawed here for every Russian 
film outlawed in the States. 

‘All Quiet,’ for instance, proved 
too loud for the Soviet officials. 
Those who saw it—which, according 
to unconfirmed rumor, included 
Stalin—liked it, but decided that it 
wouldn’t be good for the general 
public. Too pacifist in tone, in view 
of the bing-bang military prepared- 
ness propaganda constantly in prog- 
ress here. 


BRECHER TO DISTRIB 
UFA FILMS IN U. S. 


Lec Brecher is now the official 
Ufa distributor for the United 
States of German Ufa films. Brecher, 
owner of the Little Carnegie Play- 
house, will use his 57th street show- 
case for New York release of the 








Ufa films. His Protex Film Co. 
will distribute generally. 

Brecher’s Ufa deal, completed 
Saturday (5) afternoon, calls for 


the Germans to show him 28 to 30 
pictures within the next year of 
which he must accept 15. An equal 
number of shorts are included. He 
does not have to give all 15 first 
run showing in his New York house. 

Brecher is understood to have 





foreigns | 
In some European | 


paid $10,000 for the U. S. Ufa rights 
and must pay Ufa $1,000 for the 
first print of each film he accepts 
to cover shipment charges. He 
|} also pays all expenses involved in 
| showing on this side, including title 
superimposition if and where called 
for and making of new prints. 
After deducting first moneys from 
the gross, he shares 50-50 with Ufa. 
Matter almost completly washes 
Ufa up in New York, Ufa’s last 
theatre activity ha ing folded with 
the closing of the Cosmopolitan Fri- 
day (4) night. Ufa still has about 
a half dozen product franchises 
around in theatres through the 
country, which Brecher will assume. 
Ufa staff will be cut down to 
| absolute minimum here, with Her- 
bert Grau temporarily in charge for 
|; contact purposes and to handle sale 
of English versions and specials to 
American national distributors. 





Deal gets going with the new 
| Emil Jannings picture, ‘Stuerne 
| uber Leidenschaft’ (Storm of Pas- 
| sions) which goes into the Little 
| Carnegie March 15. It'll be re 
| titled ‘Tempest’ for the U. S. 


| 


{ 











pull him under the Chinese forts of 


Woo Sung with his camera. The 
boatmen, however, having landed 
their passenger, took fright and 


made off. Craveri remained nearly 
a day and part of a night under the 
fire of the Japanese. Finally the 


38,000 IS PAR'S 
RITISH LIMIT 


March 7. 

Paramount is now making $38,600 
the top production cost of any 
gritish production. 

Largely the new figure is due to 
the fact that Par has three films 
made here and on the shelf waiting 
release dates. 

Also the belie? among Par men 
in both New York and on the con- 
tinent that about $40,000 is the 
most a picture can cost. for any 
small share of the European market 
and break, 


London, 





Important European 
Film Execs Here; U. S. 
Foreign Heads Abroad 





Dr. Noelle, head of Tobis, is again 
expected in New York withina week 
or two to look over the New York 
market and reorganize Tobis ac- 
tivities on this side. When he comes 
it will make the most important 
representation of foreign film execs 
in New York at one time since be- 
fore the war. Chiefs of Ufa, Gau- 
mont-British and British Interna- 
tional are already here. 

Dr. Noelle, expected in New York 
early in January, had to postpone 
his trip due to the sudden patent 
conference in Paris at which price 
reduction for all licencees on the 
continent was agreed upon. With 
that settled he is expected to take 
the first possible boat. 

Unknown exactiy what Noelle 
will do in New York except that he 
will probably arrange for some 
American company to take over the 
rights to Tobis product for Amer- 
ica. 

First indications of a switch was 
announcement that Capt. Harold 
Auten, indie distributor, will handle 
the new Rene Clair picture ‘A Nous 
la Liberte’ for the U. S. instead of 
the regular Tobis company which 
had the past Clair films, ‘Le Mil- 
lion’ and ‘Sous les Toits de Paris. 

Coincidence has the majority of 
American foreign chiefs in Europe 
at the same time that most of tne 
European foreign experts are over 
here. Now in Europe or on the 
way over are J. H. Seidelman of 
Paramount, Arthur Loew of Metro, 
R. Dowling of Radio and Phil Kauf- 
man of Warners. 


LONDON STUDIO UNIT 














| 





London, March 7. 

I’ox is understood to be nego- 
tiating for a local production unit 
Harry Cohen is handling the de- 
tails of the deal. 

Twickenham Studios and Julius 
Ilagen may be linked up in the 
plans when completed. 

When and if Fox gets set here it 


will make an almost complete line 
of American film campanies turning 
out product in London In one form 
or another. 


French Censor Chief Dies 

Paris, March 

Paul Ginisty, head film cen 
died suddenly 


sor, 


British cruiser Berwick rescued him. | 


FOX REPORTED SEEKING 


Newsreel Adventure 
Rome, Feb. 24 
Reports of the adventure of ; 
sound film cameraman, Mario Cra 
veri of the Luce Italian government 
news reel, have reached the head 
office here. 
Craveri was sent by his firm to 
take pictures of the fighting neat 
Shanghai. He had Chinese boatmen | 





Too Much Confusion in U. S. Film Co’s 


Seen as Britain's Prod. Opportunity 





+ accented 
| . . 
British  filn 1 production y in- 
}ereas 100 or more wi the 
ex hs Brita has 
ney I é ad suc g£ood 
chance of crashing film production 
in a really big way as rig now. 
jsuch are the conclusions of Jeffery 
|; Bernerd, head « W. & F. Film 
Service and a director of Gaumont 
British. 

Bernerd came over to Ney York 
about three weeks izo to secure 
} some product for his London com- 
| pany. He sailed back on the ‘Ber- 
engaria’ Friday (4) having failed to 
obtain any. 

‘In 17 trips to New York that I 
have made,’ Bernerd said just be- 
fore sailing, ‘I have never found 
the American market so lacking in 
product, British Gaumont turned 
| out a bit more than 20 pictures in 
} 1931 Our program this year calls 
for about 30. The moment I arrive 
[I shall, however, suggest to my 
company and all its subsidiary com- 
panies that the program be in- 
creased to a minimum of 40 or 50 
pictures and perhaps more. 

Changing Execs 

‘There is too much confusion in 

American film companies today to 





hop? for a sudden upward increase 
in the merit of Hollywood product. 


I've made appointments with three 
executives during the past few 
vreehs, only to find when arriving 
to keep my appointment that the 
gentlemen were no longer with 
their respective companies, 

‘How is that sort of thing going 
to affect an already nervous pro- 
duction = staff? The answer is 
obvious.’ 

England will have to get right 
to work to turn out product to fill 
its own theatres, Bernerd feels. 
That circumstance means that 


England will be given the objective 
for activity which it has always 
previously lacked. 

‘It's perhaps an unfortunate thing 
from an American viewpoint,’ he 
concluded, ‘but it’s England's big 
chance. And it will probably result 
in better product on both sides of 
ocean in the long run as well 
healthier conditions. 

Maurice Ostrer, head of Gaumont 
3ritish, and William Gell, another 
of that company’s execs, remain in 
New York to conclude some deals, 
one. of them a retroactive distrib- 
ution deal with Tiff. 


the 


as 


MULTI-LINGUAL CO. NOW 
SHOOTING IN HUNGARY 


Budapest, Feb. 27. 

Minerva Picture Co. is a new 
company founded with French capi- 
tal, for the purpuse of producing 
pictures in Hungarian, German, 
English and French in Budapest. 
The French firm, Adolphe Osso is 
financing. 

Minerva has made an 
ment with the Hunnia studio, 
longing to the Hungarian State Film 
Foundation, for its studio facilities. 
Rent for the use of the studio is 
very small, but the opportunities for 
employment is welcome to the gov- 
ernment. 

First picture, to be shot in French 
only, is more or less an experiment 
for Osso to get acquainted with 
working conditions here. Second 
picture is planned in four langauges, 
‘Spring Showers,’ original scenario 
by the Hungarian authoress, Tlona 
Fulop, who knows the Hollywood 
technique. Paul Fejos, also a Hole 
lywood-trained Hungarian, will di- 


arrange- 
be- 


rect. For coming pictures, Minerva 
has engaged Tourjansky, Russian 
director, and Bloch, one of Ufa’s 
production managers. 


Spring Comes to Paris 


Paris, March 7, 
Spring is here, 
Parks and sidewalks playing to 
nice biz, but theatres neglected. 


CHAPLINS ORIENT-BOUND 
Paris, March 7%, 


Charles Chaplin, with »rother 
Syd, went through here on their 
way to Naples. 

From Italy they are going to the 
Orient. 


‘BEN-HUR' HOLLAND DRAW 


Amsterdam, March 7. 


Synced ‘Be Hiur’ (Metro), has 
show up here for day and date 
showings in Rotterdam and Am- 
eter & 

Heavy biz in both piaces. 
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we OIGNIFIUANT FACT 


About Paramount Shorts is: No matter what kind 
of a booking requirement presents itself when [’m 
building up an entertaining show, it’s no problem 
at all when I select my short features from 
Paramount’s Quality line-up. No chasing around 
vainly trying to get a good “belly-laugh” two-reel 
comedy; a light single-reeler; a beautiful scenic 
garnished with high class musical accompaniment, 
a clever cartoon, or a novelty subject. They’re all 
with Paramount. And they don’t only fill my pro- 
gram either—they sell tickets—they fill seats, Sure 
I’m cheering! 


PARAMOUNT chorss 








* 
PARAMOUNT NEWS 
* 
PARAMOUNT TWO-.- 
REEL COMEDIES 
* 
PARAMOUNT ONE- 


REEL PRODUCTIONS 


(Including the ever popular 
Screen Souvenirs) 


* 
PARAMOUNT SCREEN 
SONGS 
* 
PARAMOUNT 
TALKARTOONS 
* 
PARAMOUNT 
PICTORIALS 
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I'amily 


aries keep the young couple apart 
for four years. At the end of three 
a raise for the boy allows for the 
setting of a wedding date. But on 
the big day another setback post- 
pones the marriage. So they're 
forced to wait another year, and 


that vear is tough on both of them. 

When the girl sees the boy ‘look 
funny’ at another girl she suggests 
they go away somewhere for a few 
days—‘and nobody will know.’ The 
boy’s answer is that he knows what 





she’s thinking and in a shrewdly 
written passage, tells her he will 
wait. The method used—as the 
word ‘sex’ is included— isn't the 
usual picture sensationalism, Sut a 
more sympathetic and _ intelligent 
way such as is found in the bet- 
ter legit scripts. There is no code 
violation in such writing, nor can 


the moralists take offense. It clear- 
ly shows a way for pictures in 
general into a field of literature 
that pictures have not yet ventured 
to explore. But unless a producer 
does it sincerely, such as Fox and 
Borzage and Sonya Levien have 
done in ‘After Tomorrow,’ most 
studios better not take a chance. 
Perhaps an equal share of credit 


for the excellence of the delicate 
sex sequence is due the players, 
Charles Farrell and Marian Nixon. 


For the first time in a talker Far- 
rell has escaped cream puff diolog 
and sloppy situations. This actor’s 
high pitched voice naturally makes 
bad chatter worse, so his lines must 
be carefully composed. He is never 
irritating this time. Miss Nixon in 
the sex discussion scene is at her 
best. At other times, except in the 
few lighter moments, she’s handi- 
capped behind a veil of tears. 
Every other close-up of Miss Nixon 
shows her crying, just like the plot. 
P The preponderance of sobbing is 
After Tomorrow's’ greatest weak- 
ness. It goes as far as a sad story 
with no relief can go in an artistic 
way. but the whole lacking in 
popular appeal. 
William Collier, Sr., 
father and Josephine 
boy’s mother are the 
cast, while Minna Gombell and 
William Pawley are other bul- 
warks. Borzage handled the entire 
bunch extremely well. Bige. 


ALIAS THE DOCTOR 


First National production and release 
Starring Richard Barthelmess; Marian Marsh 
featured. Directed by Michael Curtiz; story 


is 


as the girl's 
Hull as the 
gems of the 


by Houston Branch; continuity, Benjamin 
McGill. Runs one hour at the Winter Gar- 
den, New York, opening March 2. 

Karl Muller. ......000. Richard Barthelmess 
SS Pe Cidicen Marian Marsh 
Mother Brenner...........Lucille La Verne 
Stephan ....... eccces- Norman Foster 
BN Hesvessseecus eeeeeeee.-Adrienne Dore 
ae ib0s8bdeesdebEs Oscar Apfe 
Dr. Niergardt........ ee eecccet John St. Polis 
Kleinschinidt séceetcccsoes WEED Crate 
Mrs. Beverly...... eccecscccccece Claire Dodd 
Von Bergman..........+..-.George Rosener 
Autopsy Surgeon..........++-- Boris Karloff 
Professor of Univ.....-...Reginald Barlow 
The Deacon....... s0sbeaaawes Arnold Lucy 
Willie ae &) eee sees Harold Waldridge 
PEE eric cueebvaus rrr Tir Robert Farfan 


Strictly a Barthelmess picture, he 
Sustains whatever tempo ‘Alias the 


Doctor’ possesses. Calling for im- 
pressive dramatic moments, even 
the star's histrionic skill s'-ates on 
thin ice to lend it realism There | 
are a couple of tense moments, but 
at best the picture is just a fair 
programmer, and would not merit 
the grind run booking as at the 


Winter Garden were it not for other 

contributing factors. 
Exploitation must be 

considerably, as with the 


relied on 
sroadway 


showing, to create public interest in | 


the where the 
operate 


tense 


climactic 


doe tor 


situation 
(Barthelmess) must 


ny his toster-mother under 


mean- 
time, and thus varried into the Aus- 
trian capital for a brilliant career. 
The synopsis quite obviously dis- 
closes little opportunity for roman- 
tic interlude. 


Marian Marsh's con- 
tribution as the waiting childhood 
sweetheart is but passive, made so 


chiefly by script limitations. 

The medical lab stuff is 
cally convincing, with Dr. 
Martin, husband of Louella 
sons, again rating a credit 
technical supervision. 

Michael Curtiz, of Teutonic ante- 
cedents, was quite naturally as- 
signed this saga of a Viennese doc- 
tor, with the continental flavor ap- 
parently well preserved. 


techni- 

Harry 
QO. Par- 
line for 


But as a motion picture it misses 
big league rating, although it will 


satisfy on the average programs, 
with the polite trade especially re- 
acting well. Abel. 


RASPUTIN 


(GERMAN MADE) 

Berlin. Feb. 
Gottschalk Tonfilm production 
Fundus-Film release, Manuscript, 
Dymow, Adolf Lantz, Conrad Linz. Direce- 
tion Adolf ‘Trotz. Photography, Curt 
Courant. Artistic advice, Professor Alex- 
ander Arnstam. Music, Fritz Wenneis and 
Prot. Metzl. Recorded on Tobis Klang- 
film. Cast: Conrad Veidt, Paul Otto, 
Hermine Sterler, Kenny Rieve, Alexandra 
Sorina, Carl Ludwig Diehl, Ida _ Perry, 
Charlotte Ander, Elza Temary, Brigitte 
Horney, Bernhard Goetzke, Franziska Kinz, 


27%. 
and 
Ossip 


Marian Chevalier, Heinrich Heilinger, 
Edith Meinhardt, Willy Trenk-Trebitsch, 
Magnus Stifter, Theodor Loos, Ernst 
Reicher, Werner Hollmann, Theo Schall, 
Friedrich Gnaas, Paul Henckels, Alexander 
Murski, Fritz Spira. Running time, 82 
minutes, At Capitol, Berlin. 

It always is a difficult task to 


make a biographical picture. There 
are always people of an opposing 
opinion of the subject. This Ras- 
putin picture has these, though the 
author, Ossip Dymow, Russian poet, 
knew Rasputin personally. Conrad 
Veidt plays the mad priest most im- 
pressively, and the sensitive alrec- 
tor, Adoiph Trotz, succeeds in stag- 
ing vivid and thrilling scenes. 

The story of the picture hows 
parts of the life of the Russian 
priest performing miracles. It shows 
how he is discovered in his village, 
Poskrowoskoje, and taken to St. 
Petersburg, where he heals Aljos- 
cha. the son of the Tsar Nikolaus II, 
who is ill. This is the reason of his 
mighty influence over the Tsar's 
family. 

But Rasputin is sent back to his 
village for leading an immoral life 


There he is injured by the father of 


war. He goes back to St. r 
burg and the Tsar and tries to in- 


fluence him to take over the high 
command and to then try to make 
peace. In St. Petersburg he is 


drawn into the palace of Duke Jus- 
supoff by the War party, joined by 


a voung officer whose fiancee has 
been seduced by Rasputin, and ts 
shot. ; 

Adolf Trotz has proved with his 


picture, ‘Empress Elisabeth of Aus- 
tria’ that he is a cultured, sensitive 
director. In this picture he again 
shows his efficiency. Conrad Veidt 
is the lead, but he does not convey 
the brutal Rasputin to meet the 
popular conception of the man. 

Among the other actors espec ially 
mentioned are Paul Otto as 
Nikolaus II, Elza Temary as 


to be 
Tsar 





and piquant Agent of 
of Interior, and Brigitte 
| Horney as a peasant girl, under 
| Rasputin's influence. Sound repro- 
| duction on Tobis-Klangfilm is good. 
|The picture which promises medium 
in Gerrmeay should attract 
roCcaeau Mlaqnus, 


interesting 
j the Minister 


| business 


some ttention 





with women and his public orgies. | 
| sides, it 
a seduced girl; there he hears of the | 
Peters- | 





' been 


the board. 
and Miss 


Miss Appel as the mother 
MacMahon as the trust- 


ing janitress, both in dialect, per- 
sonally sparkle through the heavy 
dialog that gradually wears them 
down. The Jewish dialect charac- 


terization Miss MacMahon contrib- 
uted to ‘Street Scene’ so capitally is 
herein repeated. And with her 
monicker! 

Joe Smith is nearly a villain now 
and then, but his bad man moments 
are all topped by laughs, and be- 
tween them Smith and Dale do dou- 
ble action as heavies and comics 
without changing costume. That 
the script mechanic was more sure 
of himself in the sob section than in 
the comedy end is discernible in the 
fact that Smith and Dale were relied 
on to contribute the lines besides the 
delivery. Smith reached ’way back 
to ‘Dr. Kronkheit’ for ‘How could a 
low life like you have high blood 
pressure?’ 

The story makes Sidney a father 
of three children on the East Side 
and, on the side, a plumber who'd 
vather invent a washing machine 
than plumb. After many reverses 
and much poverty, his machine 
clicks and the dough rolls inf. The 
complications are strictly domestic 
and easily straightened out. 

Bige. 


STRANGERS IN LOVE 


Paramount production and release. Di- 
rected by Lothar Mendes. Based on play. 
‘The Shorn Lamb,’ by William J. Locke. 
with adaptation by Grover Jones and Wil- 


tinm Stevens MeNutt. Photeeranphy b: 
Henry Sharp. Stars Fredri¢ March, with 
Kay Francis and Stuart Erwin in support. 
At Paramor-+, New York, March 5. Run- 
ning time, 68 mins, 

Mey EKO. és cicccicccvcnses Fredric March 
Arthur Drake....c.cccccccess Fredric March 
Diana Merrow..... ecveseccesss Kay Francis 
Stan Keeney........ Coecccsces Stuart Erwin 
Muriel Preston............Juliette Compton 
Mr. BMOTTOW..cccccccccerseces George Barbier 
McPhall ...c-cccce o0b0seecscnsseeee,. sae 
J. C Clark. cece 66666000060 864se8 Earle Fox 
Prof. Clark.....- err ee Lucien Littlefield 
BromnsOM .sccccccce 6060c00s+seceeee Faaee 
Snewnall .cccce eeccceses- Gertrude Howard 
CrenshawW ....e-« aceseee o0envnss Ben Taggart 
Dr. Selous...++++- seeeeee-JOhn M,. Sullivan 





Fredric March figuratively does a 
Jekyll and Hyde in ‘Strangers in 
Love,’ playing twin brothers in a 
story that possesses all the qualities 
that bespeak wide appeal. A pro- 
crammer in essence, it is a romance 
with numerous laughs, ably done by 
its cast, adaptor and director, that 
figures to benefit to some extent by 
word of mouth. 

Ii may be difficult to know how 
to sell ‘Strangers in Love,’ a selling 
title with a box-office cast, but both 
from the distributor and exhibitor 
is worth more than the 
average picture in uncertain gross 
times such as these. 

March has enough behind him to 
mean something at the b. o. His 
last release, ‘Jekyll and Hyde’ (Par), 
will help, and there’s Kay Francis, 
with several years of buildup as a 
femme lead, to aid. 

For advertising and sales angle 
the title of ‘Strangers in Love’ is 
an asset. It can be worked effec- 
tively in newspaper layouts and fo1 
house fronts. 

The story deals with the ne’er-do- 
well twin who steps into his 
brother’s shoes and eventually un- 
covers the forgery of his father’s 
will, along the way falling in love 
with his dead brother's secretary. 

While the narrative is tied around 
that situation, it is developed in a 
smart manner through the difficul- 
that arise in the one brother's 
ittempt to carry on as his dead 
twin. It is slightly implausible, but 
through skillful maneuvering it is 
made c« nvincing. 

March turns in 
performances to date. 
but 


ties 


one of his best 
It might have 
for the com- 


his worst 


of the two versions slightly topping 
$200,000. French version is a de- 
cided hit, due to good acting, espe- 
cially by Annabella, some excellent 
gags, and exceptionally good sound 
recording by the American engineer, 
Cc. S. Livernan. 

Story is perfectly unconvincing. 
but so much so that it belongs to 
the same class of entertainment as 
a fairy tale. Also tempo could have 
been speeded up, especially in the 
first few reels, where excessive 
yodeling is thrown on Annabella. 
This might have been saved, since 


she was photographed singing the 
words, and a real operatic voice 
dubbed. Photo work good, with 


many fine outdoor shots. 

Story shows a shop girl taken for 
a motor trip on the Riviera by an 
English lord, who finally marries 
her, when she gets wise to his ident- 
itv, after she thought all the time 
he was a small clerk who had put in 
a personal ad for a companion able 
to supply tires and gas for a 1..otor 
vacation. 

Annabella is excellent in a part 
which seems made to order for her. 
She was borrowed from Osso. Cast- 
ing for youthful unsophisticated 
parts is locally very difficult. Anna- 
bella, Meg Lomennier and Mary 
Glory are practically the only three 
possibilities. Jean Murat is satis- 
factory as the leading man, but the 
reason is not apparent why he 
should have been made to act an 
English lord, instead of the French 
equivalent, since this results in his 
speaking with an English accent. 
which doesn’t facilitate acting and 
reacts rather adversely on audi- 
ences. 

The gag man is done by Duvailes 
of the Palais Royal legit, who is 
funny as the small clerk. Many of 
the gag: are new—locally at least— 
and bring laughs as relief t. the 
sentimental parts. Acting by sup- 
ports is good all around, with the 
jealous Spavriard well done by Jose 
Noguero, who reminds of his legit 
performance in ‘Sexe Fairble,’ but 
gets no credit on the program. 

Though not technically unduly 
Germanic, direction has an exces- 
sive tendency to treat as operetta 
what is a mere comedy. Abuse of 
singing includes an attempt to re- 
peat the ‘Congress Dances’ trick of 
having the femme sing in a moving 
vehicle. 

Music fair and remindful. 

Mazi. 


GALLOPING THRU 


has done an excellent job of adap- 
tation and direction. He goes over- 
board once or twice on camera an- 
gles where straight photography 
would serve better to crcate the il- 
lusion, but in general his work is 
soundly done and he points up his 
moments nicely. One good touch is 
the telling of their story to the son, 
Instead of a long recital Mary 
starts to speak, there is a series of 
closeups, never showing faces, and 
in relatively few feet the story has 
been told. In other ways silent 
technique is introduced, generally to 
advantage of the story. 

The settings are first rate, with 
some evidently genuine scenes in 
the British museum, and there is 
only one set with a palpably painted 
background of the Thames em- 
bankment, seen through the opened 
door, to suggest earlier futures. 
The photography is sometimes 
faulty, due apparently to poor labor- 
atory work rather than poor cam- 
era. Sound is average. 

Edna Best, in spite of an obvious 
blonde wig, is at her best in the 
earlier scenes. After the time jump 
she falls somewhat short as the 
staid matron. On the other hand, 
Herbert Marshall is more effective 
in these scenes than as a juvenile. 
Occasionally he uses the stage over- 
stress, but in the main plays with 
sincerity and effect. D. A. Clark- 
Smith has one fine scene as the re- 
turning black sheep, a part that 
most Hollywood players would have 
overdrawn, and Ben Field stands 
out in a couple of scenes as Tulli- 
vant. The remainder of the cast is 
competent without being in any way 
notable. It is announced that the 
original stage cast has been em- 
ployed in toto. 


BRIDEGROOM FOR 2 


(BRITISH MADE) 
(With Songs) 

British International production and re- 
lease. Features Gene Gerrard. Direction, 
Richard Eichberg; story, Fred Thompson 
and ££. Paulton; adaptation, Walter My- 
croft and Frederick Jackson, At the Ideal, 
N. Y., as half double feature, March 3 and 
4. Running time, 70 mins. 


The Briderroom.............Gene Gerrard 
The Bride Who Was........Muriel Angelus 
Her Mother.......-. eeeee+-Margaret Yarde 
Her Father........++e+++.-Frank Stanmore 
Her Fiance........--....Dennis Wyndham 
The Bwutkets.scccccceceosees Henry Wenman 
The Bride Who Wasn't....... - Rita Page 
Bier PUtROG ss. cccccceces ..-Ronald Frankau 
The Detective.......... oseeses George Gee 





3egins to look as though the 





Monogram production. State right re- 


lease. Directed by Lloyd Nosler. Story by 
Wellyn Totman. Archie Stout, camera- 
man. Tom Tyler featured. Cast: Betty 
Mack, Al Bridge, Stanley Blystone, G. . 
Woods, John Elliott and Si Jenks. At 
Loew’s New York, New York, one day, 
March 1, as half double feature. Running 
time, 58 minutes. 

Full of red-blooded action of the 
type that western fans go for. This 


horse opry has been given a good 
production and cast. Tom Tyler is 
a natural for a western hero, well 
built, nice voice and doesn't overdo. 

Nothing much to the story, but 
enough to get in a couple of good 
fist figits and plenty of fun play. 
That's all that western fans are in- 
this film has 





British can turn out good comedy 
films at that. Not that this is one, 
not by a long shot, but it is per- 
haps an indication of a trend in 
the right direction. There are so 
many genuine laughs here, and so 


| many completely dull moiments that 


audience 
but get the 


watching 
help 


the producers, 
reaction, can’t 
vight idea, 
One British film executive in a 
luncheon speech in New York a 
week ago told his audience that he 
thinks perhaps the matter of dia- 
lect has something to do with why 
Americans like or dislike British 
pictures. This picture proves how 
right he is. Meaning maybe they’re 
catching on. Here’s a picture with 





|; terested in, and since waka! earns cae G ra ard. wi 
| both, should pass muster with fol- | 4" 4 <oe named a re er 
jlowers of wild and woolly dramas. speaks English as it is understood 
Tyler gets in town after some, "5 anybody speaking English any- 
| years of absence just in time to see | where and two or three other ac- 
| his dad shot Hlow he loc ates and tors who speak English as a * Une 
makes the murderers bite the dust | derstood in Sheffield only. The re- 
gives him and the cast ample room| *U't on a New York audience is 
for action. Involved is a girl whom | DUVIOUR. we asm 
lhis best friend loves, but who loves rhere’s a fairly hackneyed yarn 
| Tyler. Friend steps out of the pic- | ere of the lad w ho goes out to 
lture for the usual clinch endin | celebrate the last night before his 
Moves fast and for its wedding, gets tight and marries a 
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The Nuts of Hollywood 
are all Gathered Together 
to make riotous scenes for 


THE 


COHENS 


AND 


KELLYS 


IN 
HOLLYWOOD 


Starring 


GEORGE SIDNEY 
CHARLIE MURRAY 


With JUNE CLYDE, NORMAN FOSTER 
Dorothy Christy, Emma Dunn, Esther Howard, Luis Alberni. 
Directed by John Francis Dillon. Produced by Carl Laemmle, Jr. 


Supervised by Stanley Bergerman. Presented by Carl Laemmle. 
2 














HIS caps the climax for the whole 
“Cohens & Kellys” series of feature 
pictures—the series which has had millions 
of dollars worth of advertising all over the 
world. It’s the pick of the whole series. 


HAT THIS COUNTRY 
EEDS IS A BELLYLAFF! 
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BRIDEGROOM FOR 2 jis: for a marriage win one of Drastic Anti-Stench RKO MAYFAIR’S STAGE | Union’s Free Busses 


) (Conitnued from page 23) expected to die at any moment. 


Young man had pretended to be Bomb rs ° . : — 
ehorine. Her beau shows up next | Sick and turns out after wedding Bill Up in R. L. at Esa iy nl aa wut As Retaliation Vs. 


morning for a fight in which both | the girl, to be sound in health and 
think they've killed the other, A | decidedly in love, which is requited, —— N ° 
t deal of it is very funny and]!na final bedroom scene he retains Providence, March 7. A on- nion atres 



































wk Gerrard's work throughout is | the girl and the duke is out. Designed to bring an end to bomb “age is ree constructed in 

good, The girl, Muriel Angelus, is Poiana is very good and shows | outrages in Rhode Island theatres the RKO Mayfair, New York, (pic- 
not especially pretty and no night- ‘ se abinaekne ane between Ww riter a bill has been introduced in the | ‘ures) under terms in the lease, but In its offensive against the 
ee ie wetler ine tt oir the jc Remand making most Of] senate here providing for a 20 year | ®KO docs not intend to utilize it. | Springer-Cocalis chain of houses in 
agen Bese Pop bad tl agi the Marie Glory as femme lead is. as prison sentence and a fine of $10,- | Straight pictures will continue the | Greater New York, the operators’ 
nai Gee and Ronald Frankau. } usual, a sure bet Fernand Gravey {900 for persons convicted of re- | policy at the Times Square house. | local (No. 306), is trying to wean 
By cutting out the singing se- | 25 the marquis is developing aj ‘®%Sing stench bombs in local the Lease with Walter Reade calls for | potential patrons away from the 
quence in the bedroom, things | }©™mme di iw, Andre Berle as the|atres. This drastic measure seeks to | construction of a stage at the end/} non-union theatres in all localities 
’ might be helped a good deal. | industrialist and Pierre Etchepare|correct present evils in Rhode £16 months. It is now being in- | where operating by furnishing 
Kauf. 1s the foolish duke form a happy | Island laws which make it possible | stalled but not mechanically } buses to cart people to and from 

dienes -~—— sama aee hee seal : —_ or persons convicted of gas bomb | ‘quipped. House was formerly the film spots. 

PEAUX NOIRES la sure Armed om eas = a progr escngtng with a light fine | Columbia (burlesque) before rebuilt The buses are ribboned with ban- 
| zs jor jail s¢ ntence. or pictures ners which proclaim free rides to 
(‘Black Skins’) rhe bill, introduced by Sen. Danie] — heatres using 306 men. They are 
covering every neighborhood pen- 


(FRENCH-MADE) Sein Scheidungsgrund | McLaughlin, a leader of the ma- | 7 
Paris, Feb. 22. jority party in the Rhode Island R > d R d etrated by the Springer-Cocalis 
(‘His Divorce Grounds’) legislature, says | esigns an escin Ss circuit, which numbers 31 houses, 


Osso release of travel shots taken by he was prompted 3 


i cauter! \ ae 5 San nll gar ue o oe by the several bomb incidents that | ind are taking a wide area around 
quatorial Africa, Running ; i ongs : ; , ete i bas 
gins. At Marigny, Paris, Feb. 20. Ufa production and nl Starring took place recently in the | each house. 

——- Lien Deyers and Johannes Riemann Dj- Hollywood theatre in his home Milton Feld, divisional director for 





. —— ae rection, Alfred Ziesler; scenari Yra ‘ 
A most interesting and realistic Arnold and Max ‘Feua name Aetna _— 


traveloy; of Central Africa, shown] Planer and Bernard Wentzel: sound, Di 
as first part of a program and de- Fomere Goldbaum; music, Otto Stransky. ° . 
‘ . Fs ; : t the Ufa-Co:mopolitan, N. Y., on gri F : 
gerving spec ial notice. Real educa-| iyo weexs eginalas ‘Feb. 2" Rainn b Sues Opposish, Circuit heads, however, prevailed , 
tional stuff without faking and with | time, 80 mins upon Feld to reconsidcr his intended Harry Goodman, of Philadelphia, 
= who posed as a dealer in buying 


rr 2 2 
Al photography. The film shows] Robert Lueders -+..- Johannes Riemann , By Gite zs : . ‘i 
d Hilde, his wife...........Blandine Ebinger ] ing erman ci withdrawal and to continue with his and selling theatres was found 


Publix of de luxe houses in the east, 


Promoter Jailed 
Easton, Pa., March %. 





endered his resignation last week. 


ec Jack Berman, local exhibitor, has 
is Ufa's swan-song as the- | filed suit against three competitor: 
the German company could fessibly Pathe and First National in viola- 
have thought up. It's exactly this| “0m of the Sherman Act. 

: Defendent exhibs are Harry Pop- 


best in some Central African tribes’ Liane Roland.....ccccsccceceee-ksden Deyers | duties, 

habits, which look like the probable] Attorney Gartz............. Heinz Salfner guilty by a Warren County jury on 

gurvival of mediaeval feudal cus-| Rasmussen ..... seeeeees-- Paul Hoerbiger 2 | a a charge of embezzling about $15,- 

toms imported there at the time of | 5P&Tlins ------+-+-++-.--Julius Falkenstein Los Angeles, March 7. | Indianapolis, March 7. 000 from three farmers. He was 
| 


Milion Feld arrived here and an- | sentenced to a jail term of two 
iounced that the Skouras-Publix | years by Judge Runyon. 

egime at the Indiana was at an Plea for a new trial was refused. 
nd. In future theatre will be op- | An appeal will be made, according 
rated by Publix. House staff will | to Goodman's attorney. Meantime, 


the Crusades, and as such of con- 

siderable educational interest. Here 
Explanations rhost-voiced and 

helped by relief maps. Mavi, 

















sort of meaningless, second-rate 1 “etai 00 ‘ is serv : se . 

TU SERAS DUCHESSE odebandline cae tan aimee tite to | Mien eee. Mi; obhden and Mets be retained. Goodman is serving his sentence. 

(‘You Will be a Duchess’) lose money fairly consistently in its Lasher. Berman claims they have —— — i 

(FRENCH-MADE) ig lad house. :. _ | three individua! theatres but or- 9 
Paris. Feb. 22. ciel Scheldungsgrund’ 1S still ganized a theatre corporation and ( 
, . » 26 another of the great series of musi- P oa0° 0 i i ‘ 

hs mage re =I - Aang il i age corte ang he cal comedy romances about the fel- bought * fourth theatre jointly a a a { 
rove ny Seat | ena gy yo ng F. low who wants to frame a divorce, order to obtain an unfair release | CI e “ te CHAIR DESIGNED 
Gromon. Recorded Western Electric. Run-| hires a girl to act as co-respondent clearance. | : 
ning tne $5 minutes, Paramount, Paris. | and eventually falls in love with the | | Berman's Meralta theatre fs al-| QI THE NEW EARL CARROLL 
Bias POWBOR. 666 06.00000000% Marie Glory | &irl. Done here in the usual Teu- | leged to have been pushed back | 
a Fernand Gravey | tonic manner with the light comedy | into a sixth run classification, while 
is a sseacenscesoes Pierre Etchepare — - an Mipprndithoegg pachyderm the rival trio’s Unique theatre, six 
Leon. .. af secccccccecceesPierre Feuillere reel hed ee eae ane blocks away on Kast First street 
DS < 6.60600%6 seeknneens Paul Clerget — : : further sapped his biz by cutting 
Whe DOctOr. ..cccccccccec . Jean Gobet | American songs as to be forgotten | , - ‘ 
TC. sducheehenedscat-caesa>4 Marty | the minute the picture is over. from 15 cents to a dime admission. 
Ser Ss ccs becoceceseceoed Andre Berley Lien Deyers and Johannes Rie- - LT 





Pi ’ KG eae mann are starred. Lien is a very 
This film was exceedingly well re- | cute little blonde lassie that may SKOURASES SURVEYING: 
9 


celved, audience laughing plenti-| some day be worth starring, and 


j fully, ending by giving the film a] Riemann is another German male. 
hand. Outside comment very favor- | You know he’s a German male the MAY ADD PAR UA, L A 
3 ad e | 


but doesn’t depend on these for “edit: » character ieveewes 
pe 1eseE r} a creditable character performance, United Artists, Los Angeles, within 


able, meaning much word of mouth| minute you look at him. Fortunately 

o) publicity. you don’t look at him often in pic- _ 
Reape are d from the sound and] tures seen on this side. Even Julius Skouras brothers will assume op- 
snoto point of view, picture is ay | Fe » »j ge rally ; 

| photo | f pict is okay | Falkenstein, who generally turns in eration of the Paramount and) 





draw. Audience, without knowing] is here quite, quite bad. %. 3 
it, enjoys the fast tempo of the film. In second-run nabe German a month, it is expected, with Ed) 
| What is more evident to them is its} houses the film may barely get by. Smith, former operator of the duet | 
good acting, and clever lines credit-| For a first-run house, at $1 a throw, for Pu'tix, sot in local chore. 
ed to Yves Mirande. This is really | it’s hopeless. Kauf. In view of a looked-for scarcity | 
a aes for what can be con- sininnnceninsiiaantcii of product, the Skourases may close | 
. sidered as a numerous crew of as- J f . 
33 ae 7 the U.A. over the summer. 
ae a and head- A PRIVATE SCANDAL Skourases spent the week-end in 
Story shows a wealthy but com-|_ Headline production and independent re- San Diego, inspecting F-WC thea- 


mon industrialist with climbing pro- | !¢48¢-_ Directed by Charles Hutchison from | tres in that vicinity and returned to 
: tory by . ‘rancis Natteford. Fea- , i 

pensities who wants his daughter | turing Marian Nixon and Lloyd. Hughes. | U A- yesterday (7) to delve into 

to marry a duke whose father ob-| In cast: Lucile Powers, Theodore von Eltz,| the affairs of Principal Theatres, a 

jects to the misalliance. Father ar- Maggy Hiers, Rh soggy eee —— Phil- subsidiary controlled by Mike 

ps, George Wells, Snowflake. At Loew’s “e * 

= " . New York one day, Feb. 26. Running time, Rosenberg and F-WC. During the 

75 minutes. day, they also held several meet- 

Scribblers for the indies don’t! ings with union officials regarding 

have to bother about the Hays Code, | geales in the L. A. territory. upholstered back ts covered with coral 


so it's all right for a district attor- Managers from the Arizona divi- | mobaiv plush of brilliant modernistic de- 
ney in this to fractionalize the sen-| cion are due in Wednesday (9) to| fe 4 Seat-is full spring Of maliress com- 
O th em 























| This chair invites patrons to relax, Heavy 














a pnd ne S cies pride omy take up their setup with the) fort edge type. Aisle lights are hidden, 
that the d.a. can become governor.| brothers. Following the survey of | eo 
The picture, even with this indie| the Arizona field, new operators a 
latitude, is machine-made and of | north. : : — : +s . — 
the stamp yarn variety; yet, there| First big house to feel the axe is| @A chair, beautiful in its simplicity, unique in its departure from 
is enough action to satisfy attend-| Loew’s State, with six people off | the ordinary. Achair, goodenough tobec osen from among many 
ances at grinds or neighborhood! the payroll. They are Wally| as the one meeting Mr.Carroll’s exactions and most in harmony 
houses that favor the two-for-one| schooler, assistant p. a. Jack withthe spiritand motifofEarlCarroll’s 
"ut even for the screen the gang | DOSeMbers. exploitation man, oS pride, the New Earl Carroll Theatre in 
‘ , Pedroski, auditor, a secretary, an r 
of crooks headed by Danny, modest- mg d the chief New York. Specially made by the 
ly interpreted by Lloyd Hughes, assistant manager an American Seating Company, 3000 of 
does unusual things. One minute | Usher. - & pany, 
they are working on Newport so- Westwood Village theatre, su- these chairs contribute greatly to mak- 
ciety. The next they are ducking] burban house recently closed, wil! ing this the peer of all legitimate play- 
cops and a train. Then, while wast-| be opened about Easter if present houses Dee aad roomy they are 
ing some time in a small town, they | jntentions materialize. . ’ 
as comfortable and sturdy as they are 
beautiful, with qualities which make 
for better acoustics and sound recep- 


drop in a courthouse and the leader Sox-West Coast managers and 
tion. To owners and managers who 
looking son of a local parson. 
| week-end in San Diego, where the 
ge > the lowdowr n the lad oat : . -w -hang : a 
etting the lowdown on the a0 | played units, goes bi-weekly change = cin she button. Presto?’ ments now obtainable in theatre seat- 


is so soft-hearted that he marries! ,..istants in the Los Angeles ter- 
hare are scash anaie te the able wish something outstanding in seating, 
| she married while jotting down pictures - f , c ‘ 
" notes on his confession to her d.a. 4 | A small battery flashlight emits ing. You are invited to avail yourself 
a shaft of light » patrons can 




















the orphan when he finds that is the ritory take cuts of 10% to 33% un-| 
which would have made worthwhile | Fox California was ordered re- we offer the facilities of this organiza- 


only way in which to save her from ae wie ree atte ; 

the reformatory, or the sadistic der Skouras' operation. Skouras 

brothers returned Monday from 
| FLORENCE material in the hands of a writer. | opened with pictures and Fanchon . ¢ ee tion of seating specialists, who for halfa 
The angle of the girl, for instance, |; Marco units. Fo theatre, which An innovation, indeed. A program ‘ : 
eas yp licht im the back of every sea, century have pioneered all the advance 








boss, could have been developed into | : ; ° ° ‘shout oblication. 
something big. | Hoblitzelle North read programs during dark scenes. of this service wit 54 
| But the build-up is in the usual 

Mentor of the Roxy ; 4 Karl Hoblitzelle, former owner of 


V 7 B ll |indie way. ‘The girl who hooks up| o e 
ersatile allet lw ith the crook never knows, but | the Interstate ¢ ircuit now leased by American Seating Company 


somehow or other always manages | RKO, is due in New York this week. 
ito get a job with a politician who| Purpose of the visit is a business 
|can make things easy for everybody | giscussion regarding rental adjust- 


4th Year at the World’s Largest Makers of Dependable Seating for Churches 





Theatre, iw hen she is allowed to find out. : | mentin of the Interstate theatres and Schools, and Theatres 
‘ “he 40) t “ac ,@ as e . 
| oir] aad Theodore von Eltz does the |oter operation detail, It is ex- General Offices: GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 
The Roxy, New York lb , role. pected that Hoblitzelle will return Branches in All Principal Cities 


'best he can with the d.a. ro ; : - 
i Waly. | home within the week, i 























THOSE FOUR SINGERS OF THE SOUTHLAND 


HALLELUJAH QUARTET 


CBS—KHJ RADIO m4 


Personal Representative, Herman Boxer—Exclusive Management, WM. MORRIS OFFICE 








Opening for Publix-B. & K., March 11th, Chicago Theatre, Chicago. 
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KEEPING UP 
WITH F. & M. 


What Stars and Grads of 
the Circuit Are Doing 
and Where and Why 


Lookers Grabbed 


That marvelous ‘line’ 
“Sketches” Idea will charm the 
tired business man via a new unit 
“Town and Country.” This 1s 
Larry Ceballos production with 
“Sketches” coming in from the road 
just in time for Larry to put these 
lookers into his new one. Beautiful 
Patsy Mason, F & M’s endurance 
record line captain, is rehearsing the 
girls “1 the new Ceballos routines. 


Zelda’s “‘Vacation”’ 


Zelda Santley goes with F & M 


“Veils” Idea, opening Loew’s State 
Los Angeles, this week. This spoils 
Zelda’s contemplated loaf with 
friends in Beverly Hills. And she 


just got off the train after ten 
months with “Vacation Days” Idea. 
Seems to be the studio plan ot to 
give the good ones like Zelda any 
rest between units. Santley’s in- 
imitable impersonations responsible 


Chi Admirers 


Gang-torn Chicago finds friends 
in Los Angeles. Manchester T).e- 
atre audiences rave over good eye- 
sight of Chicago beauty judges who 
selected “World’s Fair Idea” beauts. 
Bernie and Walker, just out of 
¥F & M “Tomorrow’s Stars,” pressed 
into service as temporary M. C’s for 
this premiere. Chicago winners got 
reception that would have delighted 
B & K pickers had they been there. 


F & M Cracks 


“In Crackerland,” Ralph Smith’s 
famous kolyum in Atlanta Journal, 
features hisfoOry of F & M as told 
Smith by Wally Decker and Lionel 
H. Keene. What happened was that 
Wally and Lionel were discussing 
the Ideas in Keene’s office when 
Roy Youngblood of the Fox steered 
Smith in. Somehow the talk turned 
to start and rise of F & M, and 
Ralph took it all down and printed 
it in his Atlanta landmark. 


Betty Receptions 


Charley Moyer of Inspiration, and 
Monroe Greenthal, United Artists, 
releasing Betty Compson’s latest 
talkie, “Silver Lining,” arranging 
private previews of this opus in all 
cities where Betty’s F & M Idea 
plays. Arranging to get Betty in 
person over to United exchanges, 
where tea and cake will be served 
to exhibitors and press. »Movie boys 
know their exploitation alphabet. 


Impartial? Natcherly! 


Bill Roddy of “Dream House” 
Idea says he had the most impartial 
audience in the world for special 
show in Washington, D. C.,. when 
company entertained The Barris- 
ters, composed of leading members 
of Washington bar, with twenty- 
five judges present. Sentence pro- 
nounced was “Excellent; come back 
again,” which won’t be possible, as 
F & M never repeat an Idea. 


Odds and Ends 


Doc Howe and Jack Partington 
back from swing around the Eastern 
circle, looking over the latest Ideas. 
Coast publicity department ar- 
ranged nice national hookup with 
Jantzen bathing suit people for Lot- 
tie Mayer, who is readying new 
diving girl Idea. Billy Gray added 
to “Rhapsody in Rhythm” as guest 
laugh-getter. Ramon and Virzinia 
rejoining “Exotique” Idea. 


Beats Morrison 

Tommy McAuliffe, famous arm- 
less golfer with Leonidoff’s “Stiteh 
in Time” Sdea, outputted Fred Mor- 
ris, celebrated Agua Caliente open 
champion, at Fox Hills Country 
Club, Los Angeles, last week. Holds 
club between chin and shoulder and 
shoots wicked 80 to 90 on any good 
course. What a publicity natural 
for the Pines, Bregers, Glenns and 
Kinzlers who make flesh artists 
“sell” their theatres. 



















CALIFORNI 


on the Fanchon & Marco route 








Thousands pay—you get paid—to see 
the Golden State... 


Snow-capped mountains . .. sun-kissed 
beaches... Hollywood’s movie studios... 
miles of orange groves...the giant red- 
woods of Yosemite...the 1932 Olympics 
. Catalina Island where the Cubs train 


...a short run into Mexico (Tia Juana, 


Agua Caliente)... 
See the state from north to south on 


the longest route in show business... 


Offices 
SAN FRANCISCO SEATTLE MILWAUKEE NEW YORK 
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BUYING GROUPS 
SPREAD AGAIN 
IN CHICAGO 


Chicago, March 7, 
Buying circuits, which were 
thought chilled as a snowball last 
year, have blossomed again in town 
and the result is & multi-sided bat- 
tle for exhib business among the 
various buying g.o2ups. Now in the 
field are Henri Ellman, associated 
in a vague way with the Illinois 
Allied organization; Jimmy Coston, 
who also heads the local Warner 
Bros. theatre division; Lou Rein- 
heimer, Floyd Brockell and Bob 
Lucas. Reinheimer and Brockell 
were once partners, but have split 
and each is now going for his 
own buying circle. Lucas is spe- 

éializing in out of town theatres. 
Inducements and promises are 
running wild along the row, each 
buying circuit offering fantastic 
benefits to the exhibs to switch over 
from a rival’s group. Most of the 
inducements run to promises of 
drastic reductions in prices for 
product, the cutting of protection 
from prior run theatres and the in- 
creasing of the protection time over 
subsequent run theatres. Exhibs, 
who are running wild themselves 
these days, are listening to all of 
them, the result being that the the- 
atres are being switched around 
from one circuit to another as if 

they were on a merry-go-round. 


Distribs Unexcited 


Exchanges, which formerly used to 
get excited about the buying cir- 
cuits, fearing that the large buying 
groups would blackjack their own 
way in prices and protection, are 
now sitting back and taking it easy, 
because the large number of cir- 
cuits cancel the effectiveness of any 
one of them. Exchanges insist that 
circuits will pay the same prices 
for film.as the individual theatres. 

Question of main interest along 
the row is where the coin in the 
circuits lies, since it is recognized 
that very few of the exhibs are pay- 
ing their weekly service fees to the 
Circuits, the fees ranging from $15 
to $25 a theatre. 


Maloy and All Chi Op. 
Union Heads Stay Put 


Chicago, March 7. 


Entire present administration of 
the local Operators’ Union was 
unanimously reelected for a five- 
year term, with Thomas E. Maloy 
continuing as business agent and 
chief factotum of the organization. 

Tom Reynolds remains as presi- 
dent of the union, with Hal John- 
stone, secretary, and Frank Clifford, 
assistant to Maloy. Right after the 
election Maloy was voted a new 
car and given the privilege of mak- 
ing his own choice. 

Maloy’s reelection as head of this 
local again puts at rest reports 
of his being drafted for the presi- 
dency of the IATSE. Maloy has 
repeatedly dismissed the idea of his 
being in the race for the interna- 
tional office and with Dick Green 
now offered the post Maloy states 
he’s in back of Green 100% and 
declaring his own opinion that the 
latter is the ‘most logical man for 
the job.’ 


Fox’s 3 in Utica to WB? 


Utica, March 7. 


Reported here that Warner Bros. 
are dickering to take over the three 
Fox theatres in Utica, the Avon, 
Utica and the Majestic (closed). 
Warner Bros. have one house here, 
the Stanley, which shifted last week 
from vaude and pictures to vaude 
for last half of week only. 














Nat’l Screen Halves Job 


Hollywood, March 7. 
National Screen Service will, in 
the future, split its trailer produc- 
tion between New York and here, 
according to Herman Robins, pres- 
ident, who is here to institute the 
Western production activities. 
New 
change is B’1 Quinn, who was in 
the same capacity with Advance 
Trailer before NSS took it over. 
cceeds Jack Fier, who had been 
in ae irge for the past seven years. 
Robbins remains here 
weeks longer. 


manager of the local ex-| 


LIBSON AS DIV. MGR. 


Assumes RKO Post for Cincy, Co- 
lumbus and Dayton 


Ike Libson has been appointed 
division manager for RKO of this 
circuit’s theatres in Cincinnati, 
Columbus and Dayton. Designation 
became effective Friday (4) with 
Max Halperin, city manager for 
Cincinnati under J. Firnkoess, be- 
coming assistant to Libson. Firn- 
koess retains his RKO jurisdiction 
over Cleveland, Akron and Youngs- 
tcwn., 

Libson formerly owned the houses 
in the first three named cities which 
RKO took over. He personally, 
however, retained Keith’s Cincin- 
nati in the original deal and this 
house is not affected by the new 
arrangement. 

The Libson houses, six in Cincin- 
nati, four in Dayton and two in 
Columbus, were sold by him and 
associates to RKO in June, 1930. 
He announces no changes in the 
present personnel unless necessi- 
tated by incompetency. Libson is 
transferring his office from _ the 
Keith building to his former quar- 
ters in the Palace theatre building, 
Cincinnati. 


I. Allied’s New Ward 
System; 15 Districts 








Chicago, March 7. 


Ostensibly to relieve the pressure 
on Aaron Saperstein, president of 
the local Allied, the [Illinois or- 
ganization is trying a new scheme, 
dividing the local territory of Al- 
lied into 15 districts with a ward- 
man at the head of each division 
These ward leaders are to inter- 
cept the petty problems of the in- 
dividual theatres and serve as con- 
tact between the president and 
these exhibitors. 


Although the 15-district plan is 
stated to be a means of preventing 
Saperstein from being flooded with 
individual problems, it is better un- 
derstood that the new district sys- 
tem is for the purpose of corralling 
new members and to perfect a 
dues-collection bureau. Under the 
new plan each ward-leader, it is 
understood, will be responsible for 
the dues of his district. 


New scheme by Allied is also 
aimed at the task of pulling new 
members into the ranks. Each 
wardman wil! have that as an ad- 
ditional job, to canvass all non-Al- 
lied indie spots in his district to 
sell them the Allied idea. 

Downstate Illinois is also being 
ogled as a field for additional mem- 
bers and revenue. Allied is making 
a special bow for the downstate 
exhibitors by promising that every 
third weekly board meeting will be 
entirely devoted to the problems, 
both group and individual, of the 
out-of-town situations. 

Present membership of the 
Illinois Allied organization totals 
to about 155, of which around 105 
are Chicago houses and the rest 
downstate. 

Allied’s convention in Detroit has 
been cut from three to two days, 





Snare Mail Racket as 
Evolved by Ad Man 


Toronto, March 7. 


A mail racket aimed at American 
advertising agencies, indie film 
chain officials, etc., ended with the 
arrest of Wilfred Eadie, 27, former 
advertising man, who evolved a 
scheme which might have netted 
him thousands. 

Sending out over 1,000 letter 
heads bearing the name of ‘W. 
Greenshields and Son, Ltd., Eadie’s 
method was to write ad agencies, 
indie film officials, etc., explaining 
that ‘their shipper had, by mistake, 
forwarded to the Greenshields Co. 
here a package of half tone cuts! 
Custom clerk, acting for the com- 
pany, the letter read, had paid $1.55 
import duty on the package before 
it was learned the parcel for his 
employer was not originally in- 
tended for him. Latter suggested 
that the package would be returned 
to the firm c.o.d. providing the $1.55 
claimed to have been paid as cus- 
toms duty, and an additional 45 


cents, was forwarded to pay the 
cost of return mail. 

Some firms who had not sent cuts 
in recent rionths investigated and 


wrote Toronto police asking if there 





several | 


were such a concern. Eadie con- 
fessed and was released on $10,000 
bail. A thousand letters were 
seized, most of which contained 
noney orders for $2.20 made pay- 
able to ‘G. W. Greenshields and 
Son, Ltd.” Another 1,499 letters are | 


{still outstanding. 





Virtue’s Reward 





Des Moines, March 7. 
Cc. J. Latta, former theatre 
manager who won famé a few 
years ago as the ‘honest movie 
man’ because he advertised for 
patrons not to attend his show, 
has affiliated with Warner 
Bros. in charge of Ohio the- 
atres. 
Headquarters in Cleveland, 











Div. Men Travel 


Closer contacts with the field for 
local study of situations is result- 
ing in frequent trips by Publix divi- 
sional directors, among five of whom 
the entire country is split. 

Three div. directors are away 
from New York for personal check- 
ups. Last week Milt Feld struck 
for Denver. Harry Katz, who has 
Indiana, Illinois and portions of 
Kentucky and Ohio, shot out for 
that part of the country, while 
Marty Mullins, over micwest and 
northwest, departed yesterday 
(Monday) for Minneapolis, from 
which he will make headquarters 
on trips into nearby territory. 


MEL HULLING WITH B. I. P. 


Los Angeles, March 7. 

After a couple weeks with Pacific 
coast exchanges, Mel .Hulling 
switched to head the two Atlas ex- 
changes, here and San Francisco. 
Hulling went with Pacific at the 
behest of Manny Brown, who then 
sold his interest out to his partner, 
M H. Hoffman. 

Atlas is handling Artclass and 
British International product, with 
the latter titled B. L P. American 
films. Joe Wolf is in charge of 
the Atlas 8S. F. office. 








B&K Goes Triple 


Exhibs Fail to Stop Epidemic 





‘Dempsey Returns’ Edited 
By P. A., Fight Spieler 


Hollywood, March 7. 

Collecting all available footage of 
Jack Dempsey in action, Curtis 
Benton, fight announcer, and Ar- 
thur Wenzel, publicity man, have 
edited it into a three-reeler and are 
handling their own bookings. 

Title is ‘Dempsey Returns,’ 
a dubbed monolog. 


with 





Eastman Theatre Test 


Rochester, March 7. 

With hundreds of managers’ ap- 
plications on file, group directing 
the Eastman theatre has decided to 
let Arthur See, secretary of the 
Civic Music Association, run the 
house for the present. 

See will divide his time between 
the theatre and the Eastman School 
of Music. It is planned to test pub- 
lic reaction to various types of en- 
tertainment before forming a defin- 
ite policy, and even then it will be 
elastic. 





Horwitz-Publix Expand 


Dallas, March 7. 
Will Horwitz, Houston’ exhib 
whose partnership with P-P served 


as basis for considerable ruckus in 
Texas not so long ago, is reported 
furthering the tie for proposed 
string of suburbans in that town. 

Horwitz is all set for the expan- 
sion, providing Publix contributes 
its share of the investments, 


Films as Indie 





+ 


Chicago, March 7, 

While exhibs in town are trying 
to extract themselves from a maze 
of price-slashing and triple-featur- 
ing, Balaban & Katz took the bull 
by the horns and is running three 
features on Wednesday and Satur- 
day at the colored Regal at a 
straight 25c admish. 

Move is looked upon with un- 
kindly eyes b: other exhibitors, es- 
pecially the opposition circuits, and 
it marks the first time for any 
circuit in this town to go toe tri- 
features. B. & K. has no alibi other 
than trying to get out from under 
in the colored spot on the south 
side that has been giving the com- 
pany plenty headaches, 


Owner of the property is said to 
be averse to the triple bills, claim- 
ing the colored layoffs in the neigh- 
borhood are using it as a flop joint 
for two bits. Sleepers have been 
discovered in the house from time 
to time. 

Meanwhile exhibs at large are 
still battling to straighten out the 
local situation. Several weeks ago 
a code of trade ethics was drafted 
and submitted at a general meeting, 
but up to the present time nothing 
has come of it. 








Don Hoobler A. W. L. 


Don Hoobler, division ad mana- 
ger for Harry Katz of Publix, is on 
an indefinite leave of absence due 
to illness. 

Jerry Delaney is pinch hitting for 
Hoobler. 








LOEW FRODUCTION 


“IMPRESSIONS OF 1932” 


(Mar. 5), Century, Baltimore 


WALTER DARE 


WAHL 


“The Original Fall Guy" 
biti EMMET OLDFIELD 


Dir.: Lyons & Ly & Lyons 


PAUL SMALL 


In Person 
Dir. : 3 Lyons & L; & Lyons 


RITA DE-LANO 


That Mountain of Blues 


Dir.: Lyons & Lyons 


FRANKIE FINN 


Dir.: Tishman & O'Neil 


Chester Hale’s Impression Girls 











A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“MAKE IT SNAPPY" 


(Mar. 5), Palace, Washington 


A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“CUBAN HOLIDAY” 


(Mar. 5), Valencia, __ Jamaica 











WOHLMAN 


Dir.: Johnny Hyde—Wm,. Morris Office 


BERINOFF and 
CHARLOT 


International Dancing Silare 


HECTOR 


AND PALS 
“Let That Airdale Out” 


MULROY, McNEECE 
& RIDGE 


Dir.: Johnny Hyde—Wm. Morris Office 











The International Comedy ¢ Couple 


CLIFFORD 


AND 


MARION 


Dir.: _Lyons & (eee 


0’Hanlon -- Zambuni 


DANCE CREATORS 
Smart and Sensational 
Dir. Charlie Yates 


THE 3 GOBS 


STILL WORKING 


Dir.: Nat Kalcheim—Wm. Morris Office 


JACK REID 
“SINGING THE BLUES" 


Dir.: Alex Hanlon & Sam Shepard 


CHESTER HALE’S SENORITAS 























LOEW PRODUCTION 


“FROLICS OF 1932” 


__s( ar, 5), Ohio, _ Columbus 


A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“STEPPING HIGH” 


__(Mar, 5), Loew's, Syracuse, New Vork 





A LOEW PRODUCTION 
Vaudeville Review 6th Edition 


(Mar. 5), Penn, Pittsburgh 














sTevVE FREDA = 
sonnnky PALACE 


Dir.: John Hyde—Wm. Morris Agency, Inc. 


PASQUALI BROS. 
JOYCE COLES 


“The Dancing Charmer” 


CARLOS PETERSON 
“Gyrations Galore” 


NICHOLAS DAKS 
“T wists and Turns” 


Chester Hale’s Frolic Girls 

















WM. and JOE 


MANDEL 


“Quiet Please’’ 


Bernard Burke; Jack_ Jack Curtis 


~ FLO MAYO 


“Walking back from an Airplane Ride” 


MILES and KOVER 


“Adagio Exotique” 
Dir.: Ned Dobson; Jerry Cargill Office 


LUCKY SEVEN TRIO 
EVANS—WEAVER—SAUNDERS 
“Dice Novelty” Conceived and 
Copyrighted by Dick Saunders 








CHESTER HALE’S ‘STEPPING HIGH’ GIRLS 


MURPHY 


with 


DICK and DOROTHY 


Dir.: Murphy & Daly 
AL and RAY 


SAMUELS 
JOHNNY HYMAN 


“Word Magician” 


Dir.: Lyons and Lyons 


DAVE TANNEN 


Koo Koo Komik 
Meyer North—Thanke Miss Gillman 


Chester Hale’s Vaudeville Girls 





Dir.: 











A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“WHIRLIGIGS” 


_ (Mar, 5), _Loew’s, _Jorsey 


4FLACH DEVILS 


S. W. WARREN c. Cc. GILL 
Cc. P. WADE c. A. BANKS 


“8 Feet of Flash” 


Per. Dir. Harry Romm 





A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“GET GAY” 


_Loew’s, — Rochester, New _York 2 


rr 


FROHMAN 


“The Prince of Pep” 


Per. Man., , Chas. — Yates 


_ (Mar. 5), 











BARTE“ARDEN 


Dancers of All 
TYPES, TINTS and TEMPOS 


VIOLA and JERRY 


Man to Gégolo”’ 
PAUL KEAST 
Dramatic Baritone 

Direction Lyons & Lyons 


From Cave 





| 
Chester Hale’s Whitligigs J}! 


THE GALENOS 


“An Athletic Touchdown” 


Dir.: Cc has. ates 


MAUREEN RIO 


“Personality Girl” 
Dir.- Phil Tyrrell 


DUGAN and HADLEY 


“A Cycle of Modernistic Impressions” 
Dir.- Harry Pincus 


Chester Hale’s “Get Gay” Girls 





A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“FORWARD MARCH” 


(Mar. 5), Capitel, New Ye York 


Terrell & Fawcett 


“Falling For You” 


Eddie Meyers 








Dir.: 


CANDREVA 
| 6 BROS 6 


Dir.: Cargill & 


LOYALTA’S 


“Arabian Stallions” 
Dir.: Chas. Yates 


Dobson 


CHESTER HALE’S 
FORWARD MARCH GIRLS 























leg 


win Aint 
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‘The Capitol, N. Y. has 5300 seats, 
It takes Big Pictures to play here for 
Two Weeks! 





Sa 





“Read that clipping 
‘ Rese interesting ! 





i | 


PICTURE AFTER PICTURE HOLDS OVER! 
The Capitol’s record for the past few months: 

2 WEEKS—THIS MODERN AGE (Joan Crawford) 

2 WEEKS—A FREE SOUL (Norma Shearer-Clark Gable) 

2 WEEKS—SUSAN LENOX (Garbo-Clark Gable) 

2 WEEKS-—SIN OF MADELON CLAUDET (Helen Hayes) 

2 WEEKS—POSSESSED (Joan Crawford-Clark Gable) 

2 WEEKS—PRIVATE LIVES (Shearer-Montgomery) 

3 WEEKS—MATA HARI (Garbo-Novarro) 

2 WEEKS—THE CHAMP (Wallace Beery-Jackie Cooper) 

2 WEEKS—EMMA (Marie Dressler) 


And Currently John and Lionel Barrymore 
in “Arsene Lupin” are Held Over 2d Week! 


GET READY FOR THESE: 

TARZAN, THE APE MAN (The Trader Horn of 1932) 

THE WET PARADE (M-G-M outsmarts the field again!) - 
JOAN CRAWFORD in “Letty Lynton”, JACKIE COOPER and 


‘CHIC’ SALE in “Limpy’—GRAND HOTEL (Garbo, John Barrymore, 
Joan Crawford, Wallace Beery, Lionel Barrymore 


appenin 


UNDER YOUR NOSE 


Tuesday, March 8, 1932 































= 


MOTION PICTURE 


AILY 


March 2, 1932 


; EEKLY change 
houses don’t have to ring in new bills 
every seventh day when enough 
quality product comes their way. 


| |ample of the Capitol right on Broad- 
way which, by one week from tomor- 
row, will have played five pictures in 
ten weeks. “Mata Hari” stuck it out 
for three- weeks; “The Champ’ 


Courageous,” one, and now “Arsene 
Lupin,” two. Decision to hold over 


yesterday on the strength of the 
| opening day’s business, the barometer, 


this kind. 
v 


\ \ HAT has been hap- 
pening under your nose at the Capitol 
is potentially far more significant 
than the actual performance, although 
the money that has been passing 
through those busy ticket booths at 
Broadway and 51st cannot be ignored; 
it’s that formidable. 

It occurs to us that the episode, 
reasonably, might be constryed as in 
indication of what exhibition at large 
may become when Hollywood supplies 







system of two or more week runs 
possible. 

Today, to narrow the matter down, 
there are many pictures that get one 
day in a theatre when easily they are 
worth more. Just why a _ specific 
engagement is limited to the one day, 
is something that has never been 
entirely clear to us, unless it repre- 
sents a perfunctory kowtow in the 
direction of long-established trade 
custom, 







If the argument holds for the daily 
change house, it should be applicable 
to the weekly change theatre, always 
bearing in mind, naturally enough, 
that pictures which are good for a 
second week come along entirely too 
infrequently. 











The Extended Run 
Habit’s a Cinch with 


METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER 


: phe Pal OF) 


There is‘the living, breathing ex- |< 


played two; “Emma,” two; “Lovers | t 
the brothers Barrymore -was reached | i 


as usual, in arriving at decisions of | i 








enough real. attractions to make a/|f 
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igs Feendey. March 8, 1932 





VARIETY 








BRING BACK TH 
THE CROWDS 








of 1919 —and “Broken Blossoms”’ 
of 1921 —and “‘Tol’able David” 
of 1927-—and “Patent Leather Kid’’ 


OF i aS and °° ier ee 








3 3 
3 : S35. PS 
ee : 
: # 


code?... It sets a new world’s record for 





The secrets of a famous surgeon’s past. He had made a 


name for himself—but the name was another man’s! What 





or any other.”—1. A. Examiner 
“Grippingly interesting.”—1. a. news 
“Terrific in intensity.” —x. a. Recora 


talking screen.”—n. Y. World-Telegram 


every reel.’’—n. y. Graphic 





a 


with Marian Marsh, Norman Foster, and 


hidden evil drove him to defy the world’s most sacred Great Cast. Directed by Michael Curtiz 


suspense! 








And All Over Broadway - - [t’s 


WARNER BROS. WEEK! 


5 Simultaneous Successes in Ace Houses - - 


Arliss in “Man Who Played God”. at Warner Theatre—"Heart of New York” at the 
Strand—” Alias the Doctor’* at the Winter Garden—" Union Depot’" at the State—. 
Joe E. Brown in-"Fireman._ Save My Child””*- att the Hippodrome. » ». 


SviTAGRApn, we,” oxprmieuToRs™ 


_DOCTOR’”. 


FROM LOS ANGELES- 


“One of the best dramatic pictures of this season 


TO NEW YORK- 


“Vastly interesting film. Compelling. Exceedingly 
moving. Gripping climax.’’—n. y. Daily News. 


“One of the best Barthelmess has contributed to the 


ITS ONE LONG 
RAVE FOR THIS 
FIRST NATIONAL HIT! 


* A First 


cause 
= 





“K plot that is different and action that holds through 








» >». 
Natloaal 
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VAUDEVILLE 


Tuesday, March 8, 1932 





Fear Collections, 


| Benefits Wont Be 


Enough for NVA 


Unable to devise any other mean 
the NVA Fund 
cided to resort to the usual charity 
appeal and 
1932-1933 maintenance 
$300,000 is needed 
of the NVA Saranac sanitarium and 
the New York social and benevolent 
ends. 

Drive date is the week of April 
16. Major circuits and independents 


directors have <de- 


audience collections fo. 


for joint 


will participate, or approximate} 
2,000 theatres in all. 

All other plans for raising funds 
were called impractical and _ set 
aside last week in favor of the hat 


The 


idea, a 5c tax on 


passing routine. principal al- 


ternative theatre 


tickets, was tabled by the circuits 

In addition to the _ collections, 
there will be the usual benefit 
shows in three or four key cities, 


NVA 
raised 


although it iS feared by the 
directorate that the 
in this manner 
necessary gross. 
mentary fund raising are 
being discussed, among them the 
sale of NVA buttons or tags within 
the show trade. 

Major Donovan, of the 
Managers’ Association, is 
handling the drive. 


money 
reach the 
Hence, 


may not 
supple- 


schemes 


Variety 


again 


Chi Musicians’ Union 
Forces Amateur Shows 
Out, Regular Vaude In 


Chicago, March 7. 

Taking a heavy slap at the cheap 
amateur nights that have been 
passing as vaude at some of the 
local neighborhood houses, Jimmy 
Petrillo of the musicians’ union, 
last week put into effect a ruling 
that will likely put neighborhood 
vaude on a more solid basis. Ruling 
states that any house playing more 
than two acts must use at least 
four musicians in the pit. 

This wipes out the amateur festi- 
vals with acts at $1 a head, which 
ereak along with a piano perched 
somewhere in the pit or stage for 
the sole accompaniment. 4 

This ruling has always been in 
the union regulations but Petrillo, 
at the request of the amateur 
bookers, let the clause go unen- 
forced. Sut instead of helping 
vaude conditions the piano-grind- 
ing made things worse. 

Several neighborhood spots have 


already started out on the right 
path since the ruling went into 
effect again, tossing out the ama- 
teur bookers and turning their 
stages over to standard vaude 


offices. Houses figure that if they’re 
spending real coin for musicians 
they might as well do the job right 
by using real acts. 





Postpone Radio Idea 
Pending Marco’s Arrival 


Fanchon & Marco's plan to book 
a radio band and radio acts into 
the Skouras Park Plaza, Bronx, has 
been postponed until Marco arrives 
in New York. F. & M. plans to 
make the Park Plaza the first radio 
theatre playing ether 
solely and broadeca ng 
rect from the stage. 

Delay in the plans caused 
by the Skouras’ unwillingness to 
meet the right 
wants names 


attractions 
them di- 


was 


cost 
radio only. 


MAY WESTWARD—MGM 


George booking 
office ‘eaves for Hollywood this 
week for a job in the Metro studio. 
His family will go along. 

May is an assistant booker: 
Loew vaude office. 


May of the Loew 


in the 


NEW POLICY AND A CLOSING 


Williamsport. Pa., 


March 7. 


February saw the passing of 
vaudeville in this city. The Capitol. 
Publix, ran four acts for one half 

A stage band takes its piace 
Prices also cut. 

The Majestic, which tried yaude 


for over a month, and several weeks 
at pictures, has closed and will be 
dark for the present. C. B. 
of Somerset. who had leased t) 
theatre has reiurned to his home. 


Pascoe 


oa a = a 


Around | 


support | 


now. F. & M.| 


Try to Fill Unit Gap 


Spokane, March 7. 
Forrest, of RKO, is work- 
this territory in an attempt 
up a route of one and 
independent stands for 
out of the 


Ernie 
ing in 
to line 
day 
ville 
| office, 
| 





vaude- 





booking Chicago 


RKO 


straight pictures 


Change of the local Or- 


| pheum to this 
another week of the in- 
and 
Paul and Sea 
attempting to fill up 
tentatively set 
Duluth, 
Mont., and 


week cut 
} tact route 


between St. 


wide 


ttle 


leaves a 


rest is 
time. So far 
t days in 
in Billings, 
Fargo, N. D. 


Forrest is 


hree one or 


one 


working on a 14 
day road show for one day 
ltowns from Chicago to Eau Claire, 
Wis... with Dick Hoffman booking 
out of the RKO Chi bureau. 
drop-out 
weeks open for the inta 
St. Paul and Seattle. 
route next to impossible for acts. 
Another three week cha 
town lies between 


also 


three 


cts between 


| 

jon | 
Spokane's leaves 
| 

] 


sm on the 
| intact Cleveland 
and Minneapolis, caused by 
to straight pictures in 
Milwaukee. 


j 
} 


‘One Coin Act Replaces 


| Four Locals with Intacts 


San Francisco, March 7. 
One money act instead of four 
Coast-booked turns is now being 


used by RKO to augment the east- 


ern vaude units playing the Pacific 
slope. 
Newest on a list of talent are 


Gene Dennis, currently at the Gol- 
den Gate, and Bob and Gale Sher- 
wood and band, slated for next 
week, Several picture people are on 
the calendar. 

RKO, with a budget 
four local acts, has found book- 
ings tough. sudget is now upped 
several hundred for one good turn. 


Move Whiteman Up 


Paul Whiteman’s $7,500 New York 
Palace booking has been set ahead 
a week to the March 19 bill. Jack 
Haley and Benny Rubin, in the Pal- 
ace next week (12) with Russ Co- 
lumbo, holdover for Whiteman. 
Up to yesterday (Monday) no 
femme name had been set for the 
Haley-Rubin-Columbo show,  al- 


of $700 for 





though one was wanted. Gladys 
Giad had been submitted at $750, 
but the deal flopped. Miss Glad 


(Mrs. Mark Hellinger) had arranged 
to leave the ‘Follies’ before its 
Baltimore closing to go into the 
Palace if booked. 





Luescher Moves 


Mark Luescher moved out of the 
advertising - publicity - exploitation 
department at RKO headquarters 
Saturday (5) to an office on the 11th 
floor of the Palace theatre building, 
New York. 

Migration is for Luescher to 
handle publicity under S. L. Rotha- 
fel for Rockefeller City and RKO 
interests, 


Conn Three More 


has picked up the CBS 
period for three additional 
weeks after Buffalo. Camel radio 
group, now with RKO, plays its 
first Publix date at the Buffalo, 
Buffalo, April 5. 

Arrangement for Buffalo is the 
same as with RKO, $8,500 per and 
a split above the average egercss, 





Publix 
Camel 





Publix | 


Dayton and | 


Between St. Paul-Seattle 


two | 


two | 
, } 
aay 1n| 


jing on the 
It makes the | it looks as if the house will do 


change iz 





New Era 
Los Angeles, March 7. 

Feeling that the Orpheum’s 
presentation in tab form of 
‘Lysistrata’ is an effort to edu- 
eate the public, Arthur Collins, 
local producer, is offering pic- 
ture tab version of 


houses & 


Steubenville Makes Pitt 


Pittsburgh, March 7. 
Acts being booked into the Stan- 





Fata Morgana.’ 








| 





RATING BY 1 MINUTE} 


} 
Los Angeles, March 7. | 

‘Lysistrata,’ playing in 
at the RKO Orpheum four times 
daily, is classed as vaudeville by 
Equity through running under one 
I Presentation in reduced form 


tab form |} 


hour. 
consumes 59 minutes. 

Cast members are not complain- 
multiple shows daily and 





i services for 


“LIZZIE GIVEN VAUDE 


gap | 
For- 
that 
are 


iformers, but to no 


are doomed to disappointment. 
Shows are being sent intact to 
| Steubenville, O., every Sunday. 


Contracts are supposed to specify 
seven days if requested, 
haven't 
attention to this clause, 
figuring Pittsburgh a six-day 
town and letting it go at that. Said 
to have been many kicks from per- 


yut the performers been 
paying any 


most 


avail. 
take the troupes from 
Steubenville. 

STAHR STAYS 
March 7. 
scenic artist with 
who was originally  in- 
the production depart- 
of outs through the in- 


Chicago, 

Leo 
B.&K., 
cluded in 
ment's list 


Stahr, 








failed to make good as draws or 
acts. A list of attractions played 
during the past year runs with this 
story. It contains the ‘names of 
some 80 odd acts whose stage sala- 
ries were $2,000 or over. 

Of those listed, the largest in- 
dividual group (21) came from pic- 
tures. Majority were of question- 
able stage merit and were booked 
and played for name value only. 
The musical stage supplied the 
second largest number of $2,000 and 
over attractions, with radio third. 
Vaude Meagre 


The oddity is that the vaudeville 
and presentation field itself con- 
tributed only 17 of the listed money 
names for headlining in the vaude- 
ville and _ presentation theatres. 
Also on the list are four nite club 
names, one legit actress and six at- 
tractions whose theatrical connec- 
tions were vague and are therefore 
classified as a group under the 
‘freak’ heading. ; 
Besides leading in the number of 
names provided, the picture field 
also caysed the stage to part with 
the highest salaries. Maurice Cheva- 
lier and the Marx Bros.’ $10,000 each 
for a week's work topped the salary 





'$14,009 thia week, bigger than] coming Loew units at the Oriental, 
| ‘Lucky Day,’ the Negro musical t2 remaining with the organization. 
which preceded it at this usually | Stahr has been with B.&.K. for 
traight picture house. | more than 10 years. 
D j Salari 
(Continued from page 1) list. Eddie Cantor who may also 


be said to be from the same 
was a close second at $8,800. 
The top radio attraction’s stage 
salary is the Camel Quarter Hour’s 
$8,500 guarantee on its current per- 
centage dates. Morton Downey, of 


field, 


this troupe, received $4,500 single 
for stage work on several occasions 
during the year. Radio's second 
highest was Amos ‘n’ Andy's $7,- 
500. Legit’s one and only above 
$2,000 was Helen Gahagan at $2,- 
500. 


Highest salary drawn during the 
year by an exclusively pop stage 
name was $7,500 for the Ted Lewis 
band although among the strictly 
vaudeville acts, Olsen and Johnson 
and the Weaver Bros. topped the 
field at $5,000 each. 

Such non-theatrical ‘freak’ names 
as Primo Carnera, pug, and Jim 
Londos, wrestler, both hit the 
$5,000 mark, while Walter Win- 
chell, newspaper columnist, out- 
drew his profession at $3,500. 
Marion ‘Kiki’ Roberts, whose claim 
to fame was that she was the 
sweetheart of the late Jack Dia- 
mond, got $4,200 for a week's stage 
work, while the same gangster’s 
legal wife received $1,500 for the 
same thing. 











AIR TEAM’S LOEW DA7% 

Col. Stoopnagle and Buda, ¢ 
|; comedy team, will play one we \ 
| for Loew at the Century, Baltimore. 
the week of March 25. Team is 
currently at the RKO Albee, Brook- 
jlyn, and wind up for RKO there. 


Loew has options on the radio 
team after 3altimore, with that 
booking a show date to see what 


the air pair can draw out of town. 
Wire charges from Baltimore 
during the week for Procter & 
| Gamble, which sponsors Stoopnagle 
| and judd over CBS twice weekly, 


| will be paid by the radio act. 





| GETS CONTRACT BACK 

Patsy Ruth Miller requested and 
received her } with 
Lyons & She is now booked 
by William Morris for personal ap- 
pearances. Picture girl will 
Leonard Sillman in her act, 
is due to open shortly, 


contract back 


Lyons. 


have 


which 


Miss Miller was first signed by 
Mlizabeth O'Reilly of the L&L coast 
office. 


. 





| 
} 








Salaries of ‘Names 

Classified in parenthesis according to performer’s field. P, pic- 
ture; R, radio; M, musicals; V, vaudeville; L, legit; N, nite clubs; 
F, ‘freak’. These are salaries paid. Not asking prices. 
Amos and Andy (R) ...... $7,500 Ted Lewis band (V) ...... $7,500 
Louis Armstrong band (N) 2,500 Beatrice Lillie (M) ....... 4,500 
Phil Baker (M) .....ee+ee-+ 4,000 Guy Lombardo band (R).. 6,000 
James Barton (M) ........ 4,000 Jim Londos (F) ....... «e+ 5,000 
Jack Benny (V) ...-eseceese 2,000 Vincent Lopez band (R) .. 4,000 
Ben Bernie band (R)....... 6,000 Abe Lyman band (N) ..... 4,400 
Boswell Sisters (R) ..++++. 3,000 Dorothy Mackaill (P) ..... 4,000 
Bradna Circus (F) ..ese.-. 6,500 Marx Bros. (P & M) ...e0e 10,000 
El Brendel (P) ...ccccccccee 2,500 Ethel Merman (M) .esooee 2,500 
Joe E. Brown (P) ..cocceee 6,250 Mills Bros. (R) .esccccccce 8,000 
Irene Bordoni (M) ....+... 3,000 Pepper Martin (F) ........ 3,000 
Cab Calloway band (R) .... 5,000 Borrah Minevitch (V) .... 2,500 
Camel %4 Hour (R) ........ 8,500 Tom Moore and Alice Joyce 
Eddie Cantor (M & P) .... 8,800 Dy Pere ere ee re rere cooee 2,000 
Primo Carnera (F) ....... 5,000 Moran and Mack (V) ..... 2,500 
Maurice Chevalier (P) .... 10,000 Rosita Moreno (V & P) ... 2,000 
Clark and McCullough (M) 4,000 Helen Morgan (M) scooe 3,000 
Russ Columbo (R) ........ 2,000 J. Harold Murray (M) .... 2.750 
Joe Cook (M) cocccccccce 5,500 Ken Murray (V) cecccccce 4,000 
Jackie Cooper (P) ...++-.. 7,500 Mae Murray (P) ......s2. 3,000 
Bing Crosby (R) ....... coo | 6OOe EO NOME Ce ce veccice »» 5,000 
Clayton, Jackson, Durante Olsen and Johnson (V) .. 5,000 

COON  eaneeseuens ses ey 5,500 Esther Ralston (P) ....... 3,500 
Morton Downey (R)....... 4.500 The Revellers (R) ........ 3.500 
James Dunn (P) .......... 2,000 Harry Richman (M) ...... 5,000 
Duke Ellington band (R).. 5,000 Marion ‘Kiki’ Roberts (F).. 4,200 
Ruth Etting (M) ......... 4,500 Edward G. Robinson (P) .. 5,500 
Fay and Stanwyck (P) .-.. 8500 Dr. Rockwell (V) .......+2 2,500 
Helen Gahagan (L) eeeosee 2,500 Benny Rubin (V & P).... 2,000 
Joe Frisco (V) ...-cccccecese 2,900 Singer's Midgets (V) cece. 3,000 
Billy Gaxton (M) ..ccoccee 2,600 Shaw and Lee (V) .eccoce 2,500 
Gene and Glenn (R) eesecee 5,000 Kate Smith (R) .....cecece 6,000 
‘Girl Crazy’ (M) .esccecsseee 8,500 Lilyan Tashman (P) eeccoe 5,000 
Mitzi Green (P) eeeccessce 2,500 Estelle Taylor (P) eecccccee 3,000 
Texas Guinan (N) .cccceee 5,000 Norma Terris (M) ccecceoe 3,500 
Jack Haley (BM) ...ccccces 2,000 Thurston (V) ..... ccesccece 8,000 
Horace Heidt band (V) .... 4,250 Sophie Tucker (V) ..csecee 3,500 
EU Holt CY) ovccsccccces 6,600 Rudy Vallee (R) ..ccccccce 4,500 
Hot From Harlem’ Unit Chic Sale (V & P) cccocs - 3,900 

CV) cece Bocseccecces eeeeee 5,500 Waring’s Penns band (V).. 6,500 
Harriett Hoctor (M) ...se. 2,500 Weaver Bros. (V) - 5,000 
George Jessel (V) ccccccsce 4,000 Alice White (P) ......... » 2,500 
Helen Zane (M) ccccceceee 4,000 Paul Whiteman band (R).. 7,500 
DenniMKing (M) ceccceses 2,000 Walter Winchell (F) ..... - 3,500 
Bert, Stee. (OED occscdecsveseo GEOG: EA Wenn (OOD. vis vecdcccccs 7,500 


A 7-Day Wk. for Acts 


ley (WB) expecting a six-day week 


Busses | 


Pittsburgh to | 








Agents Protest 
Vaude Bookings 
By Air Bureaus 


——» 


A mass protest against the vaude.- 
ville operations of the two principal 
radio networks, NBC and CBS, will 
be discussed at a meeting of the 
RKO agents’ association 
| Charge is that the networks’ artist 


|! bureaus, through their RKO vaude.- 
| 


this week. 


ville ageney francises, enjoy an un- 
fair advantage over the other RKO 
agents in the stage booking of radio 
talent. 

Discussion of individual agency 
grievances against the radio chains 
is being reserved for the meeting. 

One claim of the agents is said 
to be that many radio acts do their 
stage business through the 
agencies in order to protect 
selves on the ether end. Other com- 
plaints involve the grabbing of acis 
from authorized vaudeville 

sentatives by radio interests. 
One recent case concerned NBC 
and the Jimmy Plunkett agency. 
The act was Landt Trio and White, 
playing the New York Palace 
week. The network artist 
and the RKO agency are reported 
splitting the commission although 
the latter originally claimed it was 
exclusively authorized to 
the act, 


radio 
them- 


repre- 


this 
bureau 


represent 


RKO Notice Says 
Put It in Writing 
. Or It Don’t Count 


An official notice, signed by 
Hiram 8S. Brown and Martin Beck, 
has been posted on the bulletin 
board of the RKO New York book- 
ing floor stating everything must be 
in writing or it’s no go. 

Whether or not the notice has a 
bearing on the Texas Guinan affair 
wasn’t stated. Miss Guinan, play- 
ing the New York Palace this week, 
charged the Palace with deliberately 
going back on its word. Before 
Miss Guinan signatured her Palace 
contract she was guaranteed equal 
billing with Frank Fay and Bar- 
bara Stanwyck, holding over. When 
the billing went up Saturday morn- 
ing, Miss Guinan discovered she 
wasn't getting an even break in the 
wording. She refused to go on Sat- 
urday until the theatre called in the 
sign painters and changed all lights 
and billing to comply with her dee 
mands and the theatre’s promise. 
The notice to bookers and agents 
reads in part: 

‘To guard against misunderstand- 
ings you are cautioned that verbal 
commitments, or verbal promises of 
bookings, or of prospective routes, 
are not valid and will not be rec- 
ognized, Only agreements and un- 
derstandings reduced to writing and 
duly signed by an authorized rep- 
resentative of the company, will be 
effective and binding.’ 


Pitt Stanley Trying 
8-Act Vaude Revue 


Pittsburgh, March 7. 

Stanley is experimenting this 
week with an eight-act vaude re- 
vue instead of regular presentation. 
Dick Powell stays on, not as an 
m. c., but as an act. If policy clicks 
it stands a good chance of becom- 
ing permanent. 

Line-up includes Al K. Hall, Hill 
and Hoffman Liazeed’s Arabs, Slade 
Brothers, Betty and Jerry Brown 
and Carlton Emmy. Chorus also 
being used as single unit. Stanley 
is a Warner Bros. house. 





MORTON-PARKS DISSOLVE 


Claiming illness, Martha Morton 
dissolved her partnership with 
Eddie Parks in St. Paul last week 
and returned to New York. 

Act had about 15 weeks to go 
on the intact route. RKO canceled 
the bookings when Miss Morton 
said she was unable to continue. 
Parks is trying to locaie a new 
partner. 





AGNES AYRES’ TRYOUT 
Agnes Ayres is breaking in @ 
presentation act in Germantown, 
Pa., next week, with Bobby Jack- 
son assisting as m. c. 
Louis Cline wrote 
, act. 


and 





produce da 
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Tuesday, March 8, 1932 


NO MORE RUN 
BILLS FOR 
PALACE 


The Jack Haley-Benny Rubin- 
Russ Columbo combination, booked 
for two weeks (March 12-19), will 
mark the end of the run policy at 
the RKO Palace, New York. There- 
after the Palace, under a new book- 
er, George Godfrey, will revert to 
its former week-to-week basis. 

Long run shows, and the first 
complete holdover of a Palace bill, 
started last fall when the Holtz- 
Gaxton-Kate Smith show, booked 
for one week, ran eight. Later, 
Cantor and Jessel duplicated this 
run, while more recently Holtz and 
Warner Brothers installed a simi- 
lar policy at the Hollywood, New 
York. 

To Rubin-Haley-Co- 
lumbo lineup, the Palace has the 
Paul Whiteman band booked for 
week ol March 26 at $7,500. 


follow the 








$2.50 Top, Reserved 
Seats, Subscriptions 


In Radio City Hall 


Scale likely to be approved 
standard for Roxy’s all-stage house 


as 


in Radio City is $1 maitinees and 
$2 nights, with a tilt of 50c for 
Saturdays, Sundays and holidays. 


House, without any films, will play 
two shows daily only, exploited as 


an international music hall. All 
seats will be reserved. 
Under intentions, Roxy will try 


a subscription plan for the house. 

Final name for the theatre, to 
seat 6,500, has not as yet been de- 
termined. In view of a desire to 
lend the music hall angle, Roxy’s 
International Music Hall is leaned 
to distinctly at this time in prefer- 
ence to calling the house merely 
the Roxy. Due to length of the 
four-word name, it may be cut to 
merely Roxy’s Music Hall. 

Theatre is to be delivered com- 
plete to RKO by Oct. 15. On or be- 
fore this date, the contractor has 
to have the house completely built, 
Wit® stage ready for use, carpeting 
laid, etc. Doubt is stili expressed 
as to whether it will open before 
Christmas with a view to avoiding 
usual pre-holiday theatre slump. 

Stage will be the largest in the 
world. It will measure 143 feet 
wide and 62 feet deep. Proscenium 
opening, under specifications, will 
be 60 feet high and 100 feet wide. 
Additionally, stage will-have a re- 
volving turntable 44 feet in di- 
ameter, largest ever installed. 

Pit is being built to accommo- 
date 65 musicians. 


Edelsten Leaves L. & L.; 
Files Suit for $9,500 


Willie Edelsten has split away 
from the Lyons and Lyons agency. 
He is on his own as a casting 
agent and has started suit for the 
recovery of $9,500 allegedly due 
from L. & L. plus $550 claimed to 
be owed him by Sam Lyons. Latter 
sum is cited as a loan. 

Edelsten asserts the $9,500 is for 
unpaid salary and money advanced 
to the Lyons and Lyons office. 

He was formerly associated with 
Jenie Jacobs, agent, and had been 
with Lyons and Lyons for nearly 
three years, 

Rosen, Salvin’s Claims 

Matty Rosen, now with the Irving 
Yates office and until recently with 
Lyons & Lyons, has also started 
action against Lyons & Lyons 
claiming about $8,500 due him. Sam 
Salvin, who about two years ago 
sold out his 50% interest in the 
Lyons & Lyons office, is another 
former Lyons member who claims 
money due him. Salvin, according 
to reports, alleges $15,000 due from 





L. & L. 
All three, Edelstein, Rose and 
Salvin, are now jointly trying to 


Settle their actions out of court. 

A settlement was recently ef- 
fected on Rosen’s claim but Lyons 
& Lyons defaulted on the payments. 

Mrs. Shayne Loses Sight 
Wife of Al Shayne was stricken 


blind last week and is at Bellevue | 


hospital. 
Shayne, formerly of vaudeville 
team Matthews and Shayne, has 


een confined in a Philadelphia san- 
‘arium for several years. 








Ritz Boys Play 3 
Days Gratis to 
Get Palace Week 


——_ 


Ritz Bros. played the last half last 
week for nothing at the RKO Coli- 











| 


SHUBERT RADIO SHOW OFF 


Equity Classes It As Legit Try, So 


No 2-A-Day 
Equity’s regular legit classifica- 
ion of the Shubert’s proposed 


‘Radio Personalities’ revue has 
forced abandonment of the venture. 
It was the show that Arthur Klein 


attempted to interest B. S. Moss 
in some time ago. The Shuberts 
intended to produce it in conjunc- 
tion with Phil Cook, radio 
ind the f e's star 

The Shuberts figured a non-legit 


rating would permit 14 
ances a week at two-a-day, ir 
cluding S1 Equity ruled that 


its book placed the show in the leg 


pertorm 


indays 


class, which limited the playing 

| the regular six nights and 

} matinees. On that basis the shoy 
couldn't get by, the producers de 
clared, 





| 


seum, New York, in order to get 
into the Palace this week. First in- 
Stance on record of a standard act 
playing a major circuit theatre 
|} sratis in a regular engagement, al- 
|} though the boys didn’t know thev 
were not to be paid until they saw 
the contract. 

George Godfrey took over the 
| Palace and New York RKO vaude- 
ville book Monday (29) and the Ritz] 
matter happened two days later. | 
The Ritzes were booked three days 
in advance for the Palace and 
wanted a few shows under their 
belt. 

Before going into the Palace 
some acts, after layoffs, will play 
one or two shows at an outlying 
theatre for preparatory purposes. 
The Ritzes first decided to follow 
this custom, but later agreed to play 
| three regular days instead ‘We'll 
|play ’em for nothing,’ they said 
| meaning that they’d go in for less| 
| than their standard salary just for | 
the break-in. 

But Godfrey evidently took the} 
statement literally, rubbing out a 
regular salaried act previously 
booked for the Coliseum and pen- 
ciling the free act in that spot, 
thereby saving around $300 on the 


show. 

When the Ritz boys learned they 
were playing the Coliseum for noth- 
ing, Just to get a week at the Palace, 
they squawked plenty. But they 
were said to have been advised that 
Palace week depended the 
no-pay date at the Coliseum 


the on 


BIG PUSH FOR LESS 
COSTLY ETHER NAMES 


Radio personalities and _ lesser 
radio people with a moderate ether 
rep, and most importantly, at a 
moderate stage salary, are now be- 
ing given the big push for personal 
appearances, Vaudeville and pres- 
entation houses are strong for less- 
er famed radio people because tiey 


don’t go in for those telephone 
number salaries, The broadcasting 
stations’ artists’ bureaus are co- 


operating further by propogandiz- 
ing against the staggering salaries 
which have fallen to the lot of the 
names, 

Stations are frank that even bids 
for $25 fer a club date are as po- 
litely referred to the artist, and 
more often the performer does not 
suff at this extra revenue, 

Alice Joy (Frances Holcombe), 
Ralph Kirberry (the Dream Singer), 
Frances Langford (WOR), Landt 
Trio and White, current at the Pal- 
ace, New York, along with Phil 
Cook, Ponce Sisters, ‘Sisters of the 
Skillett,’ et al., who have been out 
before, are now set for RKO vaude 
or other stage bookings. 





Exchange Rate Influences 
Ben Blue to Cancel 


Ben Blue has cancelled _ six 
months of booking in England due 
to the differences in the exchange 
rates. Blue figured he would lose 
about 30% and has decided to wait. 
He was booked to sail April 8 to 
open at the Palladium, London. 


Numerous other American acts 
have turned down European en- 
gagements recently for the same 
reason. 





No Changes 


All quiet in the RKO booking of- 
fice last week with no more changes. 
Plenty of rumors but Martin Beck 
denied them all, stating no further 
personnel moves will take place, 

Another though minor addition to 
the booking staff is Mickey Aldrich 
as an assistant to George Godfrey. 
Aldrich was with Godfrey in his 
agency. 

Reade After Carroll 

Walter Reade has 
tiations with the Earl Carrol Real- 
ty Co., controlling the Carroll, for 
a lease on the house, but because 
of the overhead on rent and opera- 
ition it may fall through. 
| Reade’s thought is stage sl 
of kind for the Carroll, 
|sibly a two-a-day vaudeville policy 


| similar to the Hollywood's. 


. ? \ ¢ 
entered nego- 





ows 


some pos- 


ir | 
|} average of one agent per act. Sa 











JUST A WINTER 
OF CRUISING 


ree rides, along with the ac’ 


they book, on ocean cruises are gi\ -| 
neé tion, Bentham objected to the acqui- 


ing the New York sor 
pleasant and 
this winter. 

ing forward to the 
chances will be even better 


brighter. 


agents 


1 


Summer woe! 
and ya 


cations 


The agency boys go along as the 
acts’ personal managers with ar 


ing car fare, the agents cut their 
expenses at least in half, while t1 
free transportation gives them 
much more to spend on incidental 
whoopee. 

Several agents have succeeded ii 
ringing their wives in on the oak- 
ley passages. When not able to 
swing a deal for the wife she trots 


sO 


along anyway on regular fare, but 
that’s cut in half through hubby's 
immunity. 


Some agents have been so tickled 
with the free trips they even waiv: 
commish on the boat bookings from 
the acts. So figure out what a swell 
time they've had. 


Show Folks in Saranac 
N. V. A. Sanatorium 


Saranac Lake, N. Y., March 7. 


Thomas Abbott Mike McMamee 
Dan Astella Lawr McCarthy 
Fred Bachman Thelma Meeker 
Allie Bagley Phyllis Milford 
Happy Benway Alma Montague 
Fred Buck Dick Moore 
Alice Carman Danny Murphy 
Ethel Clouds Harry Namba 
Edith Cohen George Neville 
John. Dempsey Helen O'Reilly 
Frisco DeVere Gladys Palmer 
Harry English Angela Papulis 
Jack Flaum Joseph Parker 
Bert Ford Annamae Powers 
Lulu Gardiner Nellie Quealy 
Frank Garfield Ford Raymond 
Chris Hagedorn Fred Rith 
Derothy Harvard Ben Shaffer 
George Harmon ‘Toni Temple 
Ida Howard Tommy Vicks 
Millie Jasper Cath Vogeelle 
Val Kincaid Eddie Voss 
Vern Lawrence James Williams 
Lilly Leonora Xela Winkler 
Dolly Lewis Dorothy Wilson 
Charles Libecap Lillian Zeigler 
John Louden 
Harry Barrett, 302 Broadway. 
Charles Rarrett, 302 Broadway. 
Charley Bordley, 86 Park Ave. 
James Chambers, Raybrook, N. Y 
Tony Curley, Clancy Cottage. 





Marione Greene, 58 Riverside 
Drive. 

Margaret Groves, 16 Marshall St 

Dave (DDH) Hall, 764% Biloom- 


ingdale Ave. 
tuss Kelly, 19 Broadway. 
Joe Lang, Clancy Cottage. 
Andrew Molony, 71 Bloomingdals 
Ave. 
Joe Reilly, 45 Franklin St. 
Louis Rheingold, Clancy Cottag 
Dolph Singer, Clancy Cottage 
James Torrusio, Ravbrook, N. Y 
Left in January-February 


Louis Sosonkins. 
Kitty Flynn. 
Dick Kunl. 


Arrivals, January-February 
Dolph Singer. 
Tommy Vicks. 
Thelma Meeker. ‘ 


Pola at Pars 
Pola Negri at $5,000 is Publix’ 
latest name for its New York ar 
Brooklyn Paramounts. 


Miss Negri opens at the Proad- 
way house Friday (11), playir 


Brookivn the following weelr. 


| 


{ 





Two-a-Day Twice 





economical vacations} 
And now they're look-| office. Wood is an Equity franchised | 


‘The gc tw old two-a-da) 
Fr t} 4] 


said ink kay 











BENTHAM-CURTIS WILL 
SETTLE FUSS PRIVATELY 


and M. S&S. 


their differences 


Jack Curtis Bentham 


out 


will straighten 


‘ivately recommendation of 


the RKO 


upon 


agents’ association. Ben- 


tham complained to the agents’ 
board that when Charlie Allen left 
is office recently, to go into part- 
hip with Curtis, he took wit 
eral acts that belonged to 
Bentham, 
Another case involving Curtis 


and Bentham, with the latter again 
the complainant, went to Equity for 
arbitration last week. Stating he 


was speaking for fellow members cf 


the Equity (legit) agents’ associa- 


sition of George Wooe by the Curtis 


agent. 


Bentham contended the deal would 


give Wood a monopoly on legit 
bookings of all vaudeville talent 
represented by Curtis, and vice- 
; versa. 

Equity upheld Bentham and or- 
| dered Woods not to join the Curtis 





office. 


RKO Frisco Booking Air 


Acts in Indie Personals 


San Francisco, March 7. 

Local RKO vaude office, headed 
by Ellis Levey, has signed up some 
20 local radio names and contracted 
about 30 northern California thea- 
tres for a series of personal appear- 
ances. 

During the past month 
lined up a flock of indie houses, 
selling them the radio artist idea 
as a business-builder. A _ record 
Sunday biz was done at Antioch re- 
cently by Sambo, Mandy and Ed, 
hoke instrumental trio on Dobbsie’s 
a.m, program over CBS. 

In addition to the trio Levey has 
Max Dolin, Henry Starr, Doakes and 
Doakes and about 15 others. Ether 
performers will play most of the 
houses on a split week basis, ar- 
ranging the dates to conform with 
air performances, 


Burt Gordon Out, Then 
In ‘Crazy’ at Buffalo 


3uffalo, March 7. 

‘Girl Crazy,’ at Shea’s Buffalo 
(Publix), ran into plenty of trouble 
last week. 

When the show reached town 
Burt Gordon, playing the original 
Willie Howard role, was handed his 
discharge with Gregory Ratoff, part 
owner of the production, stepping 
into the part. Gordon immediately 
consulted attorneys and attach- 
ment papers were prepared based 
on two weeks’ wages at $675 per 
week, together with transportation 
back to New York. Before the show 
left town Thursday (3), the sheriff 
called on the management and a 
hasty conference was arranged be- 
tween Gordon and the producers 
Confab terminated with Gordon 
going back into the tab Thursday. 

Gordon’s salary claims were sat- 
isfactorily settled. Yellen & Yel- 


Levey 





len represented Gordon. 
Weill Gravely Ill 
Chicago, March 7. 
Lou Weill, RKO district manager 
iin the Midwest territory, is in 
ritical condition at Grant Hospi- 


tal here following an 
operation for gallstones. 

Welll was discharged a week ago 
from the hospital, where he 
had been urder observation for 
about three weeks, 

Gangrene is now said to have set 
in, With for his recovery 


’ 


emergency 


same 


chances 


eported slight. 
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Wants Canceled Wk.’s Salary, Claiming 
F-M Units Do Not Mark Policy Change 


+ 





Dr. Rockwell, through his. attor- 
neys, .is demanding his salary for 
six days in Vancouver, for which 
e was booked last week (29), but 
did 1 pia Rockwell lost the 
date long witl three other acts 
mm ti 4 RKO unit, when the 
eatt (Keith’s), operated by Ca- 
lia Paramount, switched to 
rancl & Marco units 
M is now in t hands of 
| RKO’s legal department. If the de- 
cision is in Rockwell's favor it may 
set a precedent that would force 
payment of full salary to all acts 
holding contracts for Vancouver. 
Ro “:well’s specific demand is for 
1 $2,100, pro rata, for. six days in 
Vancouver, a six-sevenths town. 
Monologist contends the RKO 
booking contract clause that re- 
| lieves the booker of obligation 
when a theatre changes policy does 
not apply to the Vancouver case, 
Vancouver's change from RKO 
vaude to F-M units does not cone 
stitute a change in policy, Rock- 
well avers. The units, he contends, 
are basically vaudeville with only 
scenery and production enhance- 
ment differentiating them from or- 
dinary vaudeville bills. The differ- 
ence, he alleges, is not sufficient to 


mirk a policy change. 


JORDAN CASE INSPIRES 
NEW EXTORTION LAW 


Boston, March 7. 
the failure of the 
against Nick Jordan, 
former actor accused of attempted 
extortion in the local RKO booking 
office, the Massachusetts legislature 
amended the law to cover 
verbal threats. The judge who dis- 
missed Jordan was governed by an 
old statute that allows prosecution 
only when threats are made in 
writing. 

It 
general's 


dropped 


As a 


state's 


result of 


case 


has 


understood the 
office has not 
the Jordan case, 


is attorney- 


entirely 





I’at Sobel, implicated in the Bos- 
ton jam, has been restored to good 
standing as an agent on the RKO 
booking floor in New York. Sobel 
was innocently involved. 


JEANETTE HACKETT OUT 


RKO Drops Style Expert—Will 
Produce Own Acts 





Jeanette Hackett is out as RKO’s 
fashion expert and show stylist at 
Martin Beck's suggestion. She re- 
ceived four veeks’ notice Saturday 
(5), but it is understood she’s leav- 
ing this week to accept an offer 
from the Edward Keller agency. 
With the latter Miss Hackett will 
produce acts, 

Formerly a standard vaude dancer 
and producer of her own acts, Miss 
Hackett left the stage about a year 
ago to replace Mrs. ~“°atrice Mind- 
lin as the RKO stage style dictator, 





Extend on Sidney 


Loew's has handed Louis K. Sid- 
ney a new five year contract which 
includes a sliding salary scale, 

Sidney has been at the head of 
the Lowe production department 
staging the units for the circuit's 
deluxe picture houses. He continucs 
in that post. 


Act 


are banded to- 
an act they are producing 
«ck Curtis is booking. 

Tunesmiths are Percy Weinrich, 
Chas. Tobias, Sammy Fain, Peter 
De Rose, Vincent Rose, Al Lewis, Al 


Sherman 


8 Songwriters’ 
E igl 


gether in 


t songwriters 


themselves. J 


EDW. J, LENIHAN BORN 
A son was born yesterday (Mon- 
day) evening to Mr. and Mrs. Ed 
Lenihan at their home in Flushing, 
L. Il. Father is a New York district 
manager for RKO. 
Just like a Lenihan, 
Edward J. 
6-Day Biker Balks 


Reggie McNamara, 


the name is 


with Bill 


1 
who, 


Peden, won last week's six-day bike 
race in New York, was offered a 
stage date at Loew's State. 


McNamara said four-a-day after 


Ss riddle 





was too much, 


Ix in the 
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If Unions Cut 
Skouras Favor 





ducing, is betwixt being a legit 
show and vaude unit. It’s first 
0as all e presentation will be in the latter 
style. 
Morrissey has a hideaway open- 
a» | ing booked in New Jersey, week 
lof March 14. If the vaude break in 
Los Angeles, March : 
; {is successful, Morrissey hop to | 
Skouras brothers will put live en- | ., ll the show to one of the pi ok | 
ertainment into a large portion of hous¢ circuits. Some talk that 
Fox-West Coast houses if the cir- | Bing Crosby may elgg 
th t] | Show previously known as | 
—_ con cou ee NS ee Heigh Ho, Everybody and a few | 
ul unions An easing of exist other names, will mean tripling for 
' . | 
ng scales f the small houses | Jean Malin, who already doubles 
: }at the Show Place and Club Rich- 
is desired " : 
| man, Broadway night spots. Late- 
Sold on stage shows as an aid tv | ness of the latter appearances al- 
box office anemia, Skourases feel | low for the Jersey booking. Others 
that existing labor rates prohibit] east members are Midgie Miller 
installation of vaude in a majority | (mrs. Morrissey), Jack White, 
of those houses with unused stages. Loring Smith, Gertrude Nissen and 
Mike Marco is present at all| Marjorie Padula. 
meetings held between the Skouras | 
ip and theatre managers for } 
consultation relative to vaude and Ne FM it | 
4 nits | 
presentation estimates Indications | 
are that Fanchon & Marco's vaude | ) izeles irch 7%. 
department will enlarge its local| Conchita feomtannare jemand into 
playing time if an agreement with | fanchon and Marco’s ‘Round the 
the unions. is reached. | World’ unit at Denver and then left 
tto go into ‘Carmenesque,’ at the 
peat , ; 
. | Wisconsin, Milwaukee, Remains 
Pressler-Klaiss Spotted lwith latter. Replaces O’Gorman 
Los Angeles, March 7, Bros., out after Milwaukee. 
. ; » : ‘Stita : Ti .? nea ‘ ~ 
Eddie Lambert left Fanchon & Stitch in Time’ opened at St. 
, ryys rhe , ic ; » } >; . ~ Ls , 
Marco’s ‘Tin Types’ Idea and was | Louis with Bobby Pincus, Tommy 
replaced by Pressler and Klaiss. McAuliffe, Five De Cardos and the 
Comics opened Friday (4) in|Carla Torni dancers. Staged there 
Toledo. by Leonidoff. 
Larry Ceballos has shelved his 
‘Shadows’ production and is doing 





Over 5,000,000 Feet 


of motion picture. film containing 

enes of every conceivable descrip- 

tion available to producers of motion 
pictures and vaudeville acts 


“General Film Library, Inc. 
MORRIS J. KANDEL, Pres. 
729 7th Ave., N. Y. C. BRyant 9-4417 


DENNIS WHITE 
and GIRLS 


(Formerly Zastro and White) 


This Week P LACE, Chicago 

















Dir.: Weber-Simons - - Nick Boila 


MORRISSEY’S HIDEAWAY 


Break-in With Film House 
Route the Objective 


N. J. 


‘The Croon Prince,’ Will Morris- 
sey’s musical Bobby Sanford is pro- 





‘Town and Country’ instead. Three 


Brox Sisters featured, 


Heading the ‘Chicago World's 
Fair’ unit are Bayes and Speck, 
tussian Art Circus, 16 girl contest 


winners and two talent contest win- 
ners, Lucille and LaVerne, dancers, 
and Carlisle Bennett, singer. Gae 
Foster staging with special songs 
and patter by Lynn Cowan, 

Fanchon’s ‘Veils’ will have Foley 
and Lature, Paul Mall, Moroni and 
Coralee and 16 girls. 


Alley’s s Week 


3en Alley, CBS singer, is booked 
for one week with Loew. 
Ether warbler plays the Paradise, 


Bronx, week of March 11. 








aure® wwe fee 


BOOKED SOLID R-K-O 


REPRESENTATIVES 
EUROPEAN 


JACK “CURTIS LARTIGUE & FISCHER AL GROSSMAN 


1564 Broadway 


NEW YORK CITY 





39 Avenue des Champs Elysees 
PARI 


LOEW-INDEPENDEN1 


160 West 46th St. 
EW YORK CITY 











Coming Shadows 





Los Angeles, March*?. 
Jesus Corbajal drove his car 
into the lobby of the RKO the- 
atre here and directed the 
doorman to wash and grease it. 
He landed in the hoosegow 
on a drunk driving charge. 











Press vs. Radio 


(Continued from page 1) 





| ceeded to do so, 








enue— 


They 


on the press’ chief source of rev- 
advertising—and then pro- 
it was bad enough 
the press thought. But when radio 
commenced to step into journal- 
ism’s most precious and sentimen- 
tal possession—news scoop—it was 
worse. 


Say Defeat Own Purpose 


| put it accentuated the radio edge 
in news reporting more than: pre- 
vious yarns. In some localities the 
local station beat the press with 
the news by a half hour. 
CBS Scooped NBC 

CBS scooped NBC on the kidnap- 
ping story. Nine minutes after CBS 
sot the announcement of the kid- 
napping on its wire in New York it 
was broadcast over the entire CBS 
chain from the Granada Cafe, Chi- 
where a band was broadcast- 


fearing to lose that time in case of 
a new development the transmitters 
were continuously kept alive. 
During the regular daily broad- 
hours 





In a way, the radio business fig- | casting programs were pe- 
ures the newspaper publishers who | riodically interrupted by news bul- 
own their own radio stations, or /letins on the case, 
have affiliated ether outlets, tend | Nothing was broadcast during the 
to defeat their own purpose 1| night as to entertainment, all that 
story breaks in advance of edi- | was put on the wires after 1 a. m,, 
tion time, the newspaper-owned | when the regular broadcasting day 
tations will beat their own papers |ends, were special bulletins con- 
with the information, although tell- | cerning the Lindbergh child. 
ing listeners to read further details Meeting Next Month 
in the paper. Frank Macon, NBC's v.p. on pub- 

The fourth estate as a whole has | }jice relations, will address the Amer- 
been and still is burning, although | joan Newspaper Pubs, .-Ass'n con- 
a less radical element within the | vention in New York next montn 
newspaper profession discounts the | on the usual radio vs. press argu- 
ill effects of the radio competition | ment. 
on news stories. They believe the Matter of program publication {fs 
opposish is exaggerated, some even | .tj}} a bone of contention although 


stating that radio is helpful rather 


than harmful. 

This dissenting element argues 
that the radio news releases, con- 
fined to but a few lines, are mere 
teasers and more often than not 


listeners to buy & newspaper. 
contend that without 
many stay-at-homes would be un- 
aware of the news event until leav- 
ing home the next morning. They 
would eventually purchase a paper 
anyway, it is figured, but the radio 
urge promotes a quicker circula- 
tion. 

All pre-scheduled events, polit- 
ical, religious, sports, etc., are meat 
for radio. These are broadcast di- 
rect from the place of action. 

No political event of major or 
minor importance has been muffed 
by radio in the last two years, 
ditto all important sporting events. 
While strictly news breaks,. occur- 
ing without advance notice, are also 
on the air first. 

10 *Ains. to Hour 

Radio’s news beats have run any- 
where from 10 minutes to a full 
hour. An important story is 
usually broadcast as soon as re- 
ceived, which is as soon as the 
newspapers get it. If a commercial 
program happens to be on the air 
at the moment, the news flash is 
immediately inserted if sufficiently 
important. So far no advertiser 
has complained. 

The only time radio runs second 
on a story is during the early 
morning hours between 2 and 7 
a.m., when most stations are silent. 
The major networks have pro- 
tected themselves against a press 
beat in the Lindbergh case by 
keeping their transmitters going all 
night. The networks’ staffs have 
been on the job 24 hours a day, the 
atmosphere closely resembling that 
of any paper’s city room. 

The Lindbergh kidnapping which 
broke shortly after 11 o'clock at 
night, when all stations were going 
full blast, was not the first story 


urge 








on which radio scooped the press, 


radio | 





radio men don’t insist on the com- 
mercial sponsors receiving free list- 
ins in the dailies. Radio concedes 
jthat this sort of free advertising, 
| when removed, chased quite a bit of 
| advertising business into thé na- 
|tion’s press from the radio com- 
| mercials desirous of substantiating 
\their eth-> : cages with printer's 

| ink, 
| 
| 


Radio contends, however, 
complete and inadequate 
listings constitute a loss 
enue. 


program 
in rev- 


RKO INTACTS’ INDIE DATE 

An independently-operated house, 
the Pulaski, at Little Rock, Ark., 
has arranged with RKO to take its 
intact shows. 

House plays 





the shows on a 


Only one other independent the- 
atre on the RKO road route, Sacra- 
mento, Cal. 





STONE AND RICHY CRAIG 


Los Angeles, March 7. 
When Georgie Stone (pictures) 
goes into vaudeville he will have 
Richy Craig, Jr., opposite him as 
the other half of the act. 





Femme Team as Act 
Mabelle Sherman, wife of Harry 
Sherman, director of special rela- 
tions for Publix, is returning to 
vaudeville with Josephine Martino, 
soprano of the Chicago Opera com- 
pany. 


full week between Dallas and New 


Orleans, replacing San Antonio, 
which fell out Feb, 26. 





cago, 
ping at the time. 

The kidnapping aroused more €x 
citement in radio circles than any- 
thing else in some time. During the | 
nights immediately following the | 
kidnapping, the transmitters of both 

i networks were kept going all night 
lin case something more should 
break. It takes 20 minutes for the 
transmitters to be warmed up, and} 





that in- | 





——— 


‘Thru’s’ Loew Trial 
At $8,000, Newark: 
Company Lists 44 


of ‘Follow Thru? 
Joe DeMilt and Grege 


Tab 


produced for 


version 


ory Ratoff by Schwab & Mandel, 
and salaried at $8,000, may open fop 
Loew's in Newark, March 19. fo 1 
full week. William Morris le 
ing the show. Further dats de< 
pend on the Newark showing. 

Ratoff’s other tab, ‘Girl Crazy* 
with Bert Gordon in the lead, wil) 
play the entire Loew picture housa 
route of nine weeks starting Apri} 
1 at the Paradise, New York It 
opens uptown instead of at the 
Capitol. Joe Cook, who also started 
at the Paradise instead of the 
Capitel, when the latter theatre 
held a show over, plays the Broad. 
way house April 1. ‘Girl Crazy’ 
may do a week at the Capitol at 
the end of its Loew trip with Lyons 
& Lyons representing. 

‘Follow Thru’s’ cast will lude 
24 girls, 12 boys and 8 principals, 
Latter are Joe Penner, Olive Olsen, 
Hugh Cameron, Evelyn Kindler, 
Louise Mele, James Jolly and Ale 
bert Dowling. All but Penner and 
Miss Olsen were in the musical’s 


original cast. 





Independent house, the Westwood, 
Westwoo., N. J., experimenting 
with vaude on Fridays, has switched 
to irdays. Uses six acts, 


Sat 
t cil 




















GOLDIE 


COMEDY TRUMPETER with Paul Whiteman 


RKO 
Martin Instruments 


Tour 
Shastock Mutes 








JIMMY MYRTLE 


CONLIN and GLASS 


Enroute RKO 


Direction, TOM. J. FITZPATRICK 


Palace Theatre Bids. 
New York City 

















WANTED 


First class talker — front of theatre, 
Apply 6 P. M. ss ae Mar. 8; Room 
912, 1476 B’way, N. 5 














JAY 


Personal Direction 
NORTH & FLAUM 








MILLS ann ROBINSON 


in “ALL WORK AND NO PLAY” 
By Richy Craig, Jr. 
NOW PLAYING FOR RKO 


Week Mar. 6 
Troy and Paterson 


FLORENCE 


RKO Agents 
MORRIS & OZ 

















Vaudeville Theatres 


Vaudeville, M. S. Bentham Agency 


MITZI GREEN 


Six Weeks Personal Appearance Tour of RKO 


OPENING AT CINCINNATI MARCH 12 


Tour Includes Chicago, Cleveland, Detroit, Youngstown, Akron and Newark 


Picture Management, Joyce & Selznick 
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0 VAUDEVILLE INTACT 77 
scart ._s Mar. 19) Seattle, _Wash. 


RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 82 
(Week Mar. 12) Milwaukee, wee 








THE ORANTOS 


“Heads Up 
world's-Only- emtine Perch-Act 
+> (rastiee of Jack k Weiner) 


~ MARTHA MORTON 


The Darling of the 4 Mortons 


and EDDIE PARKS 


The Slick Soap Salesman 
(Direction _ of Thos. J. Fitzpatric k) 





at aa Artistic Idea From Paris 


“LIVING JEWELRY” 


with HOOVER and CAMP 
Evelyn Singer and 
Stanley Simmons 

(Direction of Chas. Morrison) 


DON | 
ZELAYA 


The Philosophical Pianist 


(Direction of Weber-Simon) 








— 


GLORY E. LEE 
and HARRIS TWINS 


TWO JACKS AND A QUEEN OF PEP 
(Direction of Saim Shannon) 


VIC OLIVER 


Europe's Gift to America 
with MARGOT CRANGLE 
(Direction of Phil Omn) 


CASS, MACK and OWEN 
“On the Up and Up” 


(Direction 








of Sam Tishman) 


WAN 
HALPERIN 


Tells You About Women Here, 
There and Everywhere 


(Direction of Jack Weiner) 








| waukee, 


DAYTON, MIL. OUTS CUT 
UNITS TO 18 WEEKS 


The RKO intact route is 
being battered seriously, 
more full weeks, Dayton 


now scheduled to close out 


again 
with two 
and Mil- 


vaude. Dayton blows March 18 and 
Mil'vaukee 

Under the severe slashing the 
one-time 30-week route is now 
down to 18. Including Dayton and | 
Milwaukee, a total of 10 cities will 
| have heen withdrawn from the 
route since Jan. 1. | 

Al Herman’s Group 
Los Angeles, March 7 

Al Herman, with Campbell Sis 
ters, Myrtis Crinley and Phyilis 
Soule, breaking in a new act around 
here. 








RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 


76 


__ (Week Mar. 12) Seattle, Wash. 


~ VERNON RATHBURN’ 


“The Prince of Rhythm” 
AND HIS SAX-O-TETTE 
(Dir Harry Ward. 


~~ EDITH BOW 


With Her “MAN TROUBLE” 


Songs by Jean Paurel 
(Direction of Lee Stewart) 


Max (iordon) 


‘THE ELECTRIC TRIO 


Wes and Lisa Adams 
Bernice Mershon 


(Direction of Harry Fitzgerald) 


DOCTOR 


ROCKWELL 


QUACK-QUACK-QUACK 


of 





(Direction Harry Tl itzgerald) 





RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 81 
(Week Mar. 12) Minneapolis, Minn. 


~ ANN ROTH Songland’s Pep 


Representative 


JOY FINLEY Revelation 


tn Rhythm 
Dance we 


Princess MARY DUNCKLEY 
WALTER (Mouse) POWELL 


Benny's Bad Boy and 


“RED” PEPPER 


The Cayenne Comedian 





The Three Playboys 
DENNY LYNCH 
MYRL ALDERMAN 
RAY EHRHART 


The Ultimate in Harmony - 
BENNY 


and His 


Personal Mgr 
Bill 





Famous Orchestra 


George Wood 


(Dir, McCaffery-Leo Fitzgerald) 


INTACT 87 
w. V. 


RKO VAUDEVILLE 


(Weck Mar. 12) Rochester, 


The Dark Cloud of Joy 


BILL 
ROBINSON 


“HOT FROM HARLEM” 
WITH 
JOHN MASON 
PUTNEY DANDRIDGE 
MYRA JOHNSON 
NAOMI PRICE 
FERDIE LEWIS . 
JEL! SMITH 
JACKIE YOUNG 


Chorus of Eighteen 


(Direction of Marty Forkins) 





“THE BROWN BUDDIES” 
| 





RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 1% 
(Week Mar. 12) Tacoma, Wash. 


RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 80 
(Week | Mar. 4 8 St. Paul, Minn, 








HAZEL MANGEAN’S GIRLS 


with ADELITA TATALI 
4 SPEEDS—AND NO BRAKES 
(Dir. of John Hickey- Jack Curtis) 


HOWARD--FINE--HOWARD 


“THE Leite a OST SOLES” 


JACK WALSH 
(Direction of Blondell & Mack) 


THE DECEITFUL ENTERTAINER 


FRED KEATING 


In Spite of 


“The Great Alexander” 


(Dir. Chas. H. Allen—M. 8. Bentham) 


ADELAIDE 
HAL L 


‘The Crooning Blackbird’ 


Personal Mgt. Nicholas Gyory 
(Direction of Weber-Simon) 











EBONY FOLLIES 


“A Musical Comedy Romance 
from Alabam’ ” 
(Direction _of Harry yA. _Romm) 


WILL and GLADYS AHERN 


with Brother Den 
“Arizona’s Fun Spinners” 


(Direction of Bilton - Lewis) 


HEALY and CROSS 


“The Stage Salesmen of 
(Direction of Charles H., 





Songs” 
Allen) 


RKO VAUDEVILLE 
(Week Mar. 12) 105th St., 


“PORCELAIN ROMANCE”’ | 


Ganjou Brothers and Louise Gay 
Chas. Morrison) 


Boy with the Balancing Complesz 


BOB RIPA 


Denmark’s Juggling Genius 
(Direction: Jenie Jacobs) 


HURST and VOGT 


MARINES” 
Green 
Allen) 


INTACT 86 
Cleveland, Ohie ' 


(Direction: 








OF THE 
By H. C. 
(Direction: Chas. H. 


“OUT 





ARTHUR MORTON 
HAVEL 


in 
“Hot Water”’—By H. C. Greene 


With Helen Lockhart, Denise Dooley 
and Bud Williamson 
(Dir. Jess Freeman—Chas. Morrison) 


DIAMOND BROS. 


HUGHIE—TOM—HAROLD 
“Nevertheless Gentlemen” 


(Direction: Chas, Morrison) 














RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 74 
___ (Week Mar. 12) _ Portland, Ore. 


BOB STICKNEY 
With LILLIAN AYLIN 
in “UP A TREE” 
(Direction of Harry Fitzgerald) 


RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 179 
(Week — Mar. - 5), _ St. Paul, Minn. 
THE AVALONS 
A Thrill a Second 


(Dir. of Billy Jackson & Jeff Davis) 





MAKER and REDFORD 
“The Ear Bender” 


(Direction of Jack Curtis) 





THE WORLD FAMOUS 


SINGER’S 
MIDGETS 
OF 1932 


HAL NIEMAN 


“The Vagabond Rover” 
of John Hickey-Jack Curtis) 


DONATELLA BROTHERS 


and CARMEN 
in 
“Wait and See” 
Jeff Davis & Billy Jackson) 


(Dir. 





(Dir. of 


CLARA BARRY 


AND 


ORVAL WHITLEGE 








INTACT 84 


RKO VAUDEVILLE 
Ohio 


(Week Mar. 12) Dayton, 





The Mirth Provokers 
of a Nation! 


OLSEN 


AND | 


and Their 
“ATROCITIES OF 1932’ 


22 Nuts of All Kinds 
All With One Idea and One Purpose 
— To Make You Laugh— 


BATA and BESSIE KAPPLE 


“Two Beautiful Dancing Singers” 
The Eight Miss-takes 
“Nestling in a Bouquet of Idiots” 
With Moore and Shy, Geo. Moore, 
Joe Perry, Sidney Gibson, Gibson, 


| days. Manager is Bob Wagner. — me - ‘ : 
New policy starts Thursday (10).|{ at That Time Working with 
lalkers will be played with both the | 


| burle sque 


'co-op house. 


} more, 


0 tr ® S 0 N | “th Century 
J | 


2d Bill for Hollywood | Mutual Takes ‘Kiki’ 


Not Yet Completed | 

















As ‘Added Attraction’ 
Warners’ booking head, Harold S e rac on 
| Kemp, expects to have the second W 
os aegis ver Whee! on Fct. 
| bill for the Hollywood, New York, 
set by today (Tuesday). Up to yes- 
‘ : ‘Kiki’ Roberts as Ee p 
terday the only decfnite booking, i toberts has been booked 
, over the entire 4 al v ‘las a 
eerie | besides Lou Holtz and Lyda Ro-| : . futual wheel as an 
April &, : ; ; . } added attraction with the shows. 
|} berti, was Irving Aaronson’'s Com 
manders (band) Miss Roberts will get a percentage 
Ruth Etting was a possil t fo. split Over average £ross ot each 
the Hollywood's second hl Mil ee . : 
witha’ is al. Girl friend of the late ‘Legs’ Dia- 
mond starts this week in Newark 
fter completing a week at the Cen- 
N R R R tral, New York. 
ew Kt. Kt. Kates | , 
' 
PORTCHESTER VAMPS 
Chicago, March 7%. Capitol, Portchester, New York, 
For $84.60 vaudevillians can now | booked by Fanchon & Marco. drops 
{ | P P 
itravel from here to the Coast and | Vaudeville this week. House has 
—— as far east as Kansas City. | one ig five acts of vaude last 
| This is a new rate effected by Sam | _ ~_— . 
| Thall, western traffic manager for ee that the OY alan 
i RKO. Sum is $18 less tha. the same 7 k ee - indie neuse 
mileage cost last year and is oper- ooked »y the 1 ows, will follow the 
ative May 16. | Capitol in eliminating stage shows. 
Understood that Thall is also 
working out a new party and bag- | 
gage rate which may be announced 
shortly In 1924 
[ Established the Name of 
. 
Utica 6 Days 
Utica, March 7. | 
Columbia burlesque goes into the 


Colonial theatre, independent, for | 
six days a week with vaude on Sun- | 


in Showbusiness 
LITTLE JACK LITTLE 
| as 


LITTLE and SMALL 


and vaude. 


Kanes in Columbus 


Columbus, March 7. 
Fred Hlurly burlesque went out] a . . 
of the Lyceum theatre Sunday (6) | by Priority and Precedent 
after running since early fall at the | I Have Sole Right 


to the Use of 


Paul Small 


in all branches of the thea- 
tre and Radio and herewith 


Kane brothers brought their show | 
up from Louisville, to replace | 
Hurlevites., 


Ky., 


NEW ACTS 


featuring 
(27). 


‘Carnivalaughs,’ Henry 
Santrey’s orchestra, ° 
warn all performers that I 


Kay, Gould and Small (3). 

Wally Jackson, Edgar Gardner will protect this name with 
and Edith O’Hallisey. } A 

Chie Chandler Co. fall circuits, producers and 


Amsterdam, formerly 
Wolf, breaking in a new 


Morrey 


Broadcasting companies and 
with Rube 


all 


prosecute infringtments 


single around Los Angeles 
Betty Lou Webb, with Maresie |] to the full extent of the law 


Green and a 12-piece girl band. 
Tom Donnelly, ina three- act with | 


Virginia Martin and Sammy Vine, | r | S 
) Faull oma 
| 


Bert Nagle (3). 


Columbia Wheel 





on the Air with 


VINCENT LOPEZ 


sees, Senet < Hotel St. Regis, New York 


' 
| 
} 
| 
Newark. | 
} 
| 


California Beauties— Empire, 

Chick Chicks oute No. 1, 

Girls from the Fol lies—Iloward, Boston. | a ‘ - 

Legs and Laughter—Gayety, Washing and in Person 
ton } 

Leap Year Girls—Hudson, Union City. 1 HOLLYWOOD THEATRE 
Whirlie Girlie—Orpheum, Paterson. 

Wine, Woman and Song—Guyety, Balti- | New York—Now 


Girls—L. O, 





























Marcus Loew 


{ 
! 
| 


BOOKINGAGENCY 























(Week Mar. 5), Portland, |, Ore. 


FORTUNELLO and CIRILLINO 
“The Happy Hooligans” 


(Direction of Weber-Sir Simon) 


HOPE VERNON 


“Singer of Romance” 
(Direction of Jack Weiner) 


Meet 
MARTY MAY 


Friend of Thousands, Annoyed by 


Jean Carroll 
(Direction of Chas. Morrison) 

















ANATOLE FRIEDLAND’S 


“SHOW BOAT” 


with 


Marty May 
Jean Carrol] and a supporting cast 
composed of a shipload of Anatole’s 
Beautiful Sailorett es 











(Direction of Chas. Morrison) 





- CHAPPELLE - CARLTON — 


“On the Stairway” 
(Direction of Marty Forkins) 


KRUGEL— ROBLES 


in 
‘DRUNK AGAIN’ 
(Direction of O. L. Oz—Morris & Oz) 


DON RUIZ and BONITA 


The South American Dancers 
With Sultana and Vivera 
Marie Patri—At the Piano 

of Harry A. Romm) 








(Direction 


FRANK 
LIBUSE 


The Colonel of American Nuts 
with Myrtle Lai 
(Personal Mar..Jdesse H. 








Sing 


Martin) 





, Gibson, Git Gibson and Gibson 
“He Doesn't Know the Music and }) Ale~ - “needy” Paterson 
She Doesn’t Know the Words” Ai. * uty Nuts—too 
(Direction of Weeden-Schultz) (Dir. of Thomas J. Fitzpatrick) Nume: to Mention! 
f RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 83 
hi va ACT 1733 RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 78 oh 
Seok tae th Patient. ’ (Week Mar. 26) Seattie, Wash. (Week Mar. . 5), Dayton, ie 





ROSETTE and LUTTMAN 


In “Dance Stories” 
With GRACE & BEATRICE WYLIE 
(Dir _of Max ‘Tishman, Plunket t _office) 


DE VITO 
and DENNY 


DOT STEVENS 


n “Lady Harrower's Reception” 


(Direction of Chas. Wilshin) 


LITA GREY 
CHAPLIN 


“The Charming Chantress” 


Negt } ae Gyory 


Personal 





General Executive Offices 
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ORPHEUM, L. A. 


(‘LYSISTRATA’) 


Los Angeles, March 5. 
What may be a theatrical 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


New York, March 4. 


For some time now Publix has in- 
gold | clined to names for its stage which 


mine, dug up three years ago from /it is hoped will sell erratic picture | 


Greek literature, reached the com- | product under adverse conditions. It 


mon herd this week at the rate of/is with this thought in mind that | 


35 cents until 1 p. m. Common herd !the house plays Mme. Luisa Tet- 
thundered under the barrier and |}rabbini, world-famed opera _ star, 
overflowed well down the street. It | this week. 


was the final, but pres g f _ : 

he ane “a presumably, not i rhe great singer of a bygone day, 

the least profitable cycle of ‘Ly- | : : ; 

Ee a , ~~ l|heavily billed above picture and 

Sistrata’s’ history. - : epee 
: d ; ly ; 2 }everything else, will probably prove 
Starting in New York as a $5.50/the strongest draw house has had 

legit, later toured at $3, still later | on its stage in a long time. To- 

done in stock where it shocked rether with Mme Tetrazzini, who 

small towns and did business in 


lappears as an added attraction, pro- 


iccear fo reictrata’ . . | : ° 2 ‘ | 
bigger ones, ‘Lysistrata’ condensed gram includes usual ingredients, ‘In 


to an hour, seems destined to help! the Bag,’ Boris Petroft unit, 
from the stage the business of pic- |‘Strangers in Love’ (Par), with 
ture houses from whose screens it | Frederic March and Kay Francis, | 
is forever barred by censorship. Jesse Crawford's organ concert and 


find trans-|8& Par talkartoon, ‘Chess-Nuts.’ 

planted Iowans dipping into cias-| Strictly as entertainment, current 

sical literature in this roundabout | show lifts itself a little more than} 

manner and largely because the po- | a notch above the average, with fea- | 

lice raided ‘Lysistrata’ when it was/|ture likely to arouse a fair follow- | 
i 


Strange spectacle to 


| 
a legit locally. They came to be | ng as a worth programmer. | 
shocked, but found few breath | im, the 
takers still left in the expurgated | Met Opera Company 10 years ago. 
family version. —* then her voice has mellowed, | 
As a picture house added attrac- but it still possesses much of the | 
, ‘ aon . ae - aot sees dad is 
tion, ‘Lysistrata’s’ value is probably |C®4t™m that gave it world-wide re- | 
limited to cities in which legit | nown, albeit the force isn’t behind | 
2 7S j ‘ A «6j ‘ > Yatraz- 
booking has preceded. Som. ex-|it that once it had. Mme. Tetraz- | 
zini is still mistress of her tech- |} 


ceptions possibly, but showmen will | “* Sse ‘ eae j 
nique, but at the Friday nicht’s first 


want a test in some city not visited | eae ot chibited ; F lack 
by a legit troupe. Present George |52OW She exnl yited a trace of lack 
. . . =) . i 
Roberson production, especially the i onfiden e. if i , 
veteran Nance O'Neil is able and | _——— four an five a day ere | 
adroit in telling how the Greek | ™ust be a strain for the opera p. d. 
wives ended the war | Tetrazzin: is assisted by Hans 
Orpheum has. been struggling Hanke, pianist. She works in ‘two,’ 
ar c : 55 >} e * ‘a “9 ilar « 
previously at $5,000 and $6,000 | opening cold, on top of a trailer an- 


weekly with straight pictures. It | 20Uncement, with ‘Caro Nome’ from 
enters its third week of added at- ‘Rigoletto.’ She follows with a fav | 
traction cycle that has brought |™°™ org Traviata, doing, if gered 
financial improvement of up to} 200" Pron ia Uae FO CLCINS, “4-ARi 
400% increase in business. Which Rose of § ummer. _— 

rather proves how little the pic- On 11 minutes, Tetrazzini bears | 
tures available to house matter. | UP well under the weight of playing | 
That would particularly be the case |*" ensasement such @s tils. Sie 


bows graciously after each number 


this week with ‘Prestige,’ which ‘ — : 
took a bad drubbing from. the and in no way affects the ritzy de- 
dailies Land, |™eanor, Tetrazzini is a Kate Smith 


plus on avoidupois, but very effec- 
tive lighting plot for her act gives 





IMPERIAL TORONTO ita touch. The singer is partly in a] +5 treason, but maybe justified this 
? loft green light thrown on her by aj W©€: 

“hile +s ‘ r : ; r* » , ; > or ~ 

Toronto, March 4. naatie ti ccge a poral = = hy _ inne as a" the yore 

. J os ac Yr ta ra ip , - r © » ¢ “y'< 

Apparent budget skimping at the | °T¢M&S Her face out In 7 . _|Pryor Dodge Duo, aesthetic and at 

Imperial this week makes for a heavy hand greeted Tetrazzini | tistic hoofers, contribute more angle 

mediocre stage presentation that —_ get! one — — - work just ahead of Miss Bowman, 

: A oe ay ay r hes while ar r¢ zee ines ¢ 

was minus a line-up and went to = he ay So a the the-| while Harold Van Duzee sings a 

the same extreme by including an | “tre people on all sides came quick- | miser song. The men are on later 


ly to attention 


acrobat and an animal act, good ; when she was an- | 
though the two acts be in their nounced in the trailer, indicating it | 
class. Customers have gotten used | 2S the former opera star they | 
to the ballet and omission drew | ©2™e to see particularly, | 
murmured protests as bill pro- Stage unit is no great shakes. Its | 


top name of Johnny Burke, who has | 
played this theatre and the Capitol | 
before, as well as others. He’s given 
a Sino-Jap war buildup, coming on 


gressed without the damsels easing 
on. Kikutas, Jap juggling and 
acrobatic octette, six men and two 


women, closed the bill and scored | > ~~ seein talins . gol - Ik 
heavily, but despite Jap numbers, in a jinri sna ANG SOME into talk, 
the line-up was conspicuously before stepping forward to one for 


his regular routine, known by heart 
to most people, but still getting ’em 
to guffaw. 

Most of the rest of the stage show 
is around Ayers, Rene & Co., danc- 
ing act, working a Spanish number 
with the ensemble early in the pro- 
duction and later a waltz number 
devised around the dream a girl has 
of her boy friend, whose photo on 
her dressing table starts a train of 
thought. As she dreams, the ballet 
goes into an effective number on its 
toes, one of the best it has ever at- 
tempted. 

There are the 16 David Bines 
Girls, who reflect the able training 
of their ballet master, a Russian of 


missed and girly draw just wasn’t 
there, 

Bill opens with Gaylene and Du- 
Rayne, personable’  blonde-brunet 
duo, with giris before scrim, band 
in background, for solo acrobatics 
and high-kicks. Girls worked hard 
and went over nicely, but stage 
looked as big as a desert. Scrim 
up on a tropical wharf-scene with 
ship’s prow on backdrop and pit 
boys in a sort of bandstand. Al 
Gordon on with dogs, these pleas- 
ing in bar-balancing and full-twist 
somersaults, with lazy mutt for 
comedy effects. Bryants trail in 
their standard pantomimic act and 


slow collapses still drawing mild the old school troup is split into 
laffs. E eee ee votes " 
Ryan and Noblette closing first two, eight girls doing classical bal 


let for the windup sequence, the 


a dumb act! other octet jazzing it up on the tees. 


half with girl doing 


— traveller ‘ closing for nA baby- The adagio waltz of the four peo- 
talk song in ‘one’ by the girl, one] nie from the main act is quite long. 


of those ‘nobody-loves-me’ numbers, 
More cross-fire and girl into gawky 
eccentric that registered. Jap acro- 
bats and jugglers close and get nice 


If cut down a little, the last stanza | 
would be immeasurably heightened 
in effect and showmanship. 

The Three McCann Sisters open 


hand for daring mount-work and/in unit in a blackout bit, later ap- 

foot catches. Feature is ‘Tomor- | pearing with the ensemble for har- 

row and Tomorrow’ (Pat cBtay mony numbers. They are a fair 
MecStay. 


harmony trio. 

A juggling act, working with hats 
and Indian clubs, is introduced by 
the McCanns. They are the Five 
Nelsons (3 m. 2 w.), who in dex- 
terous and fast juggling exchanges 
make the most of an interlude in 





PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, March 3. 
Current week's show is labeled 


‘Beach Club Idea which sounds | one. 
much more Fanchon & Marcoish| Regular unit consumes 37 min- 
than it is. Thin on talent, since it utes. It would play better if five 


boasts but three acts, running time 
is about 10 minutes overboard and 
will probably be cut to half an hour. 

Two dance routines by the line of 
16 were tepid and of the order done 


minutes or more were trimmed out. 

Crawford this week offers ‘Songs 
of the Day,’ which is to say three 
pops. 


Orchestra, v th show long and the 


many times before in this and other | pouse’s maestro, Rubinoff. over in 
local houses. Bruce and Gibbons, | Brooklyn, is missing except for show 
male dance team, encored unblush- 


and Paramount News. Char, 


DENVER 


ingly without excuse or encourage- 
ment, doing Sammy Cohen's panto | 
boxing scene and another act’s slow 











tracting about half from his act, 
which otherwise was okay. He has | 
rood line of chatter and songs. Vinal | 
|}lineup and flash clever and, while 


| made in the routine. 


| called ‘Metallic,’ each representing a 


|costumes and action are impression- 


the audience, 


jin the ‘Iron’ sequence. 


customary lighter precision work is 


back of her and stands up. Mother 
and daughter juggle kegs in fast 
time with feet. Fong sings a snatch 
of grand opera in original tongue 
and says he is glad it is received so 
well—he won't have to ‘go back to 
| washee in laundry.’ Got a laugh in 
announcing next song, saying his 
mother taught it to him, then sings 
‘When Irish Eyes Are Smiling.’ 

Second line number with girls 
dressed as coolies, each carrying two 
tea boxes on yoke, which when 
stacked in order form picture for 
background for another dance bj) 
| Dorothea Buck, a slow-motion ai 


fair on one foot. Looked hard and 
|szot a hand, 
Frank Gaby, headlining ventrilo- 


quist, utilized plant in audience, de- 


easily accomplished, gets over in a 
big way. Each of girls has two par- 
asols, one green and the other sil- 
ver, and many combinations are 
Just before the 
curtain the Enos, father and son, put 
on a fast balancing number. 

Fred Schmitt’s overture gave the 
orchestra plenty of work, 


ROXY 


New York, March 4 


Stage show, in five sections, is 


different metal. The mountings, 
istic, modernistic, futuristic—and 
punk. With ‘After Tomorrow’ (Fox) 
on the screen, it looks like a strug- 
gle for the big one this week. 

Even Patricia Bowman is off 
stride. The heavy production think- 
ing behind the symbolic opener, 
‘Gold,’ inspired a dance that’s very 
different for Miss Bowman, in con- 
tent and effect. Miss Bowman is 
doing a sort of hybrid version of a 
Siamese angle dance, with the last 
several angles drawing giggles from 
Giggling at the Roxy 


Ballet corps is working hard in 
three numbers, the second of which 
is one of the most monotonous line 
routines yet seen at the Roxy. The 
Roxyettes are also way below par in 
their one number, ‘Steel,’ in which 
they interpret a machine. These 
girls seemed far away from their 
proper element in this dance. Their 


a lot more suitable, 

Two of the five stage items are 
economical affairs, with’ no scenic 
help needed. One is the joint and 
challenge dancing by the Five Hot 
Shots, colored quintet, who repre- 
sent ‘Bronze,’ and the Fred Waring 
pit orchestra in a kitchen utensil 
drill, represnting ‘Tin.’ For the 
dancing act’s background the Roxy 
is rehashing with a piece of scenery 
recently used for Morton Downey, 
something unusual for this theatre. 

Waring band’s pit overture is a 
medley of oriental airs, tunefully ex- 
ecuted, and the current profram’s 
most interesting number. A Krazy 
Kat cartoon short and Fox news. 
Attendance light Friday night. 

Bige. 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn, March 5. 


Booking of radio artists who must 
broadcast concurrently with stage 
engagements is more likely than not 
to jam up running schedules. Fox, 
Brooklyn, is learning that to its dis- 
may. Because Art Jarrett, here on 
his third week, has to go on the air 
daily for CBS, the house has had to 
adjust its show accordingly, spot- 
ting Jarrett in between other units 
where most convenient. 

The Saturday afternoon show, as 
a2 result, presented a peculiar routin- 
ing of material. 

Instead of usual orchestra over- 
ture, news, organ, unit and feature 
in that order, this is the way the 
show was built: 

Pit number with Freddy 
singing and doubling for a 
ringing bit in connection with 
chestra’s own conception of ‘Bel) ‘ 
St. Mary’s.’ 

‘Gay Vienna,’ 
Idea, 

Art Jarrett, working in one 

lreature, ‘Cheaters at Play’ (lox). 

lox-Movietone News. 
, Bob West and his organlog-song- 
est. 

This is probably the first time that 
the management has swerved from 
the conventional routining of the 
show. In the past when added at- 
tractions have been booked in they 
have followed the overture, a spot 
or two ahead of the F&M Idea, 

Immediately on top of close of the 
F&M show, Freddy Mack steps out 
to intro Jarrett. The radio singer, 
who has aiso appeared in musical 
comedy, is assisted at the piano by 
Fats Waller, who is also a composer 
and the author of a new song done 
this week by Jarrett, ‘if It Ain't 


Mack 
bell- 


Fanchon & Marco 


——$—= = 





||| NEWSREELS 








EMBASSY 


both theatres 
the Lindbergh 


are leading 
story, 


newspaper 


While 
off with 
provides 


Em- 


almost 


bassy 


coverage and gives it more footage 


than the 
Luxer, by comparison, brushes over 


average news subject 
the assignment. 
First case of where a home movie 


record has been conscripted for 
public service is probably in the 
miniature clips of the Lindbergh 
baby. Both reels have expanded 
these to standard width, and they 
project as though they had been 
taken by an expert cameraman, 

The Fox offering opens with a 


close-up of the parents after plane 
views of the house are shown. Sen- 
ator Patterson of Missouri and Rep- 
resentative Norton both advocate 
capital punishment for kidnappers. 
The Lindbergh message to the ab- 
ductors then is flashed, after which 


it is read by a police officer. Fox 
even shows the placement of the 
ladder and the spot where foot- 


prints were detected. 
Embassy has some startling views 


of Shanghai while actually under 
bombardment. Planes are caught 


overhead dropping the missiles and 
fires are shown starting after build- 
ing targets have been reached. A 
Shanghai Chinese official is shown 
being interviewed. An unusual fol- 
low-up made in the U. S. is the 
handshaking and pledges of 
leaders of rival tongs to keep clan 
peace while the big war is on. 
Luxer cuts its China coverage to 
a few glimpses of the mob. A 
corpse here and there is revealed 
lving crumpled in the street. Pathe 
covers a New York protest meeting 
of Chinese studen:t:; 

Rest of the Embassy program is 
mildly interesting, formal filler stuff 
of the conventional kind. 
Representative La Guardia gets 
applause when he shouts for the 
rights of the American people to 
vote on prohibition. 

Fat McManus, the contact man, 
goes actor again, this time noting 
the measurements of a beauty se- 
lected by chiropodists. 


Every time the Embassy needs 


two’ 


TRANSLUX 


One of the most vivid portrayalg 
|) of India rioting is provided by Para. 
| mount's coverage of a demonstra. 


tion by Gandhi followers. Milling 
crowds getting thwacked over , rown 
and body, ambulances rush about 
and unconscious natives are shown, 


Pathe got first views of the latest 
Virginia mine disaster. Relatives og 
the entombed miners and an inter. 
view with one of the survivors give 


this subject a gruesome touch 
{ Pathe also Was on the job to ret 
jthe story of shipwrecked | sailorg 


who were rescued by a coast guard 
cutter, 

A gag subject, evidently for pub. 
licity purposes, is at both theatres, 
This shows a wrestler going through 
the holds with an elephant on Long 
Island. Women’s day in Aurora also 
was a general assignment for the 
reel men. 

Some bad 
steeplechase 
Paramount. 

Both houses got the Giants going 
through their training paces in Cali. 
fornia. While Fox obtained an ine 
terview with McGraw, Pathe added 
another spring touch with Ruth and 


spills in 
were well 


an Oxford 
covered by 


the Americans out for their first 
day in Florida. 
What looks like’ resurrectiong 


from the vaults was a Pathe expe- 
dition up Stromboli’s volcano and 
Paramount's tying up fleet maneu- 
vers with conventional shots of a 
battleship going through the Pan- 
ama canal. 

Tunney refereeing amateur bouts 
of youngsters was generally covered, 
Luxerites laughed, while the Eme- 
bassy didn’t see anything funny. 

Breaking ice at Bangor was also 
widely covered, as was the rehearsal 
of Columbia college boys in their 
female impersonation roles. One of 
these lads, incidentally, should be a 
screen find. Waly. 





—————— 


magazine stuff it uses the German 
girls and the California lion tamer. 
Von Hindenberg and Queen Mary 
stage a return engagement, one 
shopping, the other reviewing troops, 
Denmark’s monarch also is showa 
enjoying a stirrup cup. Waly. 


> 





distinguished in the selling from the 
style of most ether workers appear- 
ing in vaude, with Jarrett exerting 
himself a little for a put-over. 


Jarrett is less the crooner in do- 
ing ‘Ain’t Misbehavin’,’ the Waller 
song, and his closer, ‘St. Louis 
Blues.’ He employs a much stronger 
vocal technique than the general run 
of brethren from the radio field and 
hardly needs the mike on the stage. 
A hit over here on the first Sat- 
urday mat, doing 11 minutes in all. 
Unit, ‘Gay Vienna,’ is waltzy, as 
might be expected, and prettily 
staged by Leon Leonidoff, who for- 
merly was production manager at 
1; Roxy under S. L. Rothafel. The 
cleverly routined numbers with the 
ensemble, notably one in which they 
use large fans and form striking 
combinations, are outstanding in 
lending that Leonidoff-Roxy touch. 
Girls (12) are billed as the Carla 
Torney Dancers. They display ex- 
cellent teamwork, particularly in 
the numbers that call for drill 
maneuvers. 

Show opens with ‘Two Hearts’ for 


that gay Vienna touch and closes 
with the same number. Emma 
Woodland and Roy Smoot, vocal 


team, are spotted on opening in the 
center of a heart cut-out singing the 
yerman number. As the curtains 
part, the one heart dissolves into 
two, with Miss Woodland riding on 
one half to the left and Smoot on 
the other to the right. This open- 
ing ushers on the ensemble effec- 
tively, by Miss Woodlad and Smoot 
continuing the song downstage from 
opposite sides. It’s a nice opening. 
For the finale, the two singers take 
their positions on the cut-out car- 
rying the two hearts again into one. 
Unit is never a big sock, but it is 
also never tedious. 

Two comedy teams that score are 
carried. They are Rena and Rath- 
burn (mixed), who do a clever drunk 
routine with plenty of spills, and the 


Gaudsmith Bros. with their amus- 
ing poodles and sur-fire talk. 
The stew twain recall the Hu- 


berts, but, while not having the pol- 
ish of the latter, they provoke the 
laughs as easily. The girl takes 
the most surprising tumbles, most 
of them on her northeast end going 
southwest. 30th roll off to the 
Wings for a neat finish. Kids went 
heavily for the Gaudsmiths and 
their dogs. 

For further Vienna flavor there’s 
Duci de Kerekjarto, violinist, doing 
two classical numbers and playing 
a third as accompaniment to Miss 
Woodland’s song. They went for 
de Kerekjarto’s nimble violin work, 
but couldn’t give much to Miss 
Woodland’s vocal attempt as a 
single. 

Unit 33 minutes in running time. 
Business capacity at 2 o'clock Sat- 





Love. Opening song is a typical 





: motion fight. Then aggravated the 
** situation by encoring again with a Denver, March 2. 
Charleston. ‘Cherry Blossom’ Idea is one of the 

Max Lerner, the permanent tenor, | most lavish of Fanchon & Marco's 
warbled a number with the George! orientalish units. M. ¢.’d by Jue 
Stoll band. around which the show |Fong. He introduces the act in a 
girl followed with two pop deliv- seo ll gy —" nape por = - 
eries that deper.ded on her over use |... - in the Japanese gareen éimly 
of a supposedly naughty wink. seen behind the scrim. The girls are 

Spotting of ‘Moro and Yaconelli, dressed in bright Japanese kimonos 
standard Wop musicians next to|2?4 carry strings of roses during the 
closing, was the wisest move in the | routine, a flower drill done while 
building of the bill. Smacked over | Dorothea Buck dances In slow waltz 
solidly with their clowning. | time with Guy Buck. 

Paramount News and ‘Arabian Eno Troupe—father, mother and 
Shreiks’ (Paramount), Smith andj three children—occupy the deuce 
Dale short built around cutouts| Spot. The two girls balance um- 
from Par’s ‘Beau Geste’ rounded out | brellas on foot, opening same while 
the program, which top-lined ‘Way- | SO doing, in unison. One of the girls 
ward’ (Paramount). Audience scat-|limbers up and, while standing on 
tered opening afternoon. hands on small bex, places feet in 


Russ Columbo crooning’ speciai, but 


urday, up to which time toll is a 
quarter, Char. 





ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 


Chicago, March 4. 

Working with only three acts and 
a dancing line, the B. & K. produce 
tion outfit turned out one of the 
neatest stage arrangements seen 
around here in some time. More 
comedy in this lineup than most 
units and proved to be the sort of 
material this audience was waiting 
for. It also brought Frankie Mas- 
ters, the one remaining m. c. of the 
local circuit, back into the loop 
after spending much of his life at 
the southside Tivoli. 

As arranged by Will J. Harris, 
the show brought an immediate 
novelty note that smacked this 
audience in the laugh-center. It’s 
a simple gag of getting the chorus 
behind the instruments and the 
musicians down behind the foots to 
toss off a simple dance routine. 
Idea was biggest on the manner 
in which the change was made. 
Opening chorus number was pushed 
into a mix-up by the band going 
into a discord and the gals getting 
their feet entangled. Chorus and 
musicians get into an argument as 
to the cause of the difficulty and 
they both blame the other. To solve 
the problem Masters orders the gals 
to the instruments and the mu- 
sicians to the platform. Chorus 
femmes toot on kazoos fitted to the 
instruments while the boys hoof 
through a simple dance routine. 

Totalled as a cinch giggle opener 
for this house and put the medium- 
sized first show crowd into great 
humor. This pleasantness was 
further aided by the turn to follow, 
the Vanderbilt Four. This quartet 
has an easy-going manner, and mae 
terial that fitted perfectly into the 
spot. Comedy chatter, songs an 
hoofing are all effective stuff, and 
includes even some simple vocal 
cartooning of radio crooners, which 
appears to be sure-fire stunt im 
vaude these days. It's a speedy 
routine that has no let-down, 1s 
well-knitted and consecutive, de- 
spite the wide variety of material. 

More comedy from Armand and 


acrobatic clowning. Their comedy 
work is oke, though held back 
somewhat by the slow and heavy 
musical background. Songs with & 
lighter touch would be more suit- 
able for the occasion. And still an- 
other laugh turn was Ross and 
Bennett. Joey Ross was a former 
B. & K. m. c. who used to head- 
quarter up in the Marks Bros. 
houses, Marbro and Granada. He 
now arrives with a man and woman 
cross-fire session, and it's sot 
plenty. The little femme partner 18 
working skilfully as the dumb 848 
character and managing to keep the 
large majority of the answers rat- 
ing as laugh-enticers. Ross handles 


(Continued on page 38) 














Perez, who came forward with some . 
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poscoE ARBUCKLE 


Talk 


Mins.; One 
Pantages, Hollywood 
‘Fatty’ Arbuckle is 


again 


Roscoe \ 
hesitantly testing the duration of 
his ostracization. Barred by wom- 

‘qa clubs from the screen as an 


en's 
acto 
victuals as Edu 
ghorts director 
of William B Goodrich. Oo 
ghort his name was plaintive 
B. Good. 

If in this and ap 
pearance, including a week as gucst 
star with the Moore theatre | 
company in Seattle, it is found that 


r, Arbuckle has been earning his 
: ational Studio's be 


On his first 
ly Will 


personal 


other 


r 1 
SLOCHK 


agitation against him has subsided, | here 


he probably will be given a chance 
jn features by one of several studios 
which are interested. 

For vaudeville and picture houses 
the still hefty comic has taken on an 
insulting stooge to help him through 


LANDT TRIO and WHITE 


| Vocal 


} 
| 


under the pseudonym 


13 Mins.; Three (Microphones) 
Palace 


Radio act that brings a fair ether 


rep to vaudeville alone with ab 
to entertain from a stage, Mem- 
| bers, all men, are three vocal har- 
monists and a pianist who sticks to 
, | the pi 
-| They use two microphone one 
either lide of e ro im, At the 
Palace the ] d peake! v 
masked, with the sound pparent!l 
emanating from the flies 
All pops and mostly trio harmor 
The tenor, accompanying himself on 
a guitar, is the principal soloist 


They 


rated 


and 


appaluse 
igc. 


an on 


; ] ++ 
LOOK IT. ds 


encore 


|COLBY and MURRAY REVUE (5) 


| Dance Flash 
| 14 Mins.; Full (Special) 


20 minutes of humor which carries | 


touch 
many 


to 
the 


along without att mpting 
the heights. Because of 
eagle eyes which will be fastened on 


Arbuckle it is best that he eliminate | 


guch targets for war-whoops as the 
crossfire bit with the stooge about 
Pharaoh's daughter finding Moses in 
the bulrushes. 


Palace 


Sloppy dance flash that’s wealthy 


in talent and poor in appearance. 
At the Palace it opened the show 
and at the Palace that was where 
it belonged, but some changes could 
easily raise it for there or any- 
| where. Mostly, they need re-cos- 
tuming. The three nice looking 
young lady members could look 


}much nicer. 


| 


For the most crossfire is fresh and | 


clean. Augmenting is the comic’s 
specialty as a drummer with the 
house band—not expert but loud— 


Name pair 


who've een in 


are a mixed 
other fi 


. } 
coupie 


fey 


'do a fair waltz at the start, but are 
| better in a novelty routine that gets 


and his imitation of the Camel radio | 
period, with the band and a pit tenor | 


assisting. Latter is not satire and 

has no place in the routine. 
3usiness at the Pantages opening 

matinee was customarily weak, but 


personals mean nothing to Los An- |} 


geles. Arbuckle is in for $450 plusa 
split over $18,000, which means $450. 
Quite playable. Bang. 


GLORIA LEE and SCHERR BROS. 
Dance Flash 

10 Mins.; One (Special) 

86th St. 

A passable dance threesome in a 
routine of nicely-arranged numbers, 
well presented and dressed. Opened 
the show here, and in similar type 


neighborhood operations, either in 
that spot or No. 2, where it could 


work conveniently, will be satisfac- 
tory. 
Gloria Lee formerly did a similar 
@ct with the three Hauser Boys. 
Opening in a soft shoe number, 
she turns in her high-kicking acro- 


batic specialty, displaying fair 
form. Men return as drunks doing 
a hiccoughing song, topped by a 


dance with a clever finish, in which 
it appears they are falling and 
can't regain balance. It’s tricky. 

Best from Miss Lee is her toe 
buck and tap routine, topped by 
work on a set of stairs in the Rob- 
inson manner. 

For an adieu the trio goes Har- 
lem with effective lighting, each 
stepping out for brief bits, 

Hand was a little lighter up here 
than deserved. Char, 





CARL SHAW (3) 


inging, Dancing, Comedy 
18 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Jefferson 


This youngster has been in any 
number of different acts and has 
always shown up pretty well. Here 
he seems to have reached his pin- 
nacle, It’s a thoroughly entertain- 
ing act from every standpoint and 
# show-stopper for any vaude 
ouse, 

Only a boy and girl to help Shaw 
this time and neither overworks, 
allowing him to do most of the 


pene. He works well and hard. 
His comedy is okay, his singing 
Satisfactory. His dancing is the 


real point and that is exceptionally 
line. 

Shaw’s final number is an unus- 
ual dance with a female dummy. 
It’s a remarkable piece of business 
and sure to register solidly. Clean- 
ns it up a bit wouldn't hurt, prob- 
ably, but it’s so clever and funny 


a it's doubtful if any Sumnerites 
Vill object to the couch wrestling 


Comedy biz. 
Frank 


Ch: Gallagher and Patricia 
‘apman, as Shaw's assistants are 
Satisfactory, Kauf. 


KING BROS. and CULLY (3) 


"7 toe? Dances 


Mins.; Two 
Jefferson 
. Three boys in a rough house tur 
aa a little fag hoofing and war- 
Jill : . 


& included, It’s a familiar t3 pe 





of male threesome, with none of 
0 _Material especially new 01 
right. 
v = ‘*S open with a bit of hoofi: 
_ ch cues them into an arms and 
88 scramble after which they take 
he pummeling each other around 
~~, Ss *% <A bit of comedy singing 
ne three, after one of the bo: 
Previously meddles With the piano 
>. In a Jaugh attempt, follows. 
aight and comedy dancing 
Closes, 


A fair deucer 


an announcement. It’s a follow-the- 
leader idea, with the man leading 
She can do everything he does, but 
put her hands in her pockets, and 
that’s the catch. Simple but smartly 
executed. 

Two other girls are a cute eccen- 
trie tapper and small tumbler who 
doubles in buck. Second gent is 
hoofing juve who does the talking. 

Opening is novel, but the follow- 
up skit in the same set should be 
canned or replaced. It does the en- 
suing moonlight waltz no good. 


Costuming is third rate all the 
|way and reaches a new low in the 
finale, when all flash acts should 
be at their best. Torn sleeves 





one girl’s costume is just one of the 
flaws. Bige. 


FOUR SPIDERS AND A FLY (5) 
Gymnastic 
10 Mins. 
86th St., N. Y. 

Not listed under this title 
very evidently not a break in either 


but 


from the work or the appearance 
of the apparatus, which while in 
good condition is not new. Worked 
in four against a special drop 
showing a Zep. 


At opening two of the girls are 
on webbing with the other pair 
acting as anchors and circling the 
stage to revolve the gymnasts. Two 
or three tricks and then down as a 
man enters to go to the flying rings 
between the two webbings. He 
waits while one of the ground girls 
does a brief acrobatic interlude, 
then offers several good tricks on 
the rings. More acro and contor- 
tion work from one of the girls 
and then the two aerialists do a 
locked swing on a bar hooked into 
the ropes. 


Another contortion swing with 
the big noise a reverse split, the 


girl going down with her left leg 
to the right and vice versa. Fin- 
ish is the two floor girls doing som- 
ersaults while the man works on 
the rings and the two other girls 
do tooth suspensions from spiral 
arrangements which’ slowly let 
them down. Makes a great finish 
to an act without the usual breath- 
ing pauses and with plenty of meat. 


Nicely dressed, with good looking 
girls, and should be able to hold 


its end up anywhere. 


FOUR CIRILLO BROS. 
Nut Comedy 

10 Mins. in One 

86th St., N. Y. 


Four youths who do not belie 
their ‘brother’ billing, in some nut 
comedy including singing and 


Comedy is mostly modi- 


dancing. 


fied pansy and falls, but with 
clever parody on challenge dancing 
in which one boy tears himself to 
pieces with the other three doings 
only one or two shuffles per turn 
and then passing the buck. 
tovs dress alike, and neatly, | 
the hoakum comedy lack poli 
nd best for the smaller house: 
though they did well in the deuce 
| spot and got the laughs here 
KAROLI BROTHERS (2) 
Acrobatics 
7 Mins.; Full 
Hippodrome 
Very strong a I tury 
must have quite re nt] ome ove 
f » Europe M ladder ar 
yp rk, but e3 rdinat 
the understands nd top 
f good. 
A’ Ss ete ive trick 1 he ] I 
it he ground man in aris 
at supporting a heavy, t 


' 
} 


both feet. Other ther 
mounts for usual stunts 
a head-stand on top rung at 
understander removes one 


ladder on 
and finally 
whici 


of his 


on 


PALACE 


After a reneg by the booking of- | 


| fice got the Palace off on the wrong 
| foot, this week’s show finally went 
}on intact. When the bill was over 
| the Palace was still on the wrong 
|}foot. The first part didn't finish on 
|time and the second section didn’t 
| start until 4:20 at the opening mat- 
jinee. Frank Fay did 20 minutes in 
the after-intermission spot despite 


that he'd been on and off as m.c. 
ill afternoon. 
Texas Guinan dn’t get a look at 
¢ audience t +: 4, R o, 
en all good P: e shows §s ild 
( (;eorg ( ‘ Tay 
r tic \ ( ( 
e@ ¢ 
‘ 4! 
f, : ; 
D vere e {I 
n lie ‘ Slade M . (y nn 
ned ier ont! NIond t « ns 
ondition that she’, I ed 
eq ly with Fay nd Barbara 
Stanwyck who are holding over 
But either the orders were misin- 
terpreted or somebody forgot about 
the agreement, because when Tex 
w the billing Saturday the fuss 
rted and 1t dldnt end I ] ne 
suse chanred the exter r¢ all 
Tté 
Che Palace snow thi WeeK 1s 
bout as bad as the previous one. 
lay is again a disappointment, The 
Guinan act was on so late no tell- 
ing how it might do under mor¢ 
vorable onditions, Incidentally, 
from the opening and No. 2 acts on 
every turn contained a nance bit. 
Miss Stanwyck, plus plenty of 
lay, closes the first part and Fay 
opens the second. Miss Stanwyck’'s 
offering, announced as authored by 
kay, is mostly Stanwyck until the 
inish when Fay walks on and takes 
ow It's called ‘The Interview’ 
nd is -onstructed on Ll salvo o 
voresome chattc for which the 
saving grace is the way Miss Stan- 
yck delivers it. She come 
rough when permitted to be her- 
self. But othe rwist Miss Stanwyck 
is being badly handled for a non- 


l 
; Mh aenk tt r . 
iudevillié actress 1n a 


low, 

Lay's own follow-up is a satire on 
Miss Stanwyck’s preceding turn 
The latter enacted scenes from two 
of her pictures in reply to an in- 

rviewer's questions. Fav bur- 
lesques it with blackouts, all using 
a bed as the chief prop and with} 


Fay twice under the sheets with a 
| gal. 

Colby and Murray Revue, 
cialty flash, opener, and Landt Trio 
and White, radio harmoni deucer, 
are under New Acts. Both 
tered, and the scoring was continued 
by Russ Brown, Daphne Pollard and 
the Ritz Bros. in that order. Fay 
was in between, and only in one in- 
stance successfully. That occurred 
when he went into the gag scenario 
outline that’s standard for him at 
the Palace, 

Something has happened to or 
wih the Palace’s ex-best m.c. Fay, 
who used to have Palace audiences 
eating out of his hand, now has te 
| struggle to keep them interested. 
|} Or maybe nothing has happened to 
Kay, and that’s what’s wrong. A lot 
of changes have taken place in the 
last few years. Masters of cere- 
monies and others who have stood 
still or have been away long enough 
to lose touch now find themselves in 
a strange spot when returning. 

Miss Pollard, mentioning pictures 


spe- 


S{s 


regis- 





feet, leaving entire support on one 





}a vaude layout. Kauf. 
CLARE, DOUGLAS and BETTY 
Dancing 

|8 Mins.; Two 

| Jefferson 

| <An elderly couple and a young- 
ster in taps. Nicely done and an 
}okav deuce act. Opened the show 
here, but deserves better treatment. 


Elderly couple first in a novel 
| number, right legs tied to right and 


| left to left, as well as their hands 
ind heads in a sort of stock. 
They do a neat tap number thus 
|locked to each other for nice re 
sults. Young girl follows with 
some broke n-rh)j thm taps, with the 
old folks back after an announce- 
ment that they'll show bow the 
danced in waude 25 years ago 
Youngster, of course, tands no 
chance from then on. Kauf 
JACKSON and GARDNER 
Comedy, Songs 
13 Mins.; One 
Jefferson 
led his own ‘ ? 
Hlere he @€s gag rac 
née werore ¢ I ¢ ¢ 
ched) and we } 
‘ ‘ wr a 
’ ‘ ey m «4 a ‘ 1 
? cor t ; rie 
- of la 4 + 
er % the pir Kait (9H 
also is spotted briefly for me 
ng numbers. 

‘losing. wherein Gardner does 
vesty ballet dance rigged ir 
femme dress and follows with a 
zag Salome bit, puts the act over 


lin a low comedy way. 


| foot. 
Couple will have no trouble | 
pleasing anywhere at either end of 


baskets of flowers at the end of he 


but once, got a reception and three 


RKO, L. A. 


15 minutes. That she’s so different Los Angeles, March 3. 
from the usual vaudeville woman of | House slipped down to five ects 


today is alone sufficient reason for 


;} this week, Daisy and Violet Hilton 


| 
| her effectiveness, Miss Pollard’s | (Siamese Twins) being the only lo- 
| cockney soubret \work and grotesque cally-booked turn to be added to the 
dancing place her in her own class | four intact units. Sisters were in 
lin vaudeville. and she can stick as;ata showing salary of $750, amount 
| long as she likes. }set aside by RKO for acts added 
With Russ Brown No. 5 and the | here. 
| Ritzes following, there is some] Applause was_ mild, audience 
|standard and. reliable vaudeville | lethargic. Siamese Twins have been 
imaterial in thes spots at least. | pretty common in recent seasons. 
Brown has an able girl foil in Ailec1 Four intact turns in ord e the 
Cox ys \ she I ( Yo! bieye!] i Hione 
ome s t ] rT Boys hve bl | ‘ace nee = Ma 
inish ( M i ell Dan rs vO me! i ‘ 
, , ~ | Zi int ! dar 
- anit ° i . Dp . Wills and Davis, « nedy te 
in e pi é es S nage ip Ye € O pe ea 86 \ it} i 
é te ht ¢ 1 ne ead ne 2 ri 
t 4 ‘ I wed b lk b ! 
i virls +t | 
7 ’ Qo. it l sor nifty handle-b - 
Last part I] Fay nd Guinan. ng while the bike was n ( 
Miss Gui n’s turn ran 65 min-/|!2&. twisting through the crossbars 
utes, at least 50 of which was cross- he well-earned Boe Male mem- 
4 ‘ ee 7 . , J } ber Jumps rope, bicycle and all. e 
a oe twee n ye and — aepingioced ‘toane i fakin — Secend in pe 
the stage eorgt rivot j he | : . 
balcony box. The latter in Greek |24 Putting it together again while 
PE mee eee a 4 riding it. Act speeded up consider- 
dialect contributes the turns prin- | apy near the end and proved an 
cipal value, but was mistakenly | 4.6 opener . 
, . , x pener. 
permitted to run until unconscious itdtinin the olibinisie aot aac 
f anyone were looking for the cus- ‘ 5 e singers arious 
oe protien Pe a fo Rage Pape» stuf? (formations around the stage pro- 
y were dis ippointed. Texas’ | ¥ ided the novelty of the Honey Boys. 
tle virls were on at the one ning | While one soloed, two or three 
* ; , , ri....| backed against the curtain or neat 
1 the middle and the finale. They ling wings would accompany with 
entered from the orchestra with nantomime. . . 
Tex, and for Guinan girls they were - vite 
overdressed. Later the girls showed | Voices were kept extremely soft, 
a little more, especially two little but the quintet pleased. ‘River Stay 
girls in fan dance. but not too W ay from My Door was their best. 
much. Few gags used familiar but got 
Act is badly routined, at times be- beet 
|; coming an incoherent mass of poor Marcellus Dancers have a spec- 
| material, but has enough stuff to|tacular and fast turn. One man 
support a half hour position. Were | doe all the tossing, the other filling 
lTex to trim it down to 30 min-|iM 48 a singer. Act is divided into 
utes it would be a much better act. po agp and on Page> ot ae 
7F4) Satine } , ¢ » * — -|With accompanying settings. 4ots 
Forth pve Ahogs rl "ahiae oma (et adagio stuff, swinging and tab- 
lates have & better show. jleaux, and all moving quick. Audi- 
What Tex does but shouldn't is|°"C* liked it and showed enthusiasm 
| os eee , ; , a | for the first time during the show. 
sit on a patron's lap in the first] 7 nage wt 
row. Otherwise she doesn't bother | Sl Wills ? droll Bags tickled the 
the customers much, excepting when | meagre audience, which barely half- 
she forces them to grab a handful | filled the house. Joan Davis’ best 
of snowballs while working the mid- | W@5 4 stuttering SONS and her Leon 
dle aisle, She also sat on a pit vio- Errol stumbling, which once ended, 
linist's bald head, but that's his|iM @ pratt fall. Wills is a pleasing 
business Bige comic, with an individual manner. 
, ee Lawes “"* | His imitations of a crystal gazer 
| i | Was one of his best gags, but his 
86TH ST | tric k of playing a whistle and 
| e a cereal tered out of + ee to 
, » Rie a i a ee a .|imitate a bagpipe was his cleverest. 
erene Eich -nenas. tm ame at fae Act was well liked and applauded 
86th Strect over the week end, and} fo. an encore, the only one of the 
evidently the name has a draw, to|show. Newsreel, comedy and ‘Maker 


| judge from her personal reception; 
{but it is more or less fortunate for 
|the customers that she is backed up 
| by a varied and generally entertain- 
ling bill. Miss Rich still clings to 
|‘Ask Your Wife,’ in which she made 
in 1929, but it’s a brief 
she receives scant 
men, not pro- 


| personals 
affair in which 

| support from 

| grammed, 

| Both are stiff and they share with 

| Miss Rich the vicious trick of giving 

| the audience the eve in an effort to 

| 

} 


two 


get points over. For the close the 
|star receives a bouquet, which does 
away with the formal curtain speeck 


and she gushes over the flowers, 
9 


|using all facial expressions from 2 
to 57, both inclusive. Her, gracious 
charm on the screen not fol- 
ilow her to the stage. She is over- 
anxious. But she got a big hand 
and she worked for i 

Opening act is Four Spiders and 
a Fly (New Acts), not listed in the 
but far from being a novice 
iturn. They gave the show a good 
pushoff. Four Carillo Bros., also 
new, follow with a nut turn, which 
makes it none too easy ‘for Miss 
Rich to pick them up in the No. 3 


does 


files 


of Men’ (Col) held up the film end. 


STATE 


A five-act bill of standard mate- 
rial that doesn’t get anywhere de- 
spite satisfactory individual compo- 
nents. Gives the impression at first 
flash that the booking office slighted 
the stage end, depending upon the 
pull of ‘Union Depot’ (FN). Exam- 
ination discounts such an idea, for 
the show goes up to the usual bud- 
get. Trouble with it is that the acts 
fail to blend into a climactic pro- 
gram, principally because the com- 
bination lacks strong comedy values. 

Herman Timberg, topping, is the 
only laugh turn in the layout, and 
the comedy value is injured in his 
case because the running is stretched 
almost to half an hour, which is too 
much for a single man, even if he 
does work with quite a corps of as- 
sistants, numbering four—three men 
and a new girl, replacing his former 
foil and displaying a highly agree- 
lable personality. Timberg is on 

without a breather for the entire 
time, and does no dancing until the 
finish, which is a solo affair. Rest 
|} of the turn has a certain sameness, 
fbi tier 2 similar gagging between 
the diminutive comic and one or an- 
| other of his aids. 








spot. Carl Shaw follows to bring | For the rest it is a succession of 
ithe crowd back into the jazz nee oo specialties, clean cut and 
with Eddie White on fifth for two|expert in every case, but suffering 
songs and a routine of talk. He | from the laugh weakness. Maximo, 
commands respect as a novelty,|one of the best wire walkers in the 
;} working with neither stooges nor) field, opens with his slick turn. 
|buildups, but he would do well to | Fast and personable worker per- 
fish for a better routine of talk | forming feats that are the last word 
Whatever hit h- scores is due more€|jn balance without any aids, with 
to his personality than his material. | standouts in a tango on the slack 
He has a nice way of working, and| strand, handkerchief pickups and 
even with the stuff he has he is able) gnally his amazing ‘stew’ perform- 
to garner the Jaughs. He should | ance for a climax. Nice Latin-look- 
prove a valuable man in a tah, for ing girl as assistant helps to dress 
he h 2 dlife. t i ind NO | the stare. 
mear id, though 1 oles | Whitey and Ed Ford have as 
Doc |] ‘ in ‘Pl —— 4Y¥= | novel a trained animal routine as 
make , 4 n of Ress there is in vaudeville. Ford « - 
She : ; : . oo ~ °C" | ries on an easy flow of ttez 
this ‘ j did not hely i while the fox terier oes throu: : 
‘ ade } , rit... 
{ nees in ti f a stonishing routine of SUrpriss4 
y ? ct vot the ’ ip ricks, starting with a ‘drunk’ bit 
1] ‘ ‘ on } I , Stone that ij ré I ibly lifelike Lor 
-" . , y a nto strixing obatic feats ich 
, dle x p- ! jal s« ! toatl n 
1 l elp epen front pa supported | the 
Che et ove mibe nd ine outstre ed hand. Finish 
! picture nd |} pip the pup in q 
‘ ‘ J e better to| feats and ] tur rs in imi on of 
] ! . cr rie I te t aone ir L OLlOW = 
n f fa ! Finale has the 
e ¢ ¢ I ¢\|dog alone and apparently uncued 
f ga bit of going upstairs to hea 
The KT ~ ‘ VICE ipplause number even in t! 
ff riety in enter nment, ‘Lad; lrop-in for adujts. Ought 
With a P (RKO) d the ] © riot in houses playing to big nee 
Ne : comprise the filr offe ne Ludiences of childre n. 
iwith Alf Ricci building a more than “aller Sisters and ent 
isually ambitious number for the Pray sy f) i the metropolitan 
J overture, with soloists, chorus and r (Continued on page 38) 
everything. 
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Then 


ted 
: ouch to warrant its continu-| own people, was handicappea 
STATE nine-people dance flash follow for PALACE, CHICAGO — Gees out Saturday (5). more ways than one. First the Pe. 
some nice results. Act is nicely { March 5 Four acts on the bill are Cleo and | sence of a stage and lights. 
(Continued from page 37) dressed an@ contains some good Chicago, i Lambert, mixed acro team; Lucien| his own strangeness away from a 
spots, seem to have tightened up| PcoPle. The acrobatic dance of tue| Cycle of radio name acts R Lueca, tenor; Fox and Ferris, low|church or concert hall. An 


their routines, going into a set of 
monotone drapes and using a raised 
dais instead of the former bench. 
Harmony is still the foundation of 
the turn. Selections are new. Girls’ 
tap bit is a neat item to break up 
the running, and they are doing a 
modified hill-billy bit, although with- 
out deliberate comedy intent. Af- 
ter all was said and done, however, 
it was the trio's old standby, ‘Hello, 
Swanee, Hello,’ that turned the exit 
trick for them for a row of bends. 

Then Timberg in the next-to-clos- 
ing, starting in high and building to 
the middle of the turn, from which 
the act tapered off to a close that 
was favorable enough, but 
have been made much more en- 
thusiastic had the act not so grossly 
overstayed. 

Marion Wilkins and Co. gave the 
bill a mild finish, girl dancer trying 
to build a tap specialty into a major 
flash act with the addition of four 
boys without trying to develop any 
central idea.. Turn as it stands is 
scattered, material seeming to be 
just haphazard in framing. Open- 
ing is sightly enough, with Miss 
Wilkins’ entrance from above in an 
airplane and a neatly-costumed 
group of aviators. Flash impression 
is not built upon by the dance, with 
the girl making an indifferent stab 
at adagio bits. Her gypsy solo num- 
ber is capital, and the novel stair 
tap bit at the finish, used by the girl 
these many seasons, 2 so-so get- 
away. 

Business only fair despite the 
smash picture and its heavy exploi- 
tation on marquee, in lobby and 
with special street displays in the 
form of a huge truck relaying radio 
broadcasts and with the screen fea- 
ture heavily billed. Rush. 


JEFFERSON 


This is the Jeff's valedictory 
vaudeville show. Starting Saturday 
(12), in line with a few other houses, 
it will shift to a straight film policy. 
pet is a vet vaude house and the 
14th street mob will have to look for 
its vaudeville in Fox's Academy. 
Six-act layout current is fair 
neighborhood fare. Lacks individ- 
ual wallop but in toto pleases. Runs 
to 74 minutes. 


Gautier's Animated Toyshop 
opened. A standard animal turn 
that functions smoothly. Ponies 


and dogs used, all well trained and 
going through their routines with- 


out a balk. Man playing a stew 
and a straight woman guide the 
animals. 


King Bros. and Cully (New Acts) 
a rough trio of boys. Type of act 
the audience down here always 
likes. 

Jackson and Gardner New Acts) 
followed with a hokum turn that 
gets by without anything strikingly 
new. 

Ed. G. Nelson and Harry Pease, 
songwriters, get off the beaten track 
for tunesmith turns by introducing 
each one of their own songs by a 
brief bit. Two girls support the 
men for the incidental business. 
Nelson works at the ivories, with 
Pease doing the vocalizing in a fair 
tenor. Boys have written quite a 
number of successes and were well 
received. 

Eddie Stanley put the majority of 
his material over through his per- 
sonality and easy manner of deliv- 
ery. Gags in themselves count up 
to a row of Joe Millers, but Stan- 
ley’s personable air promoted them. 
A girl assists for crossfire and 
songs. Does a Helen Kane imita- 
tion and follows with a hot song 
number. Stanley intersperces his 
gagging with a bit of clarinet work 
and piano soloing. 

Three Bredwins, closing, a smart 
acrobatic trio. Two boys work 
straight and one does comic, with 
latter a clever acrobat. A bad fin- 
ish here. Came unexpected with 
lights still on as thou h some more 
was to come. Curtain down without 
any of the trio even taking a bow. 

‘Lady With a Past’ (Radio) screen 
feature. 


HIPPODROME 


More and more the Hipp is tak- 


ing on a character ll its own. 
Probably not another vaude house 
in the United States today that 


matches it in style of entertainment. 
Anybody getting off the boat from 
Germany or France and walking 
into the Hip» these days would feel 


quite at home. 
yeor at least the second week in 
succession the majority of the acts 


here are dumb. Only one real com- 


edy act depend. on gags. Which 
also is okay, considering the many 
g£00d comedians who have laid eggs 
at this hoi sé. 

KKaroli LDrothers (New Acts) open 
With a strong acrobat turn evi- 
dently fro Europe. Tom Fulmer 
second. j a tenor with sufficient 
voice to easily even at this 
theatre. H r nent-lookir young- 
ster and would find himself bette: 
than No. 2 on inosi hills it could 
get rid of some awkward manner- 
isms. . 

Harry Welsh'’s comedy turn has 
the advantage of being loud. It1 \ 
not be funny, but it’s loud. And it 


used to be funny. 
Jeanne and L; 


nton in a cla 


Se eas 


could | 


name couple, in which the girl does 
a loose doll bit, is exceptionally fine 
and far outbalances the weakness of 
the team’s earlier ballroom waltz. 

Dezso Retter right down the 
bowling alley. He waste. one or two 
lines of chatter to open up, but when 
get gets started taking falls he’s 
okay, and when he goes into the 
one-man wrestling bit he's great. 

Paddy Cliff’s band * another easy 
winner. Cliff had trouble getting 
his light cues understood and his 
novelty bits were somewhat spoiled 
by the electrician Saturday after- 
noon, but that ould easily be 
straightened out. The boys all play 
their instruments capably. Flo Her- 
man and Cliff both sing well, and 
the effects are okay when they work. 

It all makes a pretty tough spot 
for Eddie Hanley to follow. And 
Hanley makes it, largely due to the 
efficiency of h'* stooges. Hanley is 
a big-pants comic working the dead- 
pan stuff. Only worthwhile work he 
does for himself is a pretty funny 
dance with his ,,irl assistant, Estelle 
Page, for which she, of course, de- 
serves part of the credit. With him 
also are Frank Duke and Chas. 
Locke, who have been seen stoog- 
ing in other acts, and one of whom 
managed to stop the show with a 
yodelling bit. 

Six Franklins close with a strong 
acrobatic turn that can close any 
bill anywhere without trouble. 

Joe Brown in ‘Firema.., Save My 
Child’ (FN) just adds to the ruff 
stuff. Business for the supper show 
Sat. quite satisfactory. Kauf. 


DOWNTOWN, L. A. 


: 
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Los Angeles, March 3. 
Bargain entertainment of 10 
vaude acts and a second run fea- 


ture for 25 cents in the balcony and 
50 cents downstairs evenings and 
straight two bits for mats is get- 
ting attention. Last week, with 
every picture house in town doing 
a nose dive, this house built up 
$4,000 over its previous week. ‘Fire- 
man Save My Child,’ Joe E. Brown 
feature, got the lion's share of the 
credit, but there’s no denying that 
the 10 acts accounted for part of 
the increase. 


With the vaude budgeted at 
$1,200 and the house charged the 


lesser rental on the second run pol- 
j though the features play here 
the week following thei. first run 
in Hollywood, the theatre should at 
least break even. However, a 
weekly rent of $4,000 precludes any 
possibility of it paying big divi- 
dends. 

Current bill is the second week 


of the 10-act policy. Business 
started out good with a balcony 
hold-out at 8 p. m. Feature is 


‘Alias the Doctor’ (WB), which can 
hardly be credited with the same 
draw at a vaudefilm house as a 
Joe E. Brown feature. 


Vaude bill is satisfactory with a 
couple of kluckos sandwiched in, 
but what can be bought for $1,200 
distributed among 10 acts In this 
week’s stage show, there are 39 
people divided among the acts. On 
the $1,200 budget, that’s an aver- 
age of $40 per person. Bert Levey 
must be a magician himself. 

Helen Moore and her Boy Friends, 
dancing act, open. Routines are 
similar to all acts of this type with 
one exception. The six boys do a 


routine to ‘Poet and Peasant,’ 
which comprises about every 
rhythm known to hoofing. Act 


Was a good flash as an opener and 
pleased, 

Billy Carman, xylophonist, play- 
ing these kind of dates for years, 
pleased with three numbers. Freen 
and ‘3arnett, two girls hoofing and 
chatter turn, followed. Girls okay 
on the buck business, but their gag 
material is next to nothing. Just 
got by. Bob Brandies, black face 
comic, effecting a Cantor delivery, 
another that failed to excite, 


Vine and Morrison, recently with 
the ‘Nine O'Clock Revue’ here, 
didn’t get any place with weak 
chatter. Finish saved them with 
Morrison singing ‘Mystery of Life.’ 
Youngster is okay with the voice 
and should quit trying to be a 
comic and stick to singing. 

Cortellos Dogs, spotted in the 
middle of the bill, landed solidly, 
canines doing their stuff while Cor- 
tello does a few back bends and 
splits. Oke for this type house, 

Three Girls in Blue, femme vocal 
trio with looks and voices, gave out 
good entertainment but gathered 
little. Trooo many of these close har- 
mony trios around, 

Novak and Fuy, comedy acro- 
bats, were the standouts. Act 
scored with its opening, a straight 
adagio minus hoke. The two 
stumble bums with dead pans, do- 


ing legit adagio was enough to 
panic the house. Boys finished 


with a comedy hand stand bit that 


ended legit. Act is here for Fan- 
chon and Marco. Current week is 
a fill-in. 
Jack Russell, who is introducing 
the acts without any attempt to 
ind out the usual m. ec. gabbing, 
cut his usual soft shoe dance in the 


next-to-closing position due to the 
bill running overtime. 

Mckowen Family, one of thos« 
old time Pa, Ma and the eight kids 
acrobatics acts, closed and satisfied 
Call 





is trying to put over on its stages, 
at heavy outlay, has yet to take 
this town by storm. Camel quarter 


hour, with Morton Downey, Tony 
Wons and Jacques Renard’s orches- 
tra at a top price of $8,500 is this 
week’s Palace bid for biz. Two 
weeks ago it was Baby Rose Marie 
and next week Kate Smith. ; 

So far the air attractions have 

failed to nick any high mark in the 
grosses, with the Camel attractions 
expected to do it, but from opening 
dav’s trade it didn’t figure so hot, 
even at the five a day scheduled 
over the week-end and maybe 
t' rough the rest of the week. Tha 
$8,500 for the one-act made it al- 
most prohibitive to round out the 
rest of the bill to a full measure 
of the usual five acts the Palace 
has been accustomed to as a regular 
thing. Only two turns, Ray and 
Harrison and Dennis White and Co., 
supplement the Camel troupe and 
it’s a moot question as to how the 
weekly customers will take it. 
On the basis of new business the 
anticipated individual following of 
Downey, Wons and Renard, should 
bring in new faces to the Palace 
this week. Wons, with his morning 
broadeasts of cheery philosophy, 
reaches a class of listeners who 
probably seldom go to the theatre, 
while the Renard attraction clicks 
with the sticks. Of the trio Downey 
is perhaps the best generally known, 
through his previous stage and pic- 
ture work on top of his radio rep. 

As an attraction for any stage, 
the Came! bo) en- 


| 


tertainment plus and not repetitious. 
Exceptionally well staged, too. 
Charley Niggemeyer, RKO’s show 


doctor in St. Louis, probably had a 
hand in the dressing, as he was 
down here for the opening. Saving 
Downey for the finish was smart; 
the first 20 minutes being amply 
taken care of by the orchestra and 
Wons’ chatter and fully supplying a 
good buildup for Downey’s vocal of- 
ferings. Wons’ modulated pipes 
carry a punch and insure attention. 
He took a chance with his dramatic 
recitation of a scene from the ‘Mer- 
chant of Venice.’ Shakespeare is 
no yet vaudevillized, but Wons 
made it something different, so 
much so that a solid round of ap- 
plauses followed his exit. 

With a 15-piece combo behind him 
Renard displays some melodious 
tunes and arrangements, which he 
further supports with a fiddle solo. 
Downey’s approach system clicked 
right away, with the tenor called 
back for several encores. Again in 
Downey’s case the restrained some- 
times sotto voice delivery in front of 
the mike, even a prop one, brings 
out the mistake common to most 
radio singers. Even Downey, whose 
stage experience should not have 
mixed him, falls in line with others 
in holding back his full voice. It’s 
habit, no doubt. He closes with his 
signature, ‘Carolina Moon,’ for a 
complete sock, and not a second of 
the total 35 minutes the turn runs is 
wasted. 

On such a short bill it must have 
been difficult spotting the opening 
act, with the Dennis White dance 
flash slow in starting, but gaining on 
the windup. White is a light hoofer, 
who is surrounded, however, by four 
lookers in specialty stepping. An- 
other femme at the piano and doub- 
ling in a song that could be elimi- 
nated because of its tardiness. 
Noami Ray is still hefty enough to 
get laughs, while her long standing 
partner, Harrison, is evidently keep- 
ing his eyes and ears open for new 
material, even if he has to borrow it. 
This specifically applies to his pansy 
gesture made known by Fred San- 
born many years ago, too many for 
Harrison to claim it by priority. 
Otherwise the act is standard in de- 
livery, with Miss Ray, of course, the 
nucleus. 

Danny Russo now permanent pit 
maestro and making the boys hop. 
Orchestra overture ahead of the 
show was brief but receptive. On 
the screen ‘House Divided’ (U) with 
Pathe news, including shots of the 
Lindbergh baby kidnaping. 

Initial performance failed to fill 
the main floor, with balcony trade 
way off, probably due to the in- 
clement weather that day. Span. 





Bard’s Hillstreet, L. A. 


Los Angeles, March 2. 
This grinder is on the tail end of 


a month’s try of cheap vaude, and 
is giving up attempting to buck the 
Warner house, two blocks away, 
which gives 10 acts and a first-run 
and advertises 1,000 seats (balcony) 
at a quarter. 

Here, a double feature in this case 
‘Alexander Hamilton’ and ‘Last 
Flight’ and four acts failed to draw 
them off the sidewalks at 15 cents 
till 6 and 20 cents thereafter. Book- 
ing the acts through the Al Wager 
agency, which confines itself mainly 
to club and convention talent, P. H. 
Monkowit, manager for Lou Bard, 
who owns a string of .small houses, 
is paying around $200 a week for 
|his split week bill, pianist and 
|Stagehand. That means 150 addi- 
tional patrons nightly to break even, 
jbut the policy’ hasn't been success- 





comedy man and woman, and 
Charles and Grace Keating. 

Opener was good, steady and In 
spots worthy of better booking. 
Femme is hefty and rock-like as the 
understander. Lucca has a weak 
opening, but builds with his caroling 
of requests for numbers in foreign 
tongues. Comedy team has some 
old chestnuts to crack, but is effec- 
\tive just the same, except for a mild 
| finish. 

Keatings are a type of act long 
| dead in vaude. Man playing a rube 
lyouth to the girl’s aristocratic 
southern miss. Filled with the 
|slushiest of bathos it winds up with 
im heart-rending rendition of a 
|mammy song that evoked enough 
enthusasm to bring Master Keating 
back for an awkward curtain speech 
about ’us pufformers appreciates ap- 
plause most of all.’ 





Paramount, Newark 


Newark, March 5. 

Opening with five chows for 
‘Shanghai Express,’ the last per- 
formance found them still standing. 
Stage show is cut to three acts, run- 
ning less than a half hour. 

Kay, Hamlin and Kay open in a 
brief casting act with two in 
straight casting, while a third as a 
comic uses the trampoline largely. 
A final full circle throw brought 
gasps. 

Stevens Brothers and Harmon do 
crude and rough comedy, but will 
be remembered for having a bear 
with them. A man does sleight-of- 
hand and then they bring in a 
wrasling bear. Two plants come up 
with a woman arguing in the audi- 
ence. After some face slapping 
each plant wrestles with bruin. The 
bear, plainly bored, enjoys the grap- 
pling. Finale is wild: hokum with a 
man losing his pants and a dummy 
- the woman tossed through the 
air. 

Four men and two girls are the 
company with Jane Allen, a lively 
little blonde dancer in a revue car- 
rying its own drapes. The girls do 
a little weak singing as does Miss 
Allen, but she atones by dancing 
with the men. Two girls dance in 
unison with much kickir~ Then 
Miss Allen and two men as sailors 
do some knockabout stuff, rough and 
funny. A spirited finale closes. 

Austin. 


ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 


(Continued from page 36) 


his own job neatly and on his own 
specialty, an acrobatic dancing ace, 
he delivers the outstanding results 
of the interlude. 

Chorus was on and off through- 
out, presenting a trio of excellent 
routines as patterned under the 
Ainsley Lambert eye, the sweet- 
heart number particularly impress- 
ing for its ideas and neatness of its 
handling. 

Orchestra had its overture ses- 
sion and then doubled with Preston 
Sellers for the organlog and song- 
slide period. Only four news clips 
this week but all knockouts, one of 
which was the Lindy kidnapping 
and another the Fox slice of the 
Sino-Japanese festival. There was 
one Paramount and three Fox 





newsbits, 
Flicker was ‘After Tomorrow’ 
(Fox), Gold. 





20th Century, Chicago 


Chicago, March 3. 

One of the oldest picture houses 
on the west side is this one, located 
directly across the street from the 
BE&K Central Park. Much has hap- 
pened to Roosevelt Road from Ked- 
zie to Independence Sq. since B&K 
made its debut with the Central 
Park 15 years ago. 

It’s still a strictly Yiddish com- 
munity out here, but the snap and 
life is gone from old and familiar 
corners. The 20th Century has 
been standing on the same site for 
more than two decades and has 
changed ownership several times. 
Now the Cooper Brothers, who also 
have the Gold down the street, run 
it, with Ben Elkins the manager. 
Boys are all go-getters and in times 
when business grabbing is tough 
they step out and try to do some- 
thing besides haggling over film 
prices with distributors. 

One of the things the house has 
been doing to attract trade, and at 
the same time compete with the 
opposition, is play up the racial in- 
terest by bringing in Yiddish talker 
films. It’s a novelty in this neigh- 
borhood with a population of more 
than 75,000 Hebrews. And to make 
it more interesting the house rang 
in a personal appearance of Cantor 
Mordecai Herschman last week in 
conjunction with the picture ‘Shul- 
amith’ (Judea). 

Film was by 
having been 
and shot in Palestine. One of the 
oldest and best known Yiddish 
operettas, ‘Shulamith’ should have 
been a good film subject, but didn't 
turn out that way. Combination 
of the picture and the Cantor in 
the flesh, however, did pick up ex- 


no 
poorly 


means strong. 
synchronized 





tra business. Cantor Herschman, 
with a wide reputation among his 


ime 
provised platform served to bri 


the Cantor on here with the ] 
doing just two numbers and bowing 
out immediately. His accompani. 
ment came from a piano at his sidg 
attended by Clara Siegel. 
Management is still for the idea 
of Yiddish pictures and personals 
from cantors or other attractions 
in line with the particular program 
at hand. They're even talking 
about bringing in Cantor Rosen. 
blatt for a week or two. It may or 
may not work out, but at least 
here is one house that is trying 
instead of crying. Span, 


MASTBAUM 


Philadelphia, March 7. 

Pleasant and unpretentious bil] on 
the stage this week, with extra bill- 
ing going to Maria Gambarelli, 
known to fame as Gamby. Although 
extent of engagement is indefinite, it 
appears she will be here more than 
one week, and her first offering is 
the ‘Snow Ballet.’ Not introduced 
properly for full effectiveness, num- 
ber being sandwiched in middle of 
act. 

To reach the ‘Snow Ballet,’ offer- 
ing opens as ‘Romance of the Seas 
sons,’ on pretty bungalow-in-country 
set and girls singing about the sum- 
mertime. Line girls (24) are on for 
first routine, only elaboration being- 
ing changing lights on costumes, 
Jeorgie Price makes his entrance on 
decrepit auto, gagging cigar bands 
and getting some laughs with radio 
mike. Also goes in for business 
with stooge, who breaks up his act 
to ask for quarters and giving him a 
chalk mark when he learns he is 
repeating. Ok, but later gags landed 
with dull thud. Registered strong 
with singing and imitations of Jessel 
and Cantor, 

Brings on Peggy Bernier, who 
dresses as a little girl and uses a lot 
of energy in singing. Always goes 
over nicely here, and same now with 
dumbbell line and ‘Was That the 
Human Thing to Do.’ 

Gambarelli also introduced by 
Georgie Price. No change in set, but 
new effort from lights. Full ballet, 
smooth and graceful, and Gamby 
herself puts ‘Snow Ballet’ in the 
class grade. Drew a nice hand from 
a somewhat unresponsive afternoon 
audience. Should have been intro- 
duced with more build-up strength. 

Biggest comedy applause snatched 
by Barto and Mann, comics of the 
‘Vanities.’ The long and short of it, 
this pair puts. over a rough routine 
that keeps getting funnier all the 
time. Opens with dance by tall 
nember, followed by acrobatic dance 
number from the little fellow. Work 
together with big boy in female 
makeup, hilarious as the two get 
twisted in each other. Timed just 
right. Trouble with. most comedy 
teams here that they stay on too 
long. 

Peggy Bernier on again, and finale 
brings girls in pajamas and white 
bathing suits. Comedy supplied by 
costumes of 1894, male chorus don- 
ning them and just getting by with 
some feeble laughs. A shame to put 
them in the scene, with the white 
bathing suits doing so well. 

Milton Charles at organ sings 
‘Rain on the Roof’ and does an imi- 
tation of Ben Bernie that would fool 
even the maestro himself. Sure of 
a hand. Orchestra had ‘Maritana’ 
overture, David Ross conducting. 

Waters. 


ng 
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STANLEY 


Pittsburgh, March 3. 

Stanley experimenting this week 
with an eight-act vaudeville layout 
instead of usual presentation, but it 
looks like a poor substitute. If this 
is a sample of the sort of vaude they 
must hand out around here in a 
downtown de luxer, they'd better 
stick to presentations. 

First show was miserably long and 
draggy, with half the turns insisting 
upon encores when one bow in most 
cases would have been plenty. Ran 
better than 95 minutes, probably a 
marathon record locally, and there 
were many walking. 

Running time will likely be low- 
ered during succeeding shows, but 
even with this, show doesn’t work 
out. This doesn’t even approach 
the modern big-time trend in this 
field, and what it amounts to is an 
uneven, badly balanced and badly 
playitig collection of acts. 

That 95 minutes of straight vaude 
without the old-time intermission is 
too much for anybody. There are 
only a couple of bright spots, and 
weeding is impossible. 

Chorus opening followed by Dick 
Powell, house's regular m. c., spotted 
in pit leading the music crew. Pow- 
eil’s specialty consists of playing 
three or four instruments and war- 
bling a couple of songs and after 
that he confines himself to the ba- 
ton. Can't consider line or Powell 
as legitimate openers, so that makes 
Liazeed Arabs, troupe of 12, actual 
openers. Three women in an act of 
this sort give it some novelty, but 
outside of that it hasn‘t anything 





(Continued on page 62) 
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Tm Telling You 


By Jack Osterman 


> 


HELLO SWEETHEARTS (By 
special permission of the copyright 
owners, Al Woods). 





Nice Host 
The other night a pal invited me 
down to Great Neck to see his new 
home, It included a billiard parlor, 
zymnasium and other luxurious ex- 
Upon entering a lovely salon 
it was astound- 


tras. 
on the second floor 


ing to see my host’s wife seated on 
a man’s lap. The husband said 
nothing, closed the door and we 


went downstairs. 

‘Let’s have some coffee,’ my friend 
suggested. A bit puzzled I asked, 
‘What about that guy upstairs?’ 

‘To hell with him—let him make 
his own coffee,’ replied mine host. 





Same Help 


Glad the Theatre Guild succeeded 


in helping Kate Smith out of her 
misery....they finally put the 
‘Moon in the Yellow River.’ 


He’s In Again 

Eddie Moran reports that he went 
to the Mayfair Saturday night, at 
the Ritz, and suggests the following 
slogan: 

‘The Mayfair, where you can go 
and learn to hate your favorite 
star.’ 


Dee Tees 

Two fellows had been on a spree 
for a week. One finaily got so he 
was seeing pink elephants. His pai 
was down in the hotel lobby telling 
the boys how bad his friend was 
upstairs, but he decided to go up 
and find out if there had been any 
improvement, 

‘How're you? he asked. ‘Sweil,’ 
‘You mean to 
don’t see any snakes 

‘Nothing at all,’ said 


tell me you 
or elephants?’ 
his pal. 

The other fellow rushed to the 
lotby very much excited and told 
the boys. ‘I know the poor fellow is 
gone because when I asked him if he 
still saw snakes he said he didn't, 
and I distinctly saw them in the 
room myself.’ 


A Way of Telling 

They were discussing the resem- 
blance between George White and 
his brother. ‘You can hardly tell 
them apart,’ said somebody. 

‘Il can,’ I quietly yelled. ‘The one 
who comes up to me and doesn’t of- 
fer me a part....that’s George!’ 


Ostermania 

I told Winchell if he played his 
cards right I'd squeeze his name 
into the column....up at nine the 
other morning and nearly lost my 
voice explaining why I was on 
Broadway so early, but I solved it 
by telling 'em I was playing piano 
for Little Jack Little....all 1 want 
is a press badge and I’m set....saw 
Guy Lombardo the other night and 
heard his orchestra....during eight 





Quick Moves 


Speakeasy raids came 
fast during the past week that 


80 


the joints began  fortifying 
themselves with customers by 
renting adjacent rroperties. 

One of the class middle 
spots was taken just when 
business was at its heighth. 
Props of this place, having 
foreseen trouble, had a spot 


a few doors away with emer- 
gency drinking utensils ready. 
While police stood outside, 
two bartenders and a couple of 
waiters directed familiar faces 
to the new spot. 











numbers Guy put the violin to his 
chin only once and then just fo) 


six bars; ‘he certainly holds a hot 
violin’....Rubinoff owns the Czar’s 
cigarette case....and speaking of 


the depression, according to Gladys 


Glad, it looks like a Mark has 
dropped to nothing....are you read- 
ing? 





MARRIAGES 


John Krimsky to Angela Atwell 
in New York, March 2. Bride's 
father is politically prominent. 
Groom conducts a theatre ticket 
distributing system known as 
‘Playchoice.’ 

Harold Bean and Margaret Owen 
in Chicago on March 1. Bridegroom 
is soloist with the Rex Maupin 
KYW studio band. 

Eve Shipley to Adrian Morris, in 
Beverly Hills, Calif., Feb. 26. Bride 
is a legit actress and groom is a 
stage and screen actor, brother of 
Chester Morris. 

Helen Gilligan to Raymond Bu- 
channan in New York, March 8. 
Groom is a textile chemist of Clin- 
ton, Mass. 

Ralph T. Kettering, 
marry Jane Love, in Chicago, March 
21. Groom-to-be is the son of the 
general manager of the Adelphi, 
Chicago. Bride is with the ‘Band 
Wagon’ company. 

Rufus Blair, Fox p. a. in San 
Francisco, set for Easter Sunday 
to Helen Pachaud, S. F. dancing 
teacher, formerly with F&M and 
RKO. 

Paul Spier, Marfield, 8. F., p. a., 
was married over three months ago 
to Margaret Schaylor, former cash- 
ier at the Paramount, §S. F., 

Ernest Pagano, Educational Pic- 
tures supervisor, marrying Norma 
Drew, legit, March 8 in Yuma, 
Ariz. 


Jr., will 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Underwood, 
son, Feb. 28, Dallas, Tex. Father 
is branch manager of Columbia 
Pictures exchange. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Sandrich, son, 





JESS WILLARD IN COURT, 
SAYS MILLIONS GONE 


Hollywood, March 7. 
Jess Willard, 
weight champion, 


one time heavy- 


admitted in mu- 
nicipal court here that he was un- 


one piece of property on Vine St. 
occupied by an open air market. 
When Willard was defeated by 
Johnson he came to the Coast and 
entered the real estate business in 
Hollywood. A few years ago he was 
considered one of Los Angeles’ most 


| successful r. e. operators, controlling 


most of the Vine street property 
between Sunset and Santa Monica 
blvds. 

Drop in Hollywood real estate 
values following the 1928 boom, he 
stated, was responsible for his pres- 
ent condition. 


Bike Races Bad Flop; 
Estimate $30,000 Loss 


The six-day bike grind that wound 
up Saturday at Madison 
Garden, New York, was rated the 
worst financial flop since that form 


of indoor show started at the Gar- 
den. Latter suffered no loss, how- 
ever, since the wheel stunt is on a 
rental basis at $3,500 daily. John 
Chapman and a Newark, N. J., group 
control the affair. 

Estimated the red to Chapman 
was more than $30,000 on the week. 
The promoter drew a panning 
cause standard and popular riders 
were not among the entries. Similar 
event several months ago was also a 
flop. Despite conditions, the admis- 
sion scale was topped at $4.40, and 
on several evenings the customers 
could be counted. One night the 
price was dropped to $3, then boost- 
ed again. 

Saturday night, to make a show- 
ing, it was reported 6,000 punched 
tickets were distributed. 





Square 


be- 





Bill O’Neal’s Operation 


William O'Neal, of operetta and 
musical comedies, is recovering at 
the Park East hospital from an ap- 
pendix and gall bladder removal. 
Condition was serious after the 
operation, but he is now considered 
out of danger. 

Mrs. O'Neal (Veree Teasdale), on 
tour in ‘Experience Unnecessary,’ 
was not told of the operation until 
her husband was out of danger. 
O’Neal tenored in several Schwab 
and Mandel shows. 





Feb. 24 in Los Angeles. Father is a 
director of sho-ts at Radio. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kobert Weitman, 
daughter, at the Beth Israel Hospi- 
tal, New York, March 10, Father is 
manager of the Brooklyn Para- 
mount, 
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Radio outlets. 


Swimming pool... 


56 St. 





H. A. LANZNER, General Manager 


Who Lives at 
The Park Central? 


MONG guests at The Park Central 

are prominent leaders 

phase of human _ endeavor, 

the screen, musical comedy, vaudeville 

and drama, select it because of its quiet 

serenity, excellent service and proximity 
to all theatres and railroads terminals. 


.--Electric refrigeration... .Period | 
salons and roof patios for private functions.... 
-Golf....and other features 
equally unusual and desirable. 


Largest Single Rooms 
in New York 


PHONE CIRCLE 7-8000 


tral 


N 


in every 
Stars of 








at 7th Ave., New York City 








able to pay a note of $6,000 and that | 





|his fortune, variously estimated at 
| between $2,000,000 and $4,000,000 | 
three years ago, had dwindled to} 





Did You Know That— 





Barbara Newberry has a 
new Cairn pup....Jane Tay- 
lor’s now a golden blonde.... 


Dorothy MacCarthy looked 
scarcely more than a _ baby 
herself, the other day, when 


she wheeled her 20 months old 
infant down Central Park 
West....the opening of ‘Child 
of Manhattan’ was very dressy 
and Mary Pickford, Pola Negri 
and Billie Dove were besieged 
by autograph pests....Dorothy 
Hall (who gives her best per- 
formance to date, in that play) 
looked exquisite in a red and 
white sport suit worn with a 
white beret and red and white 
accessories .... Peggy Fears 
made her debut as a producer 
in a velvet gown of aquamarine 
with a sable girdle and her 
mother and sister surprised 
her by coming from Texas for 
the premier....Mabel Withee 
knits booties, too, these days 
...Inez Courtney may return 
from Hollywood for a show.. 
June Collyer at the Mayfair 
looking slenderer than evel! 
and Mary Brian made a pretty 
picture in dusty pink....Mar- 
jorie King wore a lovely dull 
black, trimmed in long black 
fringe and Emma Littlefield 
(Mrs. Victor Moore) had on a 
white crepe ensemble with red 
fox....Grace Wenken looked 
stunning in white flat crepe 
worn with a tiny jacket of red 
lace and Lois Moran was 
youthful in black ilace.... 
among the men.. Bert Ly- 
tell, Reginald Owen, Anatole 
Freidland, Joe Wagstaff, 
Georgie Hale, Bert Taylor, 
Stan Pascal, Rhinehardt Glux- 


man, Charlie Einfeld, and 
Johnny Gallidett seemed to en- 
joy themselves. 








FARNUM DOES 
~ AREX BEACH 
IN PANAMA 


Los Angeles, March 
‘Death Valley’ Ralph Farnum 
dropped off a Pacific liner Satur- 
|day (5) to relate a thrill he en 
countered on the watery way west 
iwhen stopping off 12 hours iy 
Panama, Agent made each minute 


mean something to him in Panama, 


land barely caught the boat as most 
‘of the minutes meant the jail 
| house. 


ant on hand Death Valley Scotty's 
}pal went scouting for a ‘Variety.’ 
Believe it or not ‘Variety’ had been 
a sellout, so Ralph went looking for 
ithe paper’s correspondent, thinking 
jthat person was a man whereas 
|she’s a very nice girl. And the 
lguy from the Valley missed her. 
By this time Farnum was 
| blaze. He asked a cop about 
| ‘Variety’ and the copper told him 
ito wait until after sundown and to 


| In Panama with nothing import- 


li @ 


lpick what he wanted. With that 
jthe desert kid told the gendarme 
|his guess on Panama and was 


pinched. 
Looking through the local phone 


hook for a familiar name Ralph 
| finally ran across the leader of the 
lorchestra at Kelly’s joint. He 
labsolved Ralph just in time for the 


jagent to catch the boat. 

i On his leap from New York 
| Farnum stopped at all the winter 
| places, Havana is a morgue, states 
| Ralph, but he blows a kiss to Miami 
for both people and excitement at 
the same time gi.ing Palm Beach 
|the razz for being dead without 


{knowing it. 
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——= (IL BERT MILLER presente" 
Edna Herbert 
BEST MARSHALL 


There’s Always Juliet 


A Comedy by John van Druten 


‘Utterly delightful."—John Mason Brown, Post. 
EMPIRE Theatre, Broadway and 40th St. 
Eves., 8:40. Mats. Wed. and Sat., 2:30. 


HELEN N HAYES 


in MOLNAR'S New Comedy 


THE GOOD FAIRY 


‘One of the few triple-starred, immediately 
‘ecommendable entertainments in town.’’ 
—Gilbert Gabriel, N. Y. American. 
HENRY MILLER'S Thea., 124 W. 43d St. 
Evs. 3:50. Mats. Thurs. & Sat., 2:40. 


LESLIE HOWARD 


in PHILIP BARRY’S New Comedy 


THE ANIMAL KINGDOM 


“The season’s most gratifying adventure.’’— 
Percy Hammond, Herald Tribune 
Staged by Giibert Milier 
BROADHURST Thea., 44th St. W. of B’y. 
Evgs. 8:40. Matinees Wed. and Sat., 2:30. 




















1 
- MAX GORDON presents 


TUE CAT and 
THE FIDDLE 


By JEROME KERN & OTTO HARBACH 
“Broadway has not heard ifovelier 

music in its tife.’"—Gabriel, American. 

GLOBE THEATRE, B'way-46th St. Evgs. 8:30. 
Matinees Wednesday and Saturday 
Good Bale. Seats at Box Office $i to $3.50. 


EARL CARROLL 
VANITIES |.oxtn 


with WILL WILLIAM MITCHELL 
MAHONEY DEMAREST & DUKANT 
Company of 200—60 Glittering Scenes 
75 of the World’s Most Beautiful Girls 
44th St Theatre, West of B'way. Evs. 8.30, 
*$1-$3. Mats. Wed. & Sat, $1-$2.50. 











~~ ALEXANDER McKAIG presente 


ERNEST TRUEX 
WHISTLING +e DARK 


By Laurence Gross and Edward Childs Carpenter 
Direeted by Frank Craven 
Ethel Barrymore Th., 47th St., W. of B’y 
Eves. 8:50. Mats. ‘Wed. & Sat., 2: 410 


SMASH HIT! , The best mystery 
show in years.’—‘Variety.’ 
Robt. V. Newman presents 


Trick fo Trick 


with JAMES RENNIE 


i. HARRIS 33, hce waded 2 


in 




















erease 
LIONEL 


& soun BARRYMORE 


BAY ll in “Arsene Lupin” 
Phil Spitainy & Grand Orch. 
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Broadway eng 


MAYFAIR 33:::"; 


Was She a Bad Girl? 


IMPATIENT 
MAIDEN 


with LEW AYRES 
MAE CLARKE 

JOHN HALLIDAY 

| A Universal Picture 





Bway & 47th St. 
Mats. Daily 2:20 


BARBARA 


PALACE 


PRANK 
FAY and STANWYCK 


$ RITZ BROS.—RUSS BROWN 
LANDT TRIO and WHITE 


TEXAS GUINAN 
DAPHNE POLLARD 





BOthST, 2:02.24 
onti 

Wed. to Friday ‘ion Hw 
6—KKO AC teu 


BENNY RU BI N 
In Person 
Ricardo © ‘ortez—Paul L Le I 
Carole I ambard —_— 


“NO ONE MAN” 













On Broadway 
Continuous Shows 


81 st ST. 


Wed. to Friday Mar. 9 te I! 
RICCARDO CORTEZ 
PAUL LUKAS 


CAROLE LOMBARD 


in 
“NO ONE MAN” 


LOEW $ iwaye453¢7, 


TATE goes 


““UNION 

DEPOT” 
Doug. Fairbanks. fr. 
Vaudeville—Herman 


& joan Biondell 
Timberg, Keller 

Sisters and Lynch, 

Ed. Ford, Others 



























“Whitey” with 





OXY 


“After Tomorrow’ 





‘SEVENTH AVENUB 
AT 50th STREDT 





NIKON 


CHARLES FARRELL & MARIAN 


Roxy Orchestr® 


| FRED WARING’ S Sensational 
Sst iT Keaton - OQ) | Stage Show “METALLIC with Patricia Bew 
Passionate man, Baliet Corps, Roxyottes. 


Plumber” 





-Beginning Friday, “BEAST OF THE CITY, 
with Jean Harlow and Waiter Hustes 
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iary of a Stooge 


By Claude Binyon 


° 





Milwaukee—Wednesday. 

rhis is awful. Here I am de- 
gerted in the hotel because Mr. Clay 
walked out on me and Joe Thomas, 
and then Joe walked out. I didn’t 
eat a thing yesterday because I was 
afraid to go out of the room but this 
morning I went out anyway and had 
ham and eggs. Now I haven't any 
watch and don’t know what time it 
jg because the owner of the res- 
taur -nt has it. If Tillie knew about 
it she'd die because she gave me 
the watch when I was 18 and first 
told her I'd marry her. 


‘ 





The manager of the hotel called 
me over when TI came back and told 
me not to try any funny stuff like 
sneaking out. He said he had sent 
up and got my banjo and was hold- 
jng :t until I paid my bill. I asked 
him please couldn’t I practice on it 
even, and he said no, the louse. 

Here I am sitting in my 
with nothing to do but write in 
diary. I don’t even get no more let- 


room 


my) 





ters from Tillie and my family be- 
cause they think I am acting some 
place else and are waiting for me to 
tell them where. 
Milwaukee—Thursday. 
Are there no end to the tortures 
of being a stooge? I went out today 
and asked the manager of the res- 
taurant where I left my watch if I 
could have some more ham and eggs 
on it, and he argued for a while 
but finally said yes and I shouldn't 
never come around again until I 
could buy my watch back for $1.20. 

One meal a day is a awful way to 
live. You wake up at midnight and 
your stomach is slapping back and 
forth inside of you. 

The assistant manager of the 
hotel, a very nice guy, asked me if 
I was a stooge and I told him yes. 
He said that Moe Bowery’'s act was 
at the Riverside and Moe used 
stooges. He said he heard that one 
of Moe’s stooges run away with an 
acrobat’s wife and maybe I could 
get a break. 

I thanked him and went over to 
the Riverside and asked the man at 
the door to let me in because I was 
a stooge and wanted to see the 
show. He said he was sorry but 
there was a rule against letting 
stooges in for nothing. Then I 
asked for the manager and pretty 


(Continued on Page 42) 





_ Kearns Divorce Near 


Chicago, March 7. 

Settlement out of court practically 
Q@ssures either Jack Kearns or his 
wife, Mrs. Legena Kearns, a divorce 
when the case comes up before Cir- 
cuit Judge Trude March 14. Mrs. 
Kearns, suing on grounds of deser- 
tion, is ill in New York and may 
not be able to be present at the 
hearing. In that event Kearns will 
be granted the decree. 

Stipulation of terms is that Mrs. 
Kearns should receive $5,000 the day 
of the hearing and the balance of 
$7,000 at the rate of $100 a week. 
Kearns has fought his wife for a 
long time, trying to have the mar- 
riage annulled on the status of not 
being legally married, according to 
his claim. 





Musicians’ Fatal Crash 


Chicago, March 7. 

Frank ‘Teschmacher, musician, 
Was instantly killed, and William 
Davidson, orchestra leader at the 
Miralaga cafe, was injured when 
their auto collided with a taxi Wed- 
Mesday (2), 

Davidson was taken to 
injuries. 


DELMAR ILL 

Jule Delmar is in French hos- 
Pital, New York, with double pneu- 
Monia. He was taken there in an 


&mbulance from the NVA _ club, 
where he resides. 
Former Keith booker recently 


Joined the Lyons & Lyons office 





VAIL IN AUTO SMACK 


; Chicago, March 

-AWin Vail, 
““mpany of ‘Death Takes a 
“ay, snapped between the 


‘aSt week as the result of an 
wreck, 


Show opened on schedule Thurs- | berg, both KTAB staff singers, will | 





Flock’s Okay 


Los Angeles, March 7, 


For some time after her 
marriage it was still ‘Aimee 
Semple MacPherson’ in the 
Angelus Temple billing. Ap- 
parently the templites were 
awaiting the honeymoon test 


before forgetting the old cog- 
nomen, 

Evidence that the  bride- 
groom took with the flock as 
well as the shepherdess is the 
current sign: ‘Welcome home 
Sister and Brother Hutton.’ 











Decision Reversed on 
Conley’s Sunday Plea 
In Vaude Girl’s Suit 


Judgment in favor of Katherine 


breach of contract 


’ 


Healy in her 
ction agcil 
dered last spring by Judge Wendel 
of the City Court was reversed 
last week by the -— “9 

the Supreme Court, New York. A 
new trial has been ordered. 

Miss Healy sued for $3,000 on 
contract given her in June, 1927. 
Contract provided work for 35 weeks 
starting Aug. 21, 1927, 
act. 

City Court decision was based on 
the fact Conley’s contract stated a 
week to be seven days and would 
have necessitated work on Sundays. 
Since performances on the Sabbath 
are barred by law 


» 





Kendler, argued that the contract 
was invalid, which the City Court 
upheld, but which the appeal de- 
cision reversed. Wing and Wing 
represent Miss Healy. 

50-CENT CHISEL 
Woman, Posing as Police Matron, 


Has Her Own Cheap System 





A woman claiming to be a police 
matron has been fleecing Times 
Square beauty shops with a naive 
and petty scheme. 

Revealing her assumed identity, 
the woman intimidates shop oper- 
ators by asking rapid questions 
about their establishments and then 
requesting cards to distribute among 
her friends. After she has made an 
appointment to return for treat- 
ment that evening she discovers 
she’s come off without any money 
in her purse. She casually asks 
for the loan of 50 cents until her 
promised return. The shop owner, 
timidly wondering if she has vio- 
lated any building regulation, or 
otherwise come under the eye of 
the law, is too confused to deny a 
prospective customer so small a 
sum, 50 cents waltzes out the door 
and never comes back. 


A B’way Returner Sees 


Nickel popcorn on corners where 
it used to be 10c orange juice. And 





prices. 
A big hick town that still gapes 
at guys atop flagpoles. 





Ravens- | 
wood hospital and treated for slight |! and 


director of the local | 
Holi- | 
sheets | 


auto! 


From floodlights and $5 ‘pre- 


meers’ on the Coast to blatant bark- 


| ers in front of the burleskeries on 
Broadwey. 

More mitt-readers in restaurants 
those gypsy tea rooms than 
No fixed fee, but it’s 
matter of legal 


|ever before. 

okay to tip. A 

nicety. 
Wandering magicians working the 

| speakeasies like those Arab boys in 

| Paris nite clubs. 

No nite life. 





More dialectic eateries in and 
aroune the Square, ranging from 
vodka to magyar. 
| Two-cent newspapers; cut-rate 
pharmacies: femme newsies, with 
papers under their arms, and look- 


ing like they might be out of some 


cabaret chorus, 





Frisco Radio Romance 
San Francisco, March 7 


Wint Cotton and Gerda Lund- 


TOO MUCH WORK 





Hellinger’s Typewriter Named Rea- 
son for Gladys Glad Split 





The Mark Hellinger-Gladys Glad 
divorce, while a complete surprise 
to many, was not unanticipated by 
his intimates who knew that the 


New York ‘Mirror’ sob columnist 
was even more wedded to his work. 

Miss Glad, a Ziegfeld beauty and 
billed as ‘the most beautiful woman 
in America,’ couldn't quite under- 
stand the necessity for the intensive 
application, although she had as- 
similated no small measure of 
newspaper experience through her 
husband's social associates and the 
practical experience she later had, 
also on the ‘Mirror.’ Miss Glad 
wrote a beauty column for the 
Hearst tab which, like Hellinger’s 
column, received syndication. 

Hellinger devoted his column on 
the morning the news story of the 
prospective divorce broke, to a per- 
sonal approximation of what his 
friends’ opinions of the rift might 
be. They had been married three 
vears, 





in New York, | 
Conley, through his attorney, Julius | 


juice cut to a nickel and cut in) 
oranges. 
Unexpurgated literature at pop 


Booties, Baddies 


Now Fav Tenants 
For Coast Apts. 


Hollywood, March 7, 


Hollywood and Los Angeles 
ipartment houses are going all the 


in Conley’s | 


way in efforts to tenant their 
uites with regular paying guests. 


They're accepting ladies of the eve- 
ning and bootleggers in preference 
to more respectable but less finan- 
cially secure tenants. 

One real estate company operat- 


ing about 30 apartments houses 
admits that the questionable 
tenants are the only ones sure to 


after all 
this 


rent and is out 
can get from 


pay their 

the business it 

faction. 
Holding Tenants 

Landlords are going so far as to 
give the racketeers service on new 
apartments if the cops close the 
former homestead, Apartment jacks 
the rent of these people and has 
them pay in advance, If they move 
out the apartment house is so much 
in front. 

Real estaters excuse themselves 
by claiming a wide open operation 
is a matter of economics. Investors 
and directors are looking for profits, 
no matter from whence they come. 

Apartment houses, particularly in 
the Hollywood and Wilshire section, 
have been having a tough time for 
the past six months, Over half of 
the apartments are empty. New 
buildings, erected at a fast rate, 
have pushed the older establish- 
ments out of the running. Apart- 
ments in Hollywood which formerly 
rented for from $150 to $200 
monthly can now be had for $75, 
with numerous former class spots 
now glad to get $45 and $50 for 
their singles, 








‘Coffee Dan’s’ Invalid 
Wife Wants Divorce 


San Francisco, March 7. 

| 

| A week of tumultous court ses- 
|sions, accusations and cross- ac- 
cusations may result in a settlement 


‘of the Johnny ‘Coffee Dan’ Davis 
domestic litigation recently insti- 


‘tuted by his wife, the crippled Ruby 
| Adams. 

Superior Judge Graham this week 
recommended that Mrs. Davis 
change her complaint from separate 
maintenance to one of divorce with 
a reasonable alimony settlement. 
Attorneys for both sides are con- 

ulting on the matter. 

On the stand for several days last 
week, Davis answered his wife's 
charges and asked for annulment 
of the marriage that took place five 
years ago, after the former dancer 
id been injured in a backstage ac- 
cident at the old Strand. 

Davis operates Coffee Dan’s. 


~ 





Fun in the Corn Bek 


Dubuque, Ia., March 7. 


going 
the 


Cockfighting seems to be 
strong in certain sections of 
|state despite its illegality. 


Not much heard except by those 


Cay (3) at the Playhouse, produced | be married tomorrow (8) at the/|in the game or in pinches. Three 
' bride's bome in Oakland. 


by George Wints. 


latest drew fines of $25 each 





{ } 
engagement, he 
| pay Mrs 





Couldn't Sell High Tide Privilege in 


Honolulu, So Freeman Bernstein Home 





Bridge Oxygen, Too? 


Under a merger of contract 
bridge clubs the personal ap- 
pearance of a prominent name 
is being used to stimulate at- 
tendance. 

One New York plan is a per- 
sonal by some luminary every 
Thursday night in connection 
with a duplicate bridge tour- 
nament. It is a feature of a 
new club merger. 











Politest Audience 
Is at Roerich Hall; 


Dissects Terpischore 


Chorus girls practising new tap 
routines would be surprised to 
know what they’re really doing is 


furthering the American folk dance. 
Their intent may be only to perfect 
themselves for their next job, but 


to the Roerich Society Dance Ap- 
preciators they’re engaged in a 
work of deep sociological and 


aesthetic significance, 

Up at the artistic Roerich Hall, 
on Riverside Drive, ‘The Dance’ is 
something to be ‘appreciated.’ Here 
dignified dowagers, sallow com- 
plexioned maidens with exotic coif- 


fures, slim Latin-looking young 
men, and elderly gentlemen fore- 


gather to study the cultural aspects 
of ‘what they call “the tap’.’ The 
rumba, which has died the death 
of a fad on Broadway, at Roerich 
Hall has passed on to a loftier 
plane where it’s called the ‘room- 
bah’ and is explained by the lady 
chairman as ‘not a ballroom dance.’ 

In order to learn what’s what 
in the dance, the Roerich Society 
Dance Appreciation Series presents 
vaudeville, picture house and recital 
dancers to its serious minded au- 
dience. ‘The dancers,’ states the 
lady announcer, ‘are magicians who 


turn our world into fairyland. We 
feel like a child again.’ An in- 
dulgent smile accompanies. this 
statement, 
All Attention 

The small recital hall, its cold 
plaster walls brightened with 
mounted Persian rugs, holds an 
air of refinement and good taste 
everywhere. The drinking cup ma- 


chine doesn’t work, but it’s a beau- 
tifully modernistic model. The 
ushers instead of looking coldly at 
the proffered tickets, ask politely, 
‘May I help you?’ Nobody laughs 
when the curtains fail to work. 
Nobody snickers if the lights go out 
in the midst of an artist’s number. 
Nobody notices the resounding 
click of the light switches. Every- 
body pays strict attention to what 
they’re supposed to be assembled 
for — the artistic meaning of the 
dance. This is an ideal audience 
that should get an A in deportment 
as well as in forebearance. They 
adore everything and everybody. 
It’s the spot where any Broadway 
dancer can say goaled them 
without fear of contradiction, 


Gov’s Burn-Up 
Reno, March 7, 

Governor Balzar, of Nevada, is 
looking for a practical joker who 
informed him ‘by letter’ that five 
men were marooned in an Isolated 
snowbound mining camp without 
food and in dire distress. 

Governor personally hired an avt- 
ator for $100 to fly over the district 
and drop food to the men. Aviator 
found the camp but there were no 
signs that it had been inhabited for 
months. 

If the governor can find letter 
writer he intends to get $1600 worth 
of satisfaction. The governor was 
once a sheriff. 


she 








Alimony Blues 
Yonkers, N. Y., March 7. 
Despite affidavits of Arthur E 


Helmrich, known to the stage as 
Alan Edwards, that he had unsuc- 
cessfully canvassed every booking 


New York in search of an 
must continue to 
Elaine A. Helmrich, Scars- 
$2,900 a vear. 
Close in 


iffice in 


lale, 
White Plains 
denied the applica- 
ion of the actor for a reduction 
of alimony and the Appellate Divi- 
sion in Brooklyn has sustained this 


Justice 
Supreme Court 


finding. Mrs. Helmrich was granted | 


a divorce in June, 1930, on statutory 
grounds. 


+ 
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San Francisco, March 6. 
‘Well, well, are you the ‘Variety’ 


man here? Ain't that fines I'm 
just off the boat from Honolulu 
and I want you to let the petty 


larceners all over know that Free- 
man Bernstein is again on the 


P make.’ 


Mr. Bernstein looked quite nifty 
as he _ spoke. His panama hat 
seemed second hand and his trous- 
ers were once white, but he had 
been shaved and his cherubic face 
wore that Bernstein grin that 
can’t be dodged. 

‘Yes, sir, I thought I had better 
leave the Hawaiians to themselves,’ 
remarked Mr. Bernstein. ‘Them as- 
sault cases commenced to worry 
me. People on the streets was giv- 
ing me dirty looks. At any other 
time and somewhere when I wasn't 
i. stranger, that would have been 
flattering, but I- says, “Freeman, 
maybe you're under suspicion, 
Blow.” 

‘It struck that I might 
set a pinch and my bankroll 
-ouldn’t afford one, but still you 
probably can see the advantage of 
me arrested for that kind of as- 
sault. It would have been a rec- 
ommendation for the rest of mv 
life, but somehow as usual when 
things look the brightest, the b. r. 
can’t stand up. 

Freeman’s Idea 


set for some 


me too 


‘I had everything 


real dough at the Islands, My 
scheme was to grab a concession 
for the high tide rights. Then I 


intended to charge a fare to bathe 
at high tide. I was just about to 
close the deal when those assault 
things started to happen. 

‘Besides, I was worried a little 
over May. I could hear her say 


back in the States when reading 
about women assaulted in Hono- 
lulu: 


‘“And what do you think of that 
a.k.? He only got into Honolulu 
last week and look at this in the 
papers.” 

‘I was going to cable May not 
to believe anything in the papers 
unless my name was mentioned, but 
they wouldn’t send the cable col- 
lect, 

‘Under the conditions as I un- 
fortunately found them over there, 
I had no time to operate and all of 
my finesse went bust, leaving me 
with a short bank roll and a hell 
of a hard luck story. It was the 
story and 50% of the roll that got 
me on the boat. 

‘Now I must get back east. Don’t 
leave. I’m not going to touch, I 
wouldn’t waste that much time on 
a “Variety” mugg. I know all of 
those bums in the east and the 
cigars alone I have given them 
would have paid off May’s mort- 
gage. What I want is a little bit 
of info as to who I can sell those 
high tide rights to around here. 
Don’t tell me Pantages. I know 
that bird. 

Sell Anything 

‘Or if you don’t think I can put 
the tide rights over fast enough, I 
will sell the toll gate privilege on 
that new bridge from Frisco to 
Oakiand they’re going to build. 
How do I look the part for that? 
I haven't had to go to this cheap 
grift thing since I sold a Broad- 
way street car for a bus to an 
old friend of mine from Mt. Vernon. 

‘Better give me your address. Il 
may want to use you as a refer- 


ence, Any one asks you anything 
about me, just say I'm perfect. 
Act surprised like, saying you 


thought I was on my yacht down 
to Florida, 

‘In Florida I know where there 
are two orange groves I could sell, 
but I can’t sell them in California 
of course. So you can see the ter- 
rible break I’m getting right along. 
I never had any trouble selling 
those two orange groves any other 
place, They are my aces, back to 
back, 

‘You know that guy? 
of hearing. That’s pie 
won't have to talk so much. 


He's hard 
for me, I 
I can 


sell a chump who looks like that 
only the toll gate on the Oakland 
side. Wait here and I'll come back 
to show you what I got. 

‘That was a fine lobster you 
steered me against. After I had 
given my spiel, he says, “My man 


vou talk foolish. I own that bridge 


‘Anyway, | land soniething 
Don't forget to let the mob east 
know that Freeman Lernstein, who 
has been all over the world, leav- 


ing each country by request, is 
again back in his dear old U. BS. A.’ 
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News From 


‘the Dailies 








This department contains rewritten theatrica! news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


Variety takes no credit 








East | 


starred in- 
Rela- 


be 
Intimate 


Blanche Ring will 
st-:.d of featured in 


. | 
tions 


he was not in good voice in ‘Golden 
Dawn,’ hurting rentals. Wolff says 
lhe was employed for 20 weeks at 
| $3,000 per, but never used. Under- 
stood it was to be within a six 
months’ period from April 11, 1930, 
i but Warner contention is that it had 
| between April and Dec. of that year. 
Wolff has filed a demand for a bill 


Gershwin in Havana writing 


for a new show. 


Geo. 
score 
‘Counsellor at Law’ to be given at 


Sing Sing next Sunday (13). 





Judgment entered against Earl 
Carroll for $64,952.20, three months 
back rent of Carroll Theatre Co. } 
Carroll going to Europe. | 

Citv magistrate threw out case of | 
R. Cc. Bennett against Tex Guinan | 
for losine his play. Held it to be a} 
civil cause if anything. | 


Will of late Alice Harris, wife of | 
Sam H. Harris, shows gross estate 
of $67,881.31, according to initial in- 
ventory filed last week. 


Assignee of Mme. Francis, gown | 
designer, suing Flo Ziegfeld for 
$1,000. Asserted he failed to pay a 
30-da« note for that sum. 

Edw. J. Kelly, for the past 13 
years sec of the Catholic Actors’ | 
Guild, resigns. No immediate re- 


placement contemplated. 





Niege Bruce, of ‘Springtime for 
Henry, has alien permit extended 
to July 1 by Labor Dept. on repre- 
sentation that success of the piece 
was largely due to his efforts. 

Theatre Guild has accepted | 
‘Something to Live For,’ by George 
Neil, better known as ea novelist. 
ZVill hold for next season. 





forms a co-op 
To be known 
and in- 


Marguerite Sylva 
to produce ‘Carmen.’ 
as Co-Artists Opera Co., 
corporated. 


feo. L. Bagby, who wrote ‘Fior- 
etta,’ inherits $600,000 from the 
estate of the late Mrs. Anne Pen- 
field, who backed that production. 
Estate grosses $16,000,000. 








George W. Weeks changes the} 
na’.e of Action Pictures to Mayfair. 
Announcement made at sales con- 
vention last week. 





Curtain speeches being made in 
some N. Y. theatres asking audi- 
ences to protest the proposed thea- 
tre tax. 





Lambs to hold annual public 


Gambol April 24. 





Mrs. Harry Langdon obtains in- 
terlocutory decree of separation 
from the comedian in White Plains, 
N. Y., on plea of abandonment. Suit 
was not contested. Obtains $150 
weekly for next six months, then 
$200. Also $2,500 counsel fees. 





Fritz Riener of Curtis Inst. of 
Music, Philadelphia, turns down 
offer of general direction of Stadt- 
ische opera, Berlin, for next season. 





‘Bridal Wise’ to play a week at 
Boulevard, Jackson Heights, before 
going to Washington. 


Kent Foundation 
its sixth national 


Atwater 
nouncing 
audition. 


an- 
radio 





Bill Hays, juve actor for Vita- 


phone, in Willard Parker hospital 
with scarlet fever. Recovery ex- 
pected. 


Cy Landry’s claim against Aarons 
& Freedliey disallowed by Equity 
arviters. Latter hold that ‘Heads 
Up’ was not the same as ‘Me for 
You,’ for which Landry held run- 
of-play contract. 


John Junior and Stapleton Kent 


enroute for Australia. Former to 
play lead and latter to direct 
‘Whistling in the Dark’ for J. C. 


Williamson. 


Shuberts reported considering a 
musical version of ‘Lysistrata.’ 
_ El Garron, new night club, will 
cater to professionals. Membership 
affair so it will not have to close 
at 3 a. m. 





Larkin, chorus girl, to 





Josephine 


marry Richard Baumegarden, sax 
plaver, instead of Paul Rose, 
wealthy Englishman, Has taken 
out license, 

Cunard line has arranged with a 
finance firm to permit passengers 
to make a trip and pay in instal- 
ments, 

Walter Wolff sues Warner Bros. 


for $60,000, so they are suing him 
for $515,000. The 15 grand is for 


of particulars in the countersuit, 


Gladys Glad to ask Mexican judge 


for a slough from Mark Hellinger. 
Explains they just couldn't get 
along, but still very friendly. Mar- 


ried in July, ’29. 

Although a night watchman found 
Harry Go!d and David tainer in 
front of t.e open door of a safe in 
the Rugby theatre, Srooklyn, and 
caused their arrest, the boys deny 
any burglary intent. 


Two men got about $250 from the 
Ritz theatre, Lyndhurst, N. J. 
caped without alarming audience of 
about 300. 


Es- 


Autoists are taking jail raps to 


| avoid paying $5 and $10 fines. 


Capt. John Edgar, 88, timekeeper 
of Met. Op., celebrated his 21st year 
on the job last week. 


Robert Sherwood, who served with 
Canadian troops in world war, do- 
nates his Canadi.n royalties on 
‘Queen’s Husband’ to disabled sol- 
aiers, 

Ben Gordon's theatrical 
shop went up in smoke, 


costume 
Total loss. 


Eugene O'Neill 


working on three 
plays, but not to be done at the 
same time, All American dramas 
with periods of 1776, present day, 
and 1940. 





Lena Hoburg’s club gets a visit. 
Nine employees, about 50 bottles 
and some beer gathered in. Was 
padlocked some years ago. 


Virginia M. Dixon is suing John 
Ringling in Sarasota, Fla., for $100,- 
000 damages. Injured in an auto 
accident three weeks ago and police 
declare the car belonged to the cir- 
cus man, 





Manuel Seff and Forrest Wilson, 
who authored ‘Blessed Event,’ have 
finished ‘This Dear Encounter,’ 
James Hall offered a part in ‘Wise 
Girl but will stick to vaudeville 
bookings. 








Ada May to lose $300 because her 
dog bit David Duffy, a house 
painter. He sued for $25,000 but 
the jury brought in a verdict for 
the lesser sum. 





E. K. Nadel announces a vaude 


revue for B’way, but doesn’t tell 
where, 
Col. W. S. Edrington, Texas oil 


operator, sued for $400,000 on notes 
which he endorsed for Carroll Real- 
ty Corp. Notes matured Jan. 20 
and Chemical Bank and Trust Co. 
looking for funds in this state to 
attach, 


Peter Arno disclaims any connec- 
tion with ‘Man About Town’ revue. 





Members of ‘Beau Strings,’ which 
Sigourney Thayer produced in 1926, 
finally paid off. He wants to pro- 
duce again so squared with Equity. 





Anna Case will make her first 
public appearance since her mar- 
riage to Clarence H. Mackay at a 
concert at Carnegie Hall, Satur- 
day (12). 


Evelyn Herbert back from Europe. 





Congressman Sirovich to speak to 
the Jewish Theatrical Guild about 
the critics. Date not given, 

Publix New Jersey Theatre Co. 
continuing evasion of Sunday blue 
laws, opened the Paramount, Oxford 
and Strand in Plainfield, N. J. 

Nat Dorfman’s ‘Scarlet Parade’ 
being considered by Arch Selwyn. 





Evelyn Herbert coming over to 
talk about an engagement in 
‘Waltzes from Vienna’ for Max Gor- 
don. Was in the London cast, 


William 
Anatomist’ 
ing that the 
to this type 
season, 


Harris, 
back in 
times 
of play. 


at., DPuts “The 
the safe, decid- 
not favorable 
Maybe next 


are 


Met Opera to be given a new busi- 
ness set-up, Now a stock corp. and 





money paid for obtaining his release 
from Shuberts and the rest because 


Tom 


oS = 5 ee 


to be changed to a membership 
body, Difference is that in the lat- 
ler anyone mays asked to join. 


No change in personnel contem- 
plated, but may necessitate drawing 
up new contracts for singers, proba- 
biy at less money. Is an economy 
measure, too. 





Chas. Weldling and others con- 
cerned in the production of ‘Frankie 
and Johnnie’ obtain a reversal ol 
their conviction on obscenity 
charges in Court of Appeals. Court 
holds that ‘the fact that Frankie 
and Johnnie and their companions 
were not nice people does not make 
the play obscene.’ 

Ruth Chatterton planning a Coast 
production of ‘Counsel's Opinion 
with Rose Hobart and Ralph Forbes 

Channing Pollock’s second road 
troupe of ‘House Beautiful’ ended in 


Jacksonville, Fla., last week. 
Shuberts have turned ‘Petting 
-arty’ back to the authors, Orrie 


Lashin and James M. Cain, 

Dwight Deere Wiman has 
‘Nasty Old Man,’ French play, 
next season. 





bought 
for 


Gilbert Miller and Philip Merivale 
all set on a new play, but there's a 
Shubert contract in the way. 

Marc Connelly went to 
write a play. He’s back, 
didn’t bring the play. 
‘Casanova,’ an adaptation by H. S. 
Kraft from Sidney Howard's adapta- 
tion of a foreign original. Planned 
as a musical by Lyle Andrews. Ed- 
ward Horan has done the score, and 
Theodore Pola the lyrics. 

New television set has 4x5 screen 
yet is no larger than midget radio 
set. 


Mexico to 
but he 





‘Church Mouse’ already in stock 


Opened at Mt. Vernon. 


Promoter offers round-trip to re- 


ducing springs, including  treat- 
ments, for lump sum. Offer open 


only to those 20 pounds overweight. 


Earl Carroll bidden bon voyage 
by entire ‘Vanities’ troupe and a 
process server. Latter was helping 
the rent collector. 


Radio City has first fire. High 
voltage cable shorted Friday (4). 
Little damage, but 200 lost a day’s 
work. 

considers turning a cold 
shoulder to benefits since charities 
aided ignore appeals from jobless 
players, 





Equity 





Russ. Op. Foundation planning its 
own home here. To be a reproduc- 
tion of one of the old Russian op. 
houses. With strong society backing 
idea may go over, 





Musicians’ scale kills Aborn grand 
op. plans, 

Helen Hayes to open first rally of 
‘block-aiders’ to help unemployed 
today (Tuesday). 





Billy Rose at work on two revues, 
‘Clowns in Clover,’ by Ballard Mac- 
Donald, David Freedman and him- 
self, and ‘Manhattan,’ latter to open 
in midsummer, former in May. Each 
to run 10 weeks, says the producer, 
and then troupe. 





Robert V. Newman writes open 
letter to Congressman Sirovich to 
let the theatre alone, blaming bad 
biz partly on mismanagement by 
and of the government. His letter 
served as copy for ads for his show, 
‘Trick for Trick.’ 





Ethel Barrymore, finishing her 
contract with Lee Shubert, to ap- 
pear under Arthur Hopkins next 


season. Was with the latter pro- 
ducer for two years several seasons 
back. ‘Encore,’ by Sheridan Gibney 
and Max Wittgen Stein, to be her 
first show for Hopkins, she says, but 
she'll be in a talker before that. 

First benefit for the Actors’ Din- 
ner Club Sunday (6) at the Lyceum, 
N. Y. Another next week, same 
heuse, 





National Council on Freedom from 
Censorship back anti-censor bills 
pending in the N. Y. State Legisla- 
ture. Equity, Dramatists’ Guild and 
Theatre League add their bit in pro- 
test. Bills call for repeal of law 
padlocking theatres where indecent 
players are performed and opening 
to public inspection of all orders of 
State censor board. 





Libby Holman to marry Smith W. 
Reynolds, recently divorced. Nup- 
tials expected to take place in 
Vienna, 


Coast : 


Polly Walters confined to bed with 
light case of influenza, 





Valerie Burr, actress, sues Her- 
bert Pagel for $102,000 damages over 
auto accident Christmas Day, 1930. 
Charges facial disfigurement, 


Hoot Gibson sued for $39 by Fd- 








for pasturage of his cattle. Actor 
has paid $180 of original $219 owed. 





Colleen Moore back to fill stage 
engagement for Henry Duffy in 
Frisco. Her husband, detained in 


New York, will come on in a few 
weeks. 

Eddie Gribbon and his wife fined 
$100 and $200, respectively, for 
liquor possession. After considera- 
tion by the judge, Mrs. Gribbon’s 
fine was suspended. 


Raymond Hatton, while attending 


fights at the Olympic stadium, was 
stricken with gastric disorders 
Actor was removed to his home, 


where he is recovering, 


Jack Hoxie, film cowboy, ordered 
to pay his wife, Marin Hoxie (Marie 
Sais), $60 monthly alimony for one 


Mrs 
on 


year and $350 attorney's fees. 
Hoxie is suing for divorce, 


charges of desertion and non-sup- 
port, 
. 
Mid-West 
Carl Hugo, St. Louis musician, 


sued for divorce by Mrs. Constance 
Hugo, who charged general! indigni- 
Asks :100 monthly alimony, 
for support of herself and 10-year- 
old daughter, 


ties. 


Dr. Maurice Mesirow, Chicago 
physician and husband of Irene 
Pavloska, opera diva, must pay his 
ex, Eda Mesirow, $45 a week ali- 
mony. Court so ruled. 


Omaha Playhouse dispensed with 
painting of a ‘saloon nude’ in pro- 
duction of ‘Mr, Antonio,’ because the 
picture was discovered to be ‘too 
realistic.’ 

Iederal radio commission refuses 
permission to WOW for full time 
broadcasting privileges. Station has 
appealed, 

Stray lion from the Hagenback- 
Wallace circus had to be tear- 
gassed before caught. Lion escaped 
from a wrecked auto truck cage. 





Government men raided the Harry 
Lee, night club boat along the 
Louisiana coast. Arrested 11 persons 
on board. Craft is worth $100,000. 

Bernice Elliott, with ‘Mourning 
Becomes Electra’ in Chicago, re- 
ported the loss of a $2,600 diamond 
bracelet to the police. 


Federal radio commission denied 
the appeal of station WRHM to 
have its hearing conducted in Min- 
neapolis instead of Washington. 
Station is petitioning for full time 
on the air. 


Only legit show to stay more than 
one week this season in St. Louis is 
‘Green Pastures.’ Colored play is 
in its second week at the American. 





George E. Q. Johnson, U. S. Dis- 
trict attorney in Chicago, did a 
burnup in print over gang pictures. 
Johnson’s particular objection is di- 
rected against film glorifying gang- 
sters. 





Diary of a Stooge 


(Continued from page 41) 


soon a man named Will Singer came 
out and said he was the manager. 

He seemed like a nice man so I 
told him I wanted to go in and see 
the show and when Mr. Bowery’s act 
came on I would walk up on the 
stage and act with him so maybe 
he would give me a job. Mr. Singer 
laughed and said that was no way 
to get a job, and I told him that 
was the way I got my last one. He 
told me to go back stage and talk 
to Mr. Bowery there, so I thanked 
him and went around to the back. 

There was a tough door man 
there and I knew we would never 
be friends. I said 1 was a stooge 
and wanted to see Mr. Bowery about 
a job, and he told me to go away. 
I said Mr. Singer told me and he 
said go back and get a pass from 
Mr. Singer. I went around to get a 
pass from Mr. Singer and he was 
gone, then I went back to the stage 
door and I still couldn't get in. 

Now I am in my room starving 
to death. Always starving to death. 
[ can't stand it. 


Milwaukee—Friday. 

Hooray! I am a stooge again, 
only I am in Moe Bowery’s act. He 
is a swell man, Mr. Bowery is. 1 
am so full of steak I can’t hardly 
sit down and I have my banjo and 
watch back and everything. 

I went back to the theatre again, 


all sad, and Mr. Singer was there 





wasd Rainey, State Supt. of Banks, | t 


;and [ told him what happened yes- 


rday. He said that was too bad 





———— 


and wrote out a pass for me, and 
then I went back to the doorman 
and grave it to him and held 
thumb up to my nose at him. 
called me a name, but what de [ 
care? Pretty soon he came back 
from inside and said Mr. Bowery 
would see me, but don’t ' 
pest out of myself. 

Mr. Bowery was in his dressing 
room, a short little man with a blue 
suit and very kind. He 
asking me questions and I 
tell but all at 
popped out of my 
couldn’t talk no more. 
if I hungry 
hadn’t had 
morning, so he grabbed his hat and, 


my 
He 


make a 


Started 
tried to 
the 


eyes 


him, once tears 
and I 
He asked 
and | 


nothing 


me 
was said yes, | 


since yesterday 


just my luck, he went to the res- 
taurant where I left my watch 
I started off with soup because 


Mr. Bowery told me to, and worked 
up slow to’‘a steak. While I was 
ea’ ‘ing | told Mr. Bowery all about 
myself and he kept nodding his 
head. He asked me if Henry Clay 
was still driving a Chalmers and | 
said yes, and he shook his head. 
After I finished eating Mr. Bow- 
ery got me my watch and said he 
would try me out for a couple of 
days and if I was as lousy as he 
thocght ne would keep me He 


asxed me if I could play the banjo 
zood and I said not yet and he said 
that was fine. He is a funny man 
but very nice. 

Then went to a second-hand 
store and Mr. Bowery bought me a 
purple suit four sizes too big. I 
said I would rather have gray and 
smaller, but he said the purple 
would turn gray and shrink after a 
while, so I didn’t say anything 
more. We went to my hotel in the 
suit and people turned around and 


we 


stared at me and Mr. soweryv 
smiled. I felt kind of silly, but he 
is a swell man. Mr. Bowery paid 
up my bill and T got my suitcase 


and banjo and called the hotel man- 
ager a dirty name. Mr. Bowery 
m.de me take back the name, but 
[ would have taken it back anyway 
because the manager was going to 
hit me. 

I am in Mr. Bowery’s hotel 
much better, and in a little room 
all of my own except for another 
stooge named Scaramouche, He is 
Italian and can’t speak English 
very good and has terrible looking 
hair standing up crazy, so he don't 
bother me much. 

[I got to quit now and write let- 
ters to Ma and Tillie and tell them 
I go to Minneapolis from here, then 
I have to go to the theatre and try 


now, 





out the act with Mr. Bowery and 
the other stooges. 

Mr. Bowery didn’t mention how 
much I will get, but I don't care. 
Vivvy la. 

Pri 
rice Spree 
(Continued from page 1) 
urdays. Week-dayvs the take was 


from $5 to $10. 

But today you must quote your 
own price for applejack—but make 
sure it is high enough. Newspaper- 


men have purchased phones out- 
right from the farmers residing 
within a three-mile radius and 


these are netting from $25 to $100 
a week. The barbershop is getting 
$1.25 for a shave and haircut, and if 
you don’t like it there’s another cus- 
tomer waiting. In fact, there are 
ten or twelve customers waiting. 
Ham and egg sandwiches at the 
restaurant, which were 25 cents, are 
now quoted on the menu at 75 
cents. Hotel prices shot up to $5 a 
day on Thursday and by Sunday 
were $8. Used to be $1 and $1.50. 

The single taxi in Hopewell has 
been augmented by several dozen 
more, but all the drivers are Hope- 
well residents. An outside driver 
hasn't got a chance. There are no 
meters—just a flat rate for $2 a 
ride to be driven anywhere in Hope- 
well. 

Even the town ambulance—sel- 
dom used—has been pressed into 
service by photographers and oneé 
of them had to use a hearse to rush 
pictures to the Pennsylvania Rail- 
road station in Trenton. 


—— ee 


Mail Order Love 


(Continued from page 1) 


Guthrie, Okla, Carrollton, Miss.. 
Como, Tex., Elberton, Ga., Cape 
Girardeau, Mo., Hibbard, Ind., and 
other whistle stops. 

They'regfarm girls tired of domme 
chores and hoping for the best ?! 
the line of a mail order man who! 
take them away from the cows. 

Lots of claims are made for th 
short cut to wedlock, but no me" 
} tion is made of satisfied customers 


™~.. 
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Ea Kook has moved. 

Lou Frankel a six-day bike fan. 
New marquee for Loew's State. 
Ed. Ingle over a siege of illness. 
Those strong Jack Hess cigars. 
Ted Ireland is an applejack fan- 


Teuton Webb off to Nassau vaca- 
Sanky Gillespie expected from 
<< Kilpatrick sez he can’t find 
” and Mrs. Harry Lenetska are 
expectant. 


Rita Weiman’s dad recuperating in 
Hot Springs. 

The boys are under the influence 
of golf again. 

That proj>ction 
Schreck’s is cold. 

Billy Rose has returned from 
roading ‘Crazy Quilt.’ 

Eddie Hitchcock and Bud Gray 
both walking the stem. 

Em Jo Basche back from Europe 
and off his scholarship. 

D. A. Doran trying one of those 
weekend Bermuda trips. 

Arthur McHugh is press agent- 
ing ‘The Blonde Captive.’ 

Margie Harris batting for 
Harry Bedell at Miiler’s b. o. 

Bob Doidge going home early Sat- 
urday afternoons for a change. 

Manor Twins, of the Zieggy show, 
buying a house in Forest Hills. 

Frank Mason, NBC vice-presi- 
dent, vacationing in Augusta, Ga, 

Don Clarke paying a visit to his 
old stand, Metro publicity offices. 

Mrs. Arthur Hornblow and the 
baby are remaining east for a while. 

The rain ruined Sid Piermont’s 
Sunday striped pants and cane 
flash. 

red Puck, ex-Waring'’s Penns, in 
New York for a tew weeks from 
Saranac. 

Bob Stevenson, the elder, 
on Broadway as treasurer of 
Majestic. 

Bill Keefe and M. Barron declined 
to move into Ward Moorehouse’s 
apartment. 

Paul Whiteman’s girth control so 
much of a success they’re calling 
him ‘Slim.’ 


mag of Jay 


sick 


back 
the 


morrow afternoon.’ 
exactly on time. } 

When and if Hy Daab wants to 
make a nite owl party he makes 
sure that he’ll do so by checking 
into a hotel in advance. That saves 
him the sleeper jump to Scarsdale. 


Raid came off, 


Miami chatter last week said 
Ethel Merman goes into the Holly- 
wood Country club there. Miss 


Merman, who leaves this week, says 





she’s going for a vacation, not 
work. 
Basil Gerson’s chef busted up to | 


the desk and advised the 47th street 


restaurateur he was giving notice | 
and would quit in exactly three | 
minutes. ‘Great,’ piped Basil. ‘Put} 

| 


on some boiled eggs. For once we'll 


get ’em right.’ 


| 


South Africa | 


By Harry Hanson 


Summer weather. Business quiet. 
Jascha Heifetz, now in Calcutta, 
may come over here in June. 
Debroy Somers and his 
make a big hit at opera house. 
Murray, handecwZ manipulator, has 
been puzzling folks with his escapes. 
Trade depression, combined with 


band 


state of financial market, makes 
outlook none too rosy. 
Empire, Johannesburg, has fine 


bill in Ronald Frankau’s Optimists, 
with Kimberly and Page helping. 

Rupert Hazell and Elsie Day at 
Theatre Royal, Durban (Natal) in 
revue, ‘Good Cheer,’ for African 
Consolidated Theatres. 

The wife of J. H. Stodel, Cape- 
town branch manager for African 
Consolidated ‘Theatres, Ltd. has 
presented him with a son. 


The Ingenue Band of 22 girls 
opened at the Empire, Johannes- 
burg, Feb. 5. Direction African 


Consolidated Theatres, Ltd. 
Distressed musicians are plentiful 
in Johannesburg, and a series of 


symphony concerts is being ar- 
ranged to collect funds for their 


assistance. 

Capetown news sheets hysterical 
over G. Bernard Shaw, who is over 
here on holiday. G. B. S. takes sun 





Harry Gold says he never gets 
any publicity. The bane of a dis- 
tributing man. 

Harry Rosenthal, talking of 


Hollywood, says his was the face on 
the cutting room floor. 

Dave Hutcheson got away for 
London last week after arranging 
fed income tax dispute. 

Jack McInerney worried 
Mrs. McInerney, who is ill, 
looking after the baby. 

Panhandlers’ paradise now West 
45th Street, Broadway’s nearest 
thing to a street of hits. 

Shipwreck Kelly came down and 


about 
and 


another guy went up again last|pefore the camera has some possi- 


week. The same flagpole. 
RKO is plugging 
as a new radio ‘discovery.’ 
in Georges Carpentier’s act. 
Boys from major film and thea- 
tre offices lamenting passing of 
Oivmpic Club in 46th street. 
Spencer Bettleheim of the Music 
Box abed with influenza. Lep Solo- 
mon and Bill Norton doubling. 
Sophie Tucker’s autobiography 
may be started any day now. Titled 
‘Last of the Red Hot Mammas.’ 
Two-year-old daughter of Harry 
Martin, treasurer of Erlanger’s, 
died of scarlet fever, Friday (4). 
They dug up a photograph of the 
old photo and press department in 
Keith's. How scared they all look. 
Seven of the ‘Vanities’ stage crew 
required to work tho giant prop 
Eeoeeur, operating it from the in- 
e 


She's 


Clark Gable lives in a Tfollywood | 
apartment house owned by~ Mar-| 


Baret Livingston, wife of Paul 
Whiteman. 
A w. k. lawyer has written a 


sketch attacking prohibition and is 
Personally peddling it around vaude 
circuit offices. 

If American Tobacco goes back to 
Outdoor advertising (billboards) it 
will devote around $2,500,000 to the 
exterior exploitation. 

The Lindbergh baby kidnaping I!s 
the first major news event in years 
that~ hasn't provided gag material 
for comics and other: 

Sam Shain, tired of ;’1y!ag the 
Park West hosp after nine weeks, 


walked out on the engagement last | 


week. Recouping elsewhere, 

-immie Gillespie's article, ‘Hot 
Music,’ appears in the March 19 
Satevpost.’ Gillespie is nlanning a 
book, ‘And the Band Played On,’ 
later, 

Wall Strect broal tape ticker, 
facred to quotations and other busi- 
ness news, gaye precedence to de- 
velopments in the Lindbergh kid- 
naping. 

Abe Lastfogel is agenting Mrs. 
Bill Rowland (Peggy Hope) for 
Vaudeville and Rowland is agent- 
ing Mrs. Lastfogel (Frances Arms) 
for radio. 

Billy Diamond, Jr., eight-year- 
old son of the RKO agent, is re- 
‘uperating from septic poisoning at 
Long Beach hospital. Expected 
home this week. 

Speak near the Square gave cus- 
tomers address of another 
&nnouncing it expected a raid ‘tc- 





svelyn Hayes | 


baths. Went up in an aeroplane. 
First time up. 
African Consolidated Theatres, 


Ltd., the new title for the merger of 
African Theatres, Ltd., and Kine- 


mas, Ltd., is liable to prove, with 
its big chain of theatres, a for- 


midable array against any attempt 
to oppose them. 

Afritone Film Productions, the 
new independent, have had try-outs 
at their studio in Wynberg, Cape- 
town, seeking for budding film 
stars. The raw material presented 


bilities and many impossibilities. 


Australia 


Terrific heat hurting. 

Charles Munro to America. 

Two Sydney theatres dark, 

Barry Barnes and Mary Cobb 
here, 

‘Barretts of Wimpole Street’ this 
month, 

George Robey and Ella 
booked for tour, 

Enormous crowds due next month 
for Sydney Bridge opening. 

‘Ritter Sweet’ and ‘Autumn Cro- 
cus’ in preparation by W. T. 

Hoyts have recently installed an 
orchestra of 32 in their Plaza, Syd- 
ney. 

Government may increase tax 
grab on amusements owing to cash 
shortage. 

Tin hare racing hurts suburban 
trade. Twenty-five thousand folk 
attended meets twice weekly. 

Censor has not banned any pic- 
tures for quite a while. English 
pictures are now getting by without 
much snipping. 

Next March will see the opening 
of the W. T. Grand Opera Co. in 
Sydney. Artists imported from Italy 
with locally trained chorus. 

Efftee Studio, Melbourne, working 
on musical talker under title of ‘His 
Royal Highness.’ George Wallace, 
burlesque trouper, featured. 

Fullers will extend their revue 








Shields 





| awhile. 





place, | 


units all over chain if business con- 
tinues good in Sydney. Not ex- 
pected to import foreign artists yet 


Hugh D. McIntosh, former con- 
troller of the Tivoli Theatres, plans 
re-entering the fight game in Aus- 
tralia if he can get the backing. 
McIntosh stated he proposed brinr- 
ing Carnera here for three fights 
and offering the giant 16,000 pounds 
to make the trip. 

Suva, a British settlement in the 
South Seas, has just had its princi- 
pal theatre wired for talkers. Island 
of Suva has a large native popula- 
tion together with a few hundred 
white settlers, mostly government 





officials. When first program was 
offered before a mixed audience, the | 
natives almost went crazy over dia- 
log on the screen. They demanded | 
to know from where ‘devil noise’ | 
came, and could not be pacified until | 
the works were shown them. 





Paris | 


‘ 
Paul England, composer, died. 
Henry Newman, film writer, ene 
gaged. 
’ Owen Nares recovered from ine 
a bie scramble was taking place, in fluUenza -< . 
a childish attempt not to have it 
publicized. John Payne nearly flooded out at 
Rhyls closec Mon Jardin when | Staines, 
business fell off. New joint is ow; Moss Empires now have five 
a private club located near the} hookers. 
| Palais Royal. Entrance only On| Spring models in girls and robes 
cards numbered by the manage-jare out. 
ment. | Ford brought out new auto here 
—_ " at $550. 
Corrine Griffith in a huddle on an 
Budapest Plstree set. 
Shayle Gardiner back at Elstree, 
By E. P. Jacobi with B. & D. 


John Van Druten back. 
Walter Lang to Berlin. 
Suzette O’Nil is very ill. 

Dranem a hit in the talkers. 


G. W. Pabst back from Africa. 
Rene Fauchois in his own play. 
‘Elektra’ revived at Paris opera. | 
Opera singers all over the place, 
Adolphe Menjou at a firht. | 
Joe Mansfield no longer with Fox, | 
Paul Fejos signing up with Osso. | 
Lee Planskoy recovering from 
flu. | 
‘Smart Money’ a complete flop | 


here. | 

Hamilton Gibbs living on Leit 
Bank. 

Luis Arnold planning pictures | 
here. 

2.enry Shubert over to write a/ 
novel. 

Mrs. Cliff Fischer in hospital 
| again. 

Lawrence Drake turning pub- | 
lisher, 

Roy Wood on tour with ‘Sexe | 
Faible.’ 

Patsy Ruth Miller expected 
st ortly. 


Dorothy Farnum postcarding from | 
Riviera. 
Business 
terrible. 
Lacey Kastner off to Algiers on} 
business. 
Tay Garnett writing that he’ll be 


at the Casino de Paris 


over soon. 
Oukrainsky’s American dancers at 
the Opera. | 
Yjuna Barnes with Mistinguett | 


at ‘Hector.’ 
Ernest de Regnier 
Hollywood. 
Ben Miggins back with Shaneghal | 
news reels. } 
Jane Marnac preparing for her | 
second film. | 
Anny Ondra coming back for a} 
French talkie. | 
| 
} 


returning to 


Paul Ludwig Stein is going back 
to Hollywood. 

George Kann doing 
clubs in Berlin. 

‘Hold My Hand,’ recording from 
London, is big hit. | 

Rex Ingram and Alice Terry want | 
to do another film. 

John Weld showing copies of his | 
first novel around. 

Wilfred Hoare 
Viennese operetta. 

Double bill at the Alhambra for | 
25 cents is popular. 

Ruth Putnam Mason throwing a 
brawl for the press. 

The Michael Farmers in the Lon- 
don society columns. 

Plenty indies resulting in 
tests for mannequins. 

Earl Leslie throwing a party at 
the ‘Boite a Matelots.’ 

Joe Zelli planning to return to 
New York for a month. 

Fans disappointed Marlene Diet- 
rich is not coming over. 

Ted Trolle going back to Holly- 
wood to be an extra again. 

Peverall Marley back from the 
Riviera and going to work. 

Victor Glover working hard on 
scripts even if studio is closed. 

Pauline Garon, ex-Sherman, and 
Helen Costello, exing-Sherman, 
chewing the rag. 

Gary Cooper going back to the 
States and talking about the rhino 
th t almost got him. 

Irvin Marks at the Chinese res- 
taurant three tables away from Lili 
Chatain and his party. 

tn sixth week original version of 
‘Her Man’ with French sub-titles 
still packing the Palace. 

Kitchen Pirates making a bee 
line from the Ile de France to the 
Morris office, and off to Berlin. 

Tallulah Bankhead’'s sister, Eu- 
genie, giving the French lawyers 
hope by preparing to marry again 
here. } 

Maurice Rostand waiting for Bob | 
Kane to return before he sees ‘The | 
Man I Killed’ and invites Briand as | 
guest. 

Though Gilbert Clark is in Lon- 
don somebody in Paris looks enough 
like him to cause mistakes by his 
best friends. 

Local thieves stop at nothing. | 
Latest swag includes 500 young} 
trees, pulled out from a nursery- | 
man’s plantation. 

Charlie Gordon bringing over! 
stills of ‘Jarnegan’ and miniatures} 
for the sets. Show will soft-pedal 
all Hollywood slams. 

Hubert Darren booking pictures: 
from every company for his two) 
houses, “The Washington Palace’ | 
and ‘Studio Diamant.’ 

Beulah Livingstone writing from 
London she would appreciate any- 
body giving space to Walter Mor- 
osco or Corinne Griffith. 

Barbette, the American female! 
impersonator, who is taken up by 
local society for his 
at the Empire from South America. 

Chaliapin confirming story of trip 
to Ameriva and also that he’s going} 
to London to do film for ‘ew Era, 
but without backing money from 
Chaplin. 

Press boys 
stands in 


the night 


for | 


preparing 


easy 








1fAVE 


requested to 
the Chambre when 


their 





lhis pupil, 


| bride. 


iis at 


} study in the operetta ‘Ex-Princess’ 


| film. 


| balunga’) 


| Italy 


| Aunt’ (Columbia), done into Italian 








; 


Influenza running riot imong 
stage folk. 
Jan Kiepura, tenor, here again for | 
guest performance at the opera. 

Very little snow, but chic to 
promenade your skis in town, pre- 
tending to be off to the hills. 

New restaurant ‘Broadway’ just} 
opened on Terez Boulevard. Popu- | 
lar prices and jazz orchestra. | 

Hevesi, manager of Nationa] the- | 
Semi- | 


j}atre, lecturing at Reinhardt 
}nary in Vienna on the art of direct- 
ing. 

Earon Koranyi, cabinet minister, 


head of Treasury Department, com- | 
posed a string quartet to be per-| 
formed at Academy of Music 
week, 

Felix 


next} 


Weingartner, famous or-| 
chestra leader of 65, who married | 
Carmen Studer, 26, gave 
his first joint recital with his young 


Ferenc Molnar’s new play, ‘Some- 
body,’ to be performed here. Author 
Cannes, sending eight-page 
special delivery letters with re- 
hearsal instructions twice daily. 

Emmy Kosari operated on for ap- 
pendicitis. Gizi Simon, her under- 


at the Andrassy-uti cabaret, took 
hes part, but when Gizi got flu, 
Emmy got out of bed and doubled 
for her own double. 


Milan 
By F. A. Shepley 


Columbia’s ‘Dirigible’ is being 
shown at the San Carlo Cinema, in 
place of ‘Charley’s Aunt.’ 

Great play is being made in the 
posters to say that the film has 
nothing to do with Sidney Chaplin's 


‘Daddy Long Legs’ (‘Papa Gam- 
did well at the ‘ors >. 
The dubbing is rather better done 
than usual, 

Second largest theatre in Milan, 
the Dal Verme, 3,000 capacity, has 
gone picture and variety. Prices 
are 10, 15 and 20c. 

Josephine Baker has changed her 
repertoire at the Teatro Lirico, 
which is filled nightly in a way that 
no other theatre has becn sIneo the 
war, 

The Odeon Cinema has found a 
magnet in ‘LePetit Cafe,’ Para- 
mount, with Maurice Chevalier as 
lead. The film is founded on a 
Tristan Bernard comedy. 


The revue, ‘Tutto Dipende da 
Quello’ (‘All Depends on That’), by 
the Riccioli-Primavera Co., is above 
par. A laughable skit on Gandhi 
was enjoyed immensely. 

At reduced prices, ‘Moby Dick,’ 
silent, is doing but moderate busi- 
ness at the Reale Cinema. John 
Sarrymore still grips despite a story 
that is quite alien to inland Italians. 

The Ufa’s Lubitsch-directed ‘Mai 
piu amore’ (French version) mer- 
ited the warm reception it had at the 
Cinema Reale. The Bluette-Navar- 
rini variety company and jazz band 
give a good revue. 

‘Nel Gorgo Del Destino’ (‘In the 
Whirlpool of Fate), Polish AS-Tobis 
film, has had a favorable reception. 
will look forward to seeing 
Betty Amann again because she is 
for Italians just what the doctor 
ordered. 

The Dal Verme, the second Lyric 
theatre after the Scala in Milan, is 
keeping to variety and pictures. 
The first part of the program is 
taken up with ‘Grand Hotel.’ A Fox 
Italian talker film, ‘Transatlan- 
tic,” occupies the remainder of the 
time. Show runs from 8 p.m, till] 
1:15 a.m. 

‘Ben-Hur’ has left the San Carlo 
Cinema after three months, a run 
unheard of in the history of Milan, 
ind has been replaced by ‘Charley’s 


by Dino Falconi. Charles Ruggles 
has made a great hit, which is an- 
other unusual thing for post-war 
Italians, who are little given to 
mirth. 

‘I Love’ (‘Free Soul’) (Metro) Las 
just begun what promises to be a 
successful run at the Odeon Cinema. 
All the femmes are keen to judge for 
themselves whether Clarke Gable is 





of | 
the public jeering y 


; called 


Two more English film fan maga- 


i zines due out. 


Doug Haig, of Universal, to Can« 


jada in the spring. 


Spring floods at Teddington keep- 


|ing the Warner staff worried. 


Haddon Mason claimed two eagles 
and two birdies in one round. 

Irving Asher lived on the Thames 
for a year and never crossed it yet. 


Leslie Henson played golf with 
Alec Herd this week and still talks 


about it. 

The Bogey Club, Bush House, so- 
because the members still 
can't play down to it. 

Provincial coffee and cake vaude- 
ville circuit issues contracts reading 
No complimentary tickets to be 


| given to landladies.’ 


The Curtiss Browne dance intro- 
duced four authors to four gossip 
writers, and it was found there were 
only four altogether. 


Carl Heath, secretary of English 
Quakers, lecturing in Holland. 

Grock, brought back by Krauss, 
reaping golden harvest in Holland. 

Trade-show of Dreiser’s ‘Ameri- 
can Tragedy’ (Paramount) no 
panic; critics cold. 

3oxer Carnera here: on 
of his length Central hotel 
get a bed eight feet long. 


Spanish Revue, 2 company of 30, 
labelled, ‘The Toros,’ appearing at 





account 
had to 


Scala theatre in vaudeville and a 
hit. 

Pitchmen working the streets 
with cheap German safety razor 


blades, offering them at 10 and 15 
cents. 

Jack Hylton’s band played a foot- 
ball match at Amsterdam against 
team of Carlton hotel staff. Eng- 
lish team lost, 0-2, 

Bart Kreeft, one of Holland’s old- 
est actors, said his farewell to 
stage, aged 78, in play, ‘Dokter 
Klaus’ in Municipal theatre, Am- 
sterdam. 

Former wonder-child, now 16- 
year-old violinist, Wolfgang Schnei- 
derhan, touring Holland and play- 
ing for AVRO broadcasting com- 
pany as well. 

In Amsterdam a special indus- 
tries fair opened for the trade in 
electric apparatus, radio-sets and 
gramophones and_ disks. Forty 
firms subscribed. 

Movement growing in Holland to 
stop foreign travel of natives with 
slogan: ‘See Holland First’. Crowds 
go to Germany and Belgium as a 
rule during short Easter holidays. 

In Parliament liberals asked 
questions about alleged radio scan- 
dal, accusing minister public works 
of favoritism in distribution of 
broadcasting. Reds joined hands 
with Calvinists and Roman Catho- 
lics and helped minister out of this 
dilemma. 





Mexico City 
By D. L. Grahame 


‘Anna Christie’ is being played 
here by co-op at Teatro Fabregas 
for half peso (20c.) top. Fair biz. 


Mysterious slaying of a man in 
Cine Odeon, a large nabe. Body was 
found in a sack in a corner of the 
picture house by an usher. 


Bull fight fans urged to leave their 
women folk home when they go to 
bull fights. Due to fainting of sev- 
eral femmes during an especially 
gory show recently. 

Senorita Jacinta Aznar Gonzalez 
Gutierrez, aristocrat, was beaten to 
death under mysterious circum- 
stances In her home here. She was 
the 


an inveterate theatregoer and 
town’s richest spinster. 
Theatre managers have been re- 


ninded by the civic government that 
a law is in effect which provides a 
fine of 500 pesos (about $200) for all 
houses that fail to present works of 
Mexican authors at least twice 
monthly. 

Interest In ‘Santa,’ based upon fa- 
mous novel by Federico Gamboa, 
Mexican scribbler, and first native 
made taiker produced by National 
Motion Picture Production Co., is 
being stimulated by trailers exhibit- 
ed in five large nabes, 


ireally a second Valentino, as has . P 

been extensively advertised, Nor- Group of girl shows are planned 
ma Shearer and Leslie Howard have by Jose Campillo, operator of Tea- 
Italian voices which appear to be| tro Lirico, burlesque. He has inau- 
n keeping with their personalities, | surated a good-figure contest. Cane 
ut Lionel Barrymore and Clarke! didates parade in bathing suits and 
Gable are so very badly served that} Masks at each show. Campillo is 
the film suffers greatly, many llooking for 30 lookers. Contest is 


clicking with gals and public. 
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Miami Beach 


+- By Beachcomber 


Mrs. H[oover is due in town any 
time. 

Paramount theatre lowers tariff 
from 75 to 60 after 6:30. 

Frances Maddux and the Lovey | 


Twins are on the Embassy club bill | 
now 

Ray Goetz, impresario, producer, 
and et has joined the idle on the 
be i¢ h : 


Leo Reisman has taken off his tux] 


and wears a bathing suit at the 
Roney in Miami Beach. 

Town was closed tight two nights 
ifter the Embassy affair. The third 
time the lid has dropp l 

Olive Faye, who was with Earl 
Carroll's ‘Vanities,’ has been added 
to the Frolics club show. 

Miami ‘Herald’ went to press the 


morning of the Tropical Park race 
track opening with the entries miss- 
ing. 


British cruiser arrived in Miami 
Tuesday the first. Maybe to protect 
British subjects at the Embassy 
club. 

Miami tax collections are $700,000 | 
under 1931, so the city is going to 
close quarter of a million off its 
payroll 


Marque and Marquette, who start- 
ed the season at the Frolies club, 
are now showing at the Olympia 
theatre. 

George got tired of the 

seclusion of Havana 
back to the Gold coast 


Gershwin 
comparative 
and drifted 
regions. 

The Three Bachelors from Club 
Lido are doing a turn at the Capitol 
theatre, which is trying out stage 
entertainment. 

Henry L. Doherty of Cities Service 
is in town, probably to wonder what 
to do about the yearly deficit at the 
Miami Biltmore hotel, 

Ted Shawn held his show over a 
full day to give the movie men a 
chance to film ’em for the news reels 
at the hotsy Surf club. 

Club Bagdad in Hialeah and 
Artie’s Rendezvous in Hallandale, 

“P30 miles north of Miami, are hit in 
temporary padlock orders by federal 
court. 

George White last seen at the 
Roney Cabana club with his chair 
Way back and a barber doing his 
stuff on the White hair, with Irving 
Caesar applauding. 

Miami Beach Kennel club has had 
more celebrities than any two night 
clubs in the districts. Imagine cor- 
Sages of orchids for headline pa- 
trons at a dog track! 

Irene Bordoni cried bitter tears 
when her contract ended at the Em- 
bassy and another contract hauled 
her back to New York. She wanted 
to stay in Miami Beach. 

Trenton C. Collins of Tampa has 
been appointed by Governor Carlton 
of Florida to see if he can persuade 
some motion picture companies to 
locate studios in Florida. 

Night clubs and theatres sent 
their performers out to Bay Front 
park Wednesday and Friday, the 
first ones in March for the ’steenth 
charity show of the winter. 

Night after the attempted holdup 
of the Embassy club in Miami, 
Jorge Sanchez, Cuban sugar king, 
gave a party at the Embassy and 
had small shotguns for favors. 

Last day's handle at Miami Jockey 
club was over $300,000 mark for a 
season's record. The Widener track 
dropped less than $40,000, even with 
$90,000 repayment on loan figured in. 

Sam Goldwyn had a ringside seat 
at Embassy club and got an eyeful 
of Diane of Dario and Diane, danc- 
ing duo. 10ldwyn got a screen test 
of the girl and she may get a trip to 
Hollywood. 

Al White, master of ceremonies at 
Club Lido, got skittish, as masters 
of ceremonies will, and introduced 
Mabel Swor as Miss Sabin and 
Charley Sabin as Mr. Swor, so Mabel 
and Charley walked right out. 

Frank Buren’s Tropical Park track 
made money the first day of its 
spring meeting, when $12,000 went 
through the mutuels. Joe Widener 
has to get above $180,000 mutuel 
play before he can cork up the red 
ink bottle. 

Walter O'Keefe has Dulce Moo- 
man Corrinne, singer; Jimmie Ray, 
futuristic dancer; the Happy-Go- 
Lucky Boys; Blanche Bow, singer, 
and the Carltons at the Hollywood 


Country club until Ethel Merman 
inoves in March 10. 
ve hil T. Perkins, former British 


amateur golf champion, was shot out 
of the finals of the Miami-Biltmore 
championship when a bandit pinked 
him in the thigh at the Embassy 
club holdup attempt the night before 


Phil was to play in the tourney 
final 
Shooting at the Embassy club 


tartaa " 
arcled ie cash 


room, 
cuards are 


where a 
hidden in an 


‘ in tl 
: 
i 


s 
couple of 
u 


pper roo First shot floored one 
bandit and his pal looked up to see 
where it was coming from Next 
shot caught him square in the 
mouth. 

Miami and Miami Beach public 


{¥ is : v ] > ar ; 
offic lals Say they are going to force 
Basoline companies to cut gas prices, 
but delayed meeting until March, 
BO cut may not until April, 


come 


eid 





when tourists have gone back home. 
for 22 cents in Miami and 
ille 


Gas sells 
9 jin Jacksony 
have to travel farther to get to 
Jacksol ville 

John Golden is sitting o1 


eranda of the Fl 


1 the front 
imingo opening 
how much ‘Riddle 

John in an inter- 
view says he is going to come to 
Miami Beach time he has a 
pla ready to open and let 
the show fol 
he has done that 
and three times he had hits. Three 
times he stayed in New York and 
three times he had flops. 


i 
telegrams to see 


Me This’ is doing. 


every 
new 
}somebody else 


j} him. Three 


produce 


times 





Riviera 
Frank Scully 


By 
| New hich for clear days. 
Carnival was rowdiest ever. 
GFFA st till 
| Renee Derean here for 

Ltd.’ 
Maurice Maeterlinck 
| judge. 
| Shaw's 
English. 

Link Gillespie folding 
} next month. 

Kay Boyle uses yellow paper and 
red envelopes. 


March. 


‘Barra 


idios closed 


nco, 
was a beaut- 
Monte in 


‘Candida’ at 


for Philly 


Bob Brown’s new book is ‘Let 
There Be Beer.’ 
Madeleine Keltie ‘Thaised’ with 


her pipes frozen. 
Berthomieu making a Mexican pic 
at Nicea Film studios. 


The Four Amara Bros. copy the 
billing of the Four Marx Bros. 
Rialto shows American talkers 


every day at 5:30, but doesn’t tell 
anybody about it. 

Chiselers burning over Sunday 
Express’s’ crack that Riviera prices 
double London's. 

Hollywood features 
Riviera grind houses 
make London first runs. 
French trouper, hustling for train 
to make his next jump on time, 
nicked by a taxi he passed up. 
Though France has been a re- 
public for 50 years, every third 
celeb you meet is at least a mar- 
quis , 
Miss Denmark (Aase Clausen), 
who copped the Miss Europe title 
from 15 other paper-picked beauts, 
really was the prettiest. 

Kenneth Littauer of ‘Collier’s’ 
hopped from New York to Nice to 
bag Phillips Oppenheim and then 
hopped right home again. 

That English authoress who sent 
a Corsican bandit pash letters turns 
out to have heen a Mrs. Nelson. She 
once backed ‘Abroad,’ floppo month- 


reach 
they 


often 
before 


ly mag. 

Mile. de Vic Beamish, who 
authored ‘Miss Perfection,’ all about 
an Airdale, dedicated it to the 
hounded hereditary Prince of 
Monaco. 

That story that Ameleto Battisti, 
Uruguayan banker, ‘lost’ 21,000,000 


francs in one week while holding 
the nut of the baccarat tables, was a 
press plant. ; 
‘Adventures of King Pausole,’ 
Honegger operetta about a realm of 
nudists where a lez seduces the 
king’s flap, is in Nice now. Picture 
version being readied in Paree., 

Ether Watts Mumford, friend of 
Nina Wilcox Putnam’s for 20 years, 
is claiming Nina muscled her out of 
her share on a new play they did 
together. Called ‘Night Work,’ it’s 
all about bagslingers. 

atitzy routine being parachuted all 
along the coast. Mandelieu polo 
club admitting anybody now, tennis 
club; slashing entries 60 per cent, 
‘trente et quarante’ can be played 
for as low as a buck a throw, and 
Monte Carlo roulette is down to a 
19-cent minimum, 





. 
Jacksonville 
check of the Breakers 
Beach showed 102 guests 


tecently a 
at Palm 


and 581 servants. 
Tampa has been having poor 
business, the Florida at St. Peters- 


burg has not opened at all this sea- 
son, and Miami is 40% off. 
hotels have tough going. 
The Collier chain on the lower West 
Coast is in receivership, the Alcazar 
at St. Aug. :tine has not opened all 
vear. 

As a result 


Some 


of the shifts in Jack- 
sonville, Guy A. Kenimer is now 
handling the Florida and Palace, 
John Crovo is at the Imperial and 
Gordon Reap has been transferred 
to Fort My, 


ers 


Reductions in salaries all over 
the Sparks circuit, ~ the largest 
operated in the state, closing of a 


majority of the houses, although 


this is the best season of the year 
ordinarily because of the tourist 
( rop 


Greyhound racing has had its ef- 
fect, the 2,300-seat Florida theatre 
now being on a two-day basis, dark 
every day except Saturday and 
Sunday. Average crowds of 2,500 
to 3,000 a night at Orange 
j}deg race meet scheduled to 
through March. 





run 


Ci 


though tank boats | 


Park, | 


| Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 


Tony 


Temple back to bed 


| Marion Perrotte visiting lodge. 
} Harry English holding his own. 
Harry Namba has sold his Co- 
| rona, 
Write to those that you know in 
Saranac 
Ben Shaffer more trouble, unde. 
observation. 
} Dolph Singer, newcomer, show- 
ing up 100¢. 

Annamae Powers fighting off a 


slight cold, abed. 
Lee LaMar topping all blow-outs 
with her orchestra, 
Dorothy Wilson 
firmary department. 


back to the in- 





Lilly Leonora adding poundage 
weekly, abed two years. 

Oh yeah, Saranat weather brought} 
60-degree drop in 24 hours. 


Speaks here gone deluxe. 
white collar fioor managers. 

Millie Jasper up first time in six 
months, one meal downstairs. 


Alice Carman down with a bad 
cold, in spite of adding weight. 
Martha Growald left the infirm- 


ary department, up and happy. 
Mrs. James Williams shot a sur- 
prise visit from husband, James, 
Dorothy Harvard now up after a 
year’s siege abed and is she glad! 
Alton B. Anderson, Pontiac de- 
luxe tux manager, back from Syra- 
cuse, 


Joe Lang up after a three-week 
siege abed, downtown soon for 
talkers. 


Lawrence McCarthy hitting on all 
six. Writing music between cure 
periods. 

Alice McMamee, daughter of Mike 
McMamee, week-ending it here to 
see daddy. 

John Demj)wey no like porch cur- 
All 


ing when it is 25 below zero. 
up patient. * 
Phyllis Milford, on her second 


week in bed with grippe, got it 
licked now. 

Ex-mayor Sunn of Schenectady 
stopped off long enough at the lodge 
to say hello. 

Angele Papulis, who has seen 
more beds than Grand Rapids, hold- 
ing her own, 

Danny Murphy 
clothes all misfit, 
with his dialect, 

Bill Nelson, ex-first nighter 
(Bronx), now holding open house 
for all showfolks. 

Bill Robinson due here to do tap 
dancing for gang. Wired he would 
try and make it soon. 

Chris Hagedorn got a surprise 
visit from his brother. Chris is 
holding his own in bed. 

Louie Rheingold, Clancy cottage, 
Trudeau, N. Y., added thirty pounds. 
Up now on mild exercise. 

Thelma Meeker, a newcomer at 
the hill-top lodge, late of the Dainty 
Marie act, little run down. 

Eddie Casey, producer, Saranac- 
ing for a few months, may stock 
show it again this season. 

Andrew Molony at his best, seen 
talking it over with Russ Kelly and 
maybe another big time act. 

Constance Reeves, ex-N, 
guest, now broadcasting 
WNBZ on the Nelson program. 

Joseph Vaughey, 120 South Lin- 
coln St., Denver, Colo., did the trick 
oke. Going to try Denver work. 


with 
laughs 


over-fat 
good for 


V. A, 
over 


Mile,’ under the personal direction 
of Russ Kelly. All local talent. 

Dr. Sakosky, house medico, doing 
wonders with comeback; patients 
showing up so well nurses are idle. 

Tommy Vicks a new arrival at 
the lodge. Late of Vicks and Law- 
rence. Needs rest and ozone. Very 
incipient case. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jerome J. Maier 
and Mr. and Mrs, Alvin V. Filer 
gave the lodge the ogle as guests of 
Dr. Edgar Mayer. 

Charles Libecap 
unlimited exercise 
A great comeback, 
work for Charles. 

Lotsa shillers still here since the 
Olympic games Dough too tight 
with no connections made the going 
and getting hard. 

Eddie Voss and Tommy Abbott 
are rehearsing new act for lodge 
entertainment. Freddy Snyder, 
town stooge, outstanding hit of act. 

Jack Nicoll lost all but one suit 
of clothes in fire here and nearly 
got nicked himself. Had to use 
oxygen to bring him to, okay now. 

That boy, Ton Lenihan, Fairview 
Manor Rest, Tucson, Ariz., is doing 
big things in a healthful way; be- 
tween cures he pencils for a local 
rag. 

Dr. James W. Smith, eye specia}- 


about ready for 
and a job thing. 
Looks like photo 





ist, N. V. A. lay-member who did 
that famous Sam Langford eye 
operation, was a visitor at the 
lodge. 

Paula Campbell, who took the 
cure here two yeurs ago here fo: 
} that look-over thing and the X-ray 
report 100°, okay, she will resume 
j}on the big street. 

Lee ester, Middlesex, San.., | 
| Waltham, Mass.. much under the 
i weather, leaves that san. for the 


Trem 


Added | 


Elks here will try and stage ‘Last | 


, Peter Bent Brighton hospital, Bos- 


ton, Mass., for thorocoplasty (rib 
operation). States in his letter that 
|} Adam had the first rib operation. 
| Great boy, write him. 


Loop 


Wife of Jules Herbervaux very ill. 
Jack Ferdie is sending his Four | 
Cadets act east. 


It’s getting tougher for beer joints 
around the Loop. 


Fritz Blocki’s new play will see 
production soon. 
Eddie Voynow eastward on an- 


other conference hunt. 

Big turnout greeted the Laemmle 
party between trains here. 

New Wm. : orris quarters opened 
holdout the first day. 
Paul Cohen holding down a quar- 


toa 


| tet.of jobs for Columbia records. 

| Rumored that Louie Lipstone has 
landed the Jewish hour on the air. 
Art Kassel’s song ‘In 1933’ offici- 

ally okayed as World's Fair anthem. 


Nat Krohn has a_ legitimate 
squawk coming. It ‘is the Butler 
studio. 

Garage in back of the Palace 
caught fire, but didn’t disturb the 
house, 

Danny Russo now ensconced as 
permanent pit conductor at the 
Palace. 

Richy Craig, Jr., sped through 


town in the Auburn on his way to 
| Sioux City. 

Emory Ettelson had a hectic air 
ride from New York and is going 
back by rail. 

Ben Ehrlich and the Missus off to 
Florida for a two-week business- 
pleasure jaunt. 

Frank Delmaine in the market for 
lozenges, Syrups and hot-baths to 
fight a cought. 

Phil Dunas is now making longer 
jumps, while Dave Dubin is re- 
hearsing for better times. 

E. T. Beatty, Izzy Herk’s local 
rep, flipped down to the everglade 
district to tackle a load of sun- 
shine. 

Dr. Frank Elliott «2 Davenport, 
Ia., who organized the Central 
Broadcasting Company, is running 
| for Congress. 

Ben Eisenberg grabbed the rattler 


fos the coast ~s part of his prize 
for winning the local Universal 
sales ace position. 

Verree Teasdale, here with ‘Ex- 


perience Unnecessary,’ in a _ taxi 
accident last week but went on with 
the show that night. 

Walter Donovan tossed o% a 
preview of ‘One Hour With You,’ 
Chevalier-MacDonald flick, to give 
the local music boys a flash of the 
tunes, 

Jimmy Petrillo is sporting a brané@ 
new $6,000 Lincoln with a chauffeur 
who gets $60 a week, which is al- 
most a musician’s scale. 30th car 
and driver were gifts to Petrillo by 
the union. 

KYW studio band pulled a sur- 
prise on Harold Bean, soloist, in 
honor of his wedding. Broke him 
up in the middle of his broadcast 
warbling by suddenly throwing cow- 
bells on the floor and going into a 
discord. Ended by announcing the 
hitch-up over the mike. 


Oakland 


By Wood Soanes 





A little sunshine again! 

Betty Compson in town at Para- 
mount, 

And another policy change at 
Premier with vaudeville added for 
week end, four pick-up acts. 

Another policy at Grand-Lake— 
two second-runs a week with stage 
show first half and stage band sec- 
ond half. 

Bernice Claire home again called 
by illness of her father Dolph Jahni- 
gan, old time electrician. He is out 
of danger now. 

Negotiations on for opening of 
old American as independent house. 
Last tenant was Fox West Coast 
which kept it closed for a year. 

Business generally on the up- 
grade with all down-town houses 
doing nicely but tough pickings in 
the neighborhoods due to downtown 
price slashes, 

Rear Admiral Richard FE. Byrd 
negotiating with city of Oakland for 
use of the cutter Bear on Antarctic 
expedition. sear is loaned to film 
companies occasionally and kept for 
show purposes on Oakland Estu- 
ary. 

Bargaining under way by Pincus- 
Roesner interests in S. F. for for- 





eign films and road shows at City 
Club theatre here, controlled by 
Women’s City Club. House now 
used for lecturers, amateur, ete. 
Seats 980. 

Possibility of re-opening of Ful- 
} ton with Henry Duffy providing at- 
| tractions to break jump between 
js. F. and L. A. First will be Col- 
j}leen Moore in ‘The Church Mouse,’ 
jpencilled in for Holy Week, but 


—— 


Montreal 


Ernie Stone crops up again 
Billy Morrison loses brother. 


Geot Hewelcke chatting in Rus. 
sian. 
Local unemployment relief com. 


ing to end. 
Marion Beals building up follow. 
ing at Savoy. 


Railway company hands back 4¢¢' 


of wage slash. 

Hard liquor taxed 5 to 15 cents 
according to price, . 

All local dailies down on adver. 
tising for February. 

Dune MacDonald off to basebat 


work-outs in South. 
All picture houses 
2%% amusement tax. 
Canadian radio fees 
$2 commencing April 1. 
Jake Macklin digs out the old tux 
for big meeting Thursday (3). 
Municipal elections campaign 
starts Tuesday (8) and likely to hit 


absorb extra 


doubled to 


nabe houses. 
Things shaping up for tough 
times for exhibs on admitting 


minors to theatres, 

First Canadian-made sound 
ture of Canadian Rockies 
Capitol, Friday (4). 

Railway organizing inter-city ex. 


pic- 


shown at 


cursions at bargain rates, helps 
pictures over week-ends. 

Eateries soaked by 5% tax on 
meals above 34 cents, are offering 
that price eats to customers. 


Montreal Theatre Managers’ As- 
sociation revived with a bang at 
grand Pow-Wow at Mt. Royal hotel 
with all managers and most ex- 
change men attending. 





| New Haven 


By H. M. Bone 


Worthy Hills ailing. 

Joe Frankel around on a cane. 

John Grinold is a roller polo fiend, 

Dance emporiums cut to 35 cents, 

Looks like Roy Ward got the 
break, 

An even break on Morgan-Braden 
wager. 


Did Freddy Mack receive that 
letter ? 
Bijou runs roughouse amateurs 


Fridays. 

Sue Kramer tells ’em—she doesn’t 
explain ’em. 

Eddie Weaver claims he’s off golf 
this season. 

Is E. J. Harvey 
that sickness? 

Paint and Clay Club’s 31st annual 
exhib, now on, 


of Bristol over 


Will Harry Feldman take that 
Bela Blau offer? 
Yale Junior Prom considerably 


toned down this year. 

Trick coat makes Bobby 
cock look like a barber. 

Mrs. N. G. Osborn, wife of ‘Cour 
ier’ editor, died March 3. 

Mac McKerness once won one cuff 
button as a prize hoofer. 

Tom Brown now booking vaude 
acts at Roger Sherman. 

Richard Skinner shuttling between 
Madison and New York. 

Harry Berman working both ends 
—studying and teaching. 

N. H. Drama Tournament set for 
Yale theatre April 4, 5, 6, 7. 

Rapp, senior, naps with one pillow 
below and one above the conk. 

Toni Russo pretty nifty on those 
sketches of fascinating femmes. 

Romantic spots—back of bande 
stand at Rapp’s Pavilion Royal. 

Heaton tobertson§ still taking 
bows for successful Ice Carnival. 

Philip Parisi, Manhattan Opera 
Co., soloist third Civic Orch. concert. 

Harvey Cocks has accumulated 
quite an autographed photo collece 
tion, 

So Maxine Dole of the Wash., 
D.C., Earl, follows this column, does 
she? 

‘Journal-Courief” has added Dan 
Thomas Hollywood Gossip to theat. 
page. 

Temporary receiver appointed for 
local ‘Times’ — Macfadden - backed 
sheet. 

Enough talent in Roger Sherman 
stage crew to produce their own 
show. 

Prof. Baker elected pres. of newly 
formed National Theatre Conference 
in Iowa. 

Louis Erhardt, Yale drama dept., 
gave Elm City Players talk on ‘Stage 
Lighting.’ 

Mary Chaney Dittler soloist with 
Philip James Symphony in N. Y. 
broadcast, 

Shakeup in Fox-Poli crew with 
vaude fadeout leaves Frank O’Con- 
nell and Tom Clark. 

Al1p.m. ‘Arrowsmith’ opening and 
no print till noon brought a worried 
look to Bernie Hynes. 

EK. Kingsley Provenmire, Yale 
Drama, directed Evening Dramats 
‘Man in the Bowler Hat.’ 

New officers Conn. M.P.T.O: J. B- 
Fishman, pres.; A. G. Johnson ana 
Maurice Shulman, vice pres.; E. G- 
Levy, sec. 

Local theatrical training 
‘guarantees professional 
ments to who complete 0! 
courses’—oh, yeah? 

When Dempsey. ordering 
breakfast at Hotel Taft, 
French toast, waiter said ‘Serr 
the French bread come 40 


Hitch 


studio 
engage- 
» 
those ; 
¢ % ol 
Vo cic 


asked 


doesn t 





}eancelled in favor of a date. 


til 10 o'clock.’ 
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Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 





wets and drys staging series of 
debates. 
east dancers bringing biz into 
Gayety stock burlesque house. 
Wally Olson scans market trend 
josely, but doesn’t risk money. 
efore than $7,000,000 of work 
pledged in campaign for unem- 
ed. 

ployunbridge stock 
two-for-ones during Lent 


helping. 
Initials of 


to 
it’s 


resorting 
and 
Minnesota 


the three 


theatre cashiers are H. H., E. E. 
and A. A. a . . 

Vaudeville going over well in 
Publix neighborhood houses on 
sundays. 


Newspapers carrying plenty of 
gizzling stuff on Fawcett domestit 
lio. 
Pcalx office saddened by death 
of wife of Harold Stone of account- 
{ng department. : : 

Women’s gym on University of 
Minnesota campus into midway for 
Penny Carnival. 

Former Publix unit line captain 
and ballet girl working burlesque 
gtock house here. 

Fred Berglund, 
jectionist, recovering 
at Asbury hospital. 

Minneapolis voting 
in favor of prohibition 
Literary Digest poll. 

Susan Nick, Fanchon-Marco ‘Car- 
menesque’ idea, forced out of line 
as result of broken wrist. 

‘Happy Wonder Trio,’ local radio 
performers, now with burlesque 
stock company at Gayety. 

Hunter Marshall, Orpheum usher, 
subbed effectively at moment's no- 
tice for stooge in Frank Libuse act. 

Randy Merriman, the Minnesota 
treasurer, performing as magician 


Minnesota 
from 


pro- 
illness 


one 


in 


four to 
repeal 


on the side at Publix uptown 
houses. 

Conchita Montenegro here in per- 
gon at Minnesota and on Lyric 
screen in ‘Gay Caballero’ simul- 
taneously. 


Pola Negri and Betty Compton 
booked for personal appearances at 
Minnesota besides Fl Brendel and 
Cab Calloway. 

Ralph Carciofini, unofficial Italian 
ambassador and Minnesota theatre 
contractor, in mourning. Must cut 
out spaghetti. 

Leon Morton, Minnesota theatre 
ehief usher, learning music ar- 
ranging from George Parrish, house 
musical adviser. 

Sport loveis peeved because Uni- 
versity of Minnesota let Fritz Cris- 
ler, atheltic director, get away to 
Princeton as head football coach. 

Immense exploitation campaign 
on El Brendel’s personal appear-~ 
ance at Minnesota, March a 
started three weeks in advance. 

Eunice Norton, local 22-year-old 
Pianist, receives ovation as soloist 
with Minneapolis Symphony or- 
chestra. Her dad's a power in poli- 
tics, 

Local sheets donated 


full page 


ads for anti-hoarding campaign. In 
St. Paul, ‘Dispatch’ cashed in on 
stunt, selling ads to local mer- 
chants. 

R. R. Hill, manager of Min- 
Nneapolis RCA branch, elevated to 
additional post of supervisor of 
RCA-Victor service for the entire 
central division. 

Appearance of Hinda Wausau, 


burlesque dance star, at Minnesota, 
fed material to two competing col- 
umnists on Minnesota ‘Daily,’ uni- 
Versity student publication. 

Art Abelson, Publix district man- 
@ger in South Dakota, and Ben 
Marcus, local Columbia exchange 
manager, injured when latter’s car 
Overturned near Wilmar. Not seri- 
ou. 

Jack Kilmariin, Minnesota stage 
Manager, among those who have 
the ‘once a week’ habit of visiting 


Gordon Greene, Publix showman, 
Convalescing at Pokegama_ sani- 
tarium. 


Walt Raschick of Fawcett Pub- 
lications’ art department who, with- 
out permission, photoed Greta 
Garbo in her gardens sans usual 


silks and satins, back in town and |! 


One of idle masses. 

Shriners’ annual winter indoor 
Circus here drew 116,000 paid ad- 
missions, breaking all records and 


netting $25,000, under ‘Buzz’ RBain- 
bridge management. In St. Paul 
show went into red. 
By Don Record 

Cliff Smith, former manager of 
the Corinthian, ill in bed for 
months. 

Westend theatre trying out family 
Night idea sponsored by Better 
Films Council. 


“ames Wallington, former Roches- 
ter boy. said to be second highest 
Paid radio announcer. 

Seats for ‘Vanities’ at a premium. 
Record for the Lyceum of five pro- 
ductions in a row ail packing them 


Letter from George Eastman re- 
signing from Rochester Historical 
Society said he ‘couldn't afford’ the 
$10 annual fee, 

Marty Anderson, assistant man- 
ager of the Century, resigned to be- 
come manager of dry cleaning chain 


shops. Frederick Friedman, treas- 
urer, succeeds, 

2, . . 

Ruth E, Welch, dance student, 





} 
| 
} 
} 
| 











awarded $2,500 for injuries in 
stretching exercise at dancing 
school, Girl’s mother given $1,300 


additional for medical care and loss 
of services. 


Tendency of gum peddler to post 


himself in front of the Century, 
Palace or Rochester, according to 


which was doing best biz, got into 
the newspapers with result that 
rival managers bid for his presence. 


Hollywood 





Music Box two-for-ones inundat- 
ing the town. 

Eddie Kane 
producer roles 


one notch from 
detectives. 


up 
to 


Thayer Ridgway now with Earn- | 


shaw-Young, handling radio ads. 
Ricardo Cortez and George 

O’Brien will see 
Latest makeup trick allows past- 

ing individual eyelashes to nature’s. 
Anonymous wag submitted a Hol- 


Ivwood story to ‘Vanity Fair’ by- 
lined Puella Parsons. 
Charlie Judels figuring on driv- 


ing back to New York and looking 
for someone to split the expense. 

Groucho Marx says that when 
show people live on the American 
plan they either pick up diabetes or 
indigestion. 


Hollywood office buildings yell- 
ing for tenants and another new 
one scheduled to go up at Holly- 


wood and Vine. 

Use of banners over the sidewalk 
by theatres has spread to every- 
thing. Latest flag on the boulevard 
is ‘Offices for rent, $50.’ 

Jack Dempsey is owner of the 


fSarbara hotel again, taking back | 
the property on a mortgage de- 
fault. Brother Joe in as manager. 


Joe La Fer, asst. director on ‘This 
Is the Night’ at Paramount, ordered 
Sidney Foxe, a visitor on the set, to 
get into some mob stuff with the 
rest of the extras. 

With the studio production board, 
advisory board and the directors of 
the Five Friends plan, 
lunchroom at noon looks 
rotary club luncheon. 

Local Lambs met Sunday (28) at 


like a 


Francis Donnegan’s house and 
pledged $3,500 for the club. Pat 


O’Brien, Bert Wheeler and Wallace 
Ford are the finance committee. 
Fred Dempsey, Feist rep, warbling 
four times weekly at KFI-KECA 
and proudly displaying a clipping 
from the Cleveland ‘Press’ pointing 


ito him as an example of a two- 
listed crooner, 
Nearly forgotten miniature golf 








; musicians 


spots are bobbing up again as set- 
tings for ice cream stands. Local 
ice cream distributors think a 
freakish looking building is neces- 
sary to sell the tongue coolers, and 
so are moving into the little office 
structures, 

Roland Young’s silk hat saved 
him from serious injury during a 
scene in ‘This Is the Night’ at Para- 
mount when the limousine in which 
he was riding made a quick stop 
as he got to his feet, sending him 
through the glass partition into the 
chauffeur’s compartment. 


Canton, 0. 


First robbins here. 

Basketball on the wane. 

Potatoes 19 cents a peck. 

Stage shows at Warner Palace 
and Loew’s not likely now till fall. 

Thurston, the magician, ends 
vaude tour in Akron and jumps all 
the way to coast to resume for RKO. 

Duke Drukenbrod, a local boy 
sideshow manager Hagen °ck-Wal- 
lace cireus, sells men's wear during 
off season. 

Tommy 





Waltenbaugh, veteran 


lezit manager, more than 20 years 
at Grand, Canton, night watchman 


now in local garage. 

Gene and Glenn, WTAM radio 
favorites, who clicked on vaude tour 
several 
with ten people unit show 

Jean Calloway and band, con- 
tracted for local ballroom more than 
a month, cancels less than a week 
in advance of engagcement 

‘Girl About Town’ at WHBC, Can- 
ton radio station, is Florence Mel- 
choir. Chats nightly about current 
heatre bills and night spots. 

Walter Ambler Players, now in 
ifth month at Grand Opera house, 
Canton, goes under canvas in near- 
by spot when season ends indoors. 

Charles Seigrist troupe, aerialists 


more than 20 years with the Ring- 
ling-Barnum show, switched this 
eason to ~"agenbeck-Wallace. Sei- 
rrist rehearsing. 

George Williams, who has been 
set in all winter at the New China 
Cleveland, leaves soon fer tour of 


one-nighters through the territory 
here WTAM radio broadcasts have 
™m ide favorable impression. 

Musicians and stage hands 
Akron out of work for many 
months, plan to try stock at 
(;rand there. Will operate under 
ame set-up as Canton, * here in 
fifth month, and stage hands and 
getting anywhere from 
320 to $50 a week. 


CO-O0D 


sSroadway together, | 


months ago, trying another | 








Fox studio | 





— @nen 


Denver 





Denver's debt is $55,000,000. 
Music week May 1-8. 
Claude Watson resigned as Metro 


salesman, 


Bill Egren and Gux Cohn are 
back from Za. A. 
State Little Theatre tourney 


week of April 11. 
Don Conley selling 
in southern territory. 
Sheffield Film Exchange 
redecorating and linoleum. 
O. H. Simon, Colo. Springs 
atre manager, Denver visitor. 
Slot machines being taxed 
day. Old ordinance recently 
up. 
Ernie 
Universal. 
ager. 
Selwyn Levinson, N. 
Metro maintenance dept., 
aayvs, 
Lou 
out ol 
May 1. 
Lon 


‘Passion Play’ 
getting 
the- 


$5 a 


dug 


Gibson now booker for 
Former Salt Lake man- 


su OE 


here 


the 
few 


his band 
Casinova 


take 
-alace 


Raileux will 
the Brown 


Pathe Port- 
for Univer- 


recently 
selling 


Haas, 
land manager, 
sal here. 

Mrs. and Mrs. Frank Kelley, Em- 


press, Salida, Colo., to Calif. for 
three-week vacation. 

Gardner Wilson, Orpheum pub 
director, principal speaker at ad 


club luncheon last week. 

Donald E. Cave’s orchestra from 
lL. A. moves into the Broadmoor 
and Vie Schilling moves out. 

David Palferman, of the theatre 
dept. Hays office, here contacting 
officers of producer-affiliated thea- 
ires and MPTOA, 


Ww. Ek. Matthews and _ “Thos. 
Thornton, Columbia salesmen out 
and will not be replaced. Matthews 


returning to coast. 

Jim Lynch, owner Empress, La- 
ramie, Wyo., passed through Den- 
ver on way home after lengthy va- 
cation for health, Looks fine. 


Over a dozen organizations and 
business firms wanted to borrow 
the orchestra background used at 


the Denver Washington’s birthday 


Wee, 


San on ‘Slapstick’ sale upheld by 


District Judge Geo. Dunklee, who 
ruled sale violated state law re- 
garding obscene books and maga- 
zines. 

Kasper Monahan ‘Post’ dramatic 
critic, goes to the Pittsburgh 
‘Press’ as reporter. His old boss 
on the ‘News’ is managing ed of 
ihe Press 


One hundred and sixty-four, all 


born on Feb. 29, attended the leap 
veer party at the Orpheum on Feb. 
29, and were treated to refresh- 
ments after the show. 


Frances Beery and L. L. Savage, 
Columbia auditors, checking over J. 


T. Sheffield’s claim against them, 
dating from time Col established 
office here. Sheffield’s claim is on 


contracts turned over. Suit to col- 
lect has been filed in U. S. district 
court by Sheffield. 

The following exhibs from out of 
town were seen on the row: Sid 
Wise-Baum, Idaho Springs, Colo.; 
M. P. Foster, Monte Vista, Colo.; 
J. F. Carper, Lafayette, Colo.; Jack 
Ward, Douglas, Wyo.: John Ander- 
son, Ft. Morgan, Colo.; Victor 
fiachechi, Albuquerque, N. M.; J. E. 
Tompkins, Colo. Springs; Wm. 
Menagh, Boulder, Colo.; C. W. 
Kelley. Greeley, Colo.; Virgil Heen- 
on, Burlington, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Frank Kelley, Salida, Colo. 


Hartford 


By M. H. Hammer 





Coal prices drop $1 a ton. 


Harry Needles arrives fram Cuba 
with grippe. 
Art show in town awards first 


prize to former barber. 
Rather snappy those 

uniforms at the Palace. 
Strand theatre for the 

its opening fifteen years ago 


usherette 


first time 


ince 
roes double feature. 

Veronica ‘Teroska returns from 
heauty contest to resume cashier 


lnties at Publix-Allyn. 


Suit for divorce against 
Rugiero, member of chorus of a bur- 
lesque show, brought by her hus- 
Court. 

Lester Saviteer now in 
|New England advertising of 
Brothers theatres, with Ben 1 
his raised ranks 


manager, 


Portland, Me. 


By Hal Cram 





inn, 


precedessor, in as 


assistant 


Spring arrives two weeks early. 
Only small patches of snow left. 
City Hall auditorium redecorated. 
Boston ‘Red’ makes hasty retreat. 
Plenty of midnight holiday shows. 





for sheriff at Bath. 

Patsy Ruth Clark danced Washing- 
ton Bicentennial here. 

Jim Greely speaks to Elks 
Portland's first picture show. 


on 


Chick Evans goes to Manchester, 
N. H., to manage new radio station. 
Al Hickey, former Jeff player, 


Starts radio sketch series of WCSH. 


Amateur motion picture makers 
here form club with Harris B. Coe 
at head. 

Indications point to good tourist 


summer here. Inquiries far ahead 
of other years. 

>.rand presenting Portland ‘Fol- 
lies of 1932’ this week, in addition to 


| picture program. 


Two feature pictures and _ four 
acts of vaudeville at Portland at top 
price of two bits. 

Outside parties seeking 15,000 
acres of land in Maine to establish 
private sportsmen’'s club, 


IIloover should know he can’t pry 
dough from a Mainiaec’s sock; they 
sew ’em on here in the fall. 

Pittsburgh 
By Hal Cohen 
It’s a boy at the Al Abrams’. He's 


of the ‘Post-Gazetie’ sports staff. 
Jack Simons is building a regu- 





| the 





lar tropical garden for his home. 
Both Ziggy and his secretary, 
Goldie, were down with bad colds. 
The ushers at the Stanley have 
formed a Sunday morning riding 
club. 
Jimmy Balmer's eight-year-old 
boy, Jimmy, Jr., is a leap year day 


baby. 

Local cricks reviewed ‘Hot-Cha’ 
for second time when Lupe Velez 
went in. 

George Jaffe sending all his 


friends boxes of pecans from Hot 
Springs. 

Tom Bodkin, a local boy, came 
on to become company manager of 
‘Hot-Cha.’ 

Pittsburgh papers first to crack 
Mark MHellinger-Gladys Glad. di- 
vorce report, 

Yehudi Menuhin drew an_ $8.50 


fine for speeding after his Carnegie 
ifall concert, 

Dick Powell packed a nabe church 
when he warbled three hymns the 
other Sunday. 

Horace Heidt went from here te 
Netherland Plaza in Cincinnati 
for four weeks. 

Somebody sent Lew Brown a box 
of flowers ©€.O.D while he was down 
sick in his hotel. 

A flock of ‘Hot-Cha’ girls got $209 


worth of orchids every nite from 
an unknown admirer. 
Claire Madjette, nite club per- 


former, plotting her own vaude act 
with a five-piece band. 

George Young pulling up 
shutters until April 4 when 
retts’ relizhts the legit site. 

A couple of boys in the Hill dis- 
trict are plotting a spot to rival 
the Big Town's Cotton Club. 


Alvin's 
‘Bar- 


Freda and Palace were among 
j} the first honorary members eve! 
| admitted to the Variety Club. 

Some stock interests are said tx 
be plotting a bid when the Shubert 
Pitt goes on the auction lock. 

Kay Donna, known as Kay 
Kronick here, has landed a sustain 
ing network program with CBS 


Hartford ‘Times’ boasting its 
downtown Neon ‘third largest in 
America in advertising.’ 

The Warner Princess is dark 
igain. Has opened and closed for 
the seventh time in as many months. 

Frank Morin relieving Louis 
Levine, manager Embassy, New 
Britain, while the latter is at a local 
iospital, 

Shrine circus with May Wirth and 
others attracts more than 94,0600 
spectators in one week at the State 
Armo 

Sophie Tucker makes a personal 
ippearance at local charity show 
Hartford er home town and she 

evforms gratis. 

Rob IHiolman paints picture of 
Ruth Roland in oil and send it at 
er request to the Ruth Roland Chi- 

ro C3 club. } 

Hartford advertising men taking 


back seats with department stores 
the services of women copy 
reductions in salaries. 


is is appointed honor 


writers at 
Kr. W. Thom: 


Salary diMffeulties believed to have 
been reason for cancellation of Dor 





; ot \ Mackaill's persa! al at Stan- 
| ley. 

Harry Brown has an valuable 

tograp eollection of celebri- 

s on the walls of his private of 
fice. 

Al and [a Samuels, last here 
vith Hiere (ioe the Bride’ hae 
igain, this time at Penr Loew 
init. ° 

(,eoreg¢ Se #] ? I i 
went out over I bat ho« p 
durir } recent s to ey 
Yor! 

(‘ha lDanver rn Vve ; whole 
‘Pittsburghesgq e eolumr lo Mo 
(jlanz who discussed forgotten 

rude. turns. 


ary chairman of the charity concert 
for the Hebrew Old People’s Homes, 
and the event nets more than $2,000. 
Jenny | 


band was dismissel in the Superior 


charge of 


Warner 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 





Harry Marshall writing a biblical 
play. 
Kay Donna's taking auditions for 





i 
| 


| 


| 





Frank De Rice basking in seuth- 
iern sun, 
Several stock managers looking | 
over Jefferson. 
Chick Hayes of Boston pinch-hit 
ing for De Rice. 

Brim Jewett, former m. c., to run 


chain work. 

Bill McDermott getting a once- 
over at clinic. 

John McCurdy new manager at 
| Hippodrome. 

Jack Pearl in ‘Follies’ making a 
talkie in June, 

Diane Sisters new hit at Frankie 
Burns’ Club Plaza. 

Prince of Ubangi tribe left town 
minus his appendix 

Kay Renee to desert the Barn in 
April for vaude tour. 

Doc Elliott shifted from RKO 
Hipp to Keith’s 105th. 

Dick Zeisler’s Cameo, burley spot, 
having fight with rags. 
Mort Goodman returns from tour 
jof Warners’ Ohio houses. 

Citywide boxing tourney being 
staged by ‘Plain Dealer.’ 

Scribes at ‘News’ taking salary 
cuts graduated up to 15. 

Cal De Voll has a new tune out, 
co-authored by Don Bester. 

Jimmy Joy’s Frisco-bound, open- 
ins Pal Pabarin March 238. 

Max Kalish after European’ trip 
will make New York his home. 

Record midnight screening at 
State lasted until 4 in the a.m. 

Ross Avelone, who also toots a 
trumpet, has joined a law firm. 








| stick 


| Loui Amu 


| Atmba 


neighbor 


Gregg 


after months of loafing 
connectel with Palace as p.a. 
Em Gill back at Lotus Gardens 
with Stuart Sisters of Columbus, 
Met opera scheduled here for only 
three days and four performances. 
Much talk about reopening Music 
Box despite its career of bad luck. 
Ed Sligh, ex-nitery promoter, now 


Al 


has 


|running booking agency in Chicago, 


P. M. Gable, ex-actor, now selling 


bargain coupons until] things pick 
up. 

Tony Novak, Elsie Janis’ ex-war 
partner, recuperating in local sub- 
urb. 


Margaret Covie to Broadway with 
another play about gossip column- 
ists. 

Larry Norrett back from Florida 
with shoulders that don’t love to be 
touched. 

‘Parade’ featuring page of cari- 
catures on loca] cricks, but they all 
look alike. 

Grotto’s second annual cireus at 
Public Hall drew 185,000 and profit 
of 50 grand. 


Auditions being held by Loew’s 
| State for local talent show slated 


for early April. 

Murray Weiland thinking about 
starting school for models to supple- 
ment costume biz. 

Ethel Barrymore wouldn't 
any newspapermen except to 
Marsh of ‘Peedee,’ 

Toni Silvestro’s proudly showing 
off his eight-week-old baby girl to 
Visitors at his den. 

Antoinette Mayer 
selling job to juggle in 
With brother, Bobby May. 

Since Manager Herbert J. Twelve- 
tree was aired after elections book- 
ings for Public Hall are being held 
up. 

When Gene Austin played at In- 
dianapo'is-prison asking for request 
numbers one lifer asked him to wail 
‘Time on My Hands.’ 

Barbara Coswell, Ruth Tara, 
Betty Collette, Barbara Pepper and 
Nannan Goodner deserted ‘Follies’ 
here rather than go to west coast. 

Zuckor & Labowitz booking Ben 
Bernie and Kate Smith into Canton 
and Columbus April 8-9. Also dick- 
ering with ‘Scandals’ for Public 
Hall. 

Dressing rooms at Loew's State so 
crowded by ‘Girl Crazy’ that most 
baggage was stored in nearby ga- 
rage. Chorus boys got shoved into 
washrooms. 


talk to 
Ward 


quits ticket- 
vaude act 


St. Louis 


‘Girl Crazy’ in tabloid booked into 
the Ambassador, 

Harry Neimeyer takes over pub- 
licity for Little theatre. 

George Haight ahead of 
Hotel’ at Shubert next week. 

Symphony orchestra returns from 
ret barnstorming tour in five years. 
Pastures’ only to 


two weeks in St. this 


‘Grand 


‘(;reen show 
Louis 
eason, 
Jato | of St. 


Jill] out as manager 
' or 


ement Co peroator 
hood pix. 

San ovar, nit 
the 
tor $1 


re) 
rill 


ing all 
want 


e ciubd idvertis 
soda and cracked ice you 
per person. 

Smith resigns 


to 


of 
in 


as managcer 


idor Skourases 
Fox-West C 

Washing 
to smoke 
AmMmpus a 
The atre i 


petition against 


Jjomn 
mast chai 
Universi 
in desi 
result o 





win 
LtCces 


7 
is 


ton 
ivht rnated pl 
p 
patrons 


on ¢ tition 

sign 
pro- 
ney 


king to 
Himission tax 
posed by city as an emerge 
me 
Little the seen 
ion of ‘Berkeley 
praise 


sure. 
itre in splendid 
Souare,’ re- 


Irom protes- 


product 
CPiving ern 
sional critics. 
Stage celebrities aut 
auctioned ter 
Charley ‘ 


ographing 
unemploy- 


and Al 


packKkaves 


ment relief. ‘hase 


Jj} Lyons among ‘em. 
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Syracuse Boston 
By Chester B. Bahn q Ea A | ¥ | a ES By Len Libbey 
Mrs. Harry F. Shaw. wife ot 


Loew's manager, is ill with the flu. 

Sales at the annual auto show 
last week ran about 50% 
1931. 

tegent, second-run house, which 
had ‘Hell Divers’ in for three days, 
also a two-day holdover. 

Strand held over ‘The 
Played God’ this week. 
Save My Child’ set back. 

Jean Harlow set for Loew's State 
March 11, when house has 
the City,’ in which she appears. 

Keith’s laid down a record ad- 
vertising barrage for world 
ere of ‘The Lost Squadron.’ 
page copy used. 

Discontinuance of Fox as a pre- 
fix for the name of theatres recently 
taken over upstate by the Skourases 
Fas been ordered. 

J. L. Rose, formerly manager of 
the Colonial, Norwich, now assis- 
tant to H. E, Thompson, booker, at 
local headquarters of Skouras’. 

Safe stolen from the office of the 
Smith Film Service, .Inc., here on 
July 20, 1931, was fished out of the 
barge canal near Greece, Monroe 
County. 

Syracuse again in the silly col- 
umn .with a second order banning 
gangster and racketeer films, New 
ukase comes from William Rapp. 
commissioner of public safety. 

Clarence Hastings, infantile par- 
alysis victim who has kept alive for 
months in a ‘tin lung’ at the City 
hospital, saw his first talker. Pic- 
ture shown in hospital with portable 
projection equipment. 

Edward M. Hart, formerly Fox 
up-state division manager, but more 
recently managing the Stanley, 
Utica, for Warners, is transferred to 
Troy as city manager. Hart is suc- 
ceeded in Utica by Bert Leighton, 
transferred from Newark, N. J. 

Andre Polah, director of the Syra- 
cuse University orchestra, saw a 
$17,000 Guarnerius vion loaned to 


Man Who 
‘Tireman, 


Full 


him by John H. Bennett of New 
York, crushed under the wheels of 
his auto last week. Polah fell, 


dropped the instrument, while his 
wife was driving. 

Syracuse critics no like the way 
former local idols forget their stock 
days here once they climb in Hol- 
ly wood. Weldon Heyburn, Mina 
Gombell, Donald Cook and Donald 
Dillaway are among those who 
mention every place but Syracuse 
when interviewed on the coast. 


First 100% radio school in the 
state perhaps is the new Manlius 
High School building, now being 


completed. Amplifying system per- 
mits rebroadcasting to any or all 
rooms of radio programs. School 
haz music room paralleling radio 
station studio and auditorium with 
full-sized theatre stage and com- 
plete scenic and lighting equip- 


ment. 
Washington 


By John Daly 





El Brendel writes a column for 
Mabell Jennings. 


ahead of | 


‘Beast of | 


premi- | 





nell—$24,00 in the boxoffice. 
Representative Loring 
| (wet) of New York lines up all the 


lsigners of the so-called beer bill, 
pleading with drys: ‘Sign this in 
invisible ink. If your district goes 
wet your signature will come 


Cincinnati 


By Joe Kolling 


Kern Aylward plumping 

The Joe Goetzs await arrival of 
junior. 

‘Radio Dial’ adds classified ad 
section. 

Connie Blinn is organist and 
hostess at WLW. 

Haven Gillespie shaping more 


tunes at his home. 

Cheap seats moved fast for Zieg- 
feld ‘Follies’ but not so the $4.40’s. 

Owners of Castle Farm and Ful- 
ler’s Garden plead for padlock lift- 
ing. 

Ike Libson 
ingsfeld to 
quickly. 


Col. 
irom 


Heid- 
York 


Ben 
New 


and 
and 


talph Haburton is manager of 
and doubles as plant for Bradley 


Kincaid. 

Charlie Dameron and Harry No- 
lan are newly appointed Kentucky 
Colonels. 

Bill Stiegler columns a moan 
about Capt. Billy Bryant’s show- 
boat troupe going nite clip. 

Harry Willsey’s band at Horse- 
shoe Garden, replacing Cliff Burns 
orchestra, which reopens yreen 
Mill. 

Lou Holleb at RKO Family, com- 
ing from RKO Majestic, Columbus, 
O., to swap manager berths with 
Joe Alexander, 

Harry Richman expected bigger 
returns as m.c. draw at Nether- 
land-Plaza nite club while doubling 
from Zieggy’s opry. 


Butterbeans and Susie colored 
extra attractioning this week at 
Empress, where Peaches Browning 





was magnet last week. 
K City 
Will R. Hughes 
Ed Dubinsky is vacationing in 
Miami. 


Phil Baxter 
to New York, 
eight new songs. 

William P. Kyne expects to open 
the spring racing season at River- 
side the middle of May. 

Great welcome given Jan Garber 
Monday night for a short engage- 
ment at the Muehlebach. 

Emmet Vogan, one of the town’s 
favorite stock leading men, is back 
with the Woodward stock at the Or- 
pheum. 

Plantation Grill has announced a 


is back from a trip 
where he peddled 





Jimmy Little forsakes Broadway 
for Pennsylvania Avenue. 

Vincent Callahan and Herluf 
Provenson win the ping-pong cham- 
pionship at the National Press Club. 

Herndon Davis, artist, makes a 
pastel of Andy Kelley, which adorns 
the dramatic critic’s column in the 
‘Times.’ 

George Rothwell Brown writing 
the true story of Jack Garner’s rise 
to fame, with the speaker furnish- 
ing the dee-tails. 

Angelo Ratto saw the Palace hit 
a new low record with ‘Freaks,’ but 
came near a new high with Marie 
Dressler in ‘Emma.’ 

Louis Brown chaperoned a party 
of Washington film reviewers to 


Philadelphia, there to see Ben 
Lyons and Bebe Daniels. 
Simeon D. Fess, praising Presi- 


dent Hoover over the air, gets lost. 


in his manuscript, causing terrors 
and titters in the studio. 

Gus Tarry, 
White House Correspondents, gets 
an offer of $1,000 for a seat at the 
annual banquet, but can no sell. 

Hugh Hennesy, commercial art- 
ist with the ‘Times,’ takes the fam- 
ily to Los Angeles, where he will 
draw cartoon film shorts, 
Mouse.’ 

Michael Casey, P. 
grandson, goes 
the Fox, as the singing engineer, 
right from the engine room, overalls 
and all. 

Percy MacKaye’s mask, 
field,’ closed after a short run 
Constitution Hall under auspices of 
the Bicentennial commission. Lack 
of funds. 

Corbin 


T. 


Shield lands 


good publicity job for the Motion 
Picture Theatre Owners’ Associa- 
tion, getting ready for the big an- 
nual pow-wow. 

Hardie Meakin finally finds use 
for the great abandoned lounge under 
Keith's Theatre, not used since the 


days of Wvodrow Wilson. He stages 
an afternoon tea, with Irene 
the first hostess. 


secretary-treasurer | 


‘Mickey | 


Barnum’'s 
into vaudeville, at 


‘Wake. | 
at 


himself a} 


Rich as 


new reduced scale; couvert 75 cents 
except Sunday night, when it’s 
$1.25. 

A new supper club, the Terrace 
Cafe, the town’s newest dining and 
dancing palace, will open in the 
Hotel Bellerive the middle of the 
| month. 
| The Ashland, residential picture 
| house, tied up with ‘Rajah Yogi’ and 

‘buried’ a girl on a lot near the 
theatre. Stunt taken up by the city 
officials and the girl ordered taken 
from the ‘grave.’ 

Local followers of the ponies are 
intimating that a Kansas City horse 
might beat Twenty Grand before 
the summer is over. Dark Sea is 
the horse they are watching, owned 
by Herb Woolf, and he has beaten 
Sun Beau. 


Lincoln, Neb. 


By Barney Oldfield 








Two pre-releases played here ina 
month. 

Presentation 
stage shows. 

Charlie Kunkler is a bank cashier 
as well as a fiddler. 

Cutie Florio has a game leg in 
memory of Grand Rapids. 

Al Jolson’s ‘Wonder Bar’ 
about 2,500 in the Coliseum. 

Thade Cone is a new tri-house 
manager for Cooper- Publix. 

Kathryn Donovan just came 21 
and has a new portable music box. 

Two university professors sus- 
pended six months over a bottle of 
beer, 

Lincoln symphony, 
Ferguson, guest 
| its third concert. 
| Prohib officers focusing attention 
j}here. Hotels have warning notices 
on menus to spikers. 

Wally Marrow's Waldorf, first 
local night club attempt, is a popu- 
lar college rendezvous. 

Freddie Bishop met his brother 
here and spent three days talking 
|about Iola 'way out west in Kansas.’ 


rumored for Stuart 


drew 





Bernard 
presented 


with 
soloist, 


L. Stoddard Taylor, after 25 years J. H. Cooper gave a free kiddie 
as resiaent manager of the Belasco,! matinee and a two-pound box of 
sees for the first time the house candy to all employes in honor of 
gold out for every performance a .Joe, Jr., and his third birthday. 
be nn rt 


week in advance of Katherine Cor- |! 


Black | 


out.’ | 


Montgomery, Ala. | 


By Tom Hall 


Hotels report fair business. 

Everybody playing baffle ball 

Fashion show at Paramount big. 

No hopes of Empire opening this 
year. 


Frank Woodruff teaches violin 
now. 

Lent is hurting some of the the- 
atres. 

State government has $10,000,000 
deficit. 

W. A. Doster oldest theatre man- 
ager here. 

Work to be started on new post 


office soon. 
They pack 
Strand vaude. 


in Friday nights at 


Warning issued as rain swells 
Alabama rivers. 
Some talk of another theatre 


chain coming in, 

Thieves rob Pekin (colored) 
office of small sum. 
Reports say Academy in 
doing fair business. 

Teddie Grace, radio performer, on 
vaude bill at Strand. 

Looks like this city will 
Southeastern league. 
Despite rain and 
vaude draws crowd. 
Mobile ‘Press’ buys Mobile ‘Regis- 
ter’ and ‘News Item.’ 

Jack Murphy joins staff at Ala- 
bama in Birmingham. 

Jess Petty, former major league 
baseball pitcher, in town. 

Jerry Walker, Strand staff, under- 


box 
Selma 
be in 


cold Strand 


goes appendix operation. 


Jimmie Pepper, Strand megr., be- 


longs to the hatless crowd. 


No one ever hears from Sam 


Suggs, city mgr. at Bristol. 


Jerry Walker, Strand usher, 
covers from recent operation. 
Curly Willis oldest projection 
room operator now in service. 
Tommie McConnell succeeds Jack 
Murphy as assistant mer. at Par. 
For sticking close on the job, Jack 


re- 


Murphy, Par assist. mgr., has no 
equal. 

Mayor W. A. Gunter announces 
10% cut in salaries of city em- 


ployees. 
H. C. Carpenter, projection room 


emplyee makes good record on 
bowling alley. 

R. B. Wilby in conference with 
R. M. Kennedy, city mgr. Wilby- 


Publix houses. 


St. Paul 


Shubert, ex-stock, 
UA pix Friday night. 
Anti-married women job cam- 
paign on at state capitol. ° 

Turtle race at muny aud March 
16 fund-raising stunt of junior com- 
merce association. 

‘News’ cuts Sunday drama to one 
page and ousts daily theatr- and 
film column in new retrenchment. 








opened with 


Martha Morton, lonesome for 
hubby, quit the Eddie Parks act 
here. Eddie wiring east for new 


partner, 

Feds studying bank account of 
Leon Gleckman, one-time Leaven- 
worth inmate, and reputed ‘under- 
world king.’ 

Don Ruiz (Ruiz and _ Bonita) 
helped RKO biz with daily broad- 
cast of Spanish songs over two lo- 
cal stations. 

‘Freaks’ understood to have drawn 
thumbs down verdict for St. Paul 
houses following closely guarded 
preview at Riviera. 

Vaude players here’ changed 
words of ‘Voice of RKO’ theme song 
on receipt of word Spokane is out. 
Several acts going east during three 
weeks’ layoff. 

Welfare work among jobless took 
new slant here when agency pur- 
chased a $10 used car and furnished 
gas money to get family of five to 
relatives in Iowa. 

Frank Libuse dolled dressing-room 
corridor up as nite club with four- 
piece orchestra playing for RKO 
unit No. 78 folks to dance at a sur- 


prise party he staged on his birth- 
day. 





Baltimore 


Herndon Edmonds, Fox salesman, 
and N. C. Haefele, National Theatre 
Supply manager, are ailing at Mary- 
land General hospital. Both ordered 
hernia operations for the same a. m., 
and they are sharing a room. 

Many in this town are mourning 
Billy Guard, the Metropolitan’s late 
major domo, who was a familiar fig- 
ure during the Met’s annual spring 
season. Guard was a native of this 
town, where his father was once 
pastor of Mt. Vernon M. E. Church. 

Diana Rogge is the second Balti- 


more playwright to win a drama 
prize this winter. Several months 
ago Elmer Greensfelder’s ‘Broom- 
sticks Amen’ won the Drama 
League-Longsman Green award. 
Last week Mrs. Rogge’s ‘Modern 


Medley’ won out in the Homewood 
Playshop contest. . 





New York Philharmonic’'s 
scription season at the 


sub- 
Lyric is 








threatened unless more guarantors 


come across before next fall. Eliza- 
beth Ellen Starr, Baltimore coun- 
selor, has issued over 200 invita- 


tions, but very few have responded. 
The Philharmonic gives four con- 
certs here annually. Guarantee is 
$28,000. 

Grand opera prices will be cut 
this year. The Met will play a 
three-night season at the Lyric 
April 18, 19, 20, with first-floor sea- 


son tickets bargained at three for 
$25, a five-buck saving for the ad- 
vance cash customers. The paste- 


boards read $10. This applies to $9 
and $8 tickets also. The upstairs 
rate is the same, with front rows 
scaled from a maximum of $7, how- 
ever, which is two.smackers under 
old-time top. 





New England 


Fred A. Cauture, New Hampshire 
theatre owner, vacationing in Hol- 
lywood. 

Bob McClung now 
amateurs, directing 


dabbling with 
a@ group in 


Fairhaven, Mass, 
Billy B. Van is mayor of New- 
port, N. H., now and is giving 


cheer-up talks at meetings. 

E. L. Hickey whooping things up 
in Manchester, N. H., with full-page 
advs and big time stunts, 


John Hawes, projectionist at 
Wareham, Mass., had the knot tied 
with Pearl Macdonald recently. 

Massachusetts state troopers say 
nix on hot dance stag shows, so 
they're staged over the line in 
Little Rhody. 

Elmer Daniels finally succumbing 
to flesh features. Had girl mind 
reader along with films at Publix 
Capitol, Worcester. 


When George F. Madden ain't 
working at his scribery job he's 
directing the Wollaston, Mass., 


Little Theatre Guild. 

Pat Costello, New Bedford ‘Times’ 
columnist, writes: ‘There, empty 
theatres, don't you cry—varieties’ll 
cure you by and by.’ 

Andrew E. Hathaway, 
showman of New Bedford, left an 
estate of $177,000. Son and grand- 
daughter are beneficiaries. 

Springfield, Mass., Motion Picture 
Council (women) pats managers on 
the back for care in selecting films 
suitable for family trade. Includes 
Harry Smith. 

Rhode Isiand ‘baby Volstead law’ 
repealed, but nobody dares -to open 
a place. Federal boys on the job. 
Still there’s only seven of ‘em to 
watch the whole state. 

Business must be good for Harry 
Zeitz, New Bedford film man 
has bought a large colonial house 
that cost $70,000 to build. He gota 
sunken garden with it, too. 

Hy Teich, New Bedford 
film editor, interviewed Lina Bas- 
quette over Station WNBH. She 
played the Publix Olympia. And 
how she panned dear old N. E. 

Crown Amusement Company ac- 
quires five-year lease that was 
given William F, Shea by the Bijou 
Theatre company of Holyoke. He's 
a director in the Crown company. 

A Quincy, Mass., undertaker is 
advertising that he will ‘render 
without charge a dignified, respec- 
table, complete funeral to anyone 
out of employment and unable to 
pay.’ 


pioneer 


‘Times’ 





Colsains 


By Walt Harvest 


Harold Eckert ill for week. 

Rabbi Tarshish joins Barkers. 

Farewell party to Dinty Moore 
and wife. 

Jean James doing two columns 
regularly now. 

John Todd off to New York and 
stage contract. 

Joe Alexander welcomed as new 
manager of Majestic. 

Lou Holleb gone so fast hardly 
had time to say ’voir. 

Palace turns over noon hours to 
annual Lenten sermons. 

O’Neill’s ‘Electra’ booked 
Hartman for March 28 to 30. 

They’re still looking for a game 
that Max Stern doesn’t know. 

Johnny Jones scoops town for 
Southern theatre on Sino-Jap war 
films. 

Free cooking school in matinee 
hours proves hard to take for the- 
atres, 

Ohio’s cig tax fails to bring in 
the expected revenue, state an- 
nounces, 

Wayne Clark to do nightly song 
program on commercial time, which 
is a record break in this town. 

Kane brothers burlesquers take 
over Lyceum, co-op house, with 
Hurley through for this season. 

Lysle Talbot, recent stock lead 
here, writes that he’s signed to play 
support to Doug Fairbanks, Jr., in 
talker, 

Horace Heidt does land office biz 
in one night stand at Valley Dale 
while en route to lengthy engage- 
ment at Netherland Plaza hotel in 


into 





Cinci. 





Motor cycle polo tried at the Gar. 
den. 

Charley Solomon t 
Globe from Publix, 

Mickie Alpert starts the gs 
with light suede shoes. 

Good Scotch is so cheap 
everybody is afraid to buy any. 

Taxi rate war brings scale down 
to 10 and 5 on 700 independent cabs 

Harry McDonald gives Boston his 
idea of a Hollywood opening and the 
natives loved it. 

Man with automobile anda tele. 
phone makes complaint at City Hall 
when refused dole. . 

Franklin Park flopped on its idea 
of a Jewish program and returns to 
a vaudefilm policy. 

Tom Lothian at the Colonia] has 
a fractured rib, but he didn’t crack 


akes over the 


eason 


that 


it laughing at Shaw's new Guild 
play. 
Al Somerbee threw a 


; birthday 
party last week in honor of the 40th 


birthday of his Bowdoin Square 
which is still out of red. ; 

Victor J. Morris and Joe Di Pesa 
turned out one of the best news- 
paper crowds of the year at Cocoa- 
nut Grove Friday to greet 
Nagel. 

City Censor John Casey saw to it 
that the Ubangi native women with 
the duck-bill lips were safely cov- 
ered with sweat-shirts when they 
played the Scollay Square, but he 


didn’t get shirts on the one-sheets 
around town. 


Conrad 





Tacoma 


By Harry T. Smith 


Federal grand jury called. There 
may be fireworks. 

Pretty wet here. Two streets 
flooded—overflow river. 

All streets and highways littered 
with cars. Petrol selling at 8 cents. 


Seattle buying electric energy 
from Tacoma to keep out of dark. 

Politics hurting shows. Packing 
them in at these windjamming con- 
tests. 

Elliot Metcalf local sports editor 
broke his ankle in front of a sport 
goods store. 

Blue Mouse, local palace says no 
passes anymore Friday, Sat. and 
Sunday. Nobody sore. 

Clem Pope, Rialto megr., knows 
his book covers. He reviews all of 
them over local station. 

Playing up Londos here and pro- 
moters not spending any money. 
Theatre mers. do not like. 

Hoquiam banker beats sea cap- 


tain to draw in club and kills 
mariner. Freed by coroner's jury. 
Dough Kimberly, RKO _ mer, 
pepping up business’ with local 


amateur nights. First show a pip. 

Police are forgetting traffic rules. 
Cars parking three deep on main 
stems. Merchants want registers 
to ring. 

Local mayor holds center of stage 
to S. R. O. in local school auditor- 
iums nightly. Giving the political 
lowdown. 





San Francisco 


Bill Royle was once a detective. 

Marceline Emory new KYA vocal- 
izer. 

talph Brunton has new bridge- 
work. 

Ben Berman and Charlie Virian in 
town. 

Patricia Dee joins Capitol bur- 
lesque. 

Betty Mareno still in 
hospital. 

tddie Belasco in town for the 
‘Grand Hotel’ opening. 

Cost Cal Pearce $1,500 for an auto 
accident two years ago. 

Walter Beban has abandoned the 
idea of raising a crop of hair. 

More news shots of the Chinese 
fracas arrived from the Orient. 

Charlotte Greenwood mebbe into 
the Alcazar after Colleen Moore. 

George Wendt and Sammy Carr 
new additions to the Warfield band. 

Emil Bondeson draws a few days’ 
rest in the country while Alcazar is 
dark. 

Local critics unanimous in opin- 
ions that Cornelia Otis Skinner is 
regular. 

Charles Wakefield Cadman to do 
‘White Enchantment’ at Columbia 
March 13, 

Henry L. James, former Duffy 
music director, finally out of years’ 
alimony troubles. 

NBC news dept. stayed 
night for news bulletins 
Lindbergh. kidnapping. 

William A, Brady expected here 
for opening of ‘First Mrs, Fraser, 
starring Grace George. 

Jimmy McKillop, musical director 
of ‘Grand Hotel’ since it has been 
on the Coast, hasn’t seen the show 
yet. 

Bernice Berwin is leading the 
NBC bridge tournament with Arthur 
Ward, Mrs. Ralph Lamb and Ann 
Chase runners-up. 

Opie Warner resigns as police Te 
porter of ‘Examiner’ to join State 
Fish and Game commission. Charlie 
Iiuse takes Opie’s police beat. | 

Thespians, social elub, organized 
with headquarters in William 
Taylor hotel. Meyer Goodman man- 
ager. Flock of oldtime pros aré 
members. 


Palo Alto 
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15 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Variety’ and ‘Clipper’) 





Although he had died in Miami 
around Xmas, Chicago was still 


wondering what effect the death of 


Geo. H. Castle would have on the 


Kohl & Castle firm, then control- 
ling Chicago vaude. The circuit 
continued. Castle’s widow, now 
Mrs. Horns, is living in East Au- 
rora, N. Y. 

Sarah Bernhardt, who had been 


playing tents and auditoriums as a 
gesture of defiance to the ‘syndi- 
cate’ (K. & E.), was bending her ear 
to the whispers of the Keith 
cuit. 


cir- 


Just to prove to Providence that 
he didn’t mean his kidding, Geo. M. 
Cohan sought to save its baseball 
franchise. Was willing to take it 
over himself if necessary. 





Renee Bennett, a new act at Proc- 
tor‘s 23rd St., was canceled for 
wearing too few clothes. 


White Rats issued strike orders 
against Loew and Poli theatres. 
Only seven walked on Poli and none 
at Loew’s, but the pickets paraded 


and got pinched and punched. ‘Va- 
riety’ got out aé_ strike bulletin 
again. 


Criterion theatre was hiring pic- 
ture extras at $1 a night to line up 
at the b.o. to suggest. prosperity. 
Same thing currently being done in 
Paris, 


Stage hands demanded the union- 
ization of Loew theatres, 





Stock mers. worried about short- 
age of new plays. 


00 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clipper’) 





Receipts at the six day walking 
match, just ended, were $30,190 for 
paid admissions and $6,535 for 
privileges. Entrants were not paired, 
each hoofing on his own and sleep- 
ing when he dared. Geo. Harzal, 
the winner, covered 600 miles, a new 
record. Did the first century in 15 
hours. 





Rossi, European tragedian, went 
on the rocks in Detroit. Manager 
decamped with the receipts, leaving 
the troupe two weeks in arrears. 
Rossi paid all but three members 
one week's salary and _ supplied 
transportation to New York out of 
his own pocket. 





‘Tommy Prescott,’ performing 
cockatoo, described as the most re- 
markable trained bird in existence, 
died at the age of 40. Was buried 
in the grave of his original trainer, 
D. K. Prescott. 





Dan Rice, one of the most famous 
of old circus clowns, was in Cincin- 
nati purchasing milling machinery 
for a silver mine he was operating 
in New Mexico. 





Some one wrote a western drama 
for McKee Rankin. Turned down 
because it had no part for Mrs. 
tankin. Author then rewrote the 
lead in dialect and sold it to Gus 
Williams. 





P. H. Semon advertisei for a job 
as clown, comic vocalist, ringmas- 
ter or equestrian director. Could 
double into the concert as bones or 
straight. If he couldn’t get that, 
he was willing to travel with a med- 
icine show. 





Some one advertised for a band 
of long haired Indians to troupe. 
Had a preference for ‘large, portly 
men.’ 





‘Give to the poor all they hon- 
estly earn’ being plugged as a great 
song for motto singers. 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


—_———_— 


A move is under way by the major chains for the elimination of all 
banners, flags and other similar detachable paraphernalia used.4n theatre 
fronts, marquees and buildings for advertising. Objective is seen as a 
slap at the New York Sign Writers Union, No. 230, against which most 
The only doubtful circuits for 100% accord 


of the chains are rebelling. 
on agreement to cut out all banners, flags, ete., are Loew’s and Warner 
Bros. 

Additionally to the sign writer cost of preparing the house front 
material, held by chains as too high, feeling is mounting against strip 


banners and the like in order to avoid the violations that are 
frequently slapped on theatres for using these and other displays. 

All advertising lettering under the jurisdiction of the N. Y 
sign writers. Contract the chains and the New York 
expires April 1. 


pieces, 


comes 


between local 





Calling off rehearsals of ‘Lizzie Strutter’ through fear of police inter- 
ference that closed the original ‘Lysistrata,’ the Domino Club of Holly- 
wood ingenues later calmed its qualms and presented ‘Lizzie’ and other 
sketches at the clubhouse. Walter Catlett was called in by the all-femme 
screen group to clean up the piece and give it some last minute direction. 

Another thought which bothered the ladies is ‘What will the men 
think?’ 


In the skit were Louise Fazenda, Thelma Todd, Gertrude Short, Joan 


Standing, Mia Marvin, Mrs. Harry Beaudine, Mrs. Maurice Black, Mrs. 
Pat O’Brien, Georgia Fifield and Eleanor O'Reilly. 
By accepting Universal's offer to come to Hollywood, R. C. Sherriff 


is temporarily giving up an Oxford education. The author of ‘Journey’s 
End’ had enrolled at the English university in the fall to acquire a long 
desired Oxford degree. He expects to re-enroll as a history student 
after completing a four months’ contract with Universal. 

Sherriff, an insurance salesman until clicking with ‘Journey’s End,’ is 
reputed to be wealthy through his royalties on this, on ‘Badgers Green,’ 
a play, and ‘Fortnight in September,’ novel now in its seventh edition. 
He is 35. 

Writer’s U contract specifies he is to work with James Whale on the 
screen version of ‘The Road Back.’ 


Hungarian Picture Censure Committee’s report on its 1931 activity 

show that of 1,112 pictures, 52 were tabooed. This would appear a very 
small percentage but of the 1,112 films, only 312 were regular features, 
the rest being shorts. The 52 prohibited ones all came from among the 
ranks of the 312 features, which means 18%. 
Censorship is no less strict in 1932. The last banned were Metro’s 
‘War Nurse,’ United Artists’ ‘Tempest,’ Par’s ‘Dr. Fu Manchu’ and 
‘American Tragedy.’ The last mentioned picture got a repeal from the 
ministry of interior, highest forum, and was later presented for spec- 
tators above 16, with apparent success. 


Film house managers in the Lehigh Valley have found the reason for 
poor business this winter, they believe. Cause is too many little theatre 
movements and dramatic clubs. More this season than ever before. 

Only last week the Lafayette College Little Theatre presented a show 
for three nights to capacity audiences, the Little Theatre in Allentown 
did another on several nights, the local high school presented an operetta 
on two nights, the Easton Symphony orchestra held a concert and other 
dramatic clubs were busy. Active stage work was not an exception 
either. Whether it’s an alibi or not, that is what the picture boys claim. 


It is now believed that the raid on the Motion Picture Club, New 
York, by prohibition agents, was on a tip to the authorities from some- 
one who worked in the club. This is deduced from information that 
the agents knew exactly where to go for the liquor when entering the 
club, something that few, if any, of the members themselves know. 

Original belief, now reversed, was that a member made the com- 
plaint to the authorities. Every effort to learn which member, if any, 
so far has been fruitless. 





Several foreign film trade papers recently have carried stories that 
U. S. film men are boycotting Muropean product. Special mention has 
been made of Ufa’s ‘Congress Dances.’ Europeans seem to feel that 
America should have taken this film long age. 

Stories are surprising since American major film companies pur- 
chased eight foreign pictures within the past two weeks for national 
distribution, that number including the mentioned Ufa film. 





During the tour of the Fox West Coast houses by the Skourases and 
their party from Kansas City to Los Angeles but one dismissal oc- 
curred. Preceding their entrance into each of the FWC towns, Spyros 
and Charlie Skouras sent word to have the division and other managers 
present with reports ready. The Skourases are of that very small show 
group of 18-hour workers a day. 

In one city a division manager’s report and conversation didn’t reveal 
any intimate knowledge of his division. 





Reports of difficulties between Fox and Noel Coward over recent deal 
for three of his sho-s to be filmed by Fox are scotched in the east. It 
is said Fox so far doe:n’t know what the third play of the trio purchased 
will be but that under the original deal the third was to be picked by 
mutual consent. 

Other two are ‘Bitter Sweet’ and ‘Cavalcade.’ 





= 

Stanley, Pittsburgh, removed the operation scene from ‘Impatient 
Maiden’ (U) in its entirety. Management figured too much hospital stuff 
in recent pictures, and also those on way. 

Basic reason was that theatre’s next picture, ‘Alias the Doctor,’ like- 
wise has the same thing. 


Salary cutting proclivities of a new exec at one of the comedy lots has 
everyone shaky. Final touch to set them wild was the announcement in 
the studio barber shop by the exec that in his opinion no actor, or 
director, working in comedy two reelers was worth more than $100 
weekly. 





Inserting the wedge into that almost impregnable American domination 
of short-subject features, Associated Screen News, all-Canadian organ- 
ization, is now doing a series of ‘Canadian Cameos’ and ‘Sport Chats.’ 
Latter deals with sports classifications, first of the series being a pic- 
turization of the Londos-Zaharias wrestling bout. 

California rain is dripping back to the home offices of several indie 
producers. Floods are estimated by W. Ray Johnson to have cost his 
Monogram company $30,000. Every time a western company of John- 
son's decided on location, and there were 11 of them, it rained. 

Part open for a child in ‘Veneer,’ a Radio picture, resulted in a con- 
vention of 15 little girls, 15 mothers, and five agents, who spent half a 
day on the interview. Aggregate time 17% hours. The lucky child 
worked two days. 








The ‘Film Daily’s’ annual Year Book has been issued. This is the 14th 
edition of the series with 1,056 pages between the covers, equalling in 
size the edition of '31. 





Inside Stuff—Leot 


Just about 24 hours passed between the time Henry Forbes droppeg 
‘Bloodstream’ and Sidney Harmon picked it up. Latter went into pro- 
duction on it immediately. 

Oddity is that written by Fred Schlik, a young playwright, “Blood. 
stream’ was one of three shows Schlik sold early this season, but none 
of which have come in. Carol Sax has Schlik’s ‘Como Murphy’ and Sam 
Golden the same author’s adaptation of ‘Sanctuary.’ 








A young crowd concerned in producing ‘Bloodstream.’ Sidne Salkow 
is to direct, together with Schlik and Harmon, none long in the 20's. 
| ‘ ‘ , 
‘| A producer occasionally active on Broadway was having director 


trouble on his show. He finally had a deal set with a w.k. stager to take 
over the job which two men had previously tried. At the last minute the 
director sent word to the producer he’d only handle it providing he were 
to have final say so on casting, rewriting, staging, etc. 

When the producer got the director’s note he sent back a wire reading, 
‘What fun would my wife and I have if you took complete charge of 
the show?’ Another megger was called in, 


‘New York Times’ pulled a surprise in sending J. Brooks Atkinson, its 
dramatic critic, to cover the world premiere of the Guild’s Shaw play, 
‘Too Good to Be True,’ opening in Boston Monday (29). Atkinson panned 
the play. ‘Times’ was the only New 
on the job. 

When Maude Adams returned legit last fall the York 
did the same thing, sending Ward Morehouse éo cover the opening in 
Cleveland. 


York daily to have a special man 


to New ‘Sun’ 


Dick Bennett held his tongue for three full weeks of ‘Cyrano’ at the 
Geary theatre, Frisco, obeying a clause in his contract forbidding curtain 


speeches. 


Bennett had been burning at the forthcoming engagement of Walter 
Hampden in the same show, so when the ‘Cyrano” star stepped down 
stage after the last curtain closing night, the stage manager ordered 
the lights doused and the asbestos dropped, leaving a thoroughly mysti- 


fied legit star in the dark. 


—_—_————_—. 


No buy was asked of the agencies for John Golden’s ‘Riddle Me This.’ 
Policy of the house (Golden) for this attraction is to have all tickets 
on sale at the boxoffice, hence no allotments to the brokers either. 
Orders from agencies are acceptable but agencies wanting possession of 
tickets must buy outright with no returns permitted. 

Frank Craven, co-starred with Thomas Mitchell in the show, went into 
the boxoffice for several periods last week helping sell tickets. 


‘Riddle Me This’ was originally sold to George C. Tyler with the un- 
derstanding he would produce with Erlanger backing. Tyler also said 
to have had the right to assign the show to another manager as he did, 

Believed that either Tyler or Erlanger’s, or both, now have holdings in 
the production. 


Billboard front on the Broadway side of the Cadillac hotel, N, Y., has 
been taken by Sam Harris for his two musicals, ‘Of Thee I Sing’ and 
‘Face the Music.’ Board runs half the block between 43rd and 44th 
streets, the east side of Broadway. 

Price of the space is believed $250 weekly at present, figure represente 
ing a considerable drop since the board was used for commercial prode¢ 
ucts, last of which was an auto. 





Three-eighths of a week's salary due the cast of ‘Smiling Faces,’ 
Shubert musical starring Fred Stone, and due because of a three-day 
layoff when Stone’s mother died recently, have been paid by the star. 
It is reported the Shubert receivers refused to pay the three-eighths. 

If the amount hadn’t been paid, it is probable a case calling for arbi- 
tration would have arisen. It is believed Stone wished to avoid this. 





Milton Kramer and Herbert Krapp are principals concerned in Forrest 
Productions, recently formed to produce for the Forrest, N. Y. House 
is one of those leases disaffirmed by the Shubert receivers. 

Kramer is part owner of the theatre and Krapp the architect, and 
also said to be a part owner. First show, ‘A Few Wild Oats,’ is being 
staged by Chauncey Keim who was g.m. for Charles Hopkins for 18 years. 





Cast for ‘Park Avenue, Ltd.’, which opened and closed in Greenwich 
Village last week at the Provincetown Playhouse, agreed to accept $25 
each weekly with the promise of more if the show moves uptown. 

Little production outlay on the show, principal set being cut down from 
a discarded scene in ‘House Beautiful’ to fit the tiny Village stage. 
Whether playing bits or otherwise all players are on the same $25 basis. 





Some producers tarry in boxoffice for various reasons, principally to 
watch the coin roll in, A somewhat different motive goes for Elmer 
Rice, author-producer of ‘Counsellor at Law.’ His favorite spot before 
and during the performances is in the Plymouth b.o. Says he gets 
many a laugh and lots of lines from the customers which will probably 
go into his next show. 


Bill Sullivan is out of the ‘original’ Fifth Avenue ticket agency (42nd 
street) after 22 years. He had a piece of the biz. 

Sullivan is now with the Tyson Operating Co., the Sullivan-Kay agency. 
He is a cousin of John Sullivan of that enterprise, also a cousin of John 
and William McBride. 


Plan of Louis Macloon to crash into Hollywood’s magazine field with 
a gossip paper, seems to have been shelved. He is reported preparing 
to produce legit shows out there again, 

Ernest MacCauley, to have been the business manager of 
is on the way back to Broadway. 


sheet, 


the 


Legit actor familied himself out of a job in a production now rehears- 


ing. He was set for the lead when he decided that two members of 
his family must also be in the cast. That, or he wouldn't work. He 


didn't. 


‘Lucky Day,’ Coast colored musical, is not likely to hit Broadway be- 
fore fall. Intention then is to build a new production, strengthen it with 
additional numbers and acts, and take only a few of the principals east 

Troupe starts a Coast road tour next week. 





When Earl Carroll vacated the theatre which has his name attached, 
he made a swift look for offices. He is now established in a Fifth ave 


suite said to be, even with a liberal concession, among the most €*- 
pensive any legit producer ever had. 
Eugene O'’Neill’s next play to have a background of the American 





revolution, will probably be standard play lengih. 


- 


* 
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Court Court of Appeals Reverses 
rankie-Johnnie Conviction; 
Dramatization of Folk Song’ 


oY ke AES 2k + 


New York state’s highest tribunal, 
Court of Appeals, reversed the con- 
yiction of indecency against John 
M. (Jack) Kirkland’s ‘Frankie and 
Johnnie’ (play), by a vote of four 
to three last week. Kirkland, 
divorced husband of Nancy Car- 
roll, wrote and produced the show. 

Lower court decision was af- 
firmed by the Appellate Division in 
a manner that would have dis- 
couraged the average appellant, but 
was carried further by Harry H. 
Oshrin, attorney for Kirkland and 
the cast. Sentence had been sus- 
pended but the attorney sought a 
show down which may have an ef- 


fect on future charges of stage in- 
decency. 
Judge Cuthbert W. Pound wrote 


the opinion which was dissented to 
by Judges Crain, O’Brien and 
Hobbs. 
The Decision 
The opinion pointed out: 
The production of such a play 
may be repulsive to puritanical 


ideas of propriety as would 
‘Camille’ and may be offensive 
to the more liberal minded as 


lacking in taste and refinement, 
as would ‘Abi.’s Irish Rose.’ The 
play may be gross and its char- 
acters wanting in moral sense. 
It may depict women who carry 
on a loathsome trade and their 
associates. It cannot be said to 
suggest except ‘to a prurient 
imagination’ unchaste or lustful 
ideas. It does not counsel or 
invite to vice or voluptuousness. 
It does not deride virtue. Un- 
less we say that it is obscene to 
use the language of the street 
rather than that of the scholar, 
the play is not obscene under 
the penal law, although it might 
be so styled by the censorious.’ 
However: 

We do not propose to sanc- 
tion indecency on the stage by 
this decision or let down the 
bars against immoral shows or 
to hold that the depiction of 
gwcenes of bawdry on the stage 
is to be tolerated. We hold 
merely that the fact’ that 
‘Frankie and Johnnie’ and their 
companions were not nice peo- 
ple does not itself make the 
play obscene. A history of 
prostitution or of sexual life is 
not per se indecent although 
such a book might easily be so 
written as to offend decency. 
The opinion goes on: 

The prosecution herein arose 
out of dramatization of the 
ancient folk son; ‘Fra kie and 
Johnnie’ which told the tale of 
the adventures of Johnnie, a 
country boy, in a St. Louis re- 
sort for drinking, gambling and 
prostitution in the middle of the 


last century. That the 
language of the play is coarse, 
vulgar and profane; the plot 


cheap and tawdry. That as a 
(Continued on page 54) 


SCHWAB-DeSYLVA IN 
HUDDLE ON NEW SHOW 


Lawrence Schwab goes’ to the 
Coast late this month to collab with 
Buddy DeSylva on a new musical. 
Songs for it will not be written by 





Lew Brown and Ray Henderson 
Who continue as their own in- 
dependent writing team for pro- 
duction, although the trio go into 


a huddle on pop stuff. Everything 
is published exclusive ly by the mu- 
Sic firm bearing the three names. 
Brown-Henderson figure that the 
% of the gross they receive from 
the shows they write is top money 
economically and that the inelu- 
Sion of DeSylva would merely cur- 


tail the split. Whereas, as two 
teams they are better off finan- 
Cially, 





Musicals for Olympiad 


Los Anveles, ’ 
Intimate revues with Basha by 
B8tudio writers, will | siaged 


Pasadena Community theatre in 
May by Harold Hec t, dance director. 
City is behind the musical with 
Olympic crowd aspirations. 

Harry Myers has an option on 
the Greek theatre in Griffith park 
for outdoor musicals, also with the 








Salaries Jump According 
To Length of Run | 


put ‘The 
Wilbur, 
Cast, 


Philip Gerton 


Line,’ 


Danger | 
re- | 
| 
headed | 
Tuller 


un- 


by Crane into 
hearsal Thursday (3). 
by Lester Vail, lioward Lang, 
Mellish and Lenita Lane, 
derstood to be working on a ba 
whereby salaries are boosted weekly 
in accordance with the number of 
weeks the show runs. When a stated 
number of weeks is reached the 
salary becomes fixed. 

Frank McCormack is directing. 
Remainder of the cast takes in Dor- 
othy Tennant, Robert Lowry, Peter | 
Goo Chong. 


is 





lf ‘Tower’s’ Authors 
Refund to Mgr. Can 
Have Play’s Rights 


the 





Arbitration in which authors 


of ‘Black Tower’ contended that the 
possible picture and stock rights 
should revert to them because the 


the 


has 


producer, Ben Stein, changed 


script without their permission, 
been decided in favor of the writers 
providing they turn back to the 
manager all monies paid them 
within two weeks from March 4. 
Show did not draw much in its first 
two months, the authors havins 
gotten about $1,000. No encourag- 
ing picture offers are known. 

Four days of hearings were con- 
sumed with Morris Green acting for 
Stein, Elmer Rice for the authors | 
(Ralph Murphy and Lora Baxter) 
and H. Bernard Riddey, publisher 
of the ‘Stats Zeitung’ and other 
German papers, as umpire, Ridder 
wanted to call the case a draw, 
figuring both sides’ erred, but 
finally ruled with Rice who insisted 
on the letter of the Basic Minimum 
Agreement of the Dramatists Guild. 

Umpire’s View 

In concluding the case Ridder 
said to Rice: 

‘I am interésted in 12 newspapers 
from here to the Coast. We do 
business with writers also collec- 
tive bodies (unions, referring to the 
Dramatists Guild and Authors 
League). How any sane man could 
sign such a contract as the Basic 
agreement, I cannot understand.’ 

Stein testified that Murphy was 
on the Coast engaged in pictures 
and Miss Baxter was rehearsing in 
‘The Animal Kingdom’ when ‘Black 
Tower’ was being rehe~ 3ed. Stein 
said the last act had but 19 pages 
of script and that he engaged a 
writer to extend it mere than twice 
that length. The show, even now, 
ends its performance earlier than 
is usual. 

Crux of the dispute hinged on 
clause 9 of the Guild's ‘Basic Agree- 
ment’ which denies producers the 
right to change the content of orig- 
inal scripts without consent of the 
author. It is a matter that has 
caused no little trouble between 
playwrights and managers this sea- 
son. A demand to the Authors 
League for a change was scheduled 
recently and the clause may be the 
cubject of a managers-authors con- 
ference soon. 

‘Tower's’ authors maintained that 
if Stein owned the present version 
of the play, they were entitled to 
i in its original form. On the 
technical point of the agreement 
they won. Show went co-operative 





two weeks ago. If the authors do 
not refund to Stein within two 
weeks the manager will retain the | 


in 


‘Follies’ Closes After 
39 Wks.; No Coast Trip | 
The ‘Follies’ season | 

at Baltimore 

which time it will 
ital of 39 weeks. 
was on tour for 17 weeks, booked 
in the key spots where ¢xcellent 
business was done Plan to tour to 
the coast has »,een abandoned, show 
being too heavy for the long trip. 
Next ‘Follies’ is tentatively dated 
for June, with Maurice Chev 
starred according to present plans 


rights question. | 


will close its 
Saturday (12) 
have played a} 
Ziegfeld show | 


alier 





Ylympic draw in mind. 


‘Cyrano’ on Horseback 





Los Angeles, March 7. 

With Walter Hampden at the 
siltmore and Richard Bennett 
at the Belasco, both playing 
‘Cyrano,’ boxoffice employees 
are dizzy. 

A man buying tickets for the 
Bennett production asked the 
b.o. man if there were any 
horses in the Bennett show. 
B.o. man said there weren't. 

‘Gimme back my money’ de- 
manded the patron, ‘Hamp- 
den’s advertising horses.’ 








atl. 





DELAY SHUBERT 
REPORT FOR 
CREDITORS 


the 
expected to 


Report of the receivers of 
Shubert Theatre Corp., 
filed with the court next Sat- 
urday (12), will be delayed. Rea- 
is that the receivers desire to 
confer with the various protective 
committees representing all classes 
of that the latter may 
be what the re- 


be 


son 


creditors, 
acquainted with 
port will contain. 

That it will be impracticable to 
continue the business under present 
conditions is virtually certain. A 
revision of figures shows the re- 
ceivers face the task of raising $8,- 
000,000, in order to dissolve the re- 
ceivership. That total includes 
the outstanding debenture bonds 
amounting to $6,450,000. Earlier 
estimates that $2,000,000 had to be 
raised is explained to have meant 
that that sum was necessary to 
carry on the business as actual 
working capital for a reorganization 
plan which, as yet, has not been 
proposed by the Shuberts. 

There are two committees for the 
bondholders, one acting for an 
independent group representing 
clients of bond houses which soid 
the paper, in addition to the Selig- 
man brothers. There is also a com- 
mittee for the stockholders (last 
stock quotations out as 50 cents) 
and a committee for general credi- 
tors. 

What the Shuberts, the receivers, 
the court or the creditors are going 
to do about it is a guess at this 
time. 





Freed’s Libretto and 
Tiomkin’s Music for 
Lubitsch’s ‘Czarina’ 


Arthur Freed is in from Holly- 
to work on the lyrics and 
proposed for the Ernst Lu- 

stage operetta. Dimitri 
Tiomkin, husband of Albertina 
Rasch, will do the music to Freed’s 
libretto. Miss Rasch and Tiomkin 
will be in on the production with 
Lubitsch, 

Freed is carrying over some of 
his material from a Viennese op- 
eretta he had been preparing on the 
Coast with Vicki Baum and Oscar 
Strauss until the latter twain’s de- 
parture for their native countries 
halted the collaboration. The book 


wood 
book 
bitsch 


will be based on ‘The Czarina.’ 
Negotiations are continuing to se- 
cure Maria Jeritza for the title 
role. 





White Handling ‘Scandals’ 


F rida ne 
rom Florida by Pho 

| (ieorge White is operating the 
road tour of ‘Scandals’ from Miami 
| Beach where he is vacationing. 
Show closed at the Apollo, New 
York, and opened at the Boston 
Opera House yesterday (Monday). 
White has been on the phone an 

verage of three times daily. 


Fact that ‘Scandals’ is booked for 
a number of civic auditoriums, re- 
quiring much technical detail that 
doesn't apply when showing in 
egulation theatres, makes White's 
ong distance management unusual. 
A Proadway box-office man _ will 
the ticket sales at the audi- 


I 
} 
i 
ndle 


+ -trIme 
oriums, 


nteed the show. 


some of which have guar- | 


Alien Players as 





| Adele ree Quits 
‘Wagon’ for Nuptials 


Chicago, March 7. 


Vera Marsh stepped into the 
Adele Astaire part in ‘Band Wagon’ 
at the Illinois here last night (6), 


a week ahead of the slated switch. 
When the show came in it was un- 
derstood that Miss Astaire would 
linger until the end of its Chicago 
engagement (12). 

Miss Astaire is due to leave for 
Europe during the current week 
to marry Lord Cavendish. Fred 
Astaire on with the revue 
which its next stand in 
Cincy, Holy Week, and then 
reopens in St. Louis. 


stays 
makes 
lays off 








Dance Recitals 
Show Biz Leap, 
Tho Yanks Lag 


Claims are 1.ade that dance re- 
citals are approaching an independ- 
ent and well-paying basis. Leading 
dancers are said to be playing to 
satisfactory grosses throughout the 
country, compared to the time not 
so far back when few, other than 
the friends of the artist, were con- 
cerned in the recitals. 

Noticeable point is that, with one 
possible exception, none of those 
doing the best business are Ameri- 
cans. The one breaking the rule is 
supposed to be Martha Graham. 

Among these managers various 
reasons are given for the pickup 
which has taken place since the 
deaths of Isadora Duncan and Pav- 
lowa. Mainly it’s that styles have 
changed, with the recitals now along 
strictly modern and futuristic lines 
differing from the softly painted ef- 
fects of the past masters. Addi- 
tional showmanship and better pres- 
entation is also emphasized as a 
point. 

More Reviews 

indication of the change is 
that practically all New York 
dailies now carry dance critics. 
Formerly, reviews were assigned to 
a no-byliner who always deemed it 
as aon. s. h. assignment. Straight 
dance critics for metropolitan dailies 
started with John Martin of the 
‘Times,’ who started three or four 
years ago with criticisms and a 
weekly column. 

One dance manager handling a 
Yankee girl plans to take her abroad 
and return under a different name 
should the concert tour about to 
start fail. This is an old dodge for 
show business, but deemed neces- 
sary by the dance pilot. 


An 





Reopen Matter of Two 
Shubert Shows’ Salaries 


The “quity-Managers’ Protec- 
tive Association question, concern- 
ing salaries due the casts of two 
closed Shubert productions, will be 
reopened this week. It has lain 
dormant since the first of the year. 

Factors in the reopening of the 
issues were the return to New York 


from a vacation Friday (4), of 
Frank Gillmore, Equity president, 
and the previous return of Lee 


Shubert. 


Letter to the M.P.A. was to have 





been sent out the latter part of last 
week, or the early part of this one, 
by Equity’s Jegal department. 
| Shows concerned are ‘Constant 
Sinner’ and ‘Allison's House.” A 
total of pahaaceied ae 0,000 is involved 


‘Group’s 2 Deed on 
Results of First One 


Group theatre, Guild offspring, ts 


| producing without an Equity bond, 

following th usu il « Live . proceed- 

| ure of assigning 505.0 of stock and 

film right: to the cast. When un- 

jder Guild uspices no bond was 
} necessary for the younge’ firm. 

ae opens ‘Night Over Taos’ 

| the on Street, New York, 

| w ednesday (9) Understood the 


| Gro up hen K 
two 


jthe results 


the ne 


e UO Rane 
Or Taos. 


show 3, 
’ 


ing into the 48th is for} 
xt depending on} 


Legit Actors for Bill Against 


Film Companies 


Prepare to hi ght Same Measure 


The bill restricting foreign actors 
in the United States, introduced by 
Representative Dickstein in Con- 
gress, has created a bit of a furor 
in New York professional circles. A 
special meeting of Equity’s Council 
was held Friday (4) for the specific 
purpose of considering and indors- 
ing the measure. Around the ace 
tors’ clubs the sentiment in favor of 
it was virtually solid. 

The picture interests, of course, 
are strongly opposed. The film in- 
dustry is believed to have started a 
lobby in Washington against the 
Dickstein proposal. 

Impromptu gatherings in the ac- 
tors’ clubs in Manhattan indorsed 
the bill with much spirit. The Con- 
gressman sent messages to several 
theatrical guilds asking them to get 
behind the measure and indications 
are that they will do so promptly. 

Almost Parallel 

Equity was unable to secure the 
context of the bill for several days, 
but when it was digested stated 
that it favored the idea. The Dick- 
stein bill more or less parallels 
Equity alien actor regulations. It 
would relieve Equity of the ‘polic- 
ing’ feature of the rules and would 
aid in effectiveness. 

Equity’s rules prohibit alien ace 
tors, principally British, from ap- 
pearing here for more than one con- 
secutive engagement, a six months’ 
interval to space the next iegit 
appearance unless the foreign play- 
er shall have attained resident alien 
standing or has played here 100 
weeks. 

There is an exception, however, in 
the case of an alien star, or player 
of exceptional ability, being re- 
quired for some special character- 
ization. This jibes exactly with the 
Dickstein measure, which would bar 
all others in all branches of the 
acting field. 

Should the measure be passed by 
Congress, the matter of judging 
whether a foreign player could en- 
ter America and appear profession- 
ally would rest with the Depart- 
ment of Labor. In this case it is 
likely that precedent would be fol- 
lowed in that the various actors’ 
associations would be called upon 
to verify the status of the entrant. 

Bill’s Contents 

The Dickstein bill reads: 

‘Be it enacted by the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Con- 
gress assembled: That the contract- 
labor provisions of the immigration 
laws be applicable to alien actors, 
whether coming for permanent res- 
idence or for a temporary period. 

‘Sec. 2. No alien actor shall, as 
such, be considered a ‘professional 
actor’ and ‘artist,’ or a ‘singer,’ 
within the meaning of the fifth pro- 
viso of section 3 of the Immigration 
Act of 1917 (U. S. C., title 8, sec. 
136 (h), second proviso, unless— 

‘(1) He is of distinguished merit 
and ability as an actor, and 

‘(2) His professional engage- 
ments within the United States are 
of a character requiring superior 
talent. 

‘Sec. 3. 





In the case of an alien 
actor coming for a temporary pe- 
ricd, who is exempted from the 
contract-labor provisions of the im- 
migration laws by the fifth proviso 
cf section 3 of the Immigration Act 
of 1917 as limited by section 2 of 
this act, his admission to the United 
States shall be under such condi- 
tions as may be by regulations pre- 
scribed by the Secretary of Labor 
(including where deemed necessary 
the giving of a bond with sufficient 
surety) to insure that at the termi- 
nation of his contract he will cepart 
vecumtnnny from the United States.’ 


Akron Union Men Plan 
April Co-operative Stock 


Akron, O., March 7. 
Encouraged by the success of the 


plan in Canton, stagehands and 
musicians who have been unem- 
ployed for more than a year, plan 
dramatic stock on a co-operative 
basis‘ here. Grand Opera House is 
mentioned as the location with 
opening planned for early in Apri 


still j om- 


Personnel of company 


plete, 


Co-operative stock has been run- 





ning at the Grand, Canton, for al- 
most five months, stagehands and 
musicians’ share ranging from $20 
to $50 a week. Some 23 men are 


| benefiting from the setup there. 
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Mors. Themselves 


Partly Responsible 


For Smart Crack Critics, Says Sirovich 








‘Iam not opposed to the freedom 


strongly 
ism,’ Congressman 
‘Variety.’ 


opposed to abusive critic- 


Sirovich told 


they have complained about to me. 


They reprint the smart remarks 
from criticisms and even put them 
in lights over theatres.’ Dr, 


Siro- | 
vich was in New York over the past 
weekend. 

‘But it is the managers who have |} 
repeadly told me that the metrcepol- 
itan critics were hurting show bus!l- 
ness,’ continued the Congressman. 
‘When I mentioned it to others on 
the Patents Committee, the opinion 
was that we should have the critics 
come before us so that we could 
find out if it were true. 

‘IT have been misquoted to such an 
extent that the reviewers have a} 
distorted idea of our intention. } 
Neither I nor my colleagues -had 
any idea of entering into a contro- 
versy with the critics. When they 
the ethical manner in which I 
shall present the situation to Con- 
gress, perhaps the contrast will in- 
dicate to what depths the so-called 
gentlemen of the press descended in 
writing wise cracks about me,’ The 
doctor intimated that some of, the 
things reaching the dailies might 
have been said by others on the 
Patents Committee. 

Regarding His Play 

‘The fact that a play written by 
me, presented nearly eight years ago 
and which was not liked by the re- 
viewers, did not impel me to at- 
tempt clarification of the charges 
against critics. We had and have 
no intent to pillory them. We just 
want to know from them what it is 
all about and whether the manage- 
rial charges are true. We asked 
the producers to come down to 
Washington, and the replies were 
that this manager and that had 
gone broke. Some blamed it on the 
critics, and have been saying that 
for years. 

‘Protection of an author’s work 
is the main object of the coming 
changes in the copyright act. With 
the object of fostering the cultural 
development of the country, we 
wish to protect authors and play- 
wrights as much as possible. There- 
fore it is planned to license a pub- 
lisher or manager to a certain spe- 
cific right to a written work. What- 
ever other rights there are, and 
those which should develop, should 
belong to the originator (author) 
or he should share in them fully. 

‘In protecting authors and there- 
by encouraging them, it seems to 
me that I am also furthering the 
theatre and therefore aiding the 
very critics who have chastised me, 
in prolonging their profession. And 
by the way, I think they should 
qualify to view shows just as men 
in other positions must qualify be- 
fore some representative body or 
board.’ 





see 


Sends Warning 

The Congressman last week sent 
warning to the critics that they 
should not defy Congress. This fol- 
lowed the refusal of thé reviewers 
to go to Washington and talk it 
over. Who was to pay the trans- 
portation and hotel expenses was 
not mentioned. It is arranged for 
Dr. Sirovich to review a play later 
this week, his comment to appear 
alongside that of the regular re- 
viewer of the ‘Graphic,’ Ed Sulli- 
van. 

In his first statements the Con- 
gressman was credited with saying 
only 10 theatres were open on 
Broadway. <A correction the next 


| 
; 
‘The managers themselves | 
are partly responsible for the things | 


| of 


+ 
+ 


of the press and speech, but I am| 


Colored ‘Day’ Due for 
S. F. Fortnight March 14 


Francisco, March 7. 
In a deal completed this week be- 


San 


tween Alex Pantages and Ralph 
Pincus the colored musical, ‘Lucky 
Day,’ opens at Erlanger’s Colum- 
bia March 14 for two weeks. Route 
is being laid out for future dates by 
Pincus. Pantages represented his 
| son, Rodney, who along’ with 
others owns ‘Day.’ 

Show was originally slated to 


come into the Curran here but deal 
fell through when musicians’ union 
demanded the usual house orches- 
tra in the pit, in addition to the 
traveling colored musickers. 





One Set Operetta 





Not within memory has an 
operetta with a single set been 
attempted in New York. The 
sticks know about one-setters, 
but it’s new for Broadway. 


Theatre Surplus and Non-Draw Stans 
Among Amusement Ills, Dillingham 


i 








for curtailment in expenditures. Deal between Walter 


Brooks and Irene Rich may be set 


MOUNT ADU STOCK TRE | irate into tne ionttng ete ot Deve. 
COLLAPSES IN ST. PAUL 


tion,’ play by Elliott Lester. Brooks 
St. Paul, March 7. 


will produce and direct, 
‘World's biggest stock house,’ Mu- 
nicipal Auditorium, has panned out 
a flop. 


pending 








Meagre production is in- || e 
volved in ‘Marching By,’ the Deal for Irene Rich 
Shubert office blaming it on “ 
the receivership, which calls | And Daughter in Show 
| 





week, placing the screen ac- 





Actress closed some vaude dates 
Saturday (5). Part of the set-up is 
for one of Miss Rich’s daughters to 
}also be in the show playing her 
daughter. 


Title of the play will be changed, 
having recently been used for a pic- 
ture. If rehearsals start too late 


Given a terriftic ballyhoo, with the 
city taking the first 30% for rent, 
and with a band of 25 members of | 





Piece will have a $2 top, lowest 
here in some time with exception 
Duffy’s $1.50 productions. 


YOUMANS’ REVUE IS 
ONLY FOR THE ROAD 


Vincent Youmans is casting a 
revue to be played only on the road. 
Composer-producer evidently feels 
this is the safest way to work off 
the debts on which he was recently 
granted a moratorium. 

Jack Osterman is one of the first 
to be engaged. Additional possi- 
bilities are Sophie Tucker and Joe 
Besser, of vaude. Show will open 
in Chicago, although no date has 
been set, and is not to come into 
New York. 

Youmans will salvage some of his 
‘Great Days’ and ‘Thru the Years’ 
music as the score for the new re- 
vue, ‘High Spots.’ He is readying it 
for a Chicago spring and summer 
run. 

Jack Osterman is set as m.c., with 
Youmans looking for a _ picture 
femme name to  ballyhoo. Ring 
Lardner, Eddie Prebble and New- 
man Levy are doing the sketches, 





‘Racketeer’ Resumes in 
Phila, Loses 3 Shows 


Philadelphia, March 7, 

The Forrest theatre (Shubert 
legit) was closed for three per- 
formances last week (Friday night, 
Saturday matinee and*night) due to 
another altercation with the local 
musicians union (No. 77). 
Musicians claimed that under 
agreement with Shubert organiza- 
tion six members of the orchestra 
at Keith’s theatre (rented last sea- 
son and this to picture companies) 
were to be taken care of either at 
the Forrest or Shubert theatre; 
their contention was that this 
agreement was broken in the case 
of ‘The Little Racketeer,’ last week's 
opening at the Forrest, when the 
Shuberts tried to oust three of the 
extra musicians. 

The argument was settled late 
Saturday, it being agreed by the 
union to arbitrate the two-year old 
agreement regarding ,the employ- 
ment of six musicians from the 
Keith orchestra. 

Shubert receivers took the stand 
that since the lease was disaffirmed 
on Keith's there should be no ob- 
ligation as regards the orchestra. 

‘The Little Racketeer’ will reopen 
at the Forrest theatre tonight (Mon- 
day) to play its final week. The 
controversy will not affect the im- 
minent eng: gement of George 
White's ‘Scand ils.’ 


PLAY ON MINERS 





day made it 25% of the total de- 
voted to legit shows. At the time 
©°9 houses had shows. There are 


about 60 all told on Broadway. As 
chairman of the Patents Committee 
the doctor asked producers to visit 
him in Washington. When none did 
se there was comment to the effect 
that the managers were too broke. 

What result the ‘campaign’ will 
have is uncertain but Dr. Siirovich 
is credited with supplying the col- 
umnists with welcome fresh mate- 


rial. That it was pie to the critics 
also was shown by the volume of 
come backs in type. In Washing- 
ton the situation was regarded iron- 
ically. 


The doctor promises to take the 
matter to the floor of the House of 
Representatives if the critics do not 
appear before him March i4. He 
said, ‘If they refuse to come, they 
won't be defying me or the Patents 
Committee, they will be defying 
Congress.’ 

Dr. Sirovich proposes to write a 








Story having to do with coal min- 
ing and the strike in Herrin, IIL, 
is on the boards for quick produc- 


tion. It’s a first play by Stanley 
Kimmel and is titled ‘Black Dia- 
mond.’ 


Ralph MacBane will produce. 





Marian Spitzer to Coast 
Marian Spitzer, handling publicity 
on ‘Blessed Event,’ will leave for 
the Coast March 15 to join her hus- 
band, Harlan Thompson. 
Latter is now out there for Co- 
| lumbia. 





clause in the 
that would 
and 


new copywright bill 
protect novelists, com- 
posers authors against the 
critics, 

As for his new play, called 
‘Chiselers,’ he hopes it will be pre- 
sented for the benefit of the ‘inter- 





Brooks may lay off the piece after a 
few weeks and bring it in next fall. 
Lester, a school teacher, wrote ‘Two 
Seconds,’ which was produced earlier 
season, 


the local musicians, union playing | 
on percentage, the venture folded 
when receipts,to the city were re- 
ported to have been insufficient to 
cover lights and janitor «service. 
Bene interests, owners of the house, = 
have taken on United Artists: pic- 


this 


tures, Sh b d J L & S | 
When the curtain dropped on u erts an > .- iM 
‘Madame X,’ first and last vehicle 


on the aud stage, players disbanded 
with no promise. of reconvening in 
fall. Mary Newton and Dillon 
Deasy, the leads, return to New 
York; Sidney Mansfield, stage man- | 
ager, Boston-bound; Eugene Shake- 
speare to visit in Duluth before go- 
ing east; Rees Taylor to Chicago; 
Florence Thompson, Dorothy Rich 


Chi Garrick Rent Tangle 


Chicago, March 7, 
Claiming that the Shuberts, oper- 
ating the Garrick theatre as the Au- 
tumn Theatre Co., are behind $2,500 
in rent and interest on the princi- 
pal of the total lease, the Garrick 





and Cora Defoe live in the Twin| Building Corp. is suing the Loop 
Cities. Operating Co. (Jones, Linick and 





Schaefer), which sublet the house 
to the Shuberts in 1927. 

Case involves a legal mixup in 
which the Garrick building owners 
are trying to protect their interests 
in case anything happens to the 
house, such as the Shuberts drop- 
ping it. Amount stipulated in the 
suit is $28,000, representing rental 
sum now due and including interest, 
at the rate of 7% per annum, of 
$6,250 from May to December, 1931. 


Hammond, Chastened by Dr. Sirovich, 
Makes the Gesture of Humility 


Leventhal’s Musical 

Musical, untitled, is being cast for 
quick production by Jules Leven- 
thal. Hap Ward office is lining up 
the troupe. 
Piece is a book show written by 
Vincent Valentini. Leventhal was 
due back Monday (7) from Canada, 
where he operates several thea- 
tres, 











Reprinted from Percy Hammond’s Sunday column in the New York 
‘HERALD TRIBUNE’ of March 6. 


By Percy Hammond 


The drama critics are disposed to sneer at the House of Representatives 
and its plan to investigate their destructive influence on the show 
business. But what will they do when, a week from tomorrow, they 
are arraigned before the Committee on Patents and required to defend 
themselves from Statesman Sirovich’s indictment of their crimes? 
Accustomed to pampering attentions from their supine victims of the 
Stage, they expect, no doubt, to find the assembled legislators polite if 
not obsequious. That, however, is not the practice of Congressmen on 
inquiry bent. They are as brutal in their methods as the critics are, and 
excel in the detested sport that owes its pleasures to another's pain. If 
a critic, therefore, misliking the committee’s performance, expresses his 
disapproval in the usual manner, he will probably be sent to jail, where 
in fetters and the dungeon’s dayless gloom, he may torment himself with 
his own contemptuous hoots and wisecracks, He will have no docile 
Shuberts, Bradys, Chanins, Ziegfelds or Carrolls to ‘yes’ him at this exhi- 
bition; but frowning champions of a betrayed art will be there, eager to 
swat him at the first sign of nonsense, 

The committee’s subpoena for the reviewers is alive with portents. It 
accuses them ‘of trampling on the rights of authors and dramatists; of 
bankrupting producers; of reckless, unbridled, harsh and unjust assaults 
on actors; of incompetence and ignorance; of preventing banks from 
lending money to impoverished managers; of rendering theatres idle 
and dormant: of reducing stagehands to starvation and destroying mil- 
lions of dollars worth of property.’ Let the boys take that prospectus 
into the back room and look it over! It may cause them to realize that 
they are now in the hands of gentlemen unafraid, and that it behooves 
them to bridle their sharp tongues and like the show whether it pleases 
them or not. 


I, for one, propose to be in the Capitol punctually at daybreak, March 
14, deferential and propitiatory. In my portmanteau I shall carry a list 
of the theatres I have closed, the managers I have ruined, the play- 
wrights I have frustrated, and the actors, musicians, stagehands, elec- 
tricians, carpenters, dressmakers, ticket brokers, wig venders and cos- 
meticians reduced to penury by my abuse. I shall confess that my cre- 
dentials as a critic are weakened by a past that includes reporting prize- 
fights, baseball games and a drama by Mr. Sirovich. If Congressmen 
Christgau, of Minnesota, and Swank, of Oklahoma, members of the com- 
mittee, ask me the date of Flagpole Kelly’s first performance, or if 
Macbeth’s insanity was real or feigned. I shall not try to disguise my 
ignorance with a pun or a supercilious yawn. And if they inquire which 
dramatist I consider the world’s worst I will be guided by the Japanese 
proverb which says, “It is better to lie a little than to be unhappy much.” 
My answer, therefore, will be “Not Mr. Sirovich.” 





The Sinaic Mr. Brisbane, commenting favorably on Mr. Sirovich’s cam- 
paign, says that critics, instead of posing as ‘bright little lads,’ should 
help the Theatre by offering constructive suggestions to managers, play- 
wrights and actors. That is, to teach them how to write, manage and act 
plays, ‘pointing out their defects kindly without wounding their feelings.’ 
The scribes might well take Mr. Brisbane’s advice to heart. All that is 
needed to put the scheme in operation is a manager, actor or playwright, 





lectual hyenas’ of the 


press. 


who will admit he has a defect. 


- 





Too many theatres, stars th 


at arg 
scarcely such at the box Office 
scarcity of material and loss of 


much of the lure of show busine 
constitute the major changes 
show business as viewed by Char 
Dillingham. 

Mr. Dillingham plunged into the 
show world 35 years ago. Therg 
were then about 35 theatres in the 
Broadway district. The manager's 
opinion is that things theatrical 
will not pick up again until a num. 
ber near this same amount is again 
attained by lessening the total of 
legit sites. 

The change that overstocked the 
seating capacity, at least insofar as 
Broadway is concerned, is .attribe 
uted by Dillingham to two fac. 
tors—outsiders who knew nothing 
of show biz and showmen who, 
While in the business, didn’t know 
enough: about it. Mr. Dillingham 
says it looks to him like these 
same showmen are paying heavily 
for their activities of a 
ago, 


Sg 
in 
‘leg 


few years 


Films and Radio Too 
But the situation is not limited 
to the legitimate, says Mr. Dilling- 
ham. While from the stage angle 
conditions have caused landlords to 
become producers to fill their 
houses, thereby swelling the num- 


ber of failures, pictures, too, he 
points out, know all about super- 
fluous theatres. Effect here, ace 


cording to the veteran theatre man, 
has been to force the major proe 
ducers to boost the number of pice 
tures they must produce annually 
when there isn’t enough material 
to go around. Result, as in legit, 
is money losses. 

Newer branch of show business, 
radio, also has felt the material 
searcity. Result, is too many poor 
programs and an_ overdose of 
crooners and moaners until the 
country’s ears send up a plea for 
mercy. The producer mentioned 
the radio crooner who fell into the 
Hudson from an excursion boat and 
when a.searchlight was thrown on 
him, drowned from taking bows. 

An important factor in the gene 
eral bettering of amusement cone 
ditions will only evolve when the 
basic costs and charges are radie 
cally changed. Labor and producé¢ 
tion outlays are far too high, 
thinks Mr. Dillingham. when 
brought to a more normal plane it 
will result in a beneficial straight- 
ening insofar as costs of production 
and admissions are concerned. 


Romance Is Gone 


Much of the romance that fore 
merly attracted newcomers to thé 
theatre has disappeared. One reae 
son, in the producer’s eyes, is ove? 
commercialization of the entire ine 
dustry. Thus many who could havé 
either financially helped producers, 
or become active themselves, havé 
foregone any thought of a stage 
fling. A cull of the records for 
the past few seasons is offered as 
proof. Another reason sighted is im 
the inefficient showmen aforemene 
tioned. 

Stars who were once the maine 
stays of plays, and a principal face 
tor in profits, have dwindled greate 
ly in number. Few players cam 
now tour and draw, states Dillinge 
ham. .A review of the last year or 
two will indicate how neutral has 
been the reaction of the Broadway 
box offices to stars. 

Things weren’t as bad as they 
were painted in show biz until this 
year. Now it’s a story that every- 
body knows, declares Dillingham, 
His summation is that there was 
the time when a show had to wait 
in line to secure a Broadway hous 
And today, when theatre owners 
can't fill their houses. 


Rehearsals Halted 


Rehearsals of ‘A Few Wild Oats? 
for the newly organized Forrest 
Productions, were suspended Ff 
Equity last week. Bond trouble. 

Rehearsals had started two weeks 
ago, Chauncey Keim staging. It was 
hoped that bond could be posted in 
time to allow rehearsals to continue 
early this week. ‘Oats,’ by Arthur? 
Hoerl, was first announced by 
George Staten, Forrest Productions 
then taking it over. 


WANT NEGRI AS LEAD 
Shuberts are reported trying to 
obtain Pola Negri for the lead 
‘The New Colony,’ by Luisi piran¢ 
dello. 
Adaptation for by 
Elizabeth Miele. 


the play 35 
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Sad igures for B way shows, |" es dar A In, 3 0) { > 
EF nl ut On ee 
me y 7) Gets a Good $20,000 ’ 3 
e ‘ e939 Boston, March 7. ‘ ° . ‘ 
George White’s ‘Scandals’ arrives e ’ 
ll ] S ae SIC at the Opera House tonight. At a enice aces 
3 $3 top in this large house and a 9 9 9 b] > 
week’s stay only, the town consid- 
ea: ers it an experiment for a revue of 
P , jn F Pi : | this type. z , od } 

Broadway is coasting until Easter) subscription production limited four| Last week ‘Barretts of Wimpole Chicago, March 7, | the latest lifeline. Marks the first 
hoping for better going, but both or five weeks; about $14,000, but! st.’ led the town Some attractions | Grosses. with one standout excep- Dramatic Leacue entry to co on 
federal and state income tax pay- mostly from Guild subscribers, did well and others fell by the way-|tion, took it on the nose last week the clipped-scale While still tere 
ments are pertinent factors. Par-| ‘Mourning Becomes Electra,’ Al- | side. | Municipal tax bills tossed enmasse | !ng& to subscriptioners. Around $7,000 
ticularly the latter because | of the {Vin (20th week) (D-1,327-$4). Re- Estimates for This Week j}into the laps of the citizenry joined last week. rae Hs. 
rate boost. Play list is being stead - moval here marked by balcony at- ‘Barretts of Wimpole Street,’ Shu- | Lent as the probable causes for the| PR tres po pad mcg My baker 
ily decreased by low grosses and |tendance boost: gross last week was| bert. Last and final week big, $27,- | debacle. Only attraction that came | (1 -fina wer kK a -1,365: $3. Even 
because new production has slowed | estimated better than $14,000. 000 ' }through the stanza with a purse] $18,500 regarded as disappoint- 

‘iN; ia ty th er s ab as ) y x, figuring number of perform- 
wn. <" Stree st} ’ ; worth crowing about was ‘Mourning | '26 perforn 
a ast week there was but one at- |, sat’ tae ay Mt ase F on lor] Everybody . Welcome,’ Majestic.| Recomes Electra, which clicked off} 4nces and early sellout of upper 

oe that played rt niues i © x -909-93).  Prese nted inde- | Third and final week, $15,000. | slicht] better than $18,000 for its floors. Erlanger office had hoped 
traction i : cee iat aad pendently (Group Theatre); written ‘Too Tr to Be Good,’ Col PSMENUY OL ™ , od (Pee bal or A 
capacity, ‘Of Thee I Sing. Phe | py Maxwell Anderson: ans | ws _ 7 ee, olonial. | third and final week at the Black-|for minimum of $25,000 for week's 
house (Music Box) is not large and| Weanesday (9) mersons opens | First week of a fortnight engage-| tone. Looks like a further decline| Stay. House went dark Saturday 
the demand is strong. Best money| ', sday (¢{ . . , | ment otf Shaw play brought good! for the legit trade during the cur- (5), perhaps for rest of the season. 
was drawn hb; ‘Face the Music,’ at | : Of Thee | Sing,’ Music 30x Qi1th a ge ‘ ; rent week, the graph not expected | Understood that Samual Insull, who 
$39,000, which is about $6,000 under | week) (M-1,000-$5.50). Compara- - me ‘itd Duck, Hollis. Blanche |to swerve in the upward direction | has. the auditorium under lease 
Nearest to the leaders is | tively limited capacity house factor urka’s stock, fair $6,000. until after Easter Sunday. j} until Oct. 1, has taken the attitude 


eapacity. 
Laigh Parade’ at $25,000; ‘Cat and 
Fiddle’ was off at $22,000, and ‘Vani- 
ties’ dove in moving from the Car- 
roll to the 44th Street, getting less 
than $17,000. 

4 new contender 
which opens at 


is ‘Hot 


Cha,’ 


(Tuesday). The advance sale 
topped $80,000, not including the 
agency advance money, which 
pushed the total over $140,000. 


First day the sale opened the take 
of $9,200 was claimed a record. 
Sad Figures 
Among the comedies and dramas 
there were scme sad figures. The 
leaders were somewhat affected, but 
big grosses remained. ‘Reunion in 


in capacity trade; no other musical 
selling out; over $30,000. 

‘Reunion in Vienna,’ 
week) (C-1,168-$3). 


Beck 
Except 


(7th 
early 


| last week comedy leader held pace: 


the Ziegfeld tonight | 


| (9th 


drop not material as indicated by a 
$22,000 gross. 


‘Riddle Me This,’ John Golden (3d 


week) (C-900-$3). Picked up; un- 
less a flash should do something: 
first full week went to $10.000. 


‘Springtime for Henry,’ Bijou (13th 
week) (F-605-$3). Under $7,000 but 
provides slight profit; will probably 
last into spring. 

‘The Animal Kingdom,’ Broadhurst 
week) (C-1,118-$3). tunning 
close second to ‘Vienna’ in non-mu- 
sical show standing; not far under 


| capacity at approximate $20,000. 


Vienna’ led at $22,000, with ‘Animal | 
Kingdom’ next at $20,000; next 
nearest was ‘Counsellor,’ $17,000, 


and ‘There’s Always Juliet,’ $13,000. 
The moderate money shows con- 
tinned to slip, while some of the 
newer flivs were rated as low as 


| played 


$1,500 og the week, with one down | 


to $750. 


ne or two of the new attractions | 


mev get moderate money, but none 
are indicated successes. 
‘Moon in the Yellow River’ is 


' week) 


rated at $14 000, but looks limited to | 


subscribers of the Guild; ‘Child 
Manhattan’ was panned, 
about $9,000 in seven times; ‘March- 
ine By,’ at the 46th Street, opened 
late in the week with slim chances; 
‘Park Avenue, Ltd.,’ opened Thurs- 
day ir. the Village and closed Satur- 
dav (5). 
First full 
This,’ at 
couraging 


week of ‘Riddle Me 
the Golden, was en- 
with an approximate 
$10,000. Two other new shows 
which got favorable notices are in 
the rough, ‘The Inside Story,’ about 
$5,000, and a bit more for ‘Trick for 
Trick.’ 

Additional closings last Saturday: 
‘Monkey,’ Mansfield; ‘Bride the Sun 


Shines On,’ Cohan; ‘They Don't 
Mean Any Harm,’ Hopkins, while 
‘Wild Waves’ stops at the Times 
Square on Thursday (10). Two 
shows are slated for next week, 


‘Wise Girl,’ probably at the C-aiety, 
and ‘A Few Wild Oats,’ Forrest. 

Illness has been noticed at many 
boxoffices. One of the comedy lead- 
ers averaged $100 in refunds last 
week, 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Black Tower,’ Ambassador (9th 
week) (CD-1,200-$3). Show on co- 
Operative basis; authors-managers 
dispute may shove it off; $4,000. 

‘Blessed Event,’ Longacre (5th 
week) (C-1,019-$3). Theatre parties 
will help show whose grosses are 
mild despite strong notices; $8,000 
to $9,000 last week. 

‘Cat and Fiddle,’ Globe (22d week) 
(M-1,416-$4.40). Trade at $22,000 
last week considered good at this 
time; should go into warm Weather. 

‘Child of Manhattan,’ Fulton (2d 
week) (C-913-$3). Reviewers not 
kind to this new comedy; brijliant 
first night but thereafter mild; first 
seven performances estimated at 
$9,000. 

‘Counsellor - at - Law,’ Plymouth 
(19th week) (C-1,042-$3). Popular 
comedy success has felt slump but 
Well out in front and still among 
leaders; last v * $17,000, 

‘Cynara,’ Shubert (19th week) 
(CD-1,395-$3). Under cut rato avive 
takings improved to over $10,000; 
Should make neat profit at that ievel 

‘Face the Music,’ New Amsterdam 
(4th week) (M-1,702-$5.50). New 
Musical came in during tough times; 
last week at £39,000 could have been 
better but topped all. 

‘Hay Fever,’ Avon (lith week) 
(C-830-$3). Another week and tours 
after Holy Week layoff; slipped 
back around $4,000. 

‘Hot Cha,’ Ziegfeld (1st week) (M- 
1,622-$5.50). Presented by Flo Zieg- 
feld and billed a Brown and Hen- 
derson musical comedy: advance 
sales unusually big; opens tonight 
(Tnesday), ; 


‘Left Bank,’ Little (23d week) (D- 


no ‘ 

939-$3), Due to road after two 
weeks; moderate money show 
4round $5,000 and less lately but 


Claimed out ec? red. 
*‘Marchina By.’ 461% St. (2d wee's) 
(M-1,413-$3). Opened late last week; 


indications 


are strongly against 
Stay, 
. ‘Monkey,’ Mansfield. Taken off | 
‘4st Saturday; title change to ‘In- | 


pector Kennedy’ did not help: tak- 


Es less than $2,000: house dark. 
Moon in Yellow River,’ Guild (2d 
eek) (CD-$14-$3). Looks like a 


of | 
getting | 


‘The Bride the Sun Shines On,’ 
Cohan. Closed last Saturday; 
10 weeks to mild business 
supported by cuts. 

‘The Devil Passes,’ Selwyn (10th 


week) (D-1,067-$3). Going to road 
in another two weeks; after good 
start went to cut rates; last week 
around $8,500. 


‘The Good Fairy,’ 
(C-946-$3). 


Miller (16th 
Slipped to $10,- 
600, but that is good these days; 
started better and _ still commands 
agency trade to profit. 


‘The Inside Story,’ National (3d 
week) (D-1,164-$3). Not sure of 
sticking; pace has not improved; 
around $5,000 for class production 


and excellent cast. 

‘The Laugh Parade,’ Imperial (18th 
week) (R-1,446-$4.40). This musica] 
has been off with the field, but drew 
about $25,000 weekly of late; that's 
plenty. 

‘There’s Always Juliet,’ 
(4th week) (C-1,099-$3). Doing all 
right; small cast romantic comedy 
from London rated close to $13,000 
last week. 

‘The Warrior Husband,’ Morosco 
(lst week) (C-893-$3). Presented in- 
dependently (Harry Mosses), writ- 
ten by Julien F. Thompson; opens 
Friday (11). 

‘Trick for Trick,’ Harris (4th 
week) (D-1,051-$3). Improved some- 
what steadily last week; gross of 
$5,500 surprisingly low for mystery 
show rated best in seasons. 

‘Vanities,’ 44th St. (29th week) 
(R-1,463-$3). Sudden moving here 
from Carroll last week accompanied 
by mild business; rated under $17,- 
000. 

‘Whistling in the Dark,’ Barry- 
more (8th week) (D-1,090-$3). May 
climb after Easter but like most 
others slipped plenty; last week 
about $8,000, 

‘Wild Waves,’ Times Square. Due 


Empire 


off Thursday, which completes 
three weeks for picture rights; tak- 
ings reported under $1,000 last 


week; liked by those who saw it. 
Other Attractions 
‘Night with Barrie,’ Playhouse: 
revival of ‘An Old Lady Shows Her 
Medals’ and ‘Alice Sit-by-the-Fire,’ 
with Laurette Taylor; opened Mon- 


day. 

‘The Round-Up,’ Majestic; re- 
vival at pop prices ($4); started 
Monday. 

‘They Don't Mean Anv Harm,’ 


| Hopkins; stopped last Saturday. 
| ‘Park Avenue, Ltd.’ Province- 
;town; closed in three days, 


$38,000 for ‘Hot Cha’ 
On 2d Pittsburgh Week 


Pittsburgh, March 7, 





boomed takings. Matinees biggest 
on record here, standees being five 
and six deep downstairs, in the 
baleony and even in gallery. 
Legit season here looks like its] 
about on its last legs now. Both 
| Nixon and Alvin currently dark and 
will be that way next week. Nixon 
reopens March 21 with Guild's ‘Too 
True to Be Good’ but hasnt a! 
thing definite aite1  & ! 
| having been cancelled. Alvin hasn't 
anything intil ‘I etts’ April 
followed by “rand Hotel If i 
25 weel easol t 1 h sj) j 
the shortes local legit session herve 


on reeord for one year. 


Second week of ‘Hot-Cha,’ was 
another sizzling session at Nixon 
for an estimated $38,000. Gives ‘he 
Ziegfeld show approximately $890,- 
000 on the fortnight engagement. 

Monday and Tuesday was a bit 
off, but announcement of Lupe 
Velez’ entrance into the cast | 


‘Happy Landing,’ Plymouth. Final 


ennett ‘Cyrano 
ops in L. A. as 
ampden s Enters 


March 7. 


houses gathered goose 


Los Angeles, 


Legit eggs 


for their trouble last week. Biggest 
surprise was the flop of Richard 
Bennett in ‘Cyrano,’ which didn't 
break $7,000 on its initial week. 
Opening night, usually a _ picture 
audience, played to a half empty 


house. 

Fate of the Bennett ‘Cyrano’ has 
the Erlanger crowd worried about 
Walter Hampden, who opens tonight 
(Monday) at the Biltmore in a rival 
production of the same piece. Ad- 
vance for Hampden was weak and 
indicated that the New York pro- 
duction at $3 was less wanted than 


week $5,000. 
‘Social Register,’ Tremont. Opens/| 
this evening. 


musical|that the house, while he’s paying 
mak-jthe bills, will not light up again 


dramas and one 
bunch last week, 


Three 
unfolded ina 


' 


ing it a record number of openings| Unless guaranteed against loss. 
over a five-day spasm this season. ‘Death Takes a Holiday,’ Play- 
| Of the quartet two, the Maude | house (Ist week) (D-603; $3). Came 
|} Adams version of ‘Merchant of|!n on cut-rate from scratch Thurs- 
| Venice’ and Frank O'Connor's re-|day and got a good $2,700 for first 
| vival of ‘The Sandy Hooker,’ | four performances, Appears oke 
lscrammed Saturday night (5). Crit- | for a moderate run, 

|ics waxed poignantly reminiscent ‘Mourning Becomes Electra,’ 
|}over Miss Adams’ return and gave| Blackstone (8d-final week) (D-1,- 
lithe production an unqualified rave,| 299; $4). Piled up over $18,000 on 
i but the date at the Studebaker re-| last six performances, easily mak- 
| solved itself into a none too flatter-|ing up for the first week's loss. 
ling $18,500 for nine performances.| Left Saturday (5) for Cleveland. 
|Fred Stone’s ‘Smiling Faces’ drew|House dark indef with another 


|Guild play expected toward end of 
the month. 
‘Sandy Hooker,’ 


mixed notices, with all laying stress 
on the show's dull dialog. Tolled 
off $17,500 for the initial spasm and 


Cort (1st-fipal 


decided to call it a Chicago run at| week) (C-1,984; $2.50). Summed up 
the end of the present week. The]as just another mistake. Hadn't a 
Thursday (10) unveiler, George| chance from the opening. Netted 
Wintz’ production of ‘Death Takes | $1,400. Cast returned to New York. 
a Holiday’ has a good chance of | House obviously in for another long 


sticking around a while. dark spell. 





‘Sandy Hooker’ proved ill fated ‘Smiling Faces,’ Grand (ist week) 
from the opening Sunday night.| (M-1,360; $3). Gently treated by the 
Even with a spurt uncorked toward |] reviewers for the most part, 
the end of the week, show didn’t|Counted $17,000 for the _ initial 

stanza, Calls it a run at the end 


come within $1,400 on the nine per- | 
formances. Entire company had| 
come in from Detroit on a strictly | 
percentage deal. With the fold-up 
Saturday the company got transpor- 
tation back to New York, also a 
little ‘expense’ monev. 

Tuxedo faction among the first 
nighters and the critical lads passed 
up the Stone extravaganza for Miss 


of the present session (12) with De- 


troit the next stop. 
- 





ONLY 2 





the local at $2.50. 

Rialto now admits that it was a 
foolish move for the Belasco and 
Curran combo to day-and-date their 


production with Hampden’s. Both 
productions are in for two weeks} 
and overlap on the current seven | 


days. 
Leo Carrillo in ‘Gypsy Jim’ at the 
El Capitan failed to draw any bet- 


‘The Enemy’ struggles on at the 
Orange Grove at $400 for the fifth 
week. 

‘Sons o’ Guns,’ first offering of the 


in the concert field, opened fairly 
at the Carthay Circle. 
this former two-a-day picture house 
has had. Company intends to pro- 
duce a 
comedies and light operas. 
‘Springtime for Henry,’ with E. E. 


‘The Enemy,’ Orange Grove (5th 
week) (D-800-$1). A wake at $400 
for the week. 

‘Springtime for Henry,’ Hollywood 
Playhouse (lst week) (C-1,152-$2) 
Started strong, taking $1,600 for 
the first performance. Excellent 





2 Frisco Shows Sum 


$39,000 Between Them 





Suan Francisco, March 7 
Three shows on the boards and 
ltwo of them smashes, ‘Grand Hotel 
is pulling excellent business to the 
pote and looks set for a neat run 
| Pap s gave the show rave notice 
|and an approximate $16,000 gros 
i pip 
} Second and last 6 of ‘Craz 
}@Q lit heh up = wel] as tne f - 
pf t ” { T qi ‘ ‘ ‘ 
~ + T j i - 
laan ‘ 
} Corn (> ~ ever 
| f \ his {J 
} oe { I p ! 
t mut n i j 
$ ‘ oO { offeri 
} t iT ] opens at tne (ul 


| Faces’ was ’way off and the musi- 





Municipalities Opera Co., heretofore | 


- ere - 
First musica] |/@p at 


regular season of musical | 





|off still gave 


+j 1S 
notices, | 
| 


Adams. Opening night at ‘Smiling 


SHOWS, AND 
B. 0. WEAK 


—-— 


cal didn’t start to show any sub- 
stantial pull until after midwec‘. 
Came in without setting a limit for 
the stay, but the early business con- 
vinced the management that it 
would be more profitable to accept a 
week-beginning-March-14 date in 
Detroit on a guarantee than chance 


ter than average business with |@ yet week here. : — Philadelphia, Pa., March 7, 
$4,600 for the opening week. Car- aittle progress made at the Ill- , or Pp 
rillo is the mortgage lifter at this|nois with ‘Band Wagon. Monday wate sum Rane teak wae Gane 
house, but looks as if he won't do jand Tuesday nights were bet — continued to be deplorable. 
anything on this unknown play. Upward surge that started with| “«¢ Booth Had Missed,’ at. the 





| Thursday managed to corral around Chestnut, picked up about $1,000 


28.00 ig er ances. Not} 
femme on eight performan t to reach the $9,000 mark, but that 
snough. : ‘ g 4 ? 
| was effecte eroic e atic 
‘Counsellor-at-Law’ shows no wants er ~a 8, pl i 
signs of building, but is sticking - : oe sing : gee 


‘Little Racketeer,’ which was 
closed a couple of days due to a 
new musicians’ union strike, got a 
pale $6,000 in five performances. 
An agreement between Shubert 
heads and those of the musicians’ 
organization was reached late Sat- 
urday and show reopens tonight 


lalong just the same. In its fourth 
the Selwyn the Elmer Rice 
|legal whirligig slid off to a near 
| $10,000. Cast in midweek were 
handed a cut with the proviso their 
salaries go back to contract figure 
| when the gross edges over 10 gra nd, 
|'To stimulate the balcony sales, the 








. ste “2 c > > ~ ay). tevie ors’ i Ss er 
eae ret eg se - yrs pope |house last Monday let the shelf et Ho 'y) evVEEWOES Hoos Wore 
ywoos ay se § ay tek cum mek Oe ee meee peg Re | mixed. 
sellout. House has been closed four pete ly aiatues Minke® Oe feed The future holds some more hope 
nia lew le ° a: av nm . $ Sy rea t x . George ‘hite is 
weeks while Horton hunted a play a sellout but the stunt failed od foe agg Ae ng Pach Sn 
which looked like money, jack up the region’s come-on the| &1ng _ = ee 

Estimates for Last Week rest of the week Idea is being re- ently booked, to the Metropolitan 
‘ ain + mack?) | aeated tontaha (7) epera house for week of 14th. At 
‘Gypsy Jim, Ee Sapam <tek week? |e ‘Cl occ tate Soldier’ on its five-| the same time ‘Bridal Wise,’ com- 
(CD-1,571-$1.50). Just about even re ie dhi . Eris an ‘ i i ant edy try out with Madge Kennedy, 
on $4,600. In for three weeks. erage at i Bo othe r ‘Clip here is set for the Garrick also for one 
- 9 aR : 1e chin with ne others. Y ere amie > ie -- a — 
Cyrene de Bergores, Belasco (1st | was $1,560, making it around $11,500 | reek only. hat meiee Cares Beek 
yp on eatt ; wy : failed to | for the week, Figuring on gee tioned date for Katharine Cornell's 
a jout Apri: 19. Similar -etback €X-| \porretts of Wimpole Street,’ at the 
ow ay ee ire] |perienced at the Adelphi with ‘As| eric D ss . 
‘Sons o’ Guns,’ Carthay Circle|}zyshands Go.’ cutting the gross | ‘ger te 
(opened Friday) (M-1,500-$2). Mild | here down to $7,500. Latter com- | er ggen gar siet "bat a -" hea 
opening, with about $2,000 for the ;edy blows at the end of the current Monsey George M pene S ‘Con 
~ open | mate - Sonae . °o Sar ‘ yo ays ’ 4 avi. he § ° 
first three days. |week. Nothing due to premier this! pacntial Serviee,’ is booked for the 


week. 
Estimates for Last Week | 
‘As Husbands Go,’ Adelphi (7th 
week) (C-806; $3). Last week's sluff- | 
this one a nice $7,500. 
| Slated to leave for Buffalo this Sat- ay : : 
urday night (12), with ‘Zombie’ 
coming in to replace. Burlesque Tops Stock 


‘Band Wagon,’ Illinots (2d week) | 


Broad and the Mask and Wig club 
opens its annual engagement at the 
Garrick. Current show is ‘Ruff 
Neck.’ ‘Grand Hotel’ is the only 
other definite spring booking. 


Minneapolis, March 7. 


(R-1,355: $4.40). Strong recovery | 
expected failed to materialize.| ‘Church Mouse’ proved a poor 
Opened the week badls but from icard for the fainbridge stock at 
Wednesday on pace was strong ithe Shubert, grossing only around 
stan P of sate, " . 
enough to roll up APProximMNarely | ¢9 900 Jast week. Current offering 
$28,000. Current ana closine week ours on ’ 
: $2 is ‘Vinegar Tree. 
figured for big boost. Vera Marsh ae th ti 1 of Car 
: . : : ’arisier v 1e aid o are 
replaced Adele Astaire in the cast ape rge Ancona — 
quietly last night (6). Revue’s next men, guest dancer, and a wrestling 
stand, Cincinnati. match, drew nearly $3,560 for the 
| ‘Chocolate Soldier,” Eriangs (Sth !|burlesque stock company at the 
week) (O-1.319:° $3). [Li } to ¢ é oka 
around $12,060 but still profita.l William Gillette is at the Metro- 
t the figure 7 te quit 4 Eee ! Te tan fo f ’ } In = erlo 
H es 
‘Counsellor-at-Law,’ Selwyn (¢4t 
) (CD . Shid GILLETTE'S $6,900 
: , Seattle, March 7, 
ute eld ‘ ; 
\4 g i ‘ ] e northwes \\ - 
t ( ette in ‘Sherlock Ho M 
é t e} t VPetre politan, gro ia 
( (a i ‘ $f 0 in four performances, 
rhs ‘ ‘ t 4 T ? 4 : ‘ ‘, : . - ~ 
DP - — Gillette plays one nigi tands 
. ? ‘ a? . 
: , n Spokane, butte, Helena, Farzo, 
‘Experience Unnecessary.” "flarri , : - ; . 
; ’ 1. 29) ‘ , Duluth, then four nights in Min- 
ding along with half-rate. tickets neapolis and also St. Paul. ? 
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Plays on 


Broadway 








ever noted on Broadway. One rea- 
son is the show was put on after 
the Shuberts went into receivership 
and production outlay was kept 
down to a minimum. Prolog has 
little more than a drop, out of the 





° ‘Yellow River’ Since that storehouse. 
ild of Manhattan {lin act ‘Yellow River.’ Since that/ "ne is the , of a hotei in 
took in territory which the Guila| Scene is the lobby rd *3 ae 
Comedy in three acts. Presented at the/ overlooked, it was forthwith ac- | %0?'® Austrian vay te two Z" mn 
~ r Po = “ ; ore é ¢ . es ( em: a 
oo vege Bh oat oe b edrawape icepted. The author, Dennis Johns- en aay ANC 7 hte ee m stor bie 
» reste ‘ »s stagec ye - : Austrians abs . s ' 
5 MP yn ges; ag y € ton, is a Dublin lawyer who states mt ri = - pr ; - ] oy i¢ Ps 
4 ay. ° o> 1ey é “e SO, Tr 4 Ag } 
Sophie Vanderxill........ Helen Strickland} he hasn't done much playwrighting,| hey asre 5S ‘wT Ba 
pe Serer ...Joseph H. Roeder| but has been more inclined to be on} . . hs —s 
Otto Paul Vanderkill........ Reginald Owen | the production end—over there. His | just back Trom the enemy's line 
Spyrene Oc cecescesccecece Ralph Sanford wife Shelah Richards is of the | is left behind disguised as a waitet 
} ee Perea yy ee Charles Cromer | Bn ‘ en " : | ; is pe . eT jf ’ 
gaat reson: Keay Keet| Abey ‘company FR eg Rally 
Madeleine McGonegal........ Dorothy Hall} The title is taken from an Ezra | the oe R y yroernct aaa « Ol 
Gertie. ......ceeecees see ceecrece Mitzi Miller} Pound epitaph: ‘And Li Po also} the notel. olone etro! ol tine 
Buddy MeGe aaakee as yaiph | died drunk. He tried to embrace aj itussian detachment goes for the 
Sud cGonegal. .......d acks alliday . > - ia sen | fair : she “ate sa retur 
a , acd aennt “ a2 — Odell moon in the Yellow Rivet Darrell | tal Anna. She pretends a re curs 
Lucinda, Limited. ........- Franz Bendsten| Blake, the play’s hero, if he be that, | @ffection, but aids in securing mili 
Lucy MeCGonegal ...-Harriet Russell!too dies drunk, shot by the com- | tary a ets from a Russian sp) i 
Doctor - Alexander Pan er {mandant of an Irish Free State! Petroff takes the envelop contain- | 
Charles -eeees Alexander Campbell j because Blake was a rebel! ing the information and burns ii 
Panama C. Kelly .. Douglas Dumbrille | S2rrison, because Blake was a re bel S 


of Manhattan’ started out 
crisply before a premiere crowd 
seemingly in a show-me mood. It 
tapered a bit in the second act, and 
definitely weakened in the t d. 
Fairly good entertainment is diffi- 
cult to put across on Broadway 
these days, and thus the show's 
chances are doubtful. But as a pic- 
ture it is a natural which should 
more than wipe out any red the en- 
gagement may have. 

The production is the initial effort 


‘Child 


of Peggy Fears (Mrs. A. C. Blumen- | 


of the stage, who, 
has her own 
It is smartly 


thal), 
according to 
money in the 


formerl) 
reports, 
show. 


presented and its many scenes are}! . ' 
‘Child’ has other | loved re-lives in the maturing lass 


smoothly changed. 
advantages, not the least being the 
acting. Whether the story will prove 
believable is a question. However, 
the leading character is based on a} 
dance hall girl who is in the cast 
doing a bit. 

To satisfy his fabulously 
aunt that a dance hall place on one 
of the estate’s properties is not as 
bad as she thinks, Paul Vanderkill, 
polished, wealthy and middle-aged 
cosmopolitanite, enters the hoofing 
joint. Though he has children 
nearly mature, he falls quickly and 
violently in love with Madeleine 
Mc‘tionegal, an illiterate but beguil- 
ing hostess living in ‘Greenpernt.’ 

Madeleine doesn't understand the 
Vanderhill language and figures he 
won't do her ‘no good,’ but she likes |; 
his manner and when he slips a} 
$1,000 note in her stocking she ‘in- 
derstands. 

To become his mistress is not dif- 
ficult, since she likes him. Then 
Madeleine is to have a baby. At 

*aul’s insistance they marry. Second 
act finale is a hospital room, where 
Madeleine is told her baby is dead. 
Madeleine decides to divorce Paul, 
and goes to Mexico. A westerner rich 
in ‘erl’ sails back on the same boat, 
but cannot make the grade for the 
girl still is for Paul and ultimately 
stays on in the penthouse, though 
re using to remarry him. 

Play brings out one of the best 
performances of the season in Dor- 
ot’ y Hall. A season ago Miss Hall 
indicated her ability in ‘Greeks Had 
a Word for It.’ The type of Made- 
leine is entirely new for her, but she 
& es it a sincerity and plausibility 
which is charming. There's a tear 
for the women here and there and 
that may figure in the play’s chances 
more than its other elements. 

Opposite Miss Hall is the excel- 
lent British player, Reginald Owen. 
He looks the part and foils for Miss 
Hall splendidly. Even though some 
may doubt his type of man becom- 
ing involved in such an affair, there 
is no juestion of the polish he gives 
the play. Jessie Ralph, as a dialect 
wardrobe mistress, has many of the 
comedy lines, and went into high 
in the second act. Other important 
and valuable cast contributors are 


rich | 


j 





the invaders, Lieutenant 


and threatened treuble to the power] On her word it contains old love | 


——_, 


Plays Out of Town 





Too True to Be Good 


3oston, March 7. 
three-act play by George Bernard Shaw 
presented for the first time on any 
at the Colonial theatre by 
Guild; directed by Leelie Banks; settings by 
Jonel Jorgulesco. 





The 


i play 


most amusing part of 


comes in trying to 
have 
manuscript in the Theatre Guild of- 
had 
inybody but George 

It is Shaw 


j} what would 


happened to 


ifices if it been submitted by 


Bernard Shaw. 
at his best or worst, 
|}accoraing to now you like your 
Shaw. To the average playgoer, 
and even to most of the Guild sub- 
scribers, it will be ‘iresome. As far 
as its being a play is concerned, 
Shaw frankly gives up the battle 
after the first short act by saying 
to the audience, ‘The play is vir- 





plant, built and managed by the| letters. When the truth comes out 
efficient, normal! Herr Tausch. he gets rough with Anna, striking 
| It may indicate the play is highly} her down and ordering Almasy 
| dramatic, but it isn't. First act's} Shot. The Lieutenant escapes and 
| talkiness was not greatly overcomej then the Austrians recapture the 
{in the second when the sudden/| town. 

| shooting is the highlight of the play. Show is heavy with male ensem- 
| There are flashes of comedy that] bles, group perhaps numbering 80 
| promise there is a good play to be! as soldiers. Men are used for cho- 
| written along similar lines. rusing to Leonard Ceeley’s bariton- | 
| The author indicates that some of | ing. Latter is the Russian leads 
ithe leading characters are nuts;{|and tops the intended tenor lead, | 
| also that plenty of residents in Ire-{Guy Robertson, who does Almasy. | 
| land are that way Dobelle, in | Robertson's assignment evidently | 
whose house the play is scened, is| was chopped down, while Ceeley | 
| daffy, the excuse being that his wife} had the stage center most of the 
|} died in giving birth to his daughter,| show. Desiree Tabor as Anna is a 
land he takes it out on the kid—] pretty girl with a voice, but with 
funtil at the end he realizes his be-| inanimate facial expression. 


The people of the play are against 
the Free State because complete 
freedom from the British crown has 
not come. At heart they are rebels. 
Blake plans the destruction of the 
power plant. That it furnishes ir- 
rigation to arid lands means noth- 
ing. Tausch is a foreigner, and 
aliens have no place in this portion 
of Ireland, nor has the machine age. 

The man Dobelle, once a noted ex- 
pert on railroad construction, has 
become something of a recluse, re- 
siding with a spinster sister Co- 
lumba and the girl Blanaid. His 
philosophy prefers evil to right. 

The author's idea seems to be that 


his own people are trying for the 
impossible, like the Chinaman who 
tried to embrace the moon in the 
Yellow river, but the whole is con- 
fusing. Its serious purpose may 


have registered better in the native 
heath. As for the comedy, it comes 
mostly from Columba. The old girl 
is so careful that she hides her 
bicycle in her bedroom, and the bit 
about the roller skates brought the 
show’s best laugh. Sut the play's 
intent is more towards the serious. 
A good cast tried its best. Claude 
Rains has to be the wanderins Do- 
belle. Second time this season he} 
pleys an eccentric for tue Uuiid, the 


first being the Napoleonic elevator 
man in ‘He.’ Rains will get his 
chance yet. Josephine Williams 


added somewhat in lighter moments 
as the maid, the real boss of the 
house. Alma Kruger is the curious 
Columba who had one love, frus- 
trated through her sweetheart’s 
death, 

Henry Hull is the restless Blake, 
who hates order and the Free State, 
and who gets himself shot by Wil- 
liam Harrigan, the commandant. 
John Daly Murphy plays an ancient 
mariner. There wes no mistaking 
the brogue of Barry Macollum, for 
it is as broad as it was in ‘John 
Ferguson,’ and again he is a half 
wit. Egon Brecher is the German, 
most human of the men. 

‘Yellow River’ could liave been a 
lot better. Ibee. 


Marching By 


Musical comedy in two acts presented at 











For the lighter moments in a too 
heavy book, there are Solly Ward 
and Ethel Norris. Ward has the 


only dialect in the foreign atmos- 
phere and he dces a good job of ii 
without special opportunity. There 
is one good laugh, It is based on 
the story of the tough guy who en- 
ters a cafe and is very tough in! 
ordering a steak, with Ward as the 
waiter asking if he wants those 
special potatoes, also tough. 

Miss Norris is the cutest thing 
in the show but her vivacity was 
rather wasted, getting negative as- 
sistance from Donald Burr, the ju- 
venile. ‘I Gotta Keep My Eye On 
You’ sounded best. ‘Marching By' 
is the theme song and best contri- 
bution by Miss Tabor and Robert- 


son, Best liked male ensemble 
number was ‘Light Up’ led by 
Ceeley. 

Some of the stagers of forme: 
Shubert winners aided in putting 
on ‘Marching By,’ but apparently 
they had little to work with 

lbee. 


Park Avenue, Ltd. 


Comedy in three acts, written and pre- 
sented at the Provincetown Playhouse 
March 3 by Deborah Beirne; staged by 
Howard Southgate. 

Jenny Lewis,........cceessesees er Moroco 

DNGE: -64405040046%4 000 on veecvees Dina Lanzi 
Poter Sawlesbury. .ccccccccsess Hugh Banks 
Se Me £6 6s od dbeeadbactens Robert Allen 
no -Kirk Brown, Jr. 
Betty Bradley.......++++....-Mildred Baker 
Perry Bradiey...............Gomion Nelson 
Mrs. Bradiey..........e..---Laura Alberta 
op fe > eer tay Rawlings 
TRO. DOC. . cccsccoccccescces eter Martin 
| eee eecceseesss Wells Richardson 


CAREY. cose scceces ...George Wilhelm 


se eeee 





The title is rather deceptive, for 
‘Park Avenue, Ltd.,’ is anything but 
smart. It is amateur in nearly all 
ways and will pass out in its Mac- 
Dougall street hideaway. ‘ 

Deborah Bierne, who wrote and 
produced the play, hasn't spent 
much money upon it. There are two 
scenes representing a Tenth avenue 
flat and the drinking room of what 


is meant to be a fashionable Park 





avenue home. Even were the 
changes made with a _ revolving 


\ stage, the resuit would be the same. 





|} Seated 


| senting disease. 


| ride, 


tually over, but the players will dis- 


| cuss it for two more acts.’ 


The first act opens hopefully. 
in an armchair in a bedroom 


is a fantastic character, a bloated 


stage 
the Theatre 


this | 
imagine 
the 





| 





|} applause 


bacillus, a moaning creature repre- | 


In the bed is Hope 
Williams, a sick girl. The nurse is 
an ex-chambermaid, and through 
the window comes a former clergy- 
man who has turned burglar be- 
‘“ause of the poor wages paid in the 
ministry. They try to steal a $50,000 
pear! necklace, the patient gets out 
of bed, kicks the burglar uncon- 
scious, then beats up the nurse, af- 


ter which she goes peacefully to} 
sleep. When she awakens, the bur- 
glar and the nurse induce her to 


help them steal her own pearls and 
freedom with them in search 
of romance. The sick microbe in 
the meantime sheds his bloated 
makeup, crawls into bed with the 
patient, and the curtain announces 
for Shaw that the play is over and 
that the next two acts will be noth- 


seek 


ing but talk. And he is right. For 
once Shaw was not kidding his 
audience. 

In the remaining two acts Shaw 


takes many topics on a long sleigh 
including the League of Na- 
tions, war, love, religion, sex, 
atheism and all the rest of the topics 
that Shaw loves to tilt at. His art 
of never letting you know just 
where his satire ends runs riot in 
these last two loquacious acts. 
Shaw's stuff frequently reads better 
than it plays, but some parts of ‘Too 
True to Be Good’ shape up as 
though they would be tough going 
in both script and the spoken word. 

Nobody can accuse the Theatre 
Guild of not trying to give it every 
chance, and both Hope Williams and 
Beatrice Lillie have done their ut- 
most in two hopeless roles. 

Libbey. 


Cyrano de Bergerac 
(RICHARD BENNETT) 
Los Angeles, March 1. 


Belasco-Curran revival of Edmund Ros- 
tand’s romantic comedy in four acts (five 


sets). Staged by William Keighle. Cast 
of 838 headed by Richard Bennett, Kay 
Johnson, Albert Gran, William B. Farrell, 


Craufurd Kent, John Alexander, Kernan 
Cripps, David Young, Alma Powell. At 
Belasco, Los Angeles, opening Feb. 29. 


Qualifying as the outstanding ab- 


two rival productions of ‘Cyrano de 
Bergerac’ 


in a burg like L. A. Such 








| general flow of the narrati 


stage noises or the distra: 
mass movement upon the 
rostrum, the fact is unde 
the spectator muffs a lot. 


tions of 
limited 
niable that 
True, the 


; ve can b 
followed easily enough; yet thea 


lines lost into space constitute an 
unabated annoyance throughout. 
sennett played Cyrano with relish 
and an appropriate appreciation of 
its implications. It still remains an 


actor’s opportunity rathe than a 
dramatic epic, and save for the ap- 
peal to the Thespian it's doubtful 


if Cyrano would 


still be on the 
boards. Hampden makes an adver. 
tising point of using the copy- 
righted Brian Hooker adaptation 
That, from memory, seems but a 
minor factor and what differences 
exist do not strike recollection. 
Kay Johnson, another — studio 


name, brought a handsome appear- 
ance and ladylike unction to Rox. 
anne. Albert Gran was so-so in the 
only other role given program bill- 
ing. William B. Farrell as the 
bashful lover and Craufurd Kent as 
the heavy were very good. 

Bright and tasteful settings drew 
deservedly. Iintire pro- 
duction expertly and tastefully done. 


san 


Death Takes a Holiday 
(Revival) 
Chicago, March 5, 

A phantasy in three acts and one set by 
Walter bkerris from the Italian by Alberto 
Casella, presented by George KE. Wintz at 
theo Playhouse, Chicago, on March 3, 
Staged by Edwin Vail 

George Wintz keeps on the hop, 
zodd seasons and bad. No sooner 
had he taken the Billy Bryant 


Showboat’ troupe to New York and 


folded it, he immediately grabbed 
this script and sent it in’, imme- 
diate rehearsal. Sent the entire 


show in here and opened it cold at 
the tiny Michigan Boulevard Play- 
house, and early indications are for 
slow and comfortable profits. At 
two-for-ones at the 600-seat house 
doesn't total much in the end, but 
figured at a small overhead, a steady 
patronage will keep evervbody com- 
fortably salaried. 

House itself has built up some- 
thing of a trade for mystery plays, 
the theatre having gone along most 
of the last three or four years with 
small-cast, one-set thrillers. Spot- 
ted elsewhere these shows would 
have starved, but the peculiar situ- 
ation of this theatre allows a pro- 
duction to go along with its head 
above water at low grosses. 

Evidence that many in the audi- 
ence at this show came expecting to 
see a thriller. This wes indicated by 
the general chorus of ‘oooos’ when 
Veath makes his i.rst appearance 
under a green spot. This vocal 
shiver is repeated throughout the 
running of the show whenever the 
guy playing the reaper drew his 
green spots, drew his shroud around 
him significantly or stalked off the 
stage to carry out his eternal plans, 

Show itself was produced in this 
town about two years ago under the 
Shubert’s Dramatic League banner 


at the out-of-the-way Princess, 
with Philip Merivale plaving the 


vacationing life-slicer. 

Current company was a bit stiff 
as the show got started, but the two 
leads, Don Burroughs and Anne 
lorrest, who held the greatest 
burden of the show, managed to 


|; push the acts through successfully 
surdity of 1931-32 is the spectacle of | 


overlapping engagements | 
is the | 
amusing situation brought about by | 





for this non-loop audience. Gold. 





Gypsy Jim 


Hollywood, Feb. 29. 

Allegorical comedy in three acts by Oscar 
Hammerstein and Milton Herbert Gropper. 
Revived by ITienry Duffy at El Capitan, 
Hollywood, starring Leo Carrillo. Staged 
by Edwin Curtis. Cast includes Helen 
Kleeb, Richard Carlye, Marion Clayton, 
Kenneth Gamet, James Bagel, Gale Gor- 
Jon, Ara Haswell, Mitchell Harris, Gavin 
Gordon, Lola Mass, Donal Campbell 
Opened Feb. 28. $1.50 top. 


Leo Carrillo's performance offsets 
the dated, old-fashioned script that 
smacks and smells of 1907. It’s a 
plotty old piece but perhaps several 
shades superior to most plays of its 
vintage. It’s deprived somewhat of 
plausibility from the fact that gyP- 
sies are now little known to most 
Americans and the cavalcades of 
an earlier generation are never seen. 
What gypsies are still about run to 
an unsoaped and unsavory charla- 
tanism hiding behind phrenology 
charts in empty shops. 

Of course in the end, in best cine- 
matie tradition, the gypsy proves 
not to be one at all, He’s merely @ 
handsome, eccentric r illionaire. In 
the indubitable hope of landing @ 


| studio offer the script retrieved from 


‘ se eg ; : After 11 o'clock when the second} Paigc » 2 y . 
talph Sanford, Maude Odell, Franz | (hanin’s 46th Street Feb. 3 by the Shuberts 10: was done, not a few started ee, ee See te ee 
Bendsten and Dousias Dumbrilie (Noclin Corporation, proprietor); adapted + or 9 ‘ tichard Bennett revel in the juicy 

nds 8 . by Harry Clarke and Harry B. Smith from; Walking down the alley and never|acting role of the long-beaked 
For the gown shop mannequins | original of Ernst Neubach; score by Jean’ same back. swashbuckler By a coincidence 
there are real debs, the names of | Gilbert, Gordon and Revel; book staged by | T) authoress i ‘lderly w P 5 ’ : o 
Jaqueline Winston and Joan Hamil- | J: C- Huffman; dances by Allan K. Foster.| + © @Uthoress 18 an elderly woman | ‘The Admirable Crichton’ expired of 
tom anpearins en the —. rae Guy Robertson, Solly Ward, Leonard Cee-| writer who has been contributing to|}aenemia in mid-season, releasing 
on appez & ¢ prog . ley, Desiree Tabor and Ethel Norris fea-; magazines, specializing on inter- | Walter Hampden, who also loves to 
Show has multiple scenes and | tured. | views Her idea of drama brings} play Cyrano, and the special coast 
r¢ 0 s ro acts - | Captain Von Zedlitz........ John J. Walsh) | * ot change aoe _* ; -# . : pe 
a Smee oe pa gt Loeut. Kaufman veecceeeses+ Walter Meek | together a young promoter from the | production met the warehouse-ex- 
lines. It’s the final tanee which | Wfeut. Donnheim ............ Walter Nagle! west side tenements and a deb with|humed Hampden version head-on 
Ps. s ine sti } Captain Bauer....... ++++-Charles Christie money. He has been living with an|in Los Angeles. 
slows down and hurts. It will never- | Lieut. Dorch pdeensecssodecss Roy Vitalis| poy. aa er Bennett gets the breaks as his 
theless set Miss Hall and is a prom- | Lieut. Schantz sesseeesss.. Victor Young | Italian girl, gives her the air and} : : & » b S as ; 
ising production start for Miss | Sergeant secceecsess Kenneth Pa ge| weds out of his class, with the in- | two-week engagement starts one 
F - ‘en though i hon wend te ¢ }A Cossack......... oe eececes Herbert Weber} ayitable result. | week ahead of Hampden’s. Despite 
Se oe eee on Se bee ‘ ‘Aeon omens ey tae.” tg Mead Mildred Baker, said to be a kin of the sanguine hopes of the easterner 
Success, . A TaXe ANaroOsSsy see eeseces cto more | oe . » = © eee we i vd 
Sa | Hlias Butterman................Solly Ward! Daniel Frohman, plays the person- | ‘ yrano is not = captivating a fel 
F 2 Feereerpereeteecer -.-Desiree Tabor| able deb. Jina Lanzi is the Latin low that any ordinary mortal would 
. 9 . . ° | . < a . . < . . 
Moon in Yellow River | (1m, Syne’ ogg Buel Norris! mistress, with a dialect so thick |WiSh to compare one version, or one | 
os aeeent Mesto... OF eine | that it was dificult to understand |@2t With another. That overiap-| 
Comedy drama in three acts presented by te Rh ie: bbéaeewun John alsh | as difficu oOo understan | ping week should be a melancholy | 
Theatre Guild Feb. 1 at the Guild; written | [4894 Sachaloff...... eeeees Donald Burr) je Latter reported to have put! i:..- ¢ . “ i 
by Dennis Johnston; staged by Philip| Colonel Petroff...... ececece Leonard Ceeley| ane, f } vt " “es a jtime for both. But meanwhile Ben- | 
aiesthes. ae PUNE. fu s¥ dc cacoas _...Hugh Miller | Some baapetenapi in the show. Cast is On} nett will have ladled the cream, 
AGNES .....0.-sececceeed J osephine Williams ee WOUNES + 30s eebeenss etm! | a low wage basis. lbee. squeezed the studio trade dry, and 
ee peace ithe Hie ea rote | titty ee fe eee |left Hampden to the parsimonious 
Aunt Columbia....eseseee++.-Alma Kruger | é | E t affection of the natives. 
GROOT BO .cccecsies eccoceee. Kdward anti ry | 4-4 Contrast td £ 3] Lhgagemen S$ It seems more stubborn than , 
Captain i’otts....sese+--John Daly Merrmyion Broadway the program for | a | Semeur “. en pg ms oe 
WOLI@® ..cceee Cee ee eeeeseere t, g . : ? age a in | = . : | insis upon p ay ng os ngeles | 
i ere sececccecesess Barry Macollum | ‘\farchine P- “fcr oO of ae , i! , , 
ceed “asseesnhessahas Meera enry ant Marchiay I: “iginally cpened as; i orter Hall, W arrior’s Husband. |urder the circumstances. Having 
Commandant......ccseee- William Harrigan} ‘Arms and the Maid’) is overboard ! Lenux 4 e-bay Wise + a a | been out-jumped by Belasco & Cur- 
elo |on player credits. And to little pur-; Taylor Holmes and Jans Wyatt, ran, it might have been cheaper to 


‘The Moon in the Yellow River’ is 
Irish, but too irisa, wuica e@,en tne 
Irish will concede, and with 


Little chance of it playing more 
than the five or six weeks that cov- 
ers the Guild’s subscription period. 


Having stowed away two such 
outstanding productions as ‘Re- 
union in Vienna’ and ‘Mourning Be- 


comes Electra,’ the Guild 
revert to form by grabbing some- 
thing more or less highbrow. The 
depariment heads went to Montreal 
to see the Abbey Players from Dub- 


had to 


more | 
smiles than this play could provide. | 


pose, because this latest musical try 


| by the Shuberts won't do. 
show has heen around for some 
time, making its best stand in Chi- 


j} cago. During the lay-off here prior 
to opening it was said the Shu- 
| berts removed much that was 
‘thought to be worth while in the 
| Loop showing. Hlowever, what is 
jon view looked so out-moded that 


} deletions would not have mattered, 
; Save to individual players. 





‘Marching By’ is a single set mu- 
| sical of the operetta type, the only 
lone with such shy scenic settings 


‘“\ Bow to Mrs. Grundy.’ 

Irederich Perry, Ruthelma Ste- 
vens, Joanna Roos, Douglas Mac- 
Pherson, William McFadden, Wini- 
fred Harris, Luville Charles, Valerie 
Ziegler, ‘Lirth.’ 

Percy Verwayen, ‘Bloodstream.’ 

Lester Vail, Fuller Mellisli, Peggy 
Conklin, ‘Danger Line.’ 


Cecii Holm, Frank Wilson, Clyde} 
Franklin, Ernest Waitman, Hale | 
Norcross, Wayland Rudd, Matt} 
Webster, ‘Blood Stream.’ 

' 


Marian 
Bush.’ 


Swayne,. ‘Birds in the 





alter the itinerary. 


| its camphor has good screen possi- 


After all, even! 


with the palookas with which! 
Hampden has perennially — sur- 
rounded himself, the expense on 


Rostand’s romance with its lengthy 
cast must amount to a few shillings. 
Belasco & Curran have done a 
first-rate job on this difficult cos- 
tume survivor of the 1890's. It is, 
of course, one of those poetic ex- 
uberances wherein a great deal of 
the dialog cannot be caught by the 
audience. In this it has a truly 
Shakespearean quality. 


Whether because of unavcidable 


bilities. Skillful adaptation could 
eliminate some of the i:.congruities 
and build up the flimsily-drawn but 
easily exploitable characterizations. 
There's a Christian Science tone 
about the preachments that will be 
responsively echoed in som circles 
out here. As for the rank and file 
of Angelenos they will neither no- 
tice nor care that it’s a drama of 
the old school. Every indication is 
that this Henry Duffy selection will 

be well liked by the $1.50 trade. 
Lant 
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ifting of Bulgakov's Play Ban 


Symbolizes New Era in Russi 


oovdin o 
By EUGENE LYONS 
Moscow, Feb. 19. 
Most sensational first night in 
Moscow's current season was not 


of a new play at all, but of a re- 


yival of one which the censors sup- 
pressed about four years” ago.} 
Everybody who is anybody was de- 
termined to be present when Mi-| 
chael Bulgakov’s ‘Days of the Tur- 


pins’ was taken out of official cold 
storage and mounted once more on 
the boards of Stanislavsky’s Mos- 
cow Art Theatre. 
Your correspondent 
it happens, at the last performance 


was present, 


of this play in 1928, He has 
watched the course of events inside 
and outside the theatres since then 


position to understand 


the 


marned 


and is ina 
the importance revival, 

Its the be- 
ginning of a period of hardship in 
the life of Russia, a period of 
litical unequalled since 


ol 


suppression 


po- 


pressure, 


the early days of the revolution. In 
a way the ban on this play sym- 
bolized the tense years which were 
starting for the nation. Its resur- 
rection therefore seems to have a 
more than theatrical interest. 
Whether their guess in the matter 
is right or wrong time will show, 


but for the Moscow public the re- 
vival of Bulgakov’s play looks like 
a signal of easier, less harried years 
ahead. 
Russia’s Greatest 
‘Days of the Turbins’ is generally 
recognized as the best play, artis- 


tically speaking, produced in Rus- 
sia since the revolution. A few oth- 
ers—‘Armored Train’ at the Mos- 


cow Art and ‘Roar China’ at Meier- 


hold’s, for instance—have received 
more advertising, because they are 
politically more ‘kosher’. But this 


play of Bulgakov’s towers above 
them as powerful human drama. 

It is perhaps the only play writ- 
ten here since the revolution in 
which there are no Bolshevik char- 
acters. The whole revolution is 
viewed through the eyes of a group 
of Tsarist officers: the Turbin 
brothers, their sister Elena, her 
husband and their associates. 

The action is simple enough and 
typical of a thousand such families 
caught in the revolutionary mael- 


strom. The Turbin family lives in 
Kiev, its male members fighting 
under General Skoropatsky for 


Tsar and country. The Tsar, of 
course, is already dead; the Bol- 
sheviks hold northern Russia; but 
these loyal remnants of the Russian 


army keep up the fight in southern 


Russia. At the moment they are 
engaged in a hopeless struggle 
against the reactionary General 


Petliura and have the support of 
the Germans in this fight. 
Action Simple 
At the crucial moment in this 
struggle, with the Petliura forces 
approaching Kiev, the Tsarists be- 
gin to desert the sinking ship. 
Elena’s husband runs away to Ber- 
lin. General Skoropatsky himself 
deserts his troops. Only the Turbins 
and a handful of their friends re- 
main loyal. Although fighting for 
the reactionaries and the old autoc- 
racy, the playwright shows them 
as brave and self-sacrificing. 
Alexei Turbin, the elder brother, 
is in command of the handful 


bullets, He dies like a hero and the 
audience’s sympathy is clearly with 
him. 
him and is wounded—he drags him- 
self home somehow. 

In the last act the Bolsheviks 
have driven out Petliura and estab- 
lished their power in Kiev. The 
breken remnants of the Turbin clan, 


One of them still holds on doggedly 


to his Tsarist convictions. The oth- 
ers begin to adjust themselves to 
the Bolshevik regime. All of them 
realize that their cause was hope- 


less because the people are with the 
new rulers and hate the old regime. 
in this act 
changes have been made in the re 
Vived version, if my memory holds 
good. 

“rom the Soviet standpoint Bul- 
f£akov sinned seriously in present- 
ing a family of White Guards 
Sych a sympathetic human light. It 
is charged—not without good cause, 


last that some 


It is 


His brother Nikolka sticks by | 





Palladium Newcomers 


London, March 7. 
the ec 


nof¢r 


Three 


Palladium bill, 


new acts on urrent 


with much 


added entertainment value. Gret 


| 3 Quit in London 


London, March 7. 

|} Three closings Saturday night 
|(5), most important being ‘Nelson 
|Touch’ which had been at Saint 
Martin's for the past three months. 


Also closing were ‘King, Queen 
jand IKXnave’ after a two week stay 
ja he Playhouse and ‘Sentenced,’ 


t 
itt ree weeks 


at 


i 


Vernon, ‘the Viennese Nightingale.’ | 
is a fine e1 gh singer, but scarcely 
1 strong adliner. 

Dare and Yates (American) do 
| nice ly, despite following innumer- 
j;able comedy acrobatic acts 

Marcelle Trio did splendidly, but 





j 


| 


of | that fear is over. 

patriots. Realizing the hopelessness | completely beaten. 
of their cause, he sends them home| or imprisoned or safely merged in | 
and remains alone to face Petliura’s| the proletarian ranks. 


splitting their act in two halves for | 


detracts. 
during the 
pan out 


changes 
work 
doesn't 


interim, but it 
very well. 


Aarons Operation in 


U. S. Halts “Girl Crazy’ 


March 7, 
New 


London, 


Alex Aarons jumped on a 


Condos Brothers | 


} ernment 


| 
j 
j 
| 


York bound boat suddenly Wednes- | 


the Comedy. 


PARENNA 0.K-D 
OVER PROTESTS 


Feb. 26. 


board of 


3erlin, 

meetil of di- 
Government Institution 
for German social insurances it has 
been decided Parenna to 
with its work. Parenna is the gov- 


for 


At the 


1g 
of 
is £oO on 
agency 
bookings. 

No private empl 


yment 
permitted 
to 


Will be A 


lr A be 


subsidy is 


Parenn the time being, 
Parenna is working at a loss. Noth- 
ing definite has been fixed with re- 


to enable 


for as 


gard to future measures 


financial independence. 


amusement | 


agencies 
in fu-| 


given to} 








é e 9 - . 

Last Mile’ in Paris 
i aris, March - 
Mile,” in a French 
an explanatory 


the 


| “The 


| 
adapt 


Last 


ition and with 


prologue, opened at Ambigu. 


Ji 


to mea’ m o }re 


seem 


Wexlev’s play doesn't 
] Y I and 


chmen 


hn 


ions 


| Wilette Kershaw Will Do 


isn’t expe ad to last 


March 


~ 
te 


Paris, 


| W il tte Kershaw has cable d her 
|} manager that she is coming over in 


the spring to try another season. 


‘Chatterley’ as Paris Play | 


‘Cat and Fiddle’ Smash in London, 
Paulette’ Looks Good for 10 Wks. 


+ aE ae 
London, March 7. 
‘Cat and Fiddle’.opened finally at 
the Palace with no doubt in any 
one’s mind that it’s a smash. Makes 


| three concurrent smashes for C. B. 


Cochran here, almost a monopoly, 


From start to finish this latest 


American importation was in as a 


|smash. Biggest individual hits in 
j}the cast were scored by Delysia, 
) a “s + . 

| Peggy Wood and Gina Malo, with 
| the remainder of the cast splendid 
j}and the production great. It'll be 
| 


on for a long run. 

Since ‘Cat’ the first American 
musical here in two years it’s sort 
of expected that all the managers 


is 


j will now flock in with follow-up 
|} Yank shows. Perhaps another 


American invasion will possibly re- 


} 
This time she will do a dramatiza- sult. 
tion of ‘Lady Chatterley’s Lover. | Morning after the premiere the 
Actress is now supposed to be in | libraries took a 14 week buy for 
|New York working on the adapta-]two-thirds of the house, making it 
tion. dcubly sure that Cochy has nothing 





day (2). Doctor had x-rayed him | Nothing has been stated with re- 
and found symptons of gall-stones gard to charges made against Pa- 
with an operation called for. Aarons rena both from vaudeville owners 
figured he’d rather go under the and artists as well. As all revenues 
knife at home than here. | are to be derived in future from the 

His proposal is to return within | artists, strong protests from their | 


about a month to complete negotia- | 


tions for local staging of ‘Girl 


Crazy.’ 


Raincy Dead in Crash 


Paris, March 7. 
Napoleon Raincy was killed in a 
bad taxi smash. 
Raincy was 
garded tent 
country. 


hest 
in 


one of the 
showmen 


re- 


IDLE TOO LONG 


| Work 


iernment |! 


| hold 


Mady Christians, German musi- | 
cal comedy star, brought to this 


country by the Shuberts early in 
the summer, sails back today (8). 

Actress laid off in New York all 
the time she was over here. 


LILIAN DAVIES DIES 


London, March 7. 

Lilian Davies, noted musical star, 
died in Manchester Thursday (3) 
after an operation. Aged 37. 

Miss Davies made her name nine 
years ago in ‘Beggar’s Opera,’ later 
playing leads in a number of West 
End musicals. Her special flair 
was costume stuff. 





Poldi Reiff Dies 
Amsterdam, March 7. 
Poldi Reiff, opera director, died 
suddenly in Batavia. 
He was 55. 





too—that he sugar-coated the facts, 


putting more stress upon their 
heroism as individuals than upon 
their menace as a group. 


Changed Status 


But the Soviet government now 
feels itself strong enough to show 
a sympathetic picture of some of 
its enemies. Several years ago the 
stppressed Turbins still hinted of 
collapse of the Soviets. It was 
feared that a play like this might 
hearten insurgents, raise their self- 
respect and their courag Now 
The Turbins are 

They are dead 


the 


The produc- 
tion of the play is entirely safe. It 


'is no longer a picture from real life 


| 


| 


in | 


|O. Toporkov, B. N. Livanov, M. M. | 
Yanshin. The production was dl 
rected by B. L. Izralevsky. 

Other plays by Bulgakov her - 
fore prohibited by the government 
may now be released. One of then 
Purple Island,’ ran a short time i 

ithe Kamerny Theatre before it was 
| suppressed; it is a comedy take off 
on censorship. The other, ‘The 

Night,’ has never been produced as 
vet and also deals with White 
Guards. His play on the life of 
Moliere, just written, is said to 


but a sort of historical play: that’s 
epoch crowded into a few years. 
Th: Moscow Art produc tion does 
as much as the author to the 
thing gripping and real throughout. 
The principal roles were played by 


} 
make 


tragic and defeated, face a new life.| N. P. Khmelev, A. M. Kommissarov, 


A. K. Tarasova, V. A. Verbitzky, V. 


in rehearsal. 


| building 


| 
this | 


being lodged. 


SOVIET BACKS THEATRE 
BUILT LIKE STADIUM 


Ss ae are 


Moscow, Feb. 25. 
will soon begin on the 
of what may prove the 
exotic theatre build- 
Meierhold, the father 
uctivism” in 
out the plans and the gov- 
come through with the 
The new Meier- 
theatre, on the site of the one 
in which worked for years, 
is scheduled to be opened next No- 
vember. 

With every year Meierhold has 
come closer to the idea of merging 
actors and audience. By removing 
the curtain and shifting scenes a 
la Chinese in view of the spectators, 
by carrying the action of his plays 
right into the audience and other 
methods he has sought to break 
down the barrier of footlights. 

The new building will be in a way 
a climax of this process. It will 
have no stage in the old sense at 
all, and of course no footlights or 
curtains. No balconies either. 

The construction will resemble a 
sports stadium: A horseshoe shaped 
amphitheatre seating 2,000. The 
‘stage,’ if it deserves the name, will 
be in the hollow of the horseshoe, 
surrounded on three sides by the 
audience. When the show is ready 
to start and the lights are doused, 
this central space will open and the 
set, actors and all, will rise from 
beneath, ready for action. 

Once upon a time Meierhold was 
the undisputed high mogul of the 
ultra-ultra theatre crowd, but in 
the last two or three years some 
of his glory has faded. He has 
been attacked not only by old ene- 
mies but by some of his former 
friends, 

Despite these bickerings, no one 


most 
Vsevelod 
f “constr 


Ol 


worked 


W orld's 
ing. 
stage sets, 


is 


money for the job. 


has 


he 





| how fast things move here, with an | 


ve | film from 


here underestimates Meierhold’s 
importance to the Russian theatre 
world and in a way to the theatrical 
craft in other countries. His no- 
tions on staging have spread every- 
where, including those that were 

? 

1 


when he tried t 


ridicules first hem 


DORA MAUGHAN M. C’S. 
London, March 7. 


' Dora Maughan goes into the Do 
minion Mar °S as mistress of 
re i a ne pre nt ‘ 
| 3 
S for a2 month, with o] 
! ———- —— ——$$——— —— ——— 
Marion Harris’ Cafe Date 
London, March 7 
Marior farris goe into the Cafe 
le Pari for a mont egir 
| \ at $873 eck} 
c« rn the wee a « 
i! ptior 
B. & D.’s Band 
British and De n rece 
snap p Jack Payne's band, tie 
B.B.4 radio ombination here As 


Payne quits the air next month a 


jspeaker fans, 


|} jaunt 


LONDON SHOW WORLD 


London, Feb. 26. 

Wood, 
shortly, will 
Birmingham 


when i playing 
do a nightly 
to broadcast 


Ge ore jie 
Coventry 
to 


| from the Midland Regional. Georgie 





| o . ° ° 
will do 15 minutes each day during 


the children’s hour, discoursing 
upon his_experiences during his 
world travels. 
French-Made Score 
The enormous London public for 


French talkers is still faithful. Fol- 
lowing the high grosses of ‘Le Mil- 
lion,’ Rene Cliair’s latest opus, ‘A 
Nous la Liberte’ drew a record first 
week crowd at the Rialto, where it 
looks set for five weeks at least. 


Universal's diminutive house has 
done better with French talkers 
than it ever did playing its own 
product in second run. 

Insurance Gifts Off 


London newspapers which, in 
their craze for circulation, recently 
started free fire insurance, are giv- 
ing it up within four months. 


There are three reasons: One 
that it is too expensive, a second 
that the Inland Revenue are de- 


manding sixpenny stamps on each 
certificate, and the third, which is 
less known, that such insurance is 
gainst the law. 
Under English 
building can be insured for a 
greater sum than its worth. Ar- 
gument is that most homes here 
are already insured, and the 1,500 
dollars extra cover placed on regis- 
tered readers by newspapers shoots 
hundreds of such homes over the 
limit. The stunt is therefore being 
dropped by mutual agreement. 


insurance law no 


Building in London 

Within the last month four new 
film theatres have been opened in 
London bringing the total up to 445 
and the seating capacity to 384,850. 

Twelve more are being built, 
raising the total seats to 413,650. 

Assuming each seat is occupied 
three times a day, this means that 
every Londoner can go to the flick- 
ers once every five days, 

Wynn London Prospect 

Tom Elder Hearn just back from 

the States claims he has a definite 


promise from Ed Wynn to play 
‘The Laugh Parade’ in London as 
soon as the show is through in 
America. 

Those who have seen it predict 


Wynn would score with the natives 
here. 
The London 


done by Clifford 


be 


asso- 


production will 
Whitley in 





him should draw the loud | 


| ciation with Sir 
millionaire hot 
| like lv to go to the Prince 


which has been dark for 


Francis Towle, the 
l ner, and is 
Edward, 


onths, 


Harwood’s Duo 


Captain H. M. Harwood had two 
play produced on ceeding 
nights last ef So Far nd No 
athe t dors, 16 
and ‘King (2 f Knave at the 
Plavhe ‘ 7. 

Marie Deneve { re eived if) 
isual plaudit t jal work 

1 the t LG s Coops had 

ithe ! ff pre for he 
+ rir n ‘ ‘ nd 

Bot f e piece e top-hear 
The fit i aif l thie 

i] f ‘ br if and 

t< + + y d ‘ + ,. ‘ ids ’ + 

+ + j 7 } ‘ 
t t i i t ] it 

] roe ‘ ‘ ‘ 

] ‘ f nd, 2 Rut i 1 €tLor 

é young Qué 3 ef 
ts to re l ‘ ‘ hrone, is 1] 
I t W ‘ i I I ‘ nea put 

+} mad ‘ riou mis 
take of diving into politi il argu- 
ment thereby overweighting the 

i piece and ruining the comedy. 





three 


to worry about, 
‘Paulette’ Premiere 

‘Paulette,’ a new musical starring 
Mireille Perrey, Paul England and 
Peter Haddon, got off to moderate 
notices at the Savoy, despite feeble- 
ness of humor, silightness of story 
and familiarity of music. Snappy 
work by the chorus and some good 
acting may overcome the indiffer- 
ent material and show may last 
ten weeks. Not so bad these days, 
either. 

‘Man I Killed’ at the Apollo is a 
rush job to cash in on Paramount's 
picture, but looks like a flop. Bril- 
liant acting by Emlyn Williams and 


Louise Hampton doesn’t save the 
piece. Got mixed notices in the 


dailies, which won't help. 
‘Fire’ at the Fortune is a histori- 


cal play against a background of 
the Tudor kings. Got a general 
lacing by the critics, with Esme 
Percy being praised for his acting 
and the authoress encouraged to 
try again. Piece attempts to be a 
sort of historical peep-show and 


is a certain flop. 


London Dominion Goes 
Combo with Six Acts 


London, Feb. 26. 


Starting Feb. 13 the Dominion, 
has entered into a new policy, 
cine-variety. 


Since the theatre opened some 
three years ago, it has tried nearly 
every type of show, musical comedy, 
pictures, pantomime, an occasional 
vaudeville flutter, and even a com- 
bination of circus and pictures. The 
first year showed $3,500 profit, the 
second year $17,509. 

The Dominion Theatre, Limited 
was formed with a capital of $980,- 


000 and three of its principal di- 
rectors were Sir Alfred Butt, R. H. 
Gillespie and Lord Lurgan. The 
shareholders of the Dominion are 


guaranteed dividends for five years 
jointly by Moss Empires and Drury 
Lane, which they have had to pay 
up for the last two years. As the 
theatre is faced with a £30,000 loss 
on this year’s trading (so insiders 
predict), it is certain the good work 
will be carried on by Moss Empires 
and Drury Lane. 

3utt is no longer concerned with 
Drury Lane or the Dominion, hav- 
ing disposed of his interest in the 
latter, and Lord Lurgan recently 
resigned from the directorship of 
the Dominion and has been replaced 
by William Evans. 


The prices of admission for the 
new fare range from one shilling 
to three and six, with one shilling 
all over the house (excepting front 
circle) up to 2 o'clock, 


Pathetone, 
Movietone 


including 


Opening comprised 
comedy 
six vaudeville acts, 
the house orchestra, which 
from the stage and the feature pic-- 


shorts, 
News, 


works 


ture ‘Secret Witness.’ 
ROME CUTS B. 0. SCALES 
| Ror Feb. 2 
The Rome oup of theat l 
inagers met and decided | t 
fresh cuts in theatre price ‘ d 
be introduced at once to cl f - 
ing B. O. receipts. Prices fixed ‘ 
Fauteils in first class Rome the- 
itres, except for premieres or gala 
nights: Lire 20, or $1, including 
rovernment amusement tax, Back 
|row fauteils and dress circles seats, 


| Lire 10, or 50 cents U.S, 
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Youne Mgrs. Plan Own Warehouses 
To Reduce Storage and Hauling Costs 


First concentrated move by the 
younger legit producers to cut pro- 


duction costs is being made by the} 
banded together group of; 
Plan is expected to} 


recently 
six managers. 
reduce the total amount 
in opening plays by 
through pruning of 
haulage costs. 
With a seventh firm to join the 
group, the six so far interested are 
Alexander McKaig, MacGowan & 
Reed, Dwight Wiman, Brock Pem- 
berton, Roland Stebbins and Guth- 
rie McClinti firm 
is reported the Theatre Guild. 
Group’s scheme is to shortly open 
their own warehouse for the paint- 
ing, building and finishing of sets. 


involved 


transfer and 


25% or 30%) 


| 





All labor to be union. In addition, | 
another storehouse will be taken for | 
props. This move will eliminate all) 
hauling heretofore necessary in|! 


transporting sets from the builders| Bryant 


costs of transfer work are a long | 


established plaint of producers. | 


They are really following the ex-| 

2 | 
ample of older producers who have 
their own shops. 


Probably Incorporate j 
Another sizeable charge for pro-| 
ducers not having their own store-| 
housc. is, of course, storage. Mini- | 
mum cost is around $40 per piece | 
but under the proposed system these 
producers will not alone do away, 
with such costs, but will have all} 
their props completely cataloged, 
saving both charges and time. 
Each of the managers involved is | 
contributing towards maintenance | 
of the two warehouses, locations of 
which are being kept secret, The 
froun ‘ 
about two weeks ago was not the 
first, as reported, the proposal hav- 
ing been worked on for several 
months. Another meeting is due 
shortly at which officers, or at 
least a presiding officer, will be 
chosen. 





Star’s Film Engagement 
Keeps Frisco Show Out 


San Francisco, March 7%. 

May Robson's opening last night 
(Sunday) in ‘Guest Room,’ at the 
Alcazar for Henry Duffy, failed to 
go through when the vet legit star 
was cast in Metro’s, ‘Strange Inter- 
lude.’ House continues dark until 
March £0 when Colleen Moore opens 
in ‘Church Mouse.’ 

The Moore show bows in March 
13 at the Fulton, Oakland, doing a 
break-in week there. 





WAIT ON KING 


Horace Liveright hopes to get 
started on his Lucrezia Borgia mu- 
sical pretty soon. It depends on 
Dennis King, claims Liveright. Ef- 
fort will be launched as soon as 
King is ready. 

Show's present title is ‘It Hap- 
pened in Italy.’ 





‘Birth’ Due March 28 
‘Birth,’ production venture of 
Joseph Santley, is set to open at 
the Selwyn March 28. Piece is by 
Mary MacDougal Axelson, 








IT IS 


TWICE 


As Hard to Keep Money 
AS IT IS 


to MAKE IT 


Emergencies — sudden illness— 
crash in stocks—closing of banks, 
etc., throw vivid light on the 
value of cash. 


Let _us show you how to be- 
come independent. 


For further information see 





JOHN J. 


A EMP 


551 Fifth Ave., N. Y. C. 
Phones: Murray Hill 2-7838-9 

















Two Chi Suits Want 
$1,350 from Bryant 


Chicago, March 7. 

Legit producer Lester iryant 
found himself with more neckpains 
here last week as the outcome of 
two notices to appear at the local 
courts. Both legal actions were 
for claims for past services. 

As filed by attorney Phil R. 
Davis the claims totalled $1,350. 
One document, registered for Harry 
Hertz, asked $750 for wages claimed 
due as company manager of ‘Sisters 
of the Chorus,’ 3gryant’s former 
show Hertz, now company mana- 
ger here for ‘Counsellor at Law,’ 
wants the coin on the plea that it’s | 
coming to him for six weeks’ of | 
managing ‘Sisters’ in New York. 

Again, I. M. Friedman, sign man, 
is attempting to obtain $600 from 
for poster and sign work. 


F & J’ Folk Song 


(Continued from page 49) 
dramatic composition it serves 
to degrade the stage where vice 
is thought by some ‘to lose half 
its evil by losing all its coarse- 
ness.’ That it is indecent from 
every consideration of propriety 
is entirely clear. 

Court Not a Censor 


But the court is not a censor 
of plays and does not attempt 
to regulate manners. One may 
call a spade a spade without of- 





fending decency, although 
modesty may be shocked 
thereby. The question is not 


whether the scene is laid in a 
low dive where refined people 
are not found, or whether the 
language is of the barroom 
rather than the parlor. The 
question is whether the tend- 
ency of the play is to excite 
lustful and lecherous desire. 
Prostitutes are not too rarely 
represented on the stage as to 
arouse sexual propensities of 
the spectators whenever they 


appear. G B. Shaw’s play 
“Mrs. Warren's Profession’ 
deals, In the language of the 


polite dramatist with what has 
been styled ‘the oldest profes- 
si. .in the world.’ The heroine 
of ‘Rain’ was a seductive har- 
lot. The scene of ‘The Shang- 
hai Gesture’ was laid in a house 
of prostitution, ‘Lysistrata’ was 
frank in sex relations but it did 
not excite desire as might the 
lascivious display of female 
charms. The bible talks bluntly 
of harlots but it does not invite 
to immorality. 

The play is said to ‘tend to 
corrupt the morals of youth.’ 
Here again the question is not 
whether it would tend to 
coarsen or vulgarize the youth 
who might witness it but 
whether it would tend to lower 
their standards of right and 
wrong, specifically as to the 
sexual relation. Unless mere 
representation on the stage of 
prostitutes and their patrons 
would tend to have the effect 
of stimulating sexual impulses, 
the performance should not be 
barred. 

‘Frankie and Johnnie’ was pre- 
sented at the Republic, New York, 
in the fall of 1930. When it ap- 
peared in a neighborhood house in 
Jamaica, L, I., charges were upheld 
with the manager and players con- 


victed. The players involved were 
Anne Forrest, Alberta Be: tty, 
Charles Wendling, Arch Sayer, 


Frank McGlynn, Jr., Arthur Griffin, 


Kenneth Burton, Valerie Valaire, 
Edgar Henning, Don Rowan, Cliff 
Heckinger, Neil Stone, Joseph 
Evans, Lee Ellmore. 





. > 

‘Fever’ Roading Again 

Pat McNutt is taking ‘Hay Fever,’ 
current at the Avon, New York, on 
tour, opening at the Plymouth, Bos- 
ton, March 28 (Easter Monday). 
When the show leaves Broadway it 
will have completed 14 weeks. 

McNutt trouped ‘Fever’ several 


| weeks before bringing it to Broad- 
| way. 


VILLAGE’S COLORED SHOW 

Provincetown Playhouse, in 
Greenwich Vilage, will have Rose 
McClendon heading a colored cast. 

Philip Wittenberg, quondam the- 
itrical attorney, is financing the 
venture, 





Shows in Rehearsal 


—-—— 


‘Blood Stream’ (Harmon). 
Selwyn. 

‘Birth’ (Santley) Times 
Square. 

‘Confidential Service’ (Cohan) 
Gaiety. 

‘Danger Line’ (Gerton) 140 
W. 42d St. 

‘Few Wild Oats’ (Forrest 

Prod) Forrest 

‘Croon Prince’ (Sanford) New 
Yorker. 

‘Wise Girl’ (Bannister) Ly- 
ceum. 


‘Warrior’s Husband’ (Moses) 
Morosco. 


CONCERTS 


By SALLIE 














The Elshuco Trio presented its | 
fourth and last concert of the sea-| 
son in the Engineering Auditorium. 
As usual, a program of choice selec- | 
tions was given. This trio attracts 
an audience of real music lovers. 


| 
| 


The popular Lily Pons again sang} 
the title role in ‘Lakme’ to an over- 
crowded Met. at a matinee perform- 
ance. As the poor Hindu girl she 
sang one of the most trying roles in 
her repertoire with such beauty of | 
tone, phrasing, diction that the au- | 
dience broke into her arias with a 
storm of applause. Miss Pons was 
ably supported by Swarthout, 
Laubenthal and Thill, replacing Mr. 
Jagel. The sets of this opera are 
colorful and the ballet fascinating. 


A rare program was given by 
Frank Manheimer, American pianist 
who has been living in London for 
ten years in a first recital at Town 
Hall. Mozart’s Sonata in D Major, 
Schumann’s F Sharp Minor Sonata | 
and Mephisto’s Waltz of Liszt-Bu- | 
soni disclosed clear style and splen- | 
did technique. 


The ‘London String Quarteite| 
again « me in for a generous | 
amount of praise in a return recital | 
at Town Hall. Their interpretation 
of a rich program, including Hay- | 
dn’s Quartette, opus 1, No. 1 (first| 
performance), was rewarded with | 
spontaneous applause. It is melo-| 
dious and musically a gem, The en- | 
semble also introduced Quartette | 
in F Minor (Beethoven’s) intelli- 
gently fashioned. 


Abram Chasins, pianist-composer, 
in his first New York recital at Car- 
negie, played a program of Men- 
delssohn’s Variations Serienses, as 
well as a group including Chopin 
Sonata B. Flat Minor, Drovsky- 
Mason and Scriabine. Mr. Chasins, 
although a serious artist, is lacking 
in imagination, but knows his key- 
board. No works of Chasins ap- 
peared in his program, A friendly 
house. 





Stell Anderson and Silvio Scionti | 
gave their last recital of two pianos | 
at Town Hall. They played two 
numbers heard here for the first 
time—Louis Victor Saar’s adapta- 
tion of the larger part of Bach's 
passacaglia and ‘The Fisherman’s 
Tune’ by Leo Sowersby. Their per- 
formance was admirable, colorful 
and they were warmly received. 


In a delightful group of four songs 
(Schumann) ending her first half of 
the program, and the aria ‘L’Armero 
Saro Constante,’ Lucia Chaynon, so- 
prano, appeared before a friendly 
audience at the Barbizon-Plaza. 
Miss Chaynon’s voice is of a pretty 
quality and she is promising. 





Returning from a concert tour of 
six weeks, Mr. Gigli sang his first 
and only recital to a crowded Car- 
negie Hall. The lusciousness of this 
lyric tenor’s beautiful tones brought 
a storm of applause. He was gra- 
cious in singing many encores. 





Colorzdo Tourney 
Denver, March 7. 
The eighth Colorado Little The- 
atre Tournament will be held here 
week of April 11. 
A number of entries are in 
ready. 


al- 





| filed 





BRADY’S ‘CISSY’ 


lf He Can’t Cast Will Start on 
‘Domino,’ French Piece 





William A. Brady has taken 
‘Cissy,’ a comedy by Maurice 
Marks, for possible immediate pro- 
duction. Marks is the husband of 
Rita Weiman, authoress and play- 
wright. 

If Brady can obtain the 
cast he expects to start work on 
‘Cissy’ as soon as the _ Barrie- 
Laurette Taylor revivals are set at 
the Playhouse. If he can't cast it 
he’ll go to work on ‘Domino,’ Paris 
show which he purchased a week 
ago. 

Brady also owns ‘Mademoiselle,’ 
another current French piece, but 
doesn’t want to do it till next sea- 
son with Grace George. Brady has 
the stage and film rights to both 
these foreign plays. 


Two Stocks Quit 


Stock at Danbury, Conn., folded 
Saturday (27). Company was or- 
ganized by Rupert LaBelle but was 
later forced to co-op. There were 
no financial entanglements. 

Cast of the stock troupe which 
closed abruptly Wednesday (24) at 
the Boulevard, Jackson Heights, has 
claims against the producer, 
George Austin, for a week’s wages. 
There was an Equity bond posted 
but it was insufficient to completely 
cover the actors. 

Players were to have worked the 
first three weeks at reduced salaries 
and then to receive a boost if busi- 
ness warranted. Three wecks were 


proper 





| not played. 





Light’s ‘Black Soul’ 

Jimmy Light, who staged the first 
Eugene O'Neill plays at the Provy- 
incetown Playhouse, New York, is 
soing back to that spot for his next 
play, to be produced under his own 
name. Piece is ‘Black Soul,’ by 
Anne Nathan Meyer, and is expected 
to open March 29. 

Rose McClendon and 
son will be the leads. 


Wil- 


Frank 


CENSORIAL SATIRE 

Dimitri Ostrow, legit stager re- 
cently returned from the Coast, has 
‘Censored,’ by Conrad Seiler, for a 
sprirg tryout. Play was recently 
produced at the Pasadena Com- 
munity Playhouse and takes a 
comedy angle on censorship. Ostrow 
is working on the production, which 
he’ll also stage. . 

In addition to ‘Censored,’ Ostrow 
has another show by the same play- 
wright. 





POSTPONED TILL FALL 

Broadway production of ‘Devil of 
Pei Lang,’ which O, E. (Harry) 
Wee was. planning, has_ been 
switched. Producer wfll now do the 
show merely as a tryout and bring 
it to New York next fall. 

Meantime the play, an adaptation 
of Herbert Asbury’s book, will be 
rewritten slightly by Howard Che- 
nery, who adapted. One reason for 
Wee’s postponement is the number 
of mysteries on the street now. 


‘Mad Hopes,’ by Romney Brent, 
actor; Bela Blau producing. Eva 
Moore, Rex O'Malley, Valerie Tay- 
lor, Robert Fischer, Marcel Jour- 
net, Edward LaRoche, Marion War- 
ing Manley tentatively cast. Blau 
to stage. 

‘Birds in a Bush,’ for early pro- 
duction by A. C. Dalzell. A comedy 
by R. B. Lackey. 


‘Impasse,’ crime drama, 
produced by Johnny Walker. 


to be 
Writ- 


| ten by Harry Miller and Lewis Lehr 


whose previous collaborations have 
been for vaudeville. 
‘Opening Night,’ by I. Paul and 


W. A. Mannheimer, for early 
Broadway production by Frank 
Teller. 


‘High Noon,’ by Frank Lovett and 
Ed Roberts, taken by Arthur Hop- 
kins. 

‘Bloodstream,’ by Fred Schlik, in 
rehearsal for Sidney Harmon. Opens 


March 28 out of town, Broadway 
week of April 5. 
‘Laughing Cavalier,’ musical 


headed for’th? Craig, N. Y¥. 


Foreign Reviews 


LES CADETS 


(‘The Younger Brothers’) 


Paris, Feb. 14, 
A comedy in two acts by Henry Duver. 


nois. Presented by Trebor and Brigon at 
the Theatre Michel, Paris, Feb. 13 

FORM. ccesccecccececcegesseee Pierre Fresnay 
GOPETE. ccccccsesesecoesoeses Rene Blancard 
Prancoise. .ccccccescescece Helene Perdr'ere 
ESMMELING...cceserccssersers Clara Tambour 
DMGMONE coc vacesvcccnvcccccatvecs ..Alerme 


This short comedy is given as 
first part of.a show, second part of 
which is an old Sacha Guitry play, 
Jean IIT. 


The two acts take place in the 
same set, a2 corner in a drawing- 
room, where, for the first set, a 


table has been set for a stand-up 
wedding breakfast, which is re- 
moved for the second. 

Purpose of the comedy is to show 
the difference existing between the 
slightly older generation as repre- 
sented by a man and his wife mind- 
ing money, love affairs, and alto- 
gether unpleasantly materialistic, 
as compared with the man’s younger 
brother and the woman’s younger 
sister who, despite their elder's dif- 
ferences, are sweetly minded and 
fall in love. Play seems unduly 
optimistic, but gives a very good 
chance to Pierre Fresnay as the 
young leading man, and Helene Per- 


driere, much better on the stage 
than in pictures, to do some nice 
cooing. The elders are suitably 


done by Clara Tambour and Alerme, 
Play perfectly innocuous. Mavi. 


FIRE BIRD 


Budapest, Feb. 25. 
Uj Szinhaz, bankrupt theatre, re- 
opened under new management and 
anew name, Muvesz Szinhaz (Art- 
ists’ theatre). Bardos, very able di- 
rector and producer, is managing it, 





Play is the new one by Zilahy, 
‘Fire Bird,’ title of a Strawinsky 


ballet referred to in the play. The 
mystery plot, cleverly unraveled, 
centers around who killed the popu- 
lar actor found shot in his flat. 
There is strength and dramatic ten- 
sion in the play; the plot is built up 
and balanced perfectly, and the 
characters human and interesting. 
Oscar Beregi, representing a gentle- 
man of a past age in the part of the 
cabinet minister; Lily Berki in the 
great drama part of the mother, and 
a new actress, Lily Murati, as the 
girl, were excellently cast. ‘Fire 
Bird’ is a play that is certain to have 
international appeal on stage and 
screen. 

Although its success is assured for 
as long a run as can be in these hard 
times, Muvesz Szinhas is proposing 
to play repertory and will present 
another premiere, Pirandello’s 
‘Everyone in His Own Way’ next 
week. This will alternate with ‘Fire 
Bird.’ 


Chi ‘Counsellor’ Cuts 


Chicago, March 7. 

Cast of ‘Counsellor-at-Law,’ at 
the Selwyn, is now working under 
a salary cut plan. Members have 
taken slices of 2072 and 25%, effec- 
tive yesterday (6), which began the 
company’s fourth week in town. 

If the gross of any week touches 
$10,000 or over, full salaries will be 
restored. 


STOCK AFTER 3 YEARS 
Birmingham, March 7. 
The Jefferson is to reopen Mon- 
day (14) with stock at popular 
prices after being closed for some 
time. John J. Sullivan who took 
the house over last fall is promoting 
the stock and expects to get at least 
eight weeks. 
Birmingham has 
stock for three years, 


ATLANTIC CITY OPENING 


Shuberts’ ‘A Bow to Mrs. Grundy’ 
will opjen in Atlantic City March 
21. New York two or three weeks 
later, 

It’s a comedy by Roland Bottoms 
ley. Cast includes Janet Beecher, 
Sydney Greenstreet, Elisha Cooke, 
Jr. Lea Penman, Charlotte An- 
drews, Richard Hale, Nicholas Joy 
and Samuel Wren. 








been without 
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Cut on Film Rights Bs that paper's one time Sunday edi- Changed Attitude ‘Graphic’ (tab) as a result of King | Resuit of Idle Hours 

Talk again among some publish- |tor. Previously Miss Carneal did a} Jr reports from England are true, | Features threatening to enjoin the | So many men pottering around 
evs of cutting in on picture money biog of Dr. Lee DeForest, and has] to the effect that Mrs. D. H. Law- | Macfadden paper. Hershfield re-!the house as a result of unemploy- 
resulting from the sale of books also written a couple of plays, rence is preparing an expurgated | placed it with another strip, ‘Meyer | ment is prompting the many new 
published by them. Now deemed . ania a edition of her late husband’s most | the Buyer,’ but will contest the right | mags of a “how-to-make-it” na- 
an excellent time for this move be- A Version by ‘Time controversial work, ‘Lady Chatter- |t® use the Kabibble label, which | ture. ' 


eause of the generally bad state 
ef the book biz and the fact that 
scribblers must make concessions 
if they expect the book biz to con- 
tinue as heretofore, 

Horace Liveright understood 
nave first broached the matter 
the publisher sharing in the pic- 
ture money from the novels pub- 
lished by him. This was some years 
ago when Liveright was still in the 
publishing biz and headed the book 
firm bearing his name. Authors 
League is said to have frowned 
the idea then. 

Now those of the publishers just 
getting by are eager for picture 
money participation. Some of them 
ean't see why this wasn’t done long 
ago, and point out that they are in 
the same position as regards the 
publication of books as the play 
producers are in the case of works 
for the stage. 

It is pointed out by the publish- 
ers that publication of a novel by 
other than a name scribbler is risky 
and in the case of a first novel per- 


to 
of 





on 


haps one chance in a hundred of 
breaking even. The publishers 
would particularly like to protect 
themselves in the case of a first 
novel. 


Occasionally a first novel is a big 
seller, like ‘All Quiet On the West- 
ern Front, but that, claim the pub- 
lishers, is rare. 

Even more or name authors 
don’t always sell well. Occasionally 
a consistent scribbler with a name 
will turn out a story that goes over 
the 10,000 mark, and on rare occa- 
sions the sales will go over 25,000 


«0 


less 


copies. But for the most part one 
best seller out of a lengthy list will 
have to carry the others for the 
publisher. 

The publishers point out that it 
is only because of them that their 
seribblers are able to get nice 


prices for the picture rights to their 
works. Picture rights to a pub- 
lished novel will fetch from $10,000 
to $25,000, while the publisher 
stands to lose money on the same 


25 


A recent issue of ‘Time’ detailed 
with considerable comment the 
Government’s start into an inquiry 
of the Sugar Institute, or trust. 

‘On 44 counts,’ states ‘Time,’ ‘the 


Institute was’ guility, said the 
United States, of conspiracy, 
monopoly, coercion, Item: its 
members have blacklisted certain 


warehouses and wholesale 
are refusing to co-operate (that co- 


grocers 


operate should have been in 
quotes); these lawless. practices 
helped sugar refiners to increase 
their margin of profit 30%,’ ete. 
Later in the same article: 
‘Lawyer Fly (for the U. S.) 
opened the case by gloomingly re- 
minding Judge Mack that in the 


past few years he had been called 
upon to jail several humble citizens 
for restraining trade, but the de- 
fense hardly winced for this suit is 
civil, not criminal.’ 
With ‘Time's’ story 
‘Thus the may disturb 
larger proportion of industry and 
commerce, It is in no way similar 
to many of the anti-trust suits 
pending which include criminal ac- 
tions against racketeers charged 
with intimidating competitors.’ 


Publishers’ Club Fights 

Disappointment of the Vanguard 
Press over the refusal of the Book- 
of-the-Month Club to put the bi- 
ography of ex-Supreme Court Just- 
tice Oliver Wendell Holmes, by 
Silas Bent, on its list, prompting 
the publishing house to take a slap 
at that outfit whenever possible. 

Attitude is typical of many pub- 
lishing houses in their relations to- 
wards the various book-of-the- 
month clubs. Getting a book on 
the lists will cause the publishers 


concluding: 
case a 


‘ 


to tout the club to the skies. A 
rejection of a particularly desired 
number, and it means scrap. 


Wealthy Reporter Dead 
Walter E. Lewis, 63, Lenox 
(Mass.) newspaper reporter, whose 





book. 
That the scribblers use the pub- 
lishers as a means of worming in 


on the picture money is also 
charged. Scribblers couldn’t even 
get a reading of their stories from 
the picture companies when sub- 


mitting matter in manuscript form, 
because of the pretty general rule 
against unsolicited contributions, 
Yet the picture people pretty often 
buy stories while in galley form. 

Just now only ‘Liberty’ is cutting 
in on outside rights, reserving the 
right of 50% of the proceeds on not 
only film money, but dramatic and 
other possible’ uses. Oddly the 
weekly has this arrangement only 
in the case of short shorts, which 
rarely if ever possess picture or 
stage possibilities. The arrange- 
ment does not extend to short 
stories or serials, many of which 
have been filmed out of the weekly. 

So far as is known, the Authors’ 
League has offered no objections to 
the claim of ‘Liberty’ for 50% of 
the picture and dramatic rights to 
its short shorts. 

Potomac influx 

Ruth Ramon, Herndon Davis, and 
Ralph Saunders are the three latest 
arrivals in Washington from the 


New York art colony, the big paint | 
anc brush men, pen ¢.nd ink artists, 


and others, finding lots of work 
dowr on the banks of the Potomac, 
it is said. 

A veritable bevy of 
artists has descended upon the na- 
tion’s capital, some of them doing 
murals for the bicentennial commis- 


sion, local and national, and others 
entering the commercial fieid. One 


of the new forms of “pay dirt” in 
the art field here is supplied by the 


local newspapers, especially in the | 
theatrical sections, many of which 
are being adorned, for the first 


time, with sketches of actress and 
actors instead of the old line cuts. 





Guarding Galleys 


teport at the Liveright offices of 
& number of attempts to secure ad- 
vance galleys of the Georgette Car- 
neal book, ‘The Great Day,’ soon to 
be published. Efforts to the 


proofs supposed to be by a coupie 





secure 


; of New Yorkers who are prototypes 
‘ for characters in the tale. Follow- 
ing a warning that detectives will 


get the proofs, the publishing house 
has placed an extra guard over the 
galleys, 


Understood that Miss Carneal 
sathered the material for her book 
while on the editorial staff of the 


‘World.’ Miss Carneal is the former 
Mrs. Louis Weitzenkorn, wife of 








recent action in lending the town of 


| Lenox $20,000 won him nationwide 


street. 


that his loan to the town developed 
from a joke. A town official jocu- 
larly asked him if he knew ‘where 
a fellow could borrow $20,000.’ Lewis 
replied: ‘I'll let you nave that much. 
How much interest will you pay?’ 
he asked. 

‘Six per cent,’ said the official. 

‘That sounds good to me,’ 
marked Lewis. 

Lewis had been on the staff -f the 
Berkshir ‘Eagle,’ Pittsfield, for 19 
years, and also was correspondent 
for the Springfield ‘Revublican.’ 


re- 


Aimed at Pictures 


columnist for the 
Brooklyn ‘Eagle,’ evidently wrote 
his most recent novel, ‘Hat Check 
Girl,’ with one eye on Broadway and 
two on Hollywood. It will make a 


Rian James, 





New York} 


| better picture than it does a novel. 
A rather obvious plot revolves 


;around a red-headed hat checker|Party at a hotel. 


'who runs straight and lands her 
' millionaire after the usu~l compli- 
cations, including 
suspected murderer. 

| Story moves, is accurate in local 


color and its lowdown on the hat 
check anglk But it doesn’t grip 
strongly because of a rather bald 





style which fails to intrigue. Pib- 
lished by Alfred H. King, Inc 
Anti-Feminist Hushed 

Victor Margueritte, French au- 

j thor, who was to give a lecture on 

| the ‘Disarmament of Women’ in 

Geneva, had to cance] his plans. 


|The use of the Geneva lecture hall 
denied him by the committee 
| control, 

| This 
torious 


ing ‘La 


;was 
jin 
he became no- 
ago by publish- 
a novel consid- 
jered pornographic, resulting in his 
being deprived of his Legion of 
Honor by the French government, 
giving French girls bad nam¢ 
abroad. No hall in 


is because 
a few years 
Garconne,’ 


ras a 


other Geneva 





ferent makeup from the periodical. 
From a casual glance it appears to 
'be a complete story. 


publicity, died suddenly of heart} 
|disease in Pittsfield, Mass., last 
ek was ‘icke oO the sa 
week, He was stricken on |with her. 

Hearst’s p. m. rag, ‘Call-Bulle- 
tin,’ was the ‘Examiner’s’ toyghest 


Upon Lewis’ death it was r« vealed | 


| in 


ly’s Lover,’ it’s in sharp contrast to 
her attitude while over here when 
protested the efforts of Law- 
rence biographers, and other work- 
ers in her late husband's behalf, as 
of vandals.’ 

When 
was 
nothing 


she 


‘acts 
Mrs. Lawrence 
saying wanted 
that might mar the 
reputation of Lawrence or his works 
as they upon his death. Yet 
Mrs. Lawrence is said to be delet- 
ing and phrases from ‘Lady 

Lover’ in order to put 
past the British censor, 
something that Lawrence wouldn't 
do himself, even though he could 
not get regular publication of the 
book in its original form. 

The ban put on ‘Lady Chatterly’s 
Lover’ most everywhere was never 
known to have worried Lawrence. 
He is said to have expressed com- 
plete satisfaction over writing of 
the and its fate beyond that 
was matter of complete indif- 
to him. 

The ‘Lady Chatterly’s Lover,’ sola 
openly over here in a cheap edi- 
tion, was a pirated and expurgated 


here 


over 


&S she 


reported a 


done 
were 


words 
Chatterly’s 


the book 


book, 
a 


ference 


edition of the original Lawrence 
work. It was safely pirated be- 
cause Lawrence could obtain no 


copyright on his original story due 
to its alleged obscenity. Mrs. Law- 
rence had nothing to do with that 
edition of ‘Lover.’ 

D. H. Lawrence’s banned ‘Lady 
Chatterley’s Lovers’ is being issued 


in England in a toned down ver- 
sion for British consumption. Pub- 
lishing date is the last week in 


February, Martin Secker is publish- 
ing. 





Hearst’s Prison Serial 
Hearst’s San Francisco ‘Ex- 
aminer’ grabbed the prison auto- 
biog of Dorothy Ellingson, released 
from San Quentin after six and a 
half years for killing her mother 
‘Examiner’ got to the Ellingson 
girl some time before she was 
paroled and bought her story. On 
the day of her release she avoided 
other newsmen and crossed the bay 
to a ‘Frisco hotel until the Hearst 
men joined her, spirited her away 
in a cab and wrote the serial yarn 





competition on getting the Elling- 
son picture material. ‘Call’ was 
tipped off to her hideaway. Serial 
will run in three parts. 





Binyon’s ‘Elsie’ 

‘Elsie’ series of letters, which ran 
‘Variety,’ authored by Claude 
sinyon, will be issued in book form, 

$1.50, illustrated, by Harrison Smith 

in June. Smith has comrvissioned 

Binyon to do another book. 

A solicitation from ‘Cosmopolitan’ 
came simultaneously, which still has 

Binyon punch drunk. 





Whoopee Publicity 





his arrest as @/for Jerome Meyer's book 


s suitable for lectures. 
Exploiting Serials 

As a plug for their current serials 
both ‘Liberty’ and the Satevepost 
are distributing heralds qontainineg 
the first episode of the continued 
stories. Throwaways are spotted 01 
mag stands 

In the case of the ‘Post,’ original | 
plates from the mag were used, but 
the ‘Liberty’ pamphlet has a dif- 


New tangent for literary publicity 
jwas achieved by Simon and Schus- 
iter Sunday night (6). Invitations 
lwere sent around a week and more 
| previously for a Mental Whoopee 
No indication on 
ecard as to what it was all 
Turned out to be a stunt 
‘Mental 


jthe 


about. 


| Whe popee.’ 

This is a book of games to be 
played individually or at parties, 
with the guests invited to try the 
| Various games for an _ ultimate 
choosing of a Mental Whoopee 


| champ. 





Western Merger 


Roulder ‘Camera’ and the Boulder 


‘News-Herald’ have consolidated. 
Mercer leaves only one town in 
Colorado with two afternoon 
papers—Canon City, with about 
6,000 population. 

2oulder is a small college town 
but for years has had two afternoon 
papers. At one time, just recently, 
Florence, with less than 3,000 popu- 
lation, had two afternoon papers, 
each with a wire service. They 
have since ¢ onsolidated. 


originally had Abe as the first name. 


Cartoonist claims there are no 
property rights involved because 
when he started the strip he con- 


tends that a common expression at 
the time was ‘Ich Kabibble,’ upon 
| wh h he founded his 
| Steps will bo 





ic ter. 
ain King 


measures, 


chara< 
taken to restr 
| Features 


from injunctive 


Paris Mag Halts 
gasping 18 
finally 


After around for 
|} months Erskine Gwynne 
up the ghost in 
}nounced that ‘The sOulevardier’ 
; would appear no more. This ‘'s the 
|last of the imitations of ‘The New 
Yorké1” to have been published in 
Paris. 

Gwynne cites the fact that the re- 
sorts are taking such a beating this 


; fave 


year they cannot afford to adver- 
tise and that this was the main 
source of pennies. 


And Still They Come 
“Ballyhoo’ imitators ars 
amazing proportions, coming in at 
the rate of about one a week since 
that mag first made its appearance. 
Majority of the imitators have last- 
ed but a single issue, but others 
have gone into a second and a thira 


assuming 


Still they come, though. 
Latest is ‘KooKoo,’ and still an- 


other set to make its appearance on 
March 15, known as ‘Bushwa.’ 
‘KooKoo’ is the idea of Joe Bur- 
ten and Harry Donenfeld, not new 
as mag publishers. 
their new 
lishing Co. 
‘Bushwa’ is published by a group 


They're issuing 


one as the Burdon Pub- 


consisting of John F. and Calvin 
Edwards and Samuel H. Hunter 
Editor of the new mag is Stanley 


9 ‘ 


Strow, said to be only 22, : 
the youngest mag 
country. 

Hunter is a magazine distribution 
man, formerly of the Eastern Dis- 
tributing Corp., distributor of a 
number of pulp mags. With the 
two Edwards, Hunter has formed 
the E. & H. News Co. to distribute 
‘Bushwa.’ The E. & H. may later 
take over the distribution of a num- 
ber of other mags. 


ind, if se, 
editor in the 


Bali for Beginners 

effort New 
distinguished 
Masses ball, 


First major social of 
York's literati, as 


from the annual New 


which enlists the efforts of the 
Communist-minded workers in the 
arts, will be the Abstract Ball, to 


be held at the Hotel Plaza March 11. 

Imposing list of names on the Ab- 
stract Ball committee. Intention is 
to aid beginners in their profession 
by means of the proceeds from the 
ball. If the ball is a success it will 
be made an annual event. 





Ellmaker in Control 

Acquisition by Lee Ellmaker of 
George 8S. Fowler's interest in ‘Pic- 
torial teview’ gives the former 
Macfadden executive full possession 
of that mag. 

Fowler, for long with the monthly, 
was in with Ellmaker at the pur- 
chase of the mag from William 
Paul Ahnelt, its founder, about a 
month ago. Differences as to poliev 
is said to have caused a disagree- 
ment between Fowler and Ellmaker. 
the latter buying out the other. No 
other major changes. 





Gordon Picks "Em 

Job of Donald Gordon, of the 
American News Co., is to pick out 
potential best sellers. Uncanny 
success of Gordon in this post is 
said to have much influence on re- 
tail bookselling -oday. 

Majority of booksellers stock 
according to the Gordon 
with Gordon largely 
retail biz. 


up 
selections, 
influencing the 


} ly 
DOOK 


Clarke’s Rating 








Question Biog. 
i William P. Munsell, . 


yr 
ar 


book pub- | 


lisher of Chicago, was in the state’s 
lattorney’s office on complaints of 
lwo n who charged him with de- | 
laying delivery of a book in which 
| pict s and histories of their kin 
lwere to appear. 
| Tome is a biographical history of 
{Illinois and Munsell claims it’s not 
due til next year. 
‘Kabibble’ Trouble 
Harry Hershfield’s comic strip, 


shortened to ‘A. Kabibble,’ appeared 
but one dé in the New York 


wy 


os 





‘The Chastity of Gloria Boyd,’ Don 
Clarke's latest novel, will be pub- 
lished by Vanguard March 28. 

Prior to release, it has received 
AA rating of the American News, 
distributors, highest aceorded by 
that agency. 

Radio Comic’s Series 

Col. Stoopnagle (F. Chase Tay- 
lor), of the CBS radio team of Col 
Stoopnagle and Bud, starts a series 
of weeklyly comic stories for ‘Ilus- 
trated Detective,’ with the April is- 
sue. Published by the Tower Pub- 
lications, 

Mannix Passes 

Joseph T. Mannix 77 one of the 
oldest newspapermen in Minneapo 
is, died at his home there March 2 
following complications from an at- 
tack of the flu. He had been in 
poor health for months. 


Paris and an-| 


In addition to Capt. Billy Faw- 
cett’s two new ones along this line, 
‘Modern Mechanics and Inventiens’ 
;jand ‘The Mechanical Package Mag- 
|azine,’ William B. Ziff, pub- 
| tishes ‘Popular Aviation’ in Chi- 
is getting out a mag of 
type, entitled ‘Practical 


, 


who 


“aso, also 
ithe same 

| : 

| Mechanics.’ 


Unlike the old established ‘Popu- 
lar Mechanics Magazine,’ the Faw- 


aimed for 
1er than juve- 


cett and Ziff mags are 
} 


adult consumption rat] 


nile. Contain not only description 
but blue prints on how to make 
every sort of a gadget from a 


clothespin to a battleship. 

B. G. Davis, who edits 
Aviation,’ is editing ‘Practical 
chanics,’ also. 


‘Popular 
Me- 





Book Reissues 

A decrease in the selling price of 
novels in France, due to depres- 
sion, is felt in the springing up of 
many re-issues at ranging 
from 10 up, novels pre- 
viously selling at 60 cents. 
Latter is the top reached by 
ordinary paper novels, in 
France, 

Writers 


prices 
of 
48 
price 
bound 


cents 


or 


definite 
is usu- 
writers, 
Maurois, 
novel 
by 
the 
60 


are paid a 
percentage, Ten percent 
ally the top. price for 
highest paid being Andre 
who gets 20%. His latest 
‘Cercle de Famille’ published 
Bernard Grasset, is currently 
best fiction seller. It retails at 
cents. 


Mother, 70, of Sam Blair, editorial 
staff of the Chicago ‘Herald-Examie 
ner,’ die@ at her home in that city 
Feb. 29, 





Criterion Publishing Co., of Phil- 
adelphia, is launching three new 
local magazines to deal with sports, 
radio and moving pictures, 


Chatter 


Is Ben Hecht the subject of the 
anonymously-authored ‘My First 


Husband’? 

Thurley Stoneham doing an ‘Ed- 
gar Rice Burroughs.’ 

New story by the Graham broth- 
ers, who did ‘Queer People,’ is a 
tale about a prizefighter, entitled 
‘Only Human.’ 

Jean Wick arranged 
Achmed Abdullah-Faith 
collaboration. 
P.E.N. Club 
for Gerhart 
night (13). 
Sigurd Christianson, gaining in- 
ternational attention as a scribbler, 
is a post office employee in his na- 
tive Norway. 

Phillip Stack comes by his 
rhyming ability as a result of de- 
scent from Tom Moore, the Irish 
poet. Stack is better known as Don 
Wahn, 

Robert Frost’s daughter, Lesley 
Frost, a scribbler, too, but not of 
poetry. 

Sisley Huddleston foregoing 
aris scene for the while. 

Edward Dean Sullivan in town. 
James Truslow Adams away 
long, most everybody forgot 
American, 
Robert McBride getting out an- 
other one of Warwick Deeping’s old 
books, though Alfred Knopf is now 
Deeping’s publisher over here. 

H. R. Knickerbocker’s New York 
‘Evening Post’ articles on Germany 
will be published in book form by 
Farrar & Rinehart as ‘The German 
Crisis.’ 

Any good golfer has a_ swell 
chance of a job in Arthur Pell’s pub- 
lishing house, 

Neil Bell would like 
York, 

Lincoln MacVeagh abroad. 

Willard Huntington Wright has a 
dog, hence the new S. S. Van Dine 
detective story will be called ‘The 
Kennel Murder Case.’ 

Leyla Georgie often drops in 
her publisher’s to take a peek 
the royalty figures. 

inez L. Cohen (Mrs, Octavus Roy 
Cohen) will have a book out soon, 


the recent 
Baldwin 


dinner 
Sunday 


will throw 
Hauptmann 


a 


the 


s 


oO 
he’s 


to see New 


at 
at 


and maybe Bummin’ham, Ala., don't 
know it. 

Joseph C. Lincoln in Florida, ana 

| doesn’t miss Cape Cod at all. Golf, 

Rex Beach goes neither with Ray 
Long nor H. C. Kinsey, but with 
Farrar & Rinehart. 

W. E. Woodward used to be a 
ice-president of a business con- 
cern, but no one can remember 
whether it was the 36th or the 74th. 

Isaac Anderson how does Bruce 
Rae’s mystery story trick on the 
Times.’ 


James Henley, three years presi- 
}dent of Vanguard, has acquired sole 
‘ownership of the publishing firm. 
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MUSEC—NITE CLUBS 


Tuesday, March 8, 1932 














MUSIC 


GUIDE 
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Ln 





Limpid and Limp 


los Angeles, March 7. 
Vaude producer was inter- 





“WHEN WE’RE ALONE” 


(Penthouse Serer.ade) 


“RAIN ON THE ROOF” 


“WHO’S YOU'RE LITTLE 
WHO-ZIS” 


“TIRED” 
“LO AND BEHOLD” 
“JAZZ NOCTURNE” 


Shortly to be released, 3 hit songs from 
Maurice Chevalier’s Paramount— 
‘One Hour With You’’ 


FAMOUS MUSIC CORP. 
719-7th Ave., New York 


“My Mom” 
“Goodnight Moon” 
“An Ev’ning in Caroline” 
“Sometime in Summertime” 
“That Night” 

“I’m So in Love” 

“My Woman” 


DONALDSON, DOUGLAS 
& GUMBLE, Inc. 


1595 Broadway, New York 












RADIO, DANCE TALMEE HET 


“LADY OF SPAIN” 

WORLD BEGINS AND ENDS 
WITH YOU” 

“LOOK, HERE COMES A 
RAINBOW” 

GOOD NIGHT, NOT 
GOODBYE” 
“SOUTHERN MOON” 


SAM FOX PUB. CO. 


158-160 West 45th St., New York 
(Cleveland—Chicago—Los Angeles) 


“MY 


“KISS ME 











AGER, YELLEN & 
BORNSTEIN, Inc. 


“Auf Wiedersehen My Dear” 
“Sing a New Song” 


“You’re Foolin’ Yourself 
(When You Try to Fool Me)” 


“I’m Lost Without You, Sally” 


“There’s a Million Ways to Say 
I Love You” 


745 7th Ave., New York 








Remick Hits 


“CAN’T WE TALK IT OVER?” 
“THE MORE YOU HURT ME” 


“WHERE THE LILIES OF THE 
VALLEY GROW” 


“WHY DID IT HAVE TO 
BE ME?” 


“TOO LATE” 


REMICK MUSIC CORP. 
1657 Broadway, New York 





IRVING BERLIN, Inc. 


“ALL OF ME” 
THE SYCAMORE 
“STRANGERS” 


“I'LL MISS YOU IN THE EVENING” 
(Irving Berlin’s Latest) 


“I WANNA COUNT SHEEP TILL 
THE COWS COME HOME” 
“TIME ALONE WILL TELL” 


(European Sensation) 


“I CAN'T BELIEVE IT's 


“BY TREE” 


YOU” 


1607 Broadway, New York 








Variety In Hits 
“Devil and Deep Blue Sea” 
“You Rascal, You” 
“Twenty-One Years” 
“Bells of Avalon” 
“Wrong Number” 
“Blues in My Heart” 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
150 W. 46th St., New York 





“TIME ON MY HANDS” 
“TWO LOVES” 


CONCEDED HITS 
by the “Dear Old Public” 
As the old maestro would say 


MILLER MUSIC, Inc. 
62 W. 45th St., New York 








HARMS’ HITS 


“WHAT A LIFE” 
“CLOSE YOUR EYES” 
“DANCING ON THE CEILING” 
“| DON’T SUPPOSE” 

“DELISHIOUS” 


PROFESSIONAL OFFICES 
1657 Broadway, New York 





Witmarks-Hitmarks 


“Was That the Human 
Thing to Do?” 


“Put That Sun Back in 
the Sky” 

“By a Rippling Stream” 

“Where Were You Last 
Night?” 


M. WITMARK & SONS 
1657 Broadway, New York 


viewing prospective band lead- 
ers and remarked to one appli- 
cant: 

‘My, 
eves.’ 

‘You would, came the 
reply, ‘if you had been musical 
director for a diving Venus act 
as long as I have.’ 





but you have watery 


too,’ 











$1,800 AND 50% SPLIT 
ON COVERS FOR BUDDY 


Buddy Rogers and a 13-piece or- 
chestra go into the grill room of the 
Pennsylvania hotel, New York, 
March 28, for an indefinite engage- 





ment. Rogers, whose band will be 
billed as Buddy Rogers and his 
California Cavaliers, will get $1,800 


per week 
which is 
togers 


and 50% of the 
about $2 per plate. 
will remarn in 
room of the hotel as band leader 
until the warm weather arrives, 
when he will move up to the roof 
for the summer season. He will 
broadcast from the hotel on the NBC 
network thrice weekly, making his 
own announcements. 

Until Rogers comes in the S 
Watkins band remains at the Penn. 
The hotel job will have Rogers 
doubling from the Ziegfeld musical, 
‘Hot-Cha.’ 

The ex-screen juvenile will be 
joined for the summer roof season 
by Donald Novis, coast tenor, whom 
NBC has signed. Novis comes from 
the Cocoanut Grove, L. A. Arthur 
Franklin is at the piano of the 
Rogers combo. Franklin, song- 
writer and at one time in charge 
of Warner Bros. music dept. at the 
Hollywood studio, will be alternate 
conductor, 

Jeanette Loff, from pictures, will 
be with Rogers at the Pennsy, 
spotted in by the NBC as a special 
attraction. 


couvert, 


the grill 


Sammy 





PALACE DROPS HOOFING 
San Francisco, March 7. 

Palace hotel, city landmark and 
once one of the most popular en- 
tertainments here, does away with 
dancing in its main dining room 
March 13, when Mahlon Merrick’s 
orchestra bows out. y 
NBC Artists’ Bureau has sold 
Vinton La Ferrera with a concert 
group to the hotel for week night 
musie. On Saturday nights La 
Ferrera will head a South Ameri- 
can combo. Lou Emmel handled 
for NBC. 





HERE AND THERE 


Don Bigelow’s band, CBS, opens 
an indefinite engagement at the 
Eagles ballroom, Milwaukee, March 
19 with a CBS wire. 


CBS has taken over the booking 
of the Adolphus hotel, Dallas, with 
Hank Lishin the first band. Lishin 
opens March 9 and will get a local 
wire. 


After a week in New York from 
touring the mid-west, Jack Robbins 
hits the roau again this week for 
another trip. 








MARKS’ HITS 


Marta 

Mama Don’t Want No Peas 
Father of Land We Love 
Adios Muchachos 


(Good-bye Boys) 


Waitin’ for the Moon 
Little Gad-a-bout 


MARKS 


223 House 
West NEw YORK of 
46th St. Hits 


V3tC 











Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. 


“| FOUND YOU” 
“RIVER, STAY 'WAY FROM 
MY DOOR” 

“LIES” 

“SAY THAT YOU WERE TEAS- 
ING ME” 

“if | Ever Meet THE GIRL 
OF MY DREAMS” 
“LONESOME MELODY” 
“TAKE A PICTURE OF THE 
MOON” 

Capitol Theatre Building 
COR. BROADWAY & 51ST STREET 
NEW YORK 


Hogan Hancock band booked in- 
definitely at the Thomas Jefferson 
hotel, Birmingham, Ala. 


Harry Walker’s Broadway Dan- 
dies and Bert Mahoney‘s Trouba- 
dours furnishing floor show at the 


Ambassador Inn, Albany - Troy 
(N. Y.) Road. 
Jack Pettis’ band follows the 


Jack Miles outfit into the DeWitt 
Clinton H- tel, Albany, this week. 
Miles goes into the Parkway Res- 
taurant, Utica, for three weeks with 
a one-month road tour to follow. 
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Disc Reviews 


By Abel Green 





Louis Armstrong 
The torrid colored jazzist has de- 


teriorated, breaking up his heated 
jazzapation with too much vocal 
hokum, with the result that it’s 
neither hoof nor mouth Columbia 
(2590) released the better of the 
two, ‘I Got Rhythm’ and ‘You Can 
Depend On Me,’ sloughing oft an 


inferior couplet on his affiliated 
Okeh (41541). Latter is ‘Lazy River’ 
and ‘Georgia On My Mind.’ 

His more recent stuff picks up 
‘Kickin’ the Gong Around’ and ‘Be- 
tween the Devil and the Deep Blue 
ao rated so well that Columbia 

2600) and Okeh (41550) both re- 
coon the same back-ups. On Okeh 
(41552) the prolific Armstrong is 
tres hot with ‘Home’ and ‘All of 
Me,’ vocally and instrumentally per- 
verting these more or less smooth 
pops into characteristic Negroid 
ha-cha, 


Hylton- Reisman 

Jack Hylton fittingly 
‘Dancing on the Ceiling,’ 

ers-Hart hit from 

don) which is 

country. 


recorded 
the Rodg- 
‘Evergreen’ (Lon- 
now sweeping this 
Hylton of all European 
maestros alone has the American 
dance technique, combining the 
Whiteman-Reisman style with his 
own penchant for instrumental cres- 
ecendos, but withal turning out an 


always appealing product. On the 
reverse (Victor 22912) ‘There's 
Something in Your Eyes,’ by Leo 


Reisman, is equally noteworthy. 





Lorand- Bela 
Imported 12-inch disk by Colum- 
bia (G-50317-D) combines two clas- 


sics, Lehar’s ‘Zigeunerliebe’ (‘Gypsy 
Love’) and Johann Strauss’ ‘Die 
Fledermaus’ (‘The Eat’) under the 


expert batons of Edith Lorand and 
Dajos Bela. Fraulein Lorand, like 


Bela, whose Hotel Adlon, Berlin, 
concert orchestra is world-famous, 
delights continentals at various 


high spots in the mid-Europa met- 
ropolises. 


Mahatma Gandhi 

On Col. 2069, an imported record- 
ing, with M. K. Gandhi's official 
legal signature on the label, the 
Hindu statesman delivers a ‘Spir- 
itual Message’ in two parts which 
is as poor an example of obsolete 
recording as possible. Linguistically 
blurry, the foreign recording must 
have been the quickiest of quickies. 
Holds little appeal, even for the 
most curious. 


Red McKenzie 

This crooner has an individual 
style, a heritage from his old 
Mound City Blue Blowers’ days. 
Paul Whiteman just signed him, 
which means McKenzie will be 
heard henceforth on Victor. Here 
(Columbia 2620), his ‘Can’t We Talk 
It Over?’ and ‘There’s Something in 
Your Eyes’ register nicely. 

Plokene Sisters 

Novelty trio is parenthetically de- 
noted as being ‘from Georgia.’ They 
evidence a nice vocal delivery with 
some nifty harmonics in ‘Was That 
the Human Thing to Do?’ and ‘Good 
Night Moon’ (Walter Donaldson). 
The Pickens have just been signed 
by NBC and are in for a radio 
build-up. They should click. This 
is their test Victor recording coup- 
let, which was immediately sent out. 


Rollin’ Smith 
Rollin’ Smith’s Melodians 
novelty vocal quartet with 


piano 
and guitar accompanist, 


but, like 


a whole jazz band with their novel 
vocal calisthenics. Smith is on both 
of the NBC networks for General 
Motors, thus accounting for the Viec- 


‘Some of ‘*hese Days’ and 
Got Nobody’ as their current entry. 
Good novelty stuff. 





Jack Denny 
‘Auf Wiedersehen, My Dear’ and 
‘There’s a Million Ways to Say I 


Love You’ are Jack Denny’s assign- 
ments, and capitally done. Denny 
has just shifted down from the Mt. 
Royal hotel, Montreal, 
dorf-Astoria, New York, owing a 
good deal of his recent prominence 
to the NBC-Lucky Strike broad- 
casts. 


Skeeter Skoot 
Whoever the Skeeter is, 
mean ’un. After Louis Armstrong’s 
‘I'l! Be Glad When You’re Dead You 








“KISS ME GOODNIGHT” 
“STOP THE SUN, STOP THE 
MOON (My Man’s Gone)” 


“YOU'RE THE ONE 


(You Beautiful Son-of-a-Gun)” 


“You Only Want Me 
WHEN NOBODY ELSE IS 
AROUND” 


“EV’RY TIME MY HEART 
BEATS” 


DeSYLVA, BROWN 
& HENDERSON, Inc. 


745-7th Ave., New York 





CAL 


JACK YELLEN 


INCORPORATED 
1674 BROADWAY 
Corner 52nd St., New York 
“That’s What Heaven 
Means to Me” 
“You’re Still in My Heart” 
“1 Forgive You” 
“How About You and Me?” 
“Y’Got Me, Baby” 








“Il Wish 1! Could Leave You 
Alone” 
“Let That Be a Lesson to You” 


“After the Dance Was Over” 


OLMAN Music Corp. 


745-7th Ave., New York 





| Rascal, You,’ Skeeter Skoot’s 





Yellen in Chi. 
Jack Yellen has gone on a general 
western trip to 
Chi. 





Plans establishing Chi. branch 





“Oh What a Thrill” 
“Shadows on the Window” 
“My Little Swanee Sue” 
“Waltz Me to Sleep in 
Your Arms” 


| Davis, Coots & Engel, Inc. 


719-7th Ave... New York 








and make othe’ appointments. 





Tom Gerun takes his band out of 
the Bal Tabarin, Frisco, March 23 


going on a four months’ jaunt to 
New Orleans and Chicago. Jimmy 


Joy’s orchestra, from Denver, re- 

















here prem emnnngy 


places Gerun. 


are a 


the Mills Bros. trio, they sound like | 


tor recording affiliation (22930) with | 
‘I Ain't | 


to the Wal- | 


he’s a 


| straight vocal rendition tops every- | 


finally anchor a | 


thing, being devoid of Armstrong's 
instrumental eccentricities. Skoot, 
presumably of Harlem vintage, in. 
terjects his own larynx v ariations, 
which are plenty hot. ‘All of Me’ 
the companion piece (Okeh 41549) 
Arden-Ohman 

‘Of Thee I Sing’ and ‘Who Cares?’ 
both from that Gershwin musical, ag 
done by the Victor Arden-Phil 
Ohman orchestras, sound more dis« 
| tinctive instrumentally than othere 
wise. 3ut like most all Gershwine« 
| iana, the tunes require time to grow 
and ultimately take on a more laste 
ing flavor than the rest. Oke aa. 2e 
stuff. Victor 22911. 

Sylvia Froos 

‘When We're Alone’ (Penthouse 
Serenade) and ‘Snuggled On Your 
Shoulder, make good material for 
Sylvia Froos’ vocal style. The NBC 
songstress is especially effective 
with ‘Alone,’ which came out of the 
west, where it started in Eddie 
Lambert’s ‘Nine o’Clock Revue; 
proving a better song individually 
than the rest of the production. 











Paul Whiteman 

‘Sylvia’ (Clinton Scollard-Oley 
Speaks) and Franz Lahar’s ‘Vilia’ 
from ‘Merry Widow’ are both class 
entries for the Whiteman baton, 
Melodic fox-trots, musicianly, vet 
dancingly delivered, they are fur- 
ther distinguished by Jack Fulton's 
vocal interludes. 





Erno Rapee 

‘This Is the Mrs.’ and the ‘Merry 
Widow’ waltz are split up into two 
sections by Rapee, with Paul Siuall 
vocalizing the fox-trot from ‘Scan- 
dals.’ Two songs, under Rapee, on 
a 15¢e. disk (Hit of the Week) isn’t 
a bad buy even these days. 

Reisman- Hylton 

Leo Reisman and Jack Hylton’s 
imported recording make a swell 
tango couplet with ‘Jalousie’ and ‘O 
Cara Mia’ (Brodzky), the latter of 
European vintage. ‘Jealousy’ is by 
Jacob Gade and the more familiar 
of the two, to which Vera Sloom, 
the congressman’s daughter, set the 
lyrics. Both maestros do their mu- 
sical stuff with much eclat and fin- 
ish. Victor 22928. 


Mickey Alpert 
Conventional fox-trotology by 
Mickey Alpert’s musical cohorts on 


Columbia 2614, ‘Rain on the Roof’ 
and ‘Auf Wiedersehen.’ Both have 
vocals. Latter is one of the real 
current song outstanders. 
Ben Selvin 
Equally conventional, although 
satisfactory enough are ‘Just 


Friends’ and ‘Dancing On the Ceile 
in’ by Ben Selvin. Latter has the 
advantage of two w.k. songs. 





ENRIC 
MADRIGUERA 


AND HIS ORCH. 
Biltmore Hotel, New York 
Broadcasting Via WABC 


Featuring: 


‘SOMEBODY 
LOVES 
YOU’ 


JOE MORRIS MUSIC CO. 
1587 Broadway, New York 
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and His Orchestra 
CLUB FORREST 


NEW ORLEANS, LA. 
MANAGEMENT: MUSIC CORP. OF 4M 
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American Publishers’ Auditions Plan 


For Foreign Small Rights’ Revenue 


A plan to collect foreign music 
poyalties on public performance of 
incidental music is as revolutionary 
as it’s ambitious, It is being for- 
mulated in America for the dual 
penefit of picture producers and 
music publishers. 

It is intended to make European 
and other non-American film ex- 
hibitors pay for the small music 
rights. It refers to thematic or 
cued music, and not to the out- 
standing theme songs which come 
ynder world’s copyrights. 

Covered are the cued orchestral 
backgrounds now in all sound films, 
gnderlying the dialog. It has been 
discovered by music men such as 
Sam Fox and Campbell-Connelly, 
the English music publishers now 
in America, that the French and 
English exhibs can be made to pay 


for these small thematic music 
rights. 
There are sundry technical pro- 


visions which must be adhered to. 
For one thing, such collections can 
be made solely through French 
companies. Whereupon, in antici- 
pation, both Editions Sam Fox and 
Editions Campbell-Connelly have 
been in existence for France, for 
gome time. Otherwise, the Amer- 
fean film producer and his Amer- 
fean music publishing associate 
would have to operate through one 
ef the other French publishers such 
as Editions Francis Day, S. A. or 
Francis Salabert. 
Easy Technicalities 


In England, it will not be neces- 
fary, avers Julian T. Abeles, who is 
counsel for these insurgent pub- 
lishers, to publish these thematics. 
Just filing of notice of copyright 
with the British Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers is 
sullicient. 

In France, there must be some 
form of publication, but such pub- 
lication need not be elaborate and 


on'y a photostat copy of the cue 
sheets would suffice for purposes 
of technical ‘publication’ in order 


to enable the French Society of Au- 
thors & Composers to levy its mu- 
Bic taxes. 








Spitalny Leaves B. & K. 
After 8 Yrs. for Radio 


Chicago, March 7. 

Turning in his resignation last 
week to Balaban & Katz, H. Leo- 
pold Spitalny, music director of the 
Chicago theatre, will leave April 1. 
Spitalny’s withdrawal after eight 
years followed his recently acquired 
radio activities, which have been 
taking most of his time. 

For the past four years Spitalny 
has been in the pit of the Chicago, 
also working with the production 
department. 

He is now handling the Sheaffer 
Pen and Kellogg Food Town Pops 
accounts on the air. 





‘Jungle’ Settlement 


Nacio Herb Brown and Arthur 
Freed settled a plagiarism suit on 
‘Chant of the Jungle’ for $500 with 
William Peters, which resulted in 
several thousands of dollars being 
tied up with Metro and Robbins 
Music Co. The money was auto- 
matically released with settlement 
of the suit. 

Brown was slated to come east 
from Hollywood for the trial but 
didn’t. 





Chi Bands Hop 
Chicago, March 7. 
Bernie Kane orchestra departs 
the Congress hotel ballroom here 
March 12 and shifts to the Ken- 
more hotel, Albany, March 24. 
Ace Brigode band slated for the 


Merry Garden ballroom here on 
March 26 for an indefinite sojourn. 





Busse’s Sound Short 
New Haven, March 7. 
Kearney Walton, m. c., Eddie 
Weaver, organist, and Henry Busse, 
conductor, at the Paramount mak- 
ing a sound short for Phelps Film 
Co. 





Mary Bravo, formerly with Wit- 
mark, now with Jack Yellen Music. 





Pe. 


Inside Stuff—Music 





Popularly regarded as more or less of an ‘achievement’ work, rather 
than a commercial proposition. George Gershwin’s ‘Rhapsodie in Blue’ 
has earned quite a bit of money for the composer considering his 50c. 
Toyalty on every $2.50 orchestration sold. 

Some 100,000 have been purchased, which is an item of $50,000 alone 


for the composer. 


versal when that company made ‘King of Jazz,’ with 


He also received $50,000 in a lump sum from Uni- 


2aul Whiteman, in 


addition to which there’s a fee for every public performance ranging 


from $20 to $50 each time it is rendered. 


Considering that there’s always 


one Publix unit or other picture house presentation using ‘Rhapsodie’ 


strains, that adds up considerably. 


On top of this, for example, Lew 


Leslie is paying Gershwin $125 weekly royalty for the run of the ‘Rhap- 
sodie in Black,’ colored show now current in Chi. 





Argues one music man, if the big league stations are curtailing the 
plugs to twice a night per song, then why not cut down on the number 


of song publications? 


It is contended that this would increase the sales 


and prolong the longevity of the songs which do receive this plugging. 
More and more songs issued will not increase a publisher’s revenue as 


the air is limited to the degree where only the hits are played. 


So much 


go that the stations themselves were compelled to rule that any one 
gong can be repeated only twice on the air per evening per station. 





The bootleg song sheet situation in Washington is said to be worse 


than in any other spot in the country. 


In that district the vendors are 


reported peddling their illegal sheets in front of the Kresge stores which 


have sheet music for sale. 


Because of it being a Federal district, a special regulation must be 


Passed if the practice is to be halted. 


American Society of Composers, 


Authors & Publishers has one or two representatives in Washington to 
do something to correct the evil, but not much action to date. 





In a closed meeting, held on the steps of the Roosevelt hotel, Holly- 


wood, the Rocky Mountain Song 


Writers’ 


Protective Ass'n drummed 


Willie Raskin, missing president, out of its ranks because of desertion. 
Due to hostilities in the far east, the song writing guild has changed 


its name to the 
Ass'n, 


tocky Mountain, Shanghai and Manchuria Song Writers’ 


Free mailing of orchestrations to leaders’ homes and to theatres has 


been markedly curtailed in the industry. 
Orchestras are not as freely covered as in the past. 
Major attention with the ‘indoor plugs’ (non-ether) carefully edited for 


the free music handouts. 


Just the high spots are covered 
Radio gets the 


——__——» 


Nick Kenny, radio columnist for 
American 


s0ngwriter-member of the 


‘Mirror,’ was made an 


of Composers, 


the 


Society 


Publishers at the last meeting of the Songwriters’ Board. 
Bing Crosby has also applied for membership. 


Majority of the music jobbers now 


dealers than ever before. 


— 


have more money outstanding fron 


Dealers are finding it difficult to meet payments on time. 


On the matter of cut-ins, one 
Most notorious royalty chiselers. 


anything they sing or play. 


maestro 


and one singer are 


They ask for a cut on everything and | 





acti e 
Authors & 


Taking No Chances 





With song sheet sales what 
they are, accepting a cut-in is 
now regarded almost as a lia- 
bility by some of the radio 
personalities who hold them- 
selves aloof from this chiseling. 
‘We're apt to be assessed,’ says 
one, ‘on the theory that you 
must share the losses along 
with the profits.’ 


$82,000 LOSS ENDS CHI 
SYMPHONY’S 41-YR. RUN 


Chicago, March 7. 
Dropping $82,000 the first 28 
weeks of this season, the Chicago 
Symphony orchestra is folding up 
aiter 41 years of activity. By 
agreement with the musicians’ 
union the organization can suspend 
on grounds of financial conditions. 
Last appearance of the Symphony 
will be April 9, when director Fred- 
erick Stock will lay away his baton. 














Last year the operating loss was 
set down at $40,000. In the past 
10 years the pay roll of the or- 


50% 


chestra has increased almost O> 
going up from $180,000 to $268,000. 
Musicians’ minimum scale is $90 a 
week, 


Gordon-Revel Difficulties 
With Shuberts Settled 


Differences pnetween the Shuberts 
and Mack Gordon and Harry Revel, 
songwriters, over back royalties due 
fram three musical attractions, have 
been adjusted. 

Composers figured in the scores of 
‘Everybody’s Welcome,’ ‘Smiling 
Faces’ and ‘Marching By.’ They 
claim, however, that because of 
the dispute several of their num- 
bers in ‘Marching By’ had been 
arbitrarily removed between the 
time this show closed in Chicago 
and opened in New York last week. 








More Meetings 


Music Publishers’ Protective As- 
sociation will call a meeting this 
week or next to discuss the deci- 
sions reached by the publishers and 
songwriters regarding a standard 
form of agreement. 

Meetings between both factions 
were held for some time at Sigmund 
Romberg’s home until a month ago. 
Action on the agreements reached 
between the two groups was de- 
layed by the M.P.P.A., due to a 
number of the publishers being out 
of town the past few weeks. 





ROXY ON FAIR BOARD 
Chicago, March 7. 

World’s Fair music committee 
appointed S. L. Rothafel, ‘Roxy,’ a 
member of that department. 

Roxy was here last week as guest 
of honor at a luncheon given by fair 
officials, 





Smith’s Interest 
Sammy Smith has joined Mack 
Stark Music with a financial inter- 
est in the company. 
Smith previously was with Sha- 
piro-Bernstein. 


Without 500-1,000 Outlets, Woolworth 7 
Deal Not Desirable, Say Publishers 


+ 





Brunswick Gets Hylton 
Recordings for U. S. 





|ish recordings are being released by 
| . . . . 

| Victor in this country, will be un- 
i the Brunswick label in the fu- 
| ture. Brunswick may import some 
}of the Decca ‘mother’ recordings of 
Hylton’s orchestra. Decca is a new 
| 6-shilling firm in England 
| Which has Hylton under contract. 


dise 


| Hylton left His Master's Voice, | space for 
the Victor’s British affiliate, over the | 


songs assigned him. H.M.V. argued 
that Aylton’s constant concert tour- 
ing on the Continent circumvented 
assigning him the most topical pop 
hits. Decca meantime guaranteed 
| Hylton $250,000 for five years, 


'Robbins-M-G Adjustment 
May Change ‘D’ Rating 





By a deal which Jack Robbins 
has effected with his foreign af- 


filiates in England, France and 


Robbins 
be the copyright 


Australia, Music hereafter 


will owners and 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer will be elim- 
inated as the technical holder of 
such copyrights. 

This the technical 


jam which set Robbins back into the 


may adjust 


‘D’ class rating in the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers. Latter had _ insisted 
that M-G-M, as the copyright 
owners, could not participate in the 
Society’s royalty earnings from 
public performance rights as Metro 
was not a member of the Society. 
The picture company refused to 
join as it didn’t want to become 
complicated on copyright techni- 


calities in forcign countries where 
some unfriendly music publisher 
might tie up the exhibition of a 


Metro film because of a bar of mu- 
sic or a song. 

It was this reason that Robbins. 
when making its original tie-up 
with Metro, whereby the latter ob- 
tained 51 % control of Robbins Mu- 
sic Corp., vested all copyrights in 
M-G-M. This made Metro domi- 
nant in any and all song rights and 
could thus circumvent any copy- 
right complications over songs. 

Jack Robbins, petitioning for a 
re-rating, arranged with David 
Bernstein, the Loew’s, Inc., trea- 
surer, to reinstate copyright own- 
ership in the name of the Robbins 
Music Corp. This necessitated par- 
leys and adjustments with D. Davis, 
Australia, and Francis-Day, Eng- 
land and France, who have the Rob- 
bins’ music catalog rights for that 
territory. Both foreign countries 
were accorded one year’s free use 
of Robbins music in exchange for 
relinquishing any technical claims 
which might jam up Metro on its 
film releases abroad. 








Amer. News Steps 


Out as 10c Sheet 


Try Flops—Guild’s New 20c Deal 





The 10c sheet music published by 
the Song Hit Guild and distributed 
by the American News Company is 
being withdrawn from all news- 
stands by the latter as an un- 
profitable venture. The news com- 
pany undertook the distribution of 
sheet music for 10c, retailing to its 
outlets under an arrangement with 
the publishing firm. It didn’t de- 
velop as well as expected and the 
American News now states it can’t 


the stands are handling eight tunes 
Racks were supplied by the pub- 





the two 


| lishers. 
Rosette’s Contention 
When the agreement was first en- 


tered into the arrangement was to 
increase monthly in number of out- 
lets and eventually distribute on 
more than 30,000 newsstands. The 
songs were at first placed on but 
10,000 and currently are on 15,000. 

George Rosette, president of Song 
Hit Guild, declares the 10c price is 


a success as far as his firm is con- 


cerned, inasmuch as it showed a 
profit. This statement contradicts 
that of the American News. 


Rosette declares the reason his firm 
split with American News is that 





see any reason to continue. 

Song Hit Guild commenced ac- 
tivities the last September unde! 
a six months’ arrangement with | 
American News whereby the latte) 
was to distribute all songs pub- 
lished by the former. Americal! 
News paid 4%c per song and 
whole led to their dealers for 7% 
Original intention was to pla 
song per month on the stands, but 
this was later extended. Current]; 


jhe slapped « $10,000 suit against 


ine news company over a Maga- 


| zine he published, 
Ji te is entering into a new 
sere ent with the General Maga- 
| zi e ( p. to distribute sheet music 
lon a similar basis, but at a new re- 
tuil price of 20c. Rosett has in- 
}corporated a new company called 
Maj l M 1 This agreement 
gx » eTLecCt a it March 15. 


Song Hit Guild bought all ma- 
from songwriters outright, 
with no royalties. Majestic will pay 


a minimum royalty. 


terial 


Jack Hylton, some of whose Brit- | 


{ing well 
| With mild threats to oust sheet mue 


-_—_—_ 


Unless Woolworth fuarantees the 
music publishers 500 to 1.000 store 
outlets for 20e music it wouldn't be 
worth while for the industry to es- 
| tablish a 20c precedent, publishers 
| helieve. 


For Woolworth to use the 
| publishers as a testing medium in 
20 or i00 stores would not do. 


i 
' 
/ Kresge 


about the 


syndicate is squawking 
counters not pay- 


themselves, 





music 
enough for 


the and that 
quicker turnover items, 
Kresge sells at 35c. and 40c., which 
may be one reason, 

Music men agree that conditions 
may account for the need to chop 
to 20c., which will mean a 12%¢6e, 
wholesale price. But Woolworth’s 
will have to play ball. 

It may mean the general adoption 
of sheet music in two pages, an 
idea which Feist is trying out. Wit- 


. 1- _ 
StOCK use 


sic from 


marks tried it with one or two 
songs and then reverted to three 


sheet songs, on the conclusion that 
two sheets crowded the music and 
lyrics too much and made them dif- 
ficult to read around a piano. But 
with the 20c Woolworth price this 
will be in line with general econe 
omies, 
Paine Meeting Store Men 

John Paine, chairman of the Mue 
sic Publishers’ Protective Associa«- 
tion, will convene with execs of the 
Woolworth chain shortly regarding 
the 20c price. The entire music 
trade is desirous of having Woole- 
worth handle sheet music if the 20e 
price is adopted for the whole 
chain. 

Every publisher ts anxious to see 
Woolworth put back sheet music in 
its stores after 13 years. Even jobe- 
bers, who, it was believed, would 
be the first to oppose this, due to 
dealers being unable to compete 
with the Woolworth draw and price, 
ave in favor of gaining the syndi- 
cate outlets. The jobbers say that, 
although it will mean a smaller 
margin of profit per copy for them, 
the volume will make up for this, 
Jobbers expect volume through the 
lowered price and through Wool- 
worth reviving an interest in sheet 
music by carrying it. 

It is also said that it will be 
necessary for publishers to give 
Woolworth a guarantee regarding 
the 20c price; to effect that it will 
not be raised for a long period. 

Woolworth in 191f, when the 
publishers increased the retail price 
from 10c to 25c and the syndicate 
was forced to throw sheet music 
off its counters, scrapped about 
$750,000 in store implements, such 
as the counters, racks, pianos, etc. 
It is estimated it will cost Wool- 
worth at least $200,000 to install 
sheet music again, including cost 
of counters and pianos. 





Whiteman and Lopez 
Get Olympiad Offers 


Olympiad activities on the west 
coast may bring both Paul White- 
man and Vincent Lopez with their 
orchestras to California. Lopez has 
a $4,000 bid for the Cocoanut Grove 
(Hotel Ambasssc.dor), Lo: Angeles. 

Whiteman will do _ personals 
which will take him into the RKO 
Orpheums in 8S. F. and L. A. He 
completed an intensive week of 
Victor recording last week before 
going to Boston for RKO. 








2 Chi Reopenings 
Chicago, March 7. 

Local nite life gets the addition 
of a couple more spots. Loop cellar 
niterie, formerly known as the 
Showboat, reopened last week un- 
der the label of the Kentucky Club. 
Jimmy Garrigan band on the plate 
form for a four-week grind. 

Out on the westside the former 
Chinese Golden Pumpkin will) be re- 
lighted within the month. Mickey 
Rafferty, operator of the Triangle 
Club, is remodeling the place in the 
modernistic fashion. Paul Specht 
band slated to start off. 

Gene Morgan Pyramiding 
Hiolly wood, March 7. 

Gene Morgan went into the 
Pvramid Cafe Saturday (5) with his 
own band. Heads a syndicate 
that took the place over. 

Morgan is a former Fanchon & 
| Marco m. c. and has made some 
comedy shorts, 


new 
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Chi Radio Time Feels Squeeze as 
Politicians Swap Stump for Mike 





Chicago, March 7. 


Local radio stations are running 
into a flock of headaches which are 
slated to recur daily until April 
21, when the primary elections go 
to bat Politicians are flooding the 
studios with requests and demands 
for time in which to tell the pub- 
lic why they're the best man for 
the official job. 

So far, oke But the knife-twist 
comes when the new law concern- 
ing the broadcasting of political 
Spiels is eyed. Law stipulates that 
if one political gent gets an op- 


portunity to yodel his charms over 


any transmitter, his opponents 
must be given the same mike rights. 
The headaches come when it’s 
counted on the fingers that there 


are more than 150 blushing candi- 


date for municipal, county and 
state seats. 
Stations are being sweated fo1 


time on which to squeeze these air- 
stumpers. While the boys must 
pay for the minutes like any other 
commercial the stations are finding 
it tough to clear enough sessions 
to take care of the lot. This is par 
ticularly so because the politicians 
are proving that they're wise to 
the best time for speeches. They 
want the ace evening hours, which 
are already covered by the regu- 
lar commercial advertisers. Wires, 
strings and ropes are being pulled 
aound this town by these political 












Sunday Nights 
9 to 9:30 P. M. 


Starting 
Mar. 13 








Ever-Ready 
Safety Razor Program 


Sponsored by 


AMERICAN SAFETY 
RAZOR COMPANY 





seekers to grab oft the best time 
on the air, 
Most of the transmitters are 


managing to clear roorn for at least 


one claim-artist i night, though 
many have two and three an eve 
ning This is another great in- 
somnia-maker for the station-mas- 
ters who are sweating to keep the 
political speeches from following 
each other on the ail When they 
have two speakers for an evening 
the stations are trying to put one 
on early and the other late, to 
space them far apart so that the 
audience won't become too fed up 
on tax, school-board and crime 


harangues. 
No Spot Spiels 
Many politicians have come for- 
ward in attempts tc place only spot 
announcements, but: thus far the 
transmitters have not gone for this 


item, figuring it too much like di- 
rect plugging. Even in the regu- 
lar announcements ox the speakers 


all mention of the political nature 
of the coming program is cautious- 
ly avoided by the stations. In 
most instances, the station an- 
nouncement coldly informs the au- 
dience that ‘for the next 15 min- 
utes the facilities of this station 
will be used by Mr. Thusandthus.’ 

All speeches by the political boys 
are being carefully pre-read_ to 
eliminate all libel and _ slander 
angles. 

Of unusual note is the statement 
by the studios that the public ap- 
pears to be strangely interested in 
the political speeches at present. 
They blame it on the depression. 
When the politicians went on the 
ether some four years ago the lis- 
teners paid little attention, but the 
hot-air on currently is getting reg- 
ular mail response, asking for fur- 
ther information and literature, of- 
fering boosts, suggestions and ar- 
guments. This turn of the public’s 
mind is attributed to the state of 
economic and governmental affairs 
today, with schools closing and 
teachers unpaid, rising taxes, and 
the crime and graft news that has 
been swatting the front pages of 
the dailies. 
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TRACY 


EXTRA ADDED FEATURE 


THIS WEEK, MARCH 5 
LOEW’S, JERSEY CITY 


LOEW’S, PENN - PITTSBURGH 
WEEK MARCH 12 


LOEW’S STATE, NEW YORK 
WEEK MARCH 19 


Just Completed New York RKO 
Record Breaking Tour 


FAMED 

















Broadcasts Over WABC-C.B.S. 
and Entire Network 


Monday and Wednesday—10:45 P. M. 
Friday (Pillsbury Pageant) —9 P. M. 
Sunday—12:45 P. M. 


Exclusive Management Col. Artist Bureau 
Columbia Broadcasting Co. 

















40 Auditions 


March 7, 

Record for the number of 
auditions held by a commer- 
cial to pick an ether program 
goes to Reed, Murdock com- 
pany, local wholesale grocers. 

Three months have passed 
since the food packers decided 
to take crack at radio adver- 
tising In that time they’ve 
listened to over 40 auditions, 
with the firm no nearer 
choice now than it when 
it started the search. 


Trade Titles 
Over Personal 
Names on Air 


Chicago, 


its 


was 











In line with radio’s desire to tone 
down the personal ego on the air is 
the decided intention to build up 
trade names or noms-de-ether 
which will take on a commercial 
association with the advertiser’s 
brand. Since radio can build up 
reputations like Vallee, Crosby, Co- 
lumbo, Downey, et al. it is now 
intent on building up pueudonyms 
for personalities, which by very 
«ssociation of idea, will exploit the 
advertising brand. 


For example, Olive Palmer and 
Paul Oliver, the singers on the 
Palmolive hour, very decidedly 


bring to mind the soap brand at all 
times. Whatever Miss Palmer’s and 
Mr. Oliver’s actual names, they are 
not as well enough known now as un- 
der their noms-de-radio. In truth, 
both had these ether trade names 
legalized in court. Obviously, the ad- 
vantage is that wherever Oliver or 
Miss Palmer go or play, their very 
names constitute a constant adv. 
for the soap brand. 

Billy Jones and Ernest Hare are 
others who were submerged under 
the radio trade names of the Hap- 
piness Boys and later the Inter- 
woven Pair, so that this billing on 
theatre marquees and on phono- 
graph records, along with the radio, 
were constant reminders to the pub- 
lic mind of Happiness candy or a 
pair of Interwoven sox. 

‘Sisters of the Skillet’ can do 
nothing but bring to mind Procter 
& Gamble’s Chipso soap, while ac- 
tually Ralph East and Eddie Dumke 
are nonenities save to the radio 
insiders, 

Similarly Stoopnagle and Bud 
will bring up a commercial asso- 
ciation with Ivory soap, whereas 
Chase Taylor and Fud Hulick, their 
actual names, are unknown. 

The ‘Street Singer’ has a more 
definite association with Pillsbury 
flour than Arthur Tracy. The coined 
billing of Silver-Masked Tenor in- 
stead of Joe White, ex-Witmark 
songplugger who got a radio break 
at the time, meant more to build up 
the Goodrich Silvertown cord tires 


than had the actual name been 
used. 

Now when Alice Joy goes out on 
persona: appearances she will 


establish a decided public-minded 
association with Prince Albert to- 
bacco wnose slogan is ‘joy smoke,’ 
hence Alice Joy, nee Frances Hol- 
brooke. 





Coffee Co. Temporarily 
Doubling on CBS-NBC 


Maxwell House Coffee, which 
started a series of thrice weekly 
broadcasts on the CBS network last 
night (Monday), will double between 
NBC and CBS until April 7, when it 
goes off NBC. Don Voorhees, or- 
chestra leader for the NBC periods, 


will also be featured on the CBS 
broadcasts, with Lanny Ross as 
vocalist. 


Maxwell is handled by the Erwin- 
Wasey agency, which on April 7 will 
turn the ‘Real Folks’ program over 
to another commercial. ‘Real Folks’ 
is currently on CBS, with Log Cabin 
Syrup as sponsor. On April 7 Post 
Toasties will take over this series, 
which switches to the NBC network 
on Thursdays, utilizing the same 
time and stations formerly occupied 
by the Maxwell House broadcasts. 





Trio’s New Try 

Record Boys, Frank Kamplain, Al 
Bernard and J. Russel Robinson, 
have reunited and are on over WOR. 

Trio split up when Robinson went 
songwriting and vaude piano ac- 
companist, with Kamplain and Ber- 
nard doing their stuff as a team. 








CHI AIR BOOTLEGGER 
NABBED IN 36 HOURS 


Chicago, March 7. 

Setting something of a record in 
bootleg-station detection, H. D. 
Hayes, local United States radio 
supervisor, last week nabbed a su- 
brrban air-bootlegger within 36 
hours after the fake 
started. 

Airlegger 





had set 


up a 


station out in Rogers Park and was 
} 


rebroadcasting the programs of all 


transmitter | 


five-watt | 


NBC Into Huddle 


As Freelancers Gain 
Radio Writing Jobs 


Chicago, 





March 7, 
director of 
NBC's continuity department here 

“* 


George Redmond, 





was called in to the network’s New 


York office last week for a ways 


Ss and 
ijrmeans conference. Huddle resulted 
‘rom the chain’s concern over its 


the high-powered Chicago stations | ine reasing loss of program writing 
from WIBO to KYW anda using | *Ssignments to freelance radio au- 
them for his own commercial an- | thors, engaged direct by network 
nouncements. Calling himself the|®ccounts. This pertains particular. 
Rogers Park Community Station,|!y to serial script shows, 

the unlicensed operator, John Lozier, | In recent weeks Redmond has 
was also offering his own services| spent most of his time on the road, 


as radio technician and repair man. 

This is the first instance of boot- 
legging transmitters in this vicin- 
ity in a long while. Although the 
maximum penalty for the offense is 
understood to be five years and $5,- 


000, it is assumed by the radio 
supervisor’s office here that no 
drastic penalty will be meted out 


because of the financial condition of 
the airlegger, and because of the 
circumstances of the case. 


STATION TO DEPOT 





Travel Promotion on Its Own 
KNX Idea 
Los Angeles, March 7. 
Success of New Orleans radio 
stations in promoting train excur- 
sions to the U. S. C.-Tulane game 
and netting a tidy profit has in- 


spired KNX locally to try a varia- 
tion of the same stunt. 

A trip to the desert March 20 is 
now being plugged over the air. 
Station buys the train accommoda- 
tions, resells to the listeners-in who 
are innocylated with the travel bug 


through the microphone. 
Later, other excursions to Yel- 
lowstone Park and Boulder Dam 


are proposed. 


Gambling Ships Not So 
Proper, Commish Hints 


Los Angeles, March 7. 
Gambling ship plugs on the air 
have been frowned upon by the Ra- 
dio Commission. 
KMTR is said to have followed a 


Federal hint to close its ship ac- 
counts. KTM, wanting a license 
renewal, is having its programs 
checked, 





ANOTHER TEXAS INDIE 


Dallas, March 7. 

Another broadcaster, KCMC, added 
to Texas’ growing indie list. Station 
located at Texarkana, strategic point 
for four-way outlet—Arkansas, east 
Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, 

Operated by Charles M. Conway, 
owner of Grim hotel, where studios 
are located. 





Lady Esther Adds Show 
Chicago, March 7. 
In addition to its Sunday after- 


noon half hour over NBC, Lady 
Esther cosmetic is taking over a 
15-minute period midweek on the 


same network, with the Wayne 
King band filling both assignments. 








Radio Engagements 


Doris Robbins, Margery Maxwell, 
l_arold S‘anton for specialties on 
Ioodtown Pops discs. 

William Daly’s orchestra replaces 
Josef Pasternack on the Hoffman 
Hour, WOR, Starting Friday (11), 
and Mary McCoy, soprano, sup- 
plants Lois Bennett. Rest of the 
talent line-up remains the same. 


contacting network advertisers o- 
their agency reps to keep himself 
apprised of their continuity wants 
and to retain this phase of the busi- 
ness for his organization. 





Union Won’t Let Kate’s 
Welcome Bands B’deast 


Because the Chicago local of the 
American Federation of Musicians 
will not permit either the American 
Legion or Fireman's band to broad- 
cast at the Chicago reception to 
Kate Smith when the latter arrives 
in that city Saturday (12) to open 
at the RKO Palace, the entire re- 
ception may be barred from the air. 


CBS is attempting to arrange 


matters. Besides the band, Miss 
Smith will be met at the station by 
Ben Bernie and others. 








‘J.B.’nMae’ 


Sponsored by 


PROCTER & GAMBLE 
(American Family Soap) 


Station WBBM 


Each Mon., Wed., Fri., at 8:45 P. M. 























“The Crooning Troubadour” 


Headlining 
For RKO 


—_—_—_= 


Radio, 
Talking Picture 
and 
Recording 
Artist 


Nick 
LUCAS! 











The Voice You Love 


to Hear 


VAUGHN 
DE LEATH 


Radio’s Friendly Singer 
of Friendly Songs 
Columbia Broadcasting System 


Now Appearing in Person 
in RKO Theatres 




















H. LEOPOLD SPITALNY 


SHEAFFER LIFETIME REVUE 


Over NBC Coast to Coast Network 


FOODTOWN POPS REVUE 
Electrical Transcription Twice Weekly 
Over 18 Stations and Increasing Weekly 














LEO REISMAN 


POND’S PROGRAM ON WEAF OVER A RED NETWORK 
EVERY FRIDAY EVENING 


9:30 E.S.T.; 8:30 C.S.T.; 7:30 M.T.; 6:30 P.T., N. B. C. 














TUNE IN ON THE 
Yeastfoamers Program 


SUNDAY 1:30 to 2 P. M. C.S.T. 
N.B.C. BLUE NETWORK 
Management 
MUSIC CORPORATION 
AMERICA 
Appearing Nightly at 
Blackhawk Restaurant, Chicago 


or 


“O.e 
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Columbo as Example 





From Nothing to $5, 000 and Back to Almost | 
Netang 1 in Six Months 





From nothing to over $5,000 a 
week and back to almost nothing 
in six months is the rise and drop 
of Russ Columbo, whom the NBC 
and other radio authorities hold up 
as an example of what manage- 
ment can do to make and break 
down a radio personality. 

When tripling between the Para- 
mount theatre in Brooklyn, the 
Waldorf-Astoria hotel and the Lis- 
terine radio hour, Columbo’s gross 
was over the $5,000 figure, his high 
financial mark. 

Balking at the Waldorf’s anony- 
mity, and beset by managerial com- 


plications, Con Conrad had him 
under contract, Columbo vamped 
from the hestelry, lost out at the 


Publix house and now goes off the 
air this week with Listerine look- 
ing about for B. A. Rolfe’s orches- 
tra for a new ether idea. 

NB® is retaining Columbo as a 
sustaining attraction temporarily 





MILL § SRoTHERs 


4BOYS AND 
A GUITAR~ 


COLUMBIA} 


BROADCASTING 
SYSTEM 
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE | 


THOMAS ROCKWELL 


1776 BROADWAY 
NEW YORK CiTy 





























Columbia System—8:30 P.M. 
ON LA PALINA iM ceau 


Week March 12 
Palace, Chicage 
Personal Menegement—Ted Coliins 


‘JESSE 
CRAWFORD 
WEAF 


SUN.-MON. 
11:30 P.M. 
E. S. T. 


TUES. 
THUR.-SAT. 
11 P.M. 
g. SB Fs 
WED. 
11:15 P.M. 
Eg. & T. 
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¥ Victor Recording Artist 
4 Broadcasting Every 
Tuesday and Thursday at 
7:30 P. M. Over WABC 
Columbia Network 
Sponsered by Richman 














Cicthes 
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partment last week. 


with a view towards selling him 
commercially again, but his figure 
will be nothing compared to the 
fancy dough he had been batting 
out among the three engagements. 
Meantime NBC is battling with the 
singer who objects to an afternoon 
program spotting. 

Sample of Columbo’s manage- 
ment was the Skouras straight per- 
centage deal, sans guarantee, which 
resulted in no share for Columbo. 
Skouras voluntarily contributed 
$2,000 to him for the two weeks he 


played at the Academy and Au- 
dubon, New York. His next stage 
date is March 12 at the Palace, 


New York. 


FRISCO AIR REVIEWER 
GETS THEATRE SQUAWK 


San Francisco, March 7. 

After a lot of talk by KJBS, which 
was considering a drama critic of 
the air station, KTAB broke out 
last week with the ‘Billboard of the 
Air.’ With this announcement 
came the introduction of Frank 
Wright as drama ed. His first 
broadcast is already reported as 
his last. 

Wright opened his reviews by 
soundly panning one picture.. The 
local show gang got together and 
squawked, threatening to bring in 
the Chamber of Commerce, etc. 

KTAB management said Wright's 
program is a _ sustaining quarter 
hour worked up with an eye to ad- 
vertising and was- Wright’s own 
proposition. 





Sylvia Froos, CBS 


Sylvia Froos, whose contract with 
NBC as a sustaining artist expires 
March 16, goes on CBS starting to- 
night (Tuesday) with Richman 
Clothes. Miss Froos landed the 
latter account direct and is not 


under contract to CBS’ Artists 
Bureau. 
Richman Clothes will get the 


CBS network twice weekly for 13 
weeks, on Tuesday and Thursday. 
Besides Miss Froos, the advertiser 
has engaged Victor Moore and 
Louis Silvers’ orchestra. 





Coast Discs East 


Los Angeles, March 7. 

Earnshaw - Young agency has 
leased eastern rights to the ‘Chandu’ 
series of discs to Beechnut, which 
has started a spirited campaign to 
put the magician recordings over. 

Everything west of the Missis- 
sippi on ‘Chandu’ plugs White King 
Soap, local product. cast Indian 
story originates over KHJ here for 
the Columbia-Don Lee circuit and 
is also recorded on wax by Free- 
man Lang for 45 other stations 
from St. Louis, west. 

Gayne Whitman, former stock fav 
hereabouts, plays the title role. 
‘dvertising agency is the producer. 


Miss Ruth’s Month 


CBS 





Vivien tuth, sustaining 


singer, goes off the network about | 


April 1. 

Miss Ruth was recently placed 
under CBS sustaining contract after 
civing an audition and has been on 
the network for about a month. 


BIDE AUDITIONING 


Bide Dudley, New York ‘Journal’ 


radio columnist, George Hall's or- 
chestra and Jack Arthur, singer, 
are auditioning a new program for 
CBS. 


Durkin In, Smith Ont 
Jimmy Durkin took charge of 
Shapiro-Bernsteiu’s orchestra de 


He supplanted Sammy Smith 
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‘Recent Surveys Turn! 


Agencies Back to Longer 
Programs for Adv. Pur- 
poses—Pro Rata Makes 
Hours and Half Hours 
Cheaper—Waiting for 15- 
Minute Contracts to Ex- 
pire 


CHANGE DUE IN 6 MOS. 





Within the next six months, 60 
and 30-minute periods will replace 
the present deluge of 15-minute 
programs on the air. This move 
will be brought about through ad- 
vertising agencies, who during the 
past few months have made sur- 
veys regarding the most popular 
broadcasts on the air and have been 
given proof that outside New York 
City quarter-hour periods are the 
most unpopular. 

Lennen & Mitchell, ad agency 
handling the Otd Gold account, re- 
cently completed a survey which 
showed 15-minute periods in an un- 
favorable light. Agency is preparing 
to bring Old Gold back on the air 
again for half-hour periods, about 
thrice weekly. 

Reynolds Company, manufacturers 
of Camel ciggies, is also dissatis- 
fied with the results of its broad- 


casts. This firm is now preparing 
to. change its entire program 
make-up when the present CBS 


contract expires, according to re- 
port. One of the changes will be 
an increase from 15 minutes to a 
half hour. 

Another 15-minute commercial 
currently on the air which is due 
to change to 30 minutes is Chester- 
field, on NBC. 

The preponderance of a quarter- 
hour broadcasts currently on the 
air waves was. promoted and 
brought about when the networks 
first started out and were hard put 
to sell full hour or half-hour periods 
due to the cost. They conceived 
the idea of breaking the hour up 
into four periods and selling them 
separately. 

4-Hour Vogue Passing 


When radio as an advertisng me- 
dium became of recognized value, it 
went out and sold quarter-hour pe- 
riods for weekly repeat broad- 
casts, making more money through 
this, due to the time cost pro rata 
for four weekly 15-minute periods. 
The vogue for quarter-hour periods 
spread until now, when it appears 
to have reached its climax. 

During the past few months ad 
agencies have admitted that there 
is much more value to be derived 
from half-hour or hour periods 
than from daily repeat quarter- 
hour air splurges. But since they 
have sold most of their clients on 
the quarter-hour air advertising 
basis, they are not yet in a position 
to make an issue. 

The increase in time buys prob- 


ably will be brought about grad- 
ually during the next six months 
while current quarter-hour con- 
tracts expire and come up for re- 


newal. 





Ruth Etting in Film 
If Air Time Settled 


If a west coast hook-up can be 
arranged for Ruth Etting’s Chester- 


| field broadcasts, she'll go Hollywood 
next month for Goldwyn’s next 
Eddie Cantor talker. Miss Etting 


} 
i 


March 16 on 
tobacco firm 

is that time differences 
Miss Etting and the ad- 
ertiser have yet to be straightened 
terfield picked up a two- 
option on the singer, but Miss 
demanding an outside 


weeks. 


is contracted to start 


the air for the 
Report 


between 
Ches 


Erting is 


mit of 26 
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March 7 
competition 


Chicago, 

Stiff and increasing 
from freelance program producin 
outfits prompted the local NBC 
management last week to transfer 
Don Bernard from the program de- 
partment to the sales staff. Move, 
described by the network as ex- 


perimental, assigns to Bernard the 
job of confecting program ideas 
for prospects anc peddling them 


direct. New arrangement limits the 
rest of the sales staff to selling 
time, with Bernard depended upon 
to get a program producing and 
talent order tacked on to the fa- 
cilities contract. 

Past few months the majority of 
network accounts have been bring- 
ing outside produced shows into 
the NBC studios. Last of this genre 
was the Sheaffer Pen program, 
with everybody connected with the 
show engaged direct by the adver- 
tising agency. Heavy inroads of 
the freelance element has left the 
network with a flock of salaried 
producers with lots of time on their 
hands, cut the amount obtained 
from music from commercial pro- 
grams down to around 40% of the 
studio’s total payroll for musicians 
and, from the talent selling end, 
made it tougher than ever for th 
network to show at least an even 
break from its artists’ service here. 
Idea of just how active the latte: 
has been is indicated by the fact 
that the head of the bureau, L. J. 
Fitzgerald, has been on the road 


$7,000 TALENT BILL ON 
ZIEGGY-CHRYSLER SHOW 


Chicago, March 7. | 
Florenz Ziegfeld makes his debut | 
as a radio producer April 3, with 
the Chrysler motor car group, which 
includes the DeSoto and Plymouth, 
putting up the bankroll. Contract | 
signed last week with the Columbia 
network set a new record in pro- 
posed cash outlay for a weekly 
show. Bill for time alone over a 
hookup of 62 stations figures over 
$20,000, while the cost of entertain- 
ment will approximate $7,000 a 
program. 
Chrysler affair is clocked for a 
30-minute run Sunday evenings 
over a period of 13 weeks, originat- 
{ng in the network’s New York stu- 
dios. Option on Ziegfeld’s services 
held by Walter Chrysler, chairman 
of the auto group, allows the pro- 
ducer $5,000 per broadcast, out of 
which sum comes the artists’ divvy. 
Additional cost of the studio or- 
chestra will be taken care of by the 
commercial, as well as other inci- 
dental «harges. 


Chilling Radi 

g Radio 
General Motors Radio Corpora- 
tion’s divorce from RCA is seen in- 
side the latter organization in that 
General is tired of the air and is 
going to confine itself to ice boxes 
and autos. 

Two organizations were not mate- 
rially hooked up other than that 
when RCA granted General license 
privileges it automatically got in 
return an interest in General. 


Crosby Sued for $20,000 


Bing Crosby is defendent in a 
suit to recover agency commissions, 
Eddie Small claiming $20,000. 

The agent placed Crosby under 














Chi NBC Shifts Staff in Move 


Against Indie Program Producers 3 


with Ignatz P 
three months 
Network's 


iderewski the pa 


local execs are sé ttin 
up a howl that the outside pi 
ducers have slashed prices to th 


point of hurting the broadcasting 
business, and threaten underselling 
retaliations. Indie producers, they 
claim, just to get the business 
and use the accoun. as a selling 
argument in approaching other ace 
counts are quoting figures for mu- 
sical shows, particularly, that leave 
no margin above basic union scale. 

Freelance coterie retort that they 
are able to underbid the network 
and still get an ample cut-in for 
themselves because their quotations 
don't include a lot of extraneous 
program, production and 
tinuity department charges. 
dulum, they aver, is swinging back 
to where it was in the early days 
of network broadcasting. Adver- 
tisers are finding it cheaper and 
more satisfactory in the long run 
they argue, to have their progran 
produced outside of the chain 
studios. 


cone- 
Pen- 
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11:15 PM. 


7: 302M. 








BARON LEE 


and His 


BLUE RHYTHM BAND 


Featuring Edgar Hayes, pianist 


WEAF Mon. and Thurs. 11:45 P. M. 
WJZ Fri., 12 Midnight 


From Cotton Club, New York 


Management 


Mills Dance Orchestras, Inc. 
799 7th Ave., New York 











contract when the latter first ap- 
peared on the coast. The sum 
sought is based on an estimate of 
Crosby’s supposed total earnings 








partment may succeed Hoffman. 


since e_ming East. An examination 
before trial will be sought to de- 
termine Crosby’s earnings. 
HOFFMAN QUITS 
Sidney Hoffman, CBS treasurer | 
for three years, has resigned. 
Nefford Runyon of the same de- | 
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Every Morning Over WJZ at 7:45 
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ED CONNIE 
Presents 


Aileen 
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PEDRO 


AND HIS ORCH. 


Terrace Gardens, 
Hotel Morrison. Chicago 
Broadcasting 
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N.B.C. Network 

































































































































60 


VARIETY 





RABI 


0 REPO 


Ris 





Tuesday, March 8, 1933 








SOVIET SPEECHES 
Shortwave 
RFM, Khabarovsk, Russia 

Just call it Russia. Station RFM 
is one of the nocturnal dishes for 
sampling by shortwave addicts. It 
doesn’t matter when the DX set 
brings it in. Odds are 9-1 it'll be 
vight in the middle of a_ speech. 
And what speeches! Sentences two 


INDO-CHINA PENAL COLONY 
Native Music, Discs 

Shortwave 

FLCD, Saigon, Indo-China 


Recent advances’ in 


marketing 
applicable to 
opens up a new 
tertainment. 


ordinary radio 
avenue of ether en- 








shortwave 
(distance) broadcasting, notably the] royalty. 
of inexpensive converters 
sets, 


POLICE CALLS 
Governmental Shortwave 
KGPL, Los Angeles 
Some 63 American cities main- 
tain radio systems under RCA 
Squad cars commissioned 
of 


to keep in continual roving a 
specified, numbered, radio precinct 
instantly communicated with 


from headquarters and told to drive 


| are 
where: 





blocks long without a comma would Iconoclasts and other joy-killers pronto toa certain ores 
induce coma even in I nion Square. |might point out, meanly, that hav- “A man has shot himselt. 
Russia appears to be a nation given], ° eta . oe: } Drunks are creating a disturb- 
over to prodigious verbosity. j ing: fortified the nerves with mu‘ ; ance.’ 

U.S.S.R. regards radio quite nat- | Coffee and tossed aside the benefits| «4 oman is screaming.’ 
urally long with the stage screen, of a night's repose all that the =! ‘A suspicious characte is lurk 
liter e, and all other cultural or | Uent DX fan sitting by his dials, | jng. 

mi-cultural activities as an in-| hour on end, gets in return is what ‘A drug store is being held up.’ 
strument of propaganda. Films, at} he can find on any little local ROY | This has already proven a great 
least, are a universal language, but | Watter. Namely phonograph Fec-) ald to the police. It obviates in 
propaganda on the radio in un-| ords. | cities like Los Angeles and Chi- 
bated overwhelming inundation | That sort of reasoning is the an-|cago, where patrolmen are scarce 
ind in Russian, is pretty ghastly. |! tithesis of romance Mortals ought ind distances are grea‘, some of the 
J listening purposes even to aj/to have a decent respect for the | taxpayers disadvantage Tt is of 
radio fan preoccupied with his en-| marvels of nature. An honest} incalculable convenience in small, 
gineering success it’s dismal. Water] burgher squatting in his Spanish| Petty, Saturday night disturbances 
falling from a leaky faucet is more parlor (Los Angeles) should be suf- where the sight of a uniform 
aSeeenre” ficiently rewarded by knowing that | S00thes the alcoholic rampage. Ma- 

foward the end of what threat- Piggies tates Isations set in| J0rity of investigations probably do 
ened to be endless conversation a he getting the | pulsa agi not result in arrests but simply in 
little music was interpolated This motion on the under side of the warnings. 

I : nr ~ 

might have been an oasis in gaunt earth. That hey Jhappen to be In some instances police have 
aridity but the music proved short | Phonograph records is due to there} managed to arrive before a criminal 
indeed. Half a chorus on the piano | "Ot being any Lucky Strikes or Pep-|has escaped or during an actual 
and then the’ speaker, having | Sodent in the jungle. hold-up. Radio has been a weapon 
gargled hurriedly, returned to his Strange enough at 4:30 a.m. tO| anda first line defense for society 
verbal marathon. It sounded like] finally get clear reception from the] in varied and dramatic ways. Many 
the ratio between entertainment| French possession lying between| Americans delight to follow the po 
and advertising on WSBC, Chicago. | Britain's India and neighboring | lice calls. They present a graphic 

Favorite Russian method is the/] China. And making the whole world | bird's-eye of a city. Perhaps a for- 
cross-country dialog. This seems|kin when it's discovered that the|eigner would be aghast at the 
to carry a professor-and-pupil idea.| phonograph record from ari in| rowdyism, drinking, peace-breaking 
Every now and then the pupil gets | Indo-China is that venerable classic,|@nd robbery but those innured to 
a chance to ask a question. Ques- | «at Three o'Glock in the Morning.’ native phenomena will feel only the 
agen ~ Paper yagi nae veal woteceeditdg od senda This far-off broadcaster is a penal | Virility. Land. 
a chapter each. Professor is re-| colony, Its program trickles into ae 
minded of so many things. Each th Pacific sl » between 3:30 and P 
reply is encyclopedic and needs an | L™ *4ciiic Slope between 0:0) and! ‘FAST FREIGHT 
index. Land. 7 am, As with most shortwave | Organ, Songs 

—. aa pickups at first very muffled and| COMMERCIAL 
slow to come through the Saigon} WABC, New York 

HINDS ROMANCE EXCHANGE program is divided into two sec- This period is staged by Gold 
With Beatrice Fairfax and tions. First is native music, the| yeqa] four and gets the CBS net- 
Raymond Hetherton and Orchestra | weird, chanting, tom-tom punctU-| work from WCCO, Minneapolis. 
COMMERCIAL ated wail of the orient. It runs 0n| Same account around the middle of 
WENR, Chicago _ interminably seeming seldom to}jast year was on WJZ (NBC) with 

Setting the originator of ‘advice| vary its monotonous wheezey mu-|a different program set-up. At that 


to the lovelorn’ on the biggest coast- 
to-coast hookup yet assembled for 
an ether personality on daytime 
period. Hinds cold cream concern 
appears to have scored a 10 strike. 
Miss Fairfax is understood to have 
been placed in the ranks of the 
highest paid single on the air today 
through landing this NBC account. 

Whatever the entertainment value 
of this program, the sponsors are 
practically assured of listeners, just 
as many as have been following the 
heart balmer in her syndicated col- 
umns for years. And therein lies 
the sum and substance of this hook- 
up. It’s the fan mail, which is ex- 
pected to come flowing in by reams, 
that interests Hinds mostly. A su- 
perimposed mailing list that will be 
worth its weight in cold cream. And 
Miss Fairfax can do it. 

For years her name has been a 
by-word with both young and old 
femmes of the country, the kind that 
are always seeking advice of the 
heart, and there seem to be plenty 
of them. Miss Fairfax is following 
the same course of attracting listen- 
ers as she has with readers. The 
letter writing angle is particularly 
stressed to the broken hearted or 
slightly bent sufferers d'amour. Miss 
Fairfax knows her cupid and all the 
answers. 

With just about five of the total 
15 minutes allowed on each of the 
three weekly broadcasts to Miss 
Fairfax she has to talk fast and get 
in aS much as possible. By way of 
making the program interesting, 
even to those who don’t care about 
advice on love pr ~ lems, there is a 
studio orchestra and Ray Wether- 


ton, a baritone with a nice, clear 
sounding pair of pipes. 
But neither the singer nor the 


musical accompaniment is important 
here. It’s strictly Miss Fairfax and, 
above all, that mailing list. Span. 





JACKSON and AMISON 
Songs, Piano 

Sustaining 

15 Mins. 

WJZ, New York 

Mabel Jackson and Willard Ami- 
son (she calls him Willie) are a 
bright mixed team  interspersing 
their song and piano stuff with 
light good-natured raillery which 
suggests that they can not only be- 
come an effective commercial team, 
but will click later for commercials. 

The woman is the one who does 
the mild razzing, evidencing a good 
address for comedy delivery which, 
with proper continuity for commer- 
cial purposes, should do alright all 
‘round. 

He attempts to inject a little 
novelty and nuance by recounting 
that a song such as ‘My Sunshine 
Is You' came all the way from Ber- 
lin and must have been written 
abroad with Miss Jackson in view. 

A most pleasant 15 minutes 

Abel. 


—__ —__ 


VINE and FOGARTY 
Songs, Piano 
15 Mins. 
WJZ, New York 
Margaret Vine and John Fogarty 
another mixed team WJZ is 
building up, this time on a morn- 
ing frolic from 8$:45-9 a.m. 

They do their Sustaining quarter 
hour with acceptability, mixing up 


is 


sical message. Now and then solo- 
ists or a duet break in but it all 
sounds pretty much alike, a night- 
mare of oddly biended noises, But 
giving the squatting burgher afore- 
said a vivid mental pi-ture of Indo- 
China, 

Much later in the all night vigil 
and after the natives are ultimately 
exhausted and presumably locked 
back into their cells the second part 
follows. This is in French. That 
is to say an announcer appears. He 
gives about 90 seconds of French 
gab and then follows with single 
sentence in English. This never 
varies. He .says (in English) ‘You 
are now about to hear’—and names 
the record. Without fail the an- 
nouncer chews off the last words. 
‘In the Morning, Three o’Clock,’ was 
the slightly garbled Indo-China ver- 
sion. 

Increasingly clear as the dawn 
comes up Indo-China ends by boom- 
ing into the honest burgher’s Span- 
ish’ parlor with all the explosive 


strength of a Forguson shouting 
into the cosmos the praise of 
parched panatellas. Land, 





‘TODAY AND YESTERDAY’ 
Sketch, Music 
COMMERCIAL 

WABC, New York 

Replacing ‘March of Time’ over 
the same hook-up, this new series 
which Du Pont is financing shapes 
up as something new in program 
make-up. Its main attraction is a 
sketch, through which it attempts 
to show that there is nothing new 
under the sun and to compare past 
events with present. The sketch is 
given about half of the broadcast 
time. The rest is allotted to Don 
Voorhees’ orchestra, Gladys Brit- 
tain, soprano, and a male quartet. 

Idea is good, but too much time 
is devoted to the musical end. The 
sketch itself is in manner to those 
of ‘March of Time,’ which staged 
three or more per period and suc- 
cessfully. 

Coburn Goodwin is the narrator, 
introducing the numbers and ex- 
plaining what ensues during breaks 
in action. The depression was the 
theme of the initial period, 

The musical half of the broadcast 
satisfies. Orchestral selections 
pleasing. Miss Brittain is a likable 


soprano with a good range. At 
times the music of the present is 
compared with the music of the 


past in line with the theme. 





RILEY and COMFORT 
With Dave Abrams’ Orch. 
WMCA, New York 

Tommy Riley and Billy Comfort 
will make themselves heard more 
than vocally on the air with their 
neat style of song delivery. Right 
now they're etherizing from the Vil- 
lage Barn over WMCA on a regular 
15-minute schedule, and also dou- 
bling into the Village Grove Nut 
Club, an allied cafe management, 
from where they etherize likewise 
on occasion. 

They have an effective flair for 
light song delivery and know how to 
sell a novelty specialty along with 
a ballad 

Dave Abrams’ band is expert mu- 
sical background when not waxing 








the vocal and piano stuff in nice 
aiyle. Abel. 
& Aoyr. paar eens 


musically bucolic as part of the 
ethereal ballyhoo for the rustic Vil- 
lage cabaret. Abel. 


time the Delivery Boys, piano duo, 
and an orchestra, besides different 
guest artists, were used. In this 
new series the talent layout consists 
of a male quartet, featured organist 
and featured pianist. 


Present broadcast shapes up well 
as somewhat of a novelty in talent 
construction, with the organist 
standing out. None of the artists 
are billed in the newspaper program 
listings, and difficult to catch the 
credits as handled by announcer. 
Organist, announced as internation- 
ally famous, is a console artist of 
unusual ability. Opened with the 
fast ‘Tiger Rag,’ an unsually swift 
tune for an organist. Besides other 
featured numbers, the _ organist 
doubles with a tenor soloist. Latter 
has a strong and likable voice, with- 
out crooning, and handles his lyrics 
capably. Quartet is used most often 
and pleases, although showing noth- 
ing unusual in harmony. Pianist, 
Eddie Dunsetter, had solo spotting 
with three numbers, and pounded 
the ivories expertly. 

Too much advertising detracts 
from the value. Plugs are spotted 
wherever possible, besides the open- 
ing and closing numbers of the 
quartet, referred to as the Wheaties, 
whose theme song is titled ‘Gold 
Medal Wheaties.’ Sounds like a gag, 
but nevertheless true. Besides this, 
a chap was used about the middle of 
the broadcast to put in a plug for 
the good the product does kiddies. 





ST. JOHN’S BANJOLEERS 
Instrumental 

Sustaining 

WGY, Schenectady 


Stephen St. John’s banjo quintet 
has for sometime been a once- 
weekly afternoon feature. Formerly 
heard in half-hour program, but re- 
cently have held a 15-minute spot 
earlier in the p. m,. 

3anjoists play everything from 
classical to jazz Work well to- 
gether. Banjo music, however, be- 
comes rather monotonous via radio, 
particularly the way programs of 
this quintet are laid out. If they 
were broken up by solos—the leader 
seems to be a clever string-picker— 
and by vocal choruses, there would 
not be so much sameness. 

At one time announcer made it a 
point to mention that Mr. St. John 
was head of a local music school. 





LONE STAR RANGERS 
Songs, Talk 


Sustaining 
WOR, New York 
A quartet and = soloist, latter 


sticking to cowboy airs. Boys were 
supposed to be on a dude ranch, 
with the group including a Greek 
friend. Latter led most of the chat- 
ter, which paced the songs. For a 
program of this nature the patter 
is fair. 

Singing by the quartet and soloist 
are the features. Former make a 
likable vocal group with a nice di- 
versity of voices. Solos lead into 
the harmony work, one starting off 
with a few lyrics and the rest 
chiming in, 

Cowboy soloist sticks to plaintive 
songs about the pray-ree. That 
western twang may be natural, but 
sounds overdone, 

One of the group standing close 
to the mike has a laugh that is most 
annoying. An” he laughs whenever 
he isn’t singing. 





LITTLE JACK LITTLE 
Pianolog 
Sustaining 
15 Mins. 
WABC, New York 
Little Jack Little is on the break- 
Sundays at 


fast shift daily except & . 
ly to 9:15 a. m. over WABC, with 
lCRS now setting him for a com- 


mercial with Quaker Oats. Little is 
a bright, cheery, early-morning in- 
terlude and a natural for a break- 
| fast food or kindred domestic 
} product. 

His pianologing 
snap, fortified by skillfal 
lexterity, on top of which his pop 
| vocalizing is bright and clear. He 
| doesn’t croon, yet has the same sub- 
|dued, whispering idea of vocal de- 
| livery. 





dash and 
keyboard 


j has 
| 


| 
| 
; ¢ 


brief 
out- 
pro- 
with 
as 


he does a 
week’s song 
other a, m., 
the vocals 

solo such 


Cn Saturdays 
resume of the 
standers on his 
grams, mixing up 
an intricate piano 
‘Dizzy Fingers.’ 
Little is no radio novice. In truth 
he’s one of the early pioneers, and 
for long a midwest wow at the 
Powel Crosley, Jr., station WLW, 
Cincinnati. He’s been around here, 
too, off and on. With a proper 
commercial hookup he should do the 
ad brand plenty of good. It will give 
him the necessary newness and 
novelty to warrant another personal 
appearance tour, several of which 
he has made in the past. Abel. 


DRAMATIZATION of the STATES 


Playlets 
COMMERCIAL 
WGN, Chicago 
Coupling up its station and its 
circulation idea department, the 


Chicago ‘Tribune’ Is again steaming 
up the readers and the listeners on 
puzzle ideas. 

Paper is now running a serles of 
48 crossword diagra the main 
word of each being the name of one 
of the U. S. states. The label of 
the state is given a tip-off the even- 
ing before by means of a 15-minute 
dramatic sketch concerning the 
early history of the particular state. 
Top prize of the contest is a four- 
numeral figure mening five grand. 

Idea of the evening broadcasts 
however, is not so much to tip the 
name of the state as it is to stimu- 
late the listener to turn te the ‘Trib’ 
the following morning to verify his 
guess. On this angle of exciting the 
curiosity the entire sequence is han- 
dled niftily. 

Dramatizations are in themselves 
not dramatic or stirring; there is 
merely much talk concerning In- 
dians, trappers, trading posts, trails 
and other history-bock footnotes, 
especially when the midwest states 
are getting their once-overs. 

Under the neading of clever news- 
paper-radio teaming for newspaper 
feature exploitation, this program 
rates a ribbon. Gold, 


8, 





WILLIE and EUGENE HOWARD 
Comedy 

COMMERCIAL 

WJZ, New York 


As air comedians, this vet stage 
team disappoints. They worked 
along familiar lines as far as vocal 
delivery was concerned, Willie stick- 
ing to dialect and Eugene playing 
straight. Crossfire missed as often 
as it hit, and Willie’s punch line re- 
sponses didn’t hold as much comedy 
value as might be expected. This 
pair, with the same material, would 
be 100% better if seen. 

A gag schoolroom bit, with Willie 
as the wise-cracking pupil, was 
dragged out too long for that one 
sock line that Willie uses in the 
show. It is the lion-hunting gag 
wherein Willie states he ‘bagged the 
lion to go away.’ That gag was the 
best of the evening, but it took a 
long time to lead up to it. 


HARDING SISTERS 

‘Twenty Fingers of Harmony’ 
Organ, Piano 

Sustaining 

WEAF, New York 


Sombination of organ and piano 
is novel. Both these girls are ac- 
complished musicians, the ivory 
tinkling standing out above the con- 
sole work due to the manner in 
which it is arranged. 

Though the music itself pleases, 
it is of a nature which is lethargic 
and fits primarily for a slumber 
hour period. Best to continue spot- 
ting this around the same time as 
when heard, 11 p.m., and wouldn't 
be amiss to announce it as a slum- 
ber period. 

Girls did four numbers on 
15-minute period, all rendered 
slow tempo. 


this 
in 


BRONX MARRIAGE BUREAU 
Sketch 

COMMERCIAL 

WOR, New York 

These skits closely resemble the 
‘Rise of the Goldbergs’ in style. Ad- 
vertiser is after a Jewish audience. 
The main characters, Mr. and Mrs. 
Shapiro, erate a marriage bureau 
in the Bronx. 

Mr. and Mrs. Shapiro are another 
Mr. and Mrs, Goldberg, only not so 
good. The woman who plays Mrs. 
Shapiro dotes on the same homely 
philosophy which is most appealing 
in the ‘Goldbergs’ broadcasts. Her 
dialect is :lso overdone. 

Despite the faults, may appeal to 





the listeners this sponsor is after. 


=== 


PEGGY FEARS BLUMENTHAL 
interview } 
COMMERCIAL 

WABC, New York 


As guest of the Linit Bath Clu 
Peggy Fears Blumenthal took ade 
vantage of the radio opportunity ta 
plug her ‘Child of Manhattan’ 
which is probably the sole premise 
on which Helen Santrey got the 
ex-‘Follies’ girl to etherize, An 
with a stage and social background; 
it was no more than to be expected 
that Mrs. A, c. Blumenthal] 
showed up her interviewer with & 


cool, concise delivery, 

Not that both interviewer and 
interviewee’s stuff wasn’t planned 
and plotted, but somehow Misg 
Santrey, despite the written con 
tinuity presumably in front of her, 
seemed rattled, while Mrs. Blumey 
more than sustained her end. 


The continuity evidenced a showe 
manly hand in that the chatter wag 
of a more. sophisticated standard 
than is usually aired. Guest speaker 


left it to Miss Santrey to tal 
about the ‘Follies’ girl who made 
good and married millions, include 


ing four Rolls Royces, a yacht and 
a 10-room Park avenue apartments 


while the former Peggy Fears wag 
the one who spoke of her trainer 
who keeps her fit, and also ree 
counted how she engaged the best 
gigolo in Kurope to teach her hus- 
band how to tango since she wag 
fond of tangoing, in addition te 
which she expressed the thought 


that if she worries about her figure 
to please him, there’s no reason 
for Mr. Blumenthal not taking care 
of his waistline to please her, 

Then followed the Linit spiel 
about ‘the bathway to beauty,’ plus 
a circulation checker-upper in the 
form of a giveaway bath mat free 
for five Linit coupons. Mat is free 
of adv., it mentioned, 

These are the audience-snatching 


is 


stunts the commercials are going 
in for lately for a direct audience 
measurement. If glibly done, as 
here, it’s great stuff. Espe- 
cially if deftly sandwiched in be-« 
tween a mild advertising prelude 
and topped off by an orchestra as 
here. ‘Rose Marie’ medley, done 
vocally, opened, Period concluded 


with straight dansapation, following 
the interview and the sales spiel 
Kenneth Roberts announced. 

Abel. 


BILL THE BARBER 
Dad Pickard, Bub Pickard, Ruth 
Pickard, Arthur Jackson, Don 
Merryfield, Beatrice Churchill and 
David Owen 
Serial Skit 
COMMERCIAL 
WMAGQ, Chicago 
There was once an advertising 
agency that was so sold on a radio 
skit that in turn it tried to sell it 
to a commercial it represented. 
Commercial, one of the Affiliated 
Products drug and cosmetic group, 
at the last minute decided it didn’t 
want its name hooked up with the 
serial. But since the agency already 
had the script cast and the time 
bought, it had no alternative but to 
go ahead and shoot the serial as a 
sustaining feature, in the hope of 
building up enough interest in the 
program to induce the elected come 


mercial to change its mind. That 
serial is Bill the Barber. It’s been 
on WMAQ nightly now for about 


three weeks, and seems to be get- 
ting nowhere. 

Responsible for the 
the producing of this 
spasm are the same pair that un- 
corked ‘Skippy,’ Bob Andrews and 
Dave Owens. For this pair of adepts 
at the medium the Bill the Barber 
affair is a big let-down. From the 
direction angle, it’s paced, dialogued 
and plotted almost exactly along 
the lines of the Skippy show. Only 
difference is that the latter aims for 
kid appeal. Fact that Bill the Bar- 
ber is given a 10:30 p. m. release 
confirms the assumption that it’s 
addressed to the higher cerebral 
brackets. 

Dad Pickard happens to be a vir- 
tuoso at the harmonic and he drag 
it into the proceedings with or with- 
out the least provocation. It’s that 


authoring and 
down-country 





sort of a program. Odec. 
COMEDY CAPERS 
Phil Stewart and Al Carsello 
Sustaining 
KYW, CHICAGO 

Two vears ago Phil Stewart was 
better known in vaudeville, but 
he shifted over to KYW studios as 
staff announcer, Al Carsello is at 
present the accordionist with the 
KYW studio band, conducted by Rex 
Maupin. 

About six months ago Stewart 


and Carsello were handed a Sunday 
morning vacancy to fill. They did 
it with old-time hoke chatter and 
records. They were just on once 
weekly, which accounts for their 
relatively slow radio growth. 
Though slow, it has been steady and 
has reached such weight that the 
station has switched the pair from 
a meaningless Sunday period to the 
ace Monday 8 o’clock hour. 
These boys have landed 
locally. In an era of waning 
mail Stewart and Carsello are dail 
gathering increasing stacks o 
adulatory Neither Stew 
fart or Carsello is drawing a! 
|; Shekeis, it understood, 
(Continued on Page 61) 
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(Continued from page 60) ,ROBERT RUSSELL BENNETT 
i Orch. with Sylvia Froos, Ross 
proadeast. They are getting paid in McLean 
their own estimation by establish- COMMERCIAL | 
ing themselves with A ig = a WEAF, New York 
lowing, by a poner tn eige e This is the Rudy Vallee substitute | 
the KYW oo po ey Saatsines’ | program, being used by Fleisch- | 
Hearst Chi = ‘d * 4 wing |™ann while the crooner is on vaca- | 
and in the likelihood of : bes "6 tion. Bennett is a leading arranger 
ither the commercial mazum or| — ea ays etneipna gay 
want is also reported, a couple of | W320 nas orchestrated the scores of | 
aaee dates from Publix-Balaban & | eros ‘ bee = , Pane grey Matas Pe oni 
Kats. ae adway. a - — 1S the Vallee 
#50 much for their acknowledged | wile con ‘aaa an bs — — t 
goaling as a standard Chicago radio aha Wali t Bos = Se oles 
act. It is as solidly established in J : ace 2m . ait om. 
Chi. as State street. But when the]. Musically, this period of Bennett's | 
turn itself is allowed to drip into|/S 4 sem, and for musical value | 
the ears the wonder once more} @one competes with the broadcast 
grows as to how anyone can sit|for which it is subbing. The in- | 
quietly and listen to such singu- strumental and vocal combination wad 
larly childish and stupid stuff. The ideal, the song element being | 
comedy chatter dates back to the |Shrewdly woven into the orchestral | 
minstrel books of three decades ago.| Part. Material is made up mostly 
It’s the sort of mouthing that prob- |0f songs from current musicals 
which he had arranged, including 


ably used to howl ’em out at Hali- 
but Corners back thar in 1903. But 
nevertheless and in spite, the an- 
swer still is that this comedy team 
today has probably the largest fan 
mail of any air act in the midwest. 
The great welter of radio tuner-in- 
ners enjoys this 1903 minstrel chat- 
ter. That’s the only 





shrug possible. | 
Gold, 


CLARE MAJOR’S CHILDREN’S 


THEATRE } 
Dramatic 
Sustaining | 
WGY, Schenectady | 


As plug for performance of ‘Hans | 
Brinker and the Silver Skates,’ at} 
a Schenectady school, Mrs. Major's | 
troupe did a scene from 
matization of fairy tale. Preceding 
it, Viola Roach, announced as fea- 
tured on Broadway and in London, 
gave six-minute talk on Mrs. Ma- 
jor’s children’s theatre project. 
Miss Roach is an excellent speaker. 


her dra- | 


Talk skillfully worded, not too 
direct ad. for Mrs. Major and her 
company (the first one), and ap- 
peal for patronage of young lis- 


eners (later echoed 

Scene smoothly played. Allen 
Matthews did well as the father, 
while Wilton Graf, as doctor, was 
good. Juvenile handled role of Hans 


by announcer). 


effectively; ditto actress (ap- 
parently Miss Roach) in part of 
mother. Ingenue bits stood up. 


Other players were Caroline 
Humphreys, Charles Aiken, Harold 
Winkler, Miss Gene Magnus and 
Miss Bevans. Their professional 
history briefly recounted by Miss 
Roach, 


GEORGE OLSEN 


AND HIS MUSIC 
Club Montmartre, New York 


Broadcasting Via WABC 
FEATURING 


‘SOMEBODY 
LOVES 
YOU’ 


JOE MORRIS MUSIC CO. 
1587 Broadway, New York 


Se 














ABE LYMAN 


AND HIS 


CALIFORNIA ORCHESTRA 
Columbia Broadcasting System 
PHILLIPS’ 
DENTAL MAGNESIA 


WABC COAST TO COAST 
TUES., THURS., SAT., 8:15 (EAST) 





; ner 


‘Of Thee I Sing,’ ‘Face the Music’ 
and ‘Cat and the Fiddle” Music 
from the first and the third of these 
shows, although restricted from 
eommon use over the radio, is by 


in which they were commonly 


played. 


Sylvia Froos was the only solo 
ljartist except Ray Perkins, who 
im.c.’s. Miss Froos sang two pops 


in a pleasing voice, giving the sec- 
ond chorus of each a heated ver- 


| sion, 


Perkins gagged all over the place, 
and his blackouts, something new 
on this period, made a nice comedy 
novelty. However, Perkins is shoul- 
dering a little too much time for 
himself. 

Rest of the talent, Ross McLean, 
Amy Goldsmith, Alma Kitchell and 
Men About Town, used for the vocal 
chorus. McLean had a few duet 
bits, although he was not announced 
by name. 

Vvith Vallee back on the Fleisch- 
mann period next week Thursday 
(10), wouldn't be bad idea for some 
other commercial to sponsor Ben- 
nett, 


—_—_—__ 


MALS 

Don Lang 

COMMERCIAL 

WGN, Chicago 

Lang started on the kilocyeles not 
quite three months ago down in 
Washington, D. C., over WJSV. He 
told animal stories as a sustaining 
dot. He has now begun out of this 
Chicago transmitter to get the pub- 
lic interested in Sargent’s Dog Medi- 
cine with the same calibre of yarns. 
Lang and his program are an 
asset to radio, in that everything is 
handled with the deftest of good 
taste and listener interest. The 
stories themselves rate as surefire 
air-topics, in that they can grab the 
ear of the ritziest intelligence and 
hold the attention of the six-year- 
old or the six-year-cld intelligence. 
The entire sweep of the loudspeaker 
range can be tagged. 

First, there’s Lang himself, and 
certain to grind a spot for himself 
in the ether. A born storyteller, in- 
formal], intimate and intense, speak- 
ing pipes that fit the type of pro- 
gram and a delivery that’s aces, 

He flashes twice weekly over this 
station at 15 minutes a session, yet 
crowds an evening of interest into 
the short period. The stories he 
tells concern animals, of all classes 
and breeds, but the aim apparently 
is to stick as close as possible to the 
more domestic and best known, 
The excellence of the entertain- 
ment itself is reflected in the pol- 
ished manner of the sales spiel. 
There is no sales at all at the start 
of the session. Only at the close is 
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AND HIS ORCHESTRA 








LEW WHITE’S 


INNOVATION IN RADIO 





THE MELLO CLARIONS 


UNDER DIRECTION OF 


LOUIS KATZMAN 
SPONSORED BY 
BROWN SHOE &. 


WJZ COAST TO COAST 


8:15 PM. WEDNESDAYS 





COLUMBIA 
NETWORK 




















now familiar, but as played by Ben- 
nett, the songs, despite their fa- 
:miliarity, are apart from the man- |} 





INTIMATE GLIMPSES OF ANI- | 


wus ness 





Radio Has It, Too 


NBC is emulating the pres- 
ent Coast studio idea, and also 
the general idea of all corpora- 
tions which employ publie re- 
lations’ counsellors, of having 
everything in the way of news 
clear through the press dept. 

NBC's idea is supposedly as 
much that of giving an even 


break to the many radio eo)- 
uUIMAS and columnists as to 
preserve authenticity of in- 


Claim is that other 
been 


nave 
bull’ 


formation, 
NBC departments 
inclined to spill too much 


ial 
Stull. 





Inside Stuff—Radio 


Taking to ‘Variety's’ story concerning the spotting of radio 


exception 





anhmounecers as sports scribes, in which eredit for the innovation was ate 














Croy’s New Novel Sold 
For Broadcasting in L. A. 


Los Angeles, March 7. 


Radio dramatization of a novel 
immediately after publication is 
new on the Coast, at least, where 
Homer Croy has sold »proadcast 
rights of his ‘Headed for Holly- 
wood’ to KTM, the Pickwick Stages 
; Startion. 

Edward Lenn of the KTM staff 
is chopping the novel into 12 weekly 


for 


& 


installments of 30 minutes each 
a sustaining program. Harper 
Bros. just published. 


TRACY—MGR. SPLIT 

Arthur Tracy, CBS artist billed 
as the ‘Street Singer,’ has split with 
his manager, Ed Wolf. Wolf, ac- 
cording to report, will take the mat- 
ter to court with Tracy already 
handing his case over to the Nathan 
Purkan office for legal representa- 
tion. 

Tracy went under a five year 
contract to Wolf in June, 1931, with 
manager to get one third of 
salary. 


the 


Ti «A 


cy § 





there any ulterior wordage, and that 
is handled in a manner that ingra- 
tiates and does not offend. 

his 


Lang does the spiel «7 own 
The sales talk is simple and quiet. 
As projected by Lang it is made 
sort of by-the-way and  after- 
thought. The article is merely men- 
tioned and recommended by Lang; 
there is no wild-eyed discourse on 


the merits of the product, Gold. 


J. B. and MAE 
Comedy Skit Serial 

COMMERCIAL 

WBBM, Chicago 

Another one of a recent cycle of 
domestie skits that can't be tabbed 
on the first, or second, fling. It’) 
take a little time to develop this 
idea just as in the case of so man) 
ahead of it. 

American Family Soap is the 
product, and Procter & Gamble the 
company. As indicated by the 
preduct, this program is directed 
mainly toward the big stretch of 
Main street within the WBBM 
broadcast area and the motley lower 
middle class in the cities that likes 
its entertainment 1 sophisticated 
and baek-homish. The small-town 
burghers who sit at home after din- 
ner with a pipe and their fraus who 
have just finished polishing the 
dishes and have taken up e sew- 
ing basket, and turn on the radio 
for a kick—to that element, who live 
in their own small domestic world, 
this script will appeal. 

It’s a serial story of the domestic 
adventures of a small-town middle- 
aged pair, supposedly Kansas as the 
locale, but could apply to any other 
midwestern hamlet. Initial broad- 
east wasn't especially exciting ex- 
cept to establish the principal char- 
acters in the plot. 

Jess Coffer and Martha Miller 
hailing from rep show affiliation, are 
the title characters, giving a pretty 
honest interpretation except 
some slight exaggerations in speech 
and the old-fashioned asides. With 
continuity the important factor in 
attracting and retaining interest 
the pair have 13 weeks to carve out 
their air future. They’re on Mon- 
day, Wednesday 2nd Friday nights. 

Span. 





‘ONE MAN MINSTREL SHOW’ 
Irving Kaufman 
COMMERCIAL 
WABC, New York 
Irving Kanfman, announced as 
‘the man with 1,000 voices,’ carries 
the entire burden of this broadcast 
with various vocal impersonations 
Period 
show lines, with Kaufman 
playing the interlocutor, 
jones and other characters, 
Considering that as the. three 
char.cters Kaufman has to 
in crossfire with himself and 
his voice for each line, he 
a swell job. 
frief simultaneous tap dancing 
sax playing bit also included. 
Vocal impersonation of an 


yvoca lly 
Sambo 


main 
enzgzare 
change 


¢ 
enor, 
TY coupe 


the 
is well 


eame toward 
of tl program. Patter 





spec ialty 
in 
the o; y fuppol 


tne 
lspread out between the 
1 Wi and strictly minstrelsy 


i Orchestra is t 








supposed to be a imé m be r oft} 
finish | 


idea, 





for | 


is patterned along minstrel | 


Irish | 


tributed to station WBBM, Chicago, William S, Hedges, manager of 
the Chieazgo ‘Daily News’ transmitter, WMAQ, makes the following 
written statement: 

‘Credit is really due WMAQ. As a matter of fact this is the fourth 
season that Hal Totten has visited one or both Chicago club training 
camps, so eredit for o lating the idea belongs to Hal Totten and 
WMAQ. 

Totten is not sending < a signed story to the ‘Daily News’ nor 
is the Daily News ting on expenses. Hal is sending a weekly 
report which is suppl nted by a report from the Sox camp and this 
is put On the air for the Premier Malt Sales Co., which has for several 
years sponsored sports imaries over WMAQ.’ 

Not such a risk nowadays to pick p commercial personalities by 
remote control during weeks when the feature is playing theatres and 
personal appearances. Fleishmann, with Vallee, and now Camel, with 
Morton Downey-Tony Wons-Jacques Renard, did it successfully. In the 


past bugaboo, aside from the staggering economic investment en- 
tailed for land was the matter of technique in the pick-up, 


with transmission too faulty to warrant the commercial sponsor extend- 


the 


wire tolls, 


iny any unreasonabie courtesies at the expense of the transmission 
quality of the regular commercial program. 

Now it has been developed to a degree where the personals are not 
enly a gesture from the advertiser to his talent but also a double plug, 
first in the theatres and secondly as a means to cut in on the fancy dough 
for the personal apps. 

Wire charges which Lucky Strike is paying for its band pickups over 
here and over there are costing the advertiser much more than its 


talent. Many times the period puts a band on the air which costs $750 
or $1,000, but has to pay $2,000 for the wire charges alone. With the 
hour picking up two and more bands on each broadcast from various 


cities, the wire charges are costing the advertiser plenty. 

Sometimes, when a band at a dancehall or hotel and 
east from the studio, the management of the spot holding the orchestra 
is asked to share half the wire charge (about $350) to the local station. 
is the publicity received through the broadcast. 


can't broad- 


is 


Theory 





Some of the larger advertising agencies have their own radio studios 


with remote contro) in which they hold auditions. They are in every 
way the equal of NBC or CBS studios, 

The radio room auditions are handled in the same manner as at the 
networks, 

Before NBC constructed its Times Sq. Roof for broadcasting, some 


advertisers approached NBC execs with the idea of hiring a theatre and 
broadcasting before an audience, NBC feared a move of this sort would 
take all periods of this nature out of its hand and built its own radio 
for the use of clients, 


theatre 
Battle between transcription and network interests for time on WHK, 
in Cleveland, had the station in a tough spot last week. 
program, and the Columbia web session, 
were the tusslers for the early evening quarter 
a rather stiff contract with the station, 
decided in favor of the idle hour because of 
eoin for the disk. Result was that 
on for four days of the desired five, 


ffiliate 
Ney Butter,’ 
Lavoris ‘Kz Aces,’ 
Although the 
manager 
of weightier 
to squeeze 


held out. 


Columbia a 
‘Blue Va 


the 


dise 
isy 
has 


hour. enain 


the 
Blue 
only 


the Cleveland 


obvious reason 
Valley managed 
Thursday being 
Number of radio fan mags which have sprung up during the past few 
months are driving the publicity boys of the networks daffy. 
The news purveyors now find it tough to get enough time to pound 
out their daily allotment of publicity. 
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$3,000 FOR STANDBYS | 


Camel '4 Hour Pays Chi Union for 














ACCLAIMED 





20 Men at $150 | 
sa | one of 
Chieago, March 7. 9 
Jimmy Petrillo ran first In the}; RADIO $ GREATEST 
controversy over the extra pay for | 
standby men on the Camel % hour! HEN RY THIES 
broadcast from this town. | 
Cig account paid $3,000 at the} 
rate of $150 a man for 20 men be- | and bis 
fore the wavelength was turned on. | ORCHESTRA 
RKO is getting in its plug throngh | 
commercial tieups and mention! 
over the air, although the latter | FEATURING 
source has been an intermittent | 
one, with the Camel boys having } CHARLES DAMERON 


skipped RKO mention in a few 
broadcasis prior to the Palace open- 
ing. 
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Broadcasting Sunday, 12M 
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HASSARD SHORT 
PRODUCTIONS 


Are Always the Last Word in 


INNOVATIONS-BEAUTY-DISTINCTION 


As Proved by the Following Outstanding Successes 


“THE FIRST MUSIC BOX REVUE 1921” “SUNNY” 1925 


“THE SECOND MUSIC BOX REVUE 1922” “GREENWICH VILLAGE FOLLIES” 1925 


“THE MUSIC BOX REVUE” (at the Z " ii sea 
Palace Theatre London 1922) THREE’S A CROW 93 


“THE THIRD MUSIC BOX REVUE 1923” “or Sie Waeen sen 
“HASSARD SHORT’S RITZ REVUE 1924” “FACE THE MUSIC” 1932 


“WALTZES FROM VIENNA” at the Alhambra Theatre London 1931 





HASSARD SHORT 


Thanks The Following Firms For Their Splendid Co-operation . 
In Carrying Out His Ideas 


ALFRED BARRIS to make the : ’ ’ ° WiIGs 
MISS BELL to supply the ‘ ; . ‘ STOCKINGS 
BLYTHE, SCHNEIDER Iliac. , to design and execute the dressesand . COSTUMES 


PETER CLARK Inc., STAGE EQUIPMENT, MECHANICALEFFECTS 
DAZIAN’S Inec., to supply the ‘ ° DRAPERIES 


DU WI CO Stage Lighting to supply the . . . . LIGHTING EQUIPMENT 
EAVES COSTUME Co. Imc., men’s and ladies’ period . . . . COSTUMES 
ECLIPSE STUDIOS Ime., to make the . . - ; DRAPERIES 
H. JAECKEL & SONS to supply the : ° : . FURS 
JERREMS to make the men’s modern ° . q e CLOTHES 
KIVIETTE to design and execute the modern costumes and . .. . GOWNS 
T. B. McDONALD CONSTRUCTION Co. to build the .... SCENERY 
I. MILLER & SONS Ime., to conceive and create the . . . - SHOES 
TRIANGLE SCENIC STUDIO Ine., to paint the . . . . SCENERY 


VANDAMM ‘for the ° ° ° ° PHOTOGRAPHS 


HASSARD SHORT’S PRODUCTION 
“WALTZES FROM VIENNA” 


Will be presented by Max Gordon in New York ir: September 
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